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(&) Todacce

damage in the Old Sparta section of the county. Several farmers
collected 100# on their hail insurence policies.

As to varieties, the farmers are phltu‘ the ones that are n- heaviest
yielders, Bottom Special is perhape the most pop

were nupx-uavmmm variety. It gives good ylelds and is an
excellent curer, Rufus Thomms, Rocky Moumt, B-2, tried some of the
Yellow Special wariety developed at the Virginia Experiment Station, Fe
says that it ylelds good and that he intends to plant more in 1946,
White Stem, Virginia Bright Leaf and Mammoth Gold are still popular in
the Maocclesfield seotion, This iw a section of the gounty noted for
mising quality tobacco. lNot as much attention is paid to quality mow,
quantity is the thing that counts, It is the comelusion of meny that
when price ceilings are lifted, the market will go bask on a grade and
quality basis. This oould very easily take place on the 1948 erop.

(o) Peamuts

Ag in the last 3 years, Bdgecombe County farmers again planted large
acreages of peamuts, Help was scarce and German prisoners were used to
barvest the crop, The yield this year was extremely poor in some sections
of the county snd the over-all yield is wuch lower than last year. The
quality of the mits are gemerally good and prices are well above the
government support price of eight cents per pound.

The prisoners—of-war stacked & total of 76,152 stacks of peamits for
88 farmers. They aleo assisted a few farmers in threshing their peamuts.

The use of sulphur for the control of leafspot was limited largely for
the reason that labor just was not available at the time the sulphur
should have been applied. Frequent rains also interferred with the
normal dusting schedule. Aeroplame dusting was done for several farmers
and excellent results have been reported by some where the dusting was
done mccording to schedule and was not washed off too quickly after being
applied, C. J. Weeks reports that he 1s getting 3 to B bags per acre
more on the peamuts he dusted than on those left undusted.

Treating seed to prevent decay was quite gemeral this year. Most of the
faruers make this their prectice. They have beem convinced by tests and
results during previous years that this is a paying practice. Practically
one-third of the peamut farmers follow this practice.

Three peamt fertilisation demomstrations were started this year with

C, J. Weeks, R. C. Barnmhart and H, S, White. All three of these involved
fertilising the crop preceding psamuts, therefore they are on a two-year
tasis., Ioth R, 0, Barnbart and H, S, White fertilized soybeans at
variable rates with 3-12-12. These plots are to be planted in peamuts

in 1946 and ylelds checked to determine the value of indirect fertilisa~
tion. 0. J. Weeks used 150 pounds of muriate of potash per acre on one
plot of corn and none on the rest. Peamuts are to follow the corn mext
year and effect of potash will be noted.

The results of the study of the effect of different rates of caloium
on extremely scid, sandy soil made in coop don with the Experi
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Station with H. 8, White are not avallable at this date. Variations
between plots ran as high as 9 bags, however,

Dr, Oollins s %o be complimented on his handling of the agromosy
progran, More real progrees has been made under the corn production
progrea insugurated Yy bim than has been made in & long time. The
timely information in the leaflets prop: under his direction
were an important factor in getting good ideas scross to the famers.

2., TYorestry
Forestzy is begiming to play a more important part in the faming
4

pair and uild homes.

Forestry thinning and care of the farm wood supply have been emphasised
by the agents, People are slowly begimning to realige the value of
this on their fams. Rfforts are deing made wherever possible to
conserve and replenish the depleting wood supply. Severel people have
ordered trees to set out as & method of replenighing their wood supply.
People ordering trees this year are:

A A, Dattle 800 Red Cedare
Mrs. Ous Z. Lancaster 8500 Red Cedars
J. C. Powell 2,000 Loblolly

1,000 Longl eaf
Romaine Howard 10,000 Lotlolly

2,800 Longl eaf
Dail Holderness 10,000  Loblolly
B, 8, Bamondson 10,000  Lodlelly

Total 36, 800

Over G5 of the acreage of Edgeconbe County is in forest or in waste
land that should be in forest. This county is badly in need of a Farm
Forester, A full time man could bde used %0 a very good advantage for
wood lot management by the farmers in the county,

Mr, A, A, Battle, who began a Christmas tree project with a quarter of
an acre of Bed Cedars in 1932, is still selling Christmms trees, Mr.
Buttle has set out addiilonal cedars recently to take place of those

he has sold., He has no troudle in finding plenty of customers for his
trees, lr, Battle finds this & productive and profitable method of tree
groving.

