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The Potential For Increased Income From
Out-of-State Markets

North Carolina’s nearly four and one-half million people
consuming one case of eggs each per year would require
over six and one half million laying hens producing 240
eggs each per year.

Even though all our hens are not laying at a rate this
high now, they can be in a few years.

We need to gear our production and marketing program
for the future because we will live in the future.

According to County Commissioners’ reports compiled by
the Crop Reporting Board, there were about 7,000,000 lay-
ing hens on farms January 1, 1957. If the laying flock was
producing at a 20 dozen rate each and each person in North
Carolina consumed 360 eggs, the hen surplus can be esti-
mated at nearly 665,000 hens for 1957.

The table shows estimated hen surplus and deficit by
counties including the total for North Carolina. Surplus
counties have more than enough hens to offset deficit coun-
ties. One family flock of 8,000 laying hens in eight of the
deficit counties could move them from the deficit to the sur-
plus class.

Location of Deficit and Surplus

Our state has 30 counties with urban areas of 10,000 or
more population. Only half of the deficit laying hen coun-
ties have centers of 10,000 or more population. Some of the
counties with the greatest surplus of laying hens have ur-
ban areas of more than 10,000 people.

Counties with the greatest hen surplus have the highest
commercial egg incomes. Several of these counties are al-
ready shippings eggs out of North Carolina. Folks who
shipped eggs out of their counties found that added money
coming in helped the economy more than a turnover of an
equal number of dollars already there,



Some Things Needed for an Expanding
Commercial Egg Income

1. Design the production and marketing program for
out-of-state markets.

2. Concentrate hens or a high hen population density
in a small area to achieve lower production costs for
feed and other supplies. Assembly hauling costs can be
reduced from several cents per dozen to less than one-
half cent per dozen by increasing the pick-up per mile
traveled from a half case to two cases or more.

3. Set a goal of 250 eggs per hen in 12 months.

4. Provide mechanical refrigeration and pre-cool
cases before eggs are packed on each farm.

5. Collect eggs four or five times per day to keep
clean and to keep interior quality high.

6. Spray eggs within 6 hours after collection with oil
emulsion to maintain higher yield of top quality.

7. Assemble a sufficient supply for truckload ship-
ments of 500 to 625 cases of clean, uniform quality regu-
larly.

8. Use new cases, flats and fillers for all out-of-state
sales.

9. Form a statewide egg dealer association to main-
tain a continuous educational and public policy pro-
gram. This organization would be more effective if it
were a member of a state poultry federation.

10. Provide a North Carolina certified egg program
to maintain quality standards that will give buyers more
confidence in their egg purchases.



Estimated Hen Surplus and Deficit by Counties
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