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Saving EnergyW

With Woodburning Stoves and Fireplaces -- Unit I

Years ago, our grandparents used wood- and
coal-burning fireplaces and stoves to heat their
homes. These were the only ways they, had to
keep warm during the winter.

Then electricity and natural gas made
central heating and air conditioning easy.
People closed up their fireplaces and removed
their woodburning stoves.

Today, modern families are again using
woodburning fireplaces and stoves. They do
this to save money and fuels.

The prices of electricity, home heating oil,
and natural gas have gone up. It’s no longer
cheap to heat homes this way. Families can buy
wood or cut their own to heat their homes for
less.

If you have heat from a wood fire, your
electric, gas, or oil heating unit doesn’t have to
run as much. This means less fossil fuel* 15
used, and it also means the family pays less.
Boys and girls today help their families by cut-
ting and stacking firewood and by conserving
energy in their homes in other ways.

Saving energy using woodburning fireplaces
and stoves is great. But unless we’re careful,
our wood stoves and fireplaces can cause
personal injury or home fires. Take this wood—
burning safety quiz to' see how you rate as a
Super Saver in woodburning safety.

*Fossil fuels come from decayed plant and animal matter.
After thousands of years, the decayed matter forms oil, coal, or
natural gas undergrOund. These fuels are called nonrenewable
because we can’t make more. Wood is called renewable
because we can grow more to replace what we use.

True or False?
Circle T for True and F for False.
T F 1. A good safety test is to feel surfaces near

your stove. If the wall or floor is hot, your
stove is too close.

T F 2. Keep things that will burn—wood,
magazines, chairs—at least 36 inches
from the stove or fireplace.

F 3. Use only charcoal lighter fluid to start a
fire in a fireplace or stove.

F 4. Before adding wood to a fire, remove
loose clothing that could catch fire.

. Coal may be burned in any stove or
fireplace.

F 6. Keep ashes in any convenient container
such as a cardboard box or can.

F 7. Remove items from around the stove that
might cause someone to trip and fall
against the stove or into the fireplace.

. It’s okay to burn trash in the stove or
fireplace.

T F 9. The chimney need not be cleaned if you
always burn a hot fire.

T F 10,. Only houses with a fireplace or wood
burning stove need a smoke detector.
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How did you do? Score yourself from the answers
on the back. Rate yourself as follows:
Super Saver—9 to 10 correct: Share your smart-
ness with someone.
Clever Clover—6 to 8 correct: If you don’t get
careless, you’ll end up a Super Saver.
Singed Whiskers—4 to 5 correct: Your whiskers
will grow back; hope you learned something.
Walking Time Bomb—0 to 3 correct: Quick, learn
something about safety in the 4—H Safety project.
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There's nothing like
a nice fire to take

the chill off a room.

Think I’ll just toss
in this trash to burn.

It’s too cold for a
trip to the garbage.

There IS nothing
Oh, no! like a fire to take

the chill off a room!

What if everyone in your town or community
knew how to save energy safely?

There would be fewer accidents and fires, right?
Maybe not.

You see, just knowing how to save energy and
how to be safe isn’t enough. You’ve got to do
something about it to get any results.

Super Saver says you can do something—join

the energy action team. Look at this checklist for
saving energy safely. These are some ways you can
save energy and avoid accidents, too. When you
have done at least eight of the activities, you’ll rate
as a Youth Energy Action (YEA) Team member.

Remember: take action today for energy
tomorrow.



Answers to Wood Burning Safety Quiz
I,T2.T3.F4.T5.F6.F7.T8.F9.F10.F