Several calls for timber made 1t secure & Fam
Forester to crulse and mark certain tracts for ntih.. The sexrvices

of J. B Fobbs, Wake County Farm Forester, was secured and estimates
were made for W. C. Hargrove, Tarboro, B-2, and Johanie O. Cooke,
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Whitakers, R-1. Cooke had been offered $950.00 for a traet of tisber

on his place on & clean cut basis. Mr. NHobds marked the trees timt
should be out, & buyer accepted his estimate and bdid on & per thousand
basis, agreeing to eut only the trees which Hobbe hed marked. Oooke
received §1,899.85, twice the original bid, and becsuse of the Forester's
seleotive marking he can expect to sell amother erop of Srees 10 or 15
yoars from now, Mr. dargrove's timber was marked in the same mamner,

but before & sale could be made & severe fire burned over his woods,
obliterating the marks, Others requesting this service were Frask
Edmondson, Kiss Sally Staton and Dai) Holdernees.

My, Oresber, the Extension Forester, is one of the most respected members
of the specialist staff, not only Yy the farmers of the eounty Wt Yy
the townspeople as well, His ability to adapt his talk to his sudience
has made hin friends among the business leaders as well as smong 4-H Clud
nembers.

3. Hortioulture

The 4~H Clud boys and girle of the county have for the past seversl
years made up a cooperative fruit tree order. During the past nn- they
ordered 871 fruit trees for 68 farmers in the sounty, Through thi:

method they are able to offer the farmer a chance to get good mn trees
at & reasonmable price.

The fruit crop in the county was light this year. Lack of labor and
equipment prevented many people from spreying their trees this year.
Borers continue to be one of the worst menaces to pesch production.

Home gardens did not have to be emphasized ty the agents this year.
Rationing and shortages made everyone realize the need of reising their
own food. Yor the people in Tardoro, the Kiwanis Club offered priges to
the persons having the best gardems, The County A, and the fone
Agent were the judges. The gardens were judged during the year
and the winners were Mr., J. D. Padgett and Mr. L. W. Shook.

Community camning has been brought atout by installation of canning
equipment at Leggett and South Bdgecombe schools. More fruits, vegetables
and meats were canned by the people in those sections than ever before.
Several days were spent by the people in each community canning for the
schools lunch reoms.

There were 42 boys taking gardening as their 4-H project. Food production
and conservation were stressed at the 4-H ocamp this eummer,

The Town of Tarboro has bacome Gonsoious of its neglect to the trees on
the streets and in the comson. The advico of “ohm Harris, Extension
Hortioultural and Landscepe specialist was sought by the tree committee
and as usual he very ably presented a beautification plan for the town
that was adopted by the committee,
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4, Poultzy

Oreater emphasis has beem placed wpon eulling of poultry this yesr as
the feed for poultry has been shorf, There are several very good flocks
of chickens in the county. The agents culled some flocks and found
only about 5-106 eullg which 1s low, On the other hand thers were
some bad floeks in which almost B50% were olassed as sulls.

Mr, H, M, Britt, 8r., of Tarbore, R-l, is still an R.0.P. breeder. He
is the only sush breeder in Rdgecombde County at presemt. Mr. Bpits
has won wide acclainm for his success as & Hhode Island Bed Breeder.

¥ith the shortage of meat, demand for broilers and fryers increased
during the year, It was almost impossidle to odtain chicks unless one
pisced their order 2 or 3 months in advance.

There were 39 boys enrolled inm poultry in the ¢-H clubs in 1945, Thirty
two of them completed their projects, whioh invelved arcund 3,425 birds,

6. Dairy Cattle

Considermble interest is being shown in milk produstion prineipally
for home wse. Ry food rationing, from radio -rograms and through the
efforts of the agents, people are realising more and more the need of
milk in & balanced diet to help Amerioca grow strong.

There have been a lot of oattle sales in the m this year, Several
dalry farmers have seeded new p old ones.
Temporery pestures have pl..d & very lw”lrlt M anong our establish-
el dairymen ae & source of cheap feed, Several have adopted a progrem
of contimaous gresing, This is done by using ssall grains, winter
legunes and zye grass in the fall, winter and spring, and soybeans, red
clover and lespedesa in the summer and early fall. These erops stimlate
nilk flow as well as provide an of food producti

Nany farmers have made imp. in their p t pastures by
applying lime, phosphate and fertilizer. Reseeding and terracing have
elso played an important part in the removating of some of our pasture
lands.

A mumber of the dairymen were asked to plant 1 to 3 acres of alfalfe
last fall as demonstrations. Those planting were well pleased with

the results and the majority are expanding their acreage. Dairymen seed-
ing alfalfa this fall are George Bradley, Thomas L. Tolson and A, C.
Mims, Suffleisnt hay has always been an ever present prodlem with our
dairymen, Alfalfa may be the possible solution. C. H. Hexnderson seeded
aporoxinately 20 seres in Red Clover and 9 acres in Ladino Clover for
his dairy herd this fall. All of the above followed the Extension
Service recommendations as to lime, fertilizer and seeding rates and
practices.

There were 15 boys shown enrolled in dairy calf in 4-E Clud work.
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8, DBeef Cattle, Sheep and VWork Stock
A, Boef Cattle

The beef cattle progran during the past year was centered on herd man-
agment, Fifty-four beef cattle producers were advised to practice
controlled breeding, breed cows in April, May and June. Creep feed
calves a grain mixture during swmer while they were running with their
mothers, Sell their calves in the fall at weaning time when they are
from 6 to 8 months old, Oull out poor producing cows and mot to keep
more cows than could be wintered over in good condition, A mumber of
o} ube cattle producers have already adopted these prineiples and
are well pleased with the results they are getting.

C, V¥, Mayo, Tarboro, B-1, has followed the prectices outlined above
for the past three years and is exceedingly well pleased with the
results, In September of this year he sold st suction a mumber of his
calves that were dropped inm Jamuary, February and March. These calves
averaged & 1ittle over 500 pounds and sold for an average of $81 per
head,

Ten Hereford tulls were placed in the Alabema Consignment Sales by

H. 0, Shelton, of Specd, and J. L. Wiggins, of Moolky Mount, R-2. O, W,
Mayo, another purebred Hereford producer, sold 2 calves at the State
sale,

More interest is being shown in both permanent and temporary pastures
for beef ecattle grasing. Approved seed mixtures are being sown and more
farmers are inclined to follow fertilizer and liming recommendations.
Permanent pastures are also being seeded on better land.

The Anmal Fat Sgoek Show and Sele held at TNosky ount this year was
one of the best insofar as beef cattle were concerned. The 69 head
of culves showed the result of good feeding. There were 0 emtered from
Bdgeconbe in the sale. These brought from 23)¢ to 264 per pound and
were shown ty R H. Moore, Sally Anderson, Virginia Erysnt, Peggy
Bryant, Willias Moore, Jr., Douglas Eason, Hstelle Flye and Felix
Stallings. The Grand Cheampion of the show brought $1.00 per pownd,
Edgecombe placed fourth in the county group of five and the Judging
team, compossd of William Moore, Jr., Cescil Simons, and Calvin Briley,
plaged third.

Interested Husiness men, farmers, ete., of the county formed the
4~k Development Association for the benafit of the 4=H Olud
bly- and girls vho desire to feed calves for the shows and sales.
of the ization is to see timt Rdgocombe elud members
pt a mr and resgonable price for their ealves.

The majority of those calves were purchased locally and the same thing
holds true with thoee purchased this summer for the next spring show
and sale. In faot, all of those purchased bty the boys this summer were
locally raised calves, The average cost per pound, purchese price plus
cost of feed, equalled 18,1 cents and the average selling price of those
:ll last spring was 23,08, leaving a net profit for the feeders of

.04,
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A, Beef Cattle (cont'd)

Mr, L, I, Case, Extensgion Animal hm has given excellent cooper-
ation to the fammers ly aiding them in making purchases and helping

them to select good breeding stock as well -nuul-\h suggestions
as to the care and fesding of both beef cattle and sheep. Fe is well
1liked by the farmeps and they respect his judgnent,

B, Sheep

Labor difficulties have affected sheep produotion too, Several flock

owners have Aisposed of their sheep beomuse of incompetent help to look
aftor them. A majority of the remaining flocks have been incressed in
size and there are now bitween 35 and 40 flocks in the county, Farmers
with flogks prodnge wool and lambs either for home use or for commereial
purpoees, The majority of the commereial producers are carrying out a
definite flock mnsgement program. They follow a sound breeding, feed-
ing and gsnitation program from which they are getting good results.

The lamd crop nudcr.pu steady l-pn'..\ Mn‘hnpu\ uv-d
years ly the frequent introducti d sires, I

given us the dest nnn-uﬂuh;m—ﬂm needs, At least Mof
the rams in the county are purebred Hampshires. Each year several new
rams are purchased, Tho following bought Hampshire rams during the past
sumert J. O, Powell, Tarbore, H, G. Shelton, Speed, and J. Herbert
Pittman, Whitakers, B-1. These were all obtained from the Experiment
Station at Wenom,

Two shipments of lambs were made this year. The first shipment consisted
of 193 lanbe going to Xingan & Co., Richmond, Va., om & f,0.b, basis, with
the cholce lambe dringing 164 per pound, good 154 per pound, medium l4¢
and common 8¢ per pound. The second shipment was made on July 3rd., At
this time 140 head were shi; f.0.h. %o Bwift & Campany. Choice lambs
in this shipment brought » €00d 148¢ and meddum 12§¢ per pound,

The wool was handled in & pool at Williamston this year instead of at
Plymouth and Tarboro, as it had to be assemdled in gar lots of mot less
than 16,000 pounds for the Commodity Credit Corporation. BEdgecombe farmers
placed 2654 pounds of wool in the sale for wvhich they received an initial
payment of $940,41, Advances were at the rate of 474 per pound for olear
wool, 374 per pound for light burry and 32¢ per pound for hard burry.

Internal parasites still remain one of the biggest problems in connection
with sheep raising in Rdgecombe Cownty. The mew phenothiszine-salt
nixture treatment has given good results. Lambs carried over as breeding
stoek do wuoh better when the mixture is available at all times. Over
half of the sheep producers in the county now use this method of adminmi-
stering phenothiagine.

R V., Knight and M. 7. Ruffin both made an exosptional record with their
sheep this year. MNr. Enight has a flock of 29 sheep, 28 ewes and a ram.
The ram is & purebred Hampeshire thet was purchased from the Test Farm at
Wemona. The ewes are grade Hampshires as Mr. Knight has been using
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purebrod Hampshire rams for about 15 years and saving some of the best
owve lambs to replenish his flock. In the cooperative lamd sale at
Tarboro on May 22 he sold 28 lambs for a total of $381.70, In addition,
he kept two lambs ot home to slaughter for his own use, Of the 28
lambs sold, 15 greded ohoice and averaged 100 pounds per hesd, bringing
164 per pound. Nine graded good and averaged 89 pounds per head, dring-
ing 15¢ per pound,

On June 22 at the wool pool im Williamston Mr, Knight sold 175 pounds
of clear wool for 474 per pound.

The total returas from Mr. Knight's flock of 29 sheep for 1945, in-
cluding both lawbs and wool, was $486.78 or a return of $15.81 per ewe.
His gross income per ewe in 1944 was $11,33,

My, Knight stated that his sheep pay him a greater return on the amount
of money he has invested in them than any other class of livestoeck on
the farm, He flushes his ewes in July and August and removes the rem
about the middle of September, This makes his lambe come in December
and Jameary. He makes a preotice of wintering his floek in the field
when plenty of cover crops are sown. He says that & m

end erimeon clover or rye grass and crimeon clover gives excellent
grezing. In preparing the lambs for market he oreep feeds them with o
grain mixture in addition to their greging. During spells of bad
weather he would also supplement the old sheep with hay aad grein. His
flock normally is twrned in the field as s00n as peamats heve beem
threshed, usually about Decesber 1, and are allowed to run in the fiel
and on cover crops until planting time, Some of the crimson clover is
then fenced off so that green grasing can be supplied until the lambs
are shipped and the old sheep go on permanent pasture.

M. T, Buffin, Tarboro, B-3, & newcomer to the sheep business, sold his
lasb crop this year for an average of $16,20 per head.

C. Work Stock

Horse and wule clinics were held this year at Lawrence's store and
Rowland Pittman's store. A total of 256 mules were treated for Wts
and had their teeth floated. Young mles on the local markets are very
high., A good pair of young mules cost from §780 to $1000. Very few
colts are now being raised in the county,

7. Swine

The hog population of the county hit a new low this past year. Feed
has been very scarce for three years due to a short cora erop. The
farmers of the county foresaw the shortage of feed and sold their sows
and kept only the bare minimum to produse meat for home use. With the
present price of feed and hog ceiling of $14.55 per cwt, there is mo
profit in buying feed and feeding out pigs.
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During the sumer there was an extreme shortage of meat., Zven now
pork is very scarce. Lard and bacon have e "under the counter
for a monber of months and indieations are they will remain there for
& vhile yet. The demand for barbecus and feeder pigs has risea
tremendously. Pigs at the suction markets were bringing as much as
finighed hogs. Ceiling prices were not in effect on feeder pigs. A
person could get almost any price for a pig weighing 60 to 126 pounds.

Vith a good corn erop, people are beginning now to look for feeders,
As & remult of all the selling of sows and small pigs there are none
to be had, Vhere awy are found, the price is too much to Justify
feeding out,

Even though hog mumbers are being reduced, interest in good breeding
stock is being maintained. This fall a purebred boar sale was again
held at Rosky Mount in cooperation with the N, C. Swine Breeders
Association. The following purchases were made by Rigecombde farmers:
2. V. Long-Duroec boar from M. C. Brentley, Spring Nope; J. R, Pitt-
Spotted Poland China from 8, L, Lewls, Spring Hope; J. P, Lewis-
Berkshire from J. R. Stevens, Paluyre; Mat Mayo-Hampshire boar from
A, 7. Powell, Colersin; J, P, Armetrong-Durco boar from N. A, Reymolds,
Clinton; C. L., Harrell-OIC boar fyom 7. R. Stevems, Monroe; and

J. P, Bason-0IC boar from T, R. Stevens, Monroe. Many sows and gilts
have been swapped about in the county.

Like sheep the greatest drawback o ewine production is the int 1
parasite problem. Most of the commercial producers in the county have
found that it 1s essential to practice sanitation if hogs are to be
raised at a profit. The majority of the farmers raising them for home
consumpbion still pay very little sttemtion to this fmportant probdlem.

The Bastern Caroline Fat Stock Show at Boeky Mount has been worth mach
to both breeders and fat hog producers in furnishing & pattern for
type in this section., It has oreated considerable interest in good
feeding practices and in producing the type of hogs that will finish
off at the right stage. It has aleo shown the advantage of cross breeds
for general commercial purposes. In the swine division Edgecombe
farners oaptured quite & fow "firstt and gave keen competition in every
class and came off with a good share of the prise monay.

Edgecombe farmers who were wimners in this department are: ¥. W. Flye,
Battleboro; F. L. Wigging, Tarboro, B-3; 7. 7, Taylor, Tarbore, B-3;
C. L. Hardy, Battleboro, A-1; C. J. Weeks, Tarboro, B-3; D. L, Quinay,
Whitakers, A-1; Harold A. Breswell, Whitakers; and Cliff Weeks, Jr.,
Tarboro, B-3., Hoge sold for ceiling price of $14.55 per ewt.

Jack Kellqy, new Swine Specialist, has made quite an impression on the
hog breeders in the county., They like his quiet demeancr and sincerety.
He is ably filling t'e shoes of his predecessor, E. V. Vestel,
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8. Plant Pathology

Quite a fow fammers treated peamut seed at planting time this year,
This is rapidly becoming an important prectice with the peamut farmers.
Result demonstrations have shown that peamut stands can be inoressed
by as mich as 60f by following r ded treating praoti

Peanut dusting was widespread this yemr, Hovever, the lack of lador
and reins prevented many of the farmers from dusting who would have
otherwise, Several farmers put on only ome or two applications due
to insufficient labor. They stated, however, that & difference could
be seen in the peamubs.

Hue mold of tobasco was very prevalent bat the damage was light,
losalie showed up in & muber of fields this year, especially vhen
tobacco was grown behind tobacco. Sore sheank and oot rot were also
prevalent to some extent in the county. Over 150 pounds of tobasce
seed or emough to plant over 10,000 scres were cleaned and treated for
farmem: in the county, The treatment was for angalar leafspot, & dle-
ease which is earried over on the seed.

A regular practice among cotton farmers now is %o treat thelr seed
with for the 1 of “damping off" organims. There are
three concerns in the county that clean and treat seed commercially
and most farmers usually have their seed treated by them rather than
do 1t on the farm, This year cotton fields showed signs of rust, It
was general throughout the county, however, the strong winds that
cane in August could have been a factor in the falling off of the
leaves.

Headgquarters for a erop dusting service by aeroplane has bdeen
established in Tarboro. This proved to de of valuable aid to farmers
in this area in their fight against insects and plant diseases.

9. IEntomology

Tamers were given timely inf tion and suggesti regarding the

control of mjor erop insccts. The flea beetle, dud worm, horn worm
and garden insects were the ones about which the most frequent calls
were made. The Doll weevil and red spider came in for their share as
well as the corn chinch bug and shatter worm.

The arsenste of lead and corn meal poison mixture was followed Yy the
majority of the tobacco growers for the control of bud worms. Paris
green and arsenic of lead was the most popular poison for eontrolling
the horn worm and the fles beetle. Rotetone was used lty some farmers
in an attempt to get rid of flea beetles on the beds.

Seed demlers reported a great demand for insectieides, particularly
for Rotemone than ever before, Substitutions bad to be made for
Rotenone as the supply was restricted by shipping conditions. Oryolite
and other available materials had to be substituped. Hardly a day
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9. Mntomology (cont'd)

passed that the agents weren't asked for advice on control measures for
some type of garden insect. With the present emphasis on

and food production it hms resulted in a great demand for both
ingecticides and for the agents time in aseisting with control and
remedial probtlems,

The new insecticide DDT has caused much interest among people of thie
oounty. Bveryone was anxious to obtain some of the material after the
% that the go t had released it for civilian use.
Incessant mid-sumner rains made mosquitoes very bed. A new insesticide,
sabadilla dust, has proven to be very effective against collard bugs.

The outbreak of chinch bugs was more severe and over a more widespread
area this year than ever before. Di-nitro dust, a chemical dust fur-
nished by the Bureau of Plant Industry, gave practiecally 100% control
when used properly., There were 1800 pounds used in this county for
protection of corn fields., Farmers of the county are being advised

not $o plant comn near their small grain fields. A barrier crop should
be planted between, The only cost of the di-nitro dust to the farmer
was the cost of tramsportation from Charlotte to Tarboro,

10, Agricultural Engineering

Terracing farm lands is still & major problem with the agents, lvery
winter more applications are received than can be filled, More and
more of this work is bedng turned over to the 5C5 as aid should be
given to the fammer at tuilding time. The time of the agents is e
1limited with all requests that seldom can the agent remain for the
building of the terrace.

There were 15,000 feet of tile ordered bty the farmers in the county
during the past year. Those ordering tile were: H. G, Shelton, R, V.
Knight, J. H. Satterthwaite, P. 0. Bullueck, J. C, Oaxlton, B, I,
Bagles, Mrs. Mattie Webd and Iyman Zason. All of these farmers used
the tile to drmin wet, soggy plsces in their fields and have fownd it
to be very successful,

The agents attended meetings of the Home Demonstration Clubs of the
county in September and gave lectures and information about farm
buildings, Many farm families hope to remodel, repair, or duild a
farm home soon, now that the war is over. Nven though all WP
restrictions have been removed, materials camnot be found, The cost
of building now is very high and the quality of some work and materials
is poor. Judging from the requests for plans and blueprints, of both
dwellings and farm Wildings, many new buildings will be erected in the
next few months if materials cen be found.

11. Marketing

The Edgecomde Mutual Livestock Association was organized prineipally
for the purpose of helping farmers market farm produce for which there
was no established market. For the most of the farmm products there
are ready markets located at the comnty seat, but with hogs, beef
cattle, lespedesa seed, orimson clover seed, small grains, lasbs,
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wool, ete., for which there are not definite local market centers,
the disposition ofthese yrodushs to an advantage often becomes &
probles, The association does mot only fumish a cooperative method
of selling produce But cooperative purchases of feed and seed are
made through it also., During the past year the agents have assisted
the mesbers of this sssociation and & mumber of outside farmers in
selling 628 hoge for $20,985,60, 333 lamds for $3,400.29 and 2,664
pounds of wool for $940.41 initial payment for Bdgecombe

farmers, In addition to this farmers were assisted in

$387,36 worth of hytrid seed corn, $570,15 worth of t1le and $532.94
worth of miscellaneous items.

The officers of the By be Mutual Li k Association are:

H, 0, Shelton, President; R. V., Enight, Vice-President; J. L.
Bullusk, Secretary; and Miss A. Helen Harrell, Treagurer. The
directors aret Irvin Cherry, Tarbore, R-2; W. W, Flye, Battlebore,
R-1; Frank Edwondson, Tarboro, B-1; A, M. Turner, Jr., Tarbore, K2
and the officers.

12, Yarm Msnagement

The neod of record keeping has beem brought foreibdly to the attention
of farmers, in the filing of income tax returns. Most all farmers
are now having to file ingome tax retums. With the need of kmowing
something of their expenses, most every farmer keeps some kind of a
record. However, the records be keeps are to his own liking and
does him mo wore good than to serve as & basis of meking income tax
returns, Most of the farmers do not bother to analyse their records
and figure farm income. Many calls were received last spring for
information on filing income tax, Simplified record books and sdvice
on keeping these were given to mamy who tried to file from memory or
insufficient records.

M. C. Braswell Farms had their ammual pienic dinner this year as ususl,
A large crowd attended and al)l had a pleasant time. These meetings
have resulted in better farming for the company by the temants.

In Jamary, joint meetings were held with the Home Demonstration
Clubs in each community. The 1945 crop goals were discussed and &
chart showing trends in prices received and paid by farmers since
1812. All families were cmutioned as to the probability of & drop in
prices soon and %o be prepared for it. Long time plamning and
reserves should be buil$ up to guard against unforeseen dangers.
Inflation should be guarded against also. Prices of goodsmow were
compared to prices of goods in World Var I.

13, 4-H Club Work
County has 15 organiged 4-H Clubs at present, There are

Edgecombe
8 senior elubs and 10 junior clubs. The present emrollment is 281
boys and 486 girle.
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Ag in the past, all elubs were reorganized at the first meeting in the
new school year, Bveryone between the ages of 10 and 21 are uvnu
to the meeting. The Club Agent explains 4~H work as 1t applies

each boy and girl, mu—uuu-r-m:n-am
benefite derived from being & 4-H Club member. After the explamation
of 4-H Club work, any person who wants to join the olud is asked te
stay while all others go to their rooms.

All clubs eleet their officers, consisting of a president, vice-
president, secretary. The rule followed, with mo exoeptions, was that
either a boy or girl could be president but if the president elected
n-awthmuf: hhugtrl.ornunrs. The reason
for this 1s to bave & boy and a girl at the front officiating, Nvery
cludb was given a nimo- electing good olud officers by the olud
lesders and urged to elect only the best from their group, They were
wade to realige their chl would only be as good as thelr of ficers.
Good officers are gemerally elected to all clubs ly this method, The
meetings are called to order Wy the president of the oludb and & short
Joint business program followe., Should there be a special program,

the entire meeting 1s held jointly with the girls, However, if a
special program is not planned the boys and girls separate and the
Agent discusses with the toys some of the problems confronting them
with their projects. Ideas are passed along on how to combat certain
digseases and ingeots, the value of ter swine produetion, poultry
produstion, and many other things. The programs are made more interest-
ing to the olub member ly asking them personal or individual questions
sbout the sudbject. A free discussion is brought about and certain
problems are cleared up at home,

There were nine regular monthly meetings held in all schools. In
addition to thess, 32 recreationsl meetings were held at the schools.
More will be discussed about the recreational meetings later. All
school principals are given notice of meetings ahead of time and the
Agents are always on time. The meetings gemerally last one hour, unless
it is something of particular importance the meeting alweys adjourned
at the sppointed time. Special emphasis is made that each 4-H Club
meeting e held while classes are going on and not while study periods
are held, Mimeographed yrograms are distributed at each meeting. On
the back may be printed something of interest to the clud member such
as anmouncements, fairs, ete.

Special recreational meetings were held at each school. For some
clubs they are held at night and for some during the regular school
hours., These meetings usually lasted two to three hours and were
enjoyed by all, including the Agents. Special groups such as Fome
Demonstration Clubs, PTA, 4-H Neighborhood Leaders, ete., served
refreshments. The school principals approved of these meetings and
cooperated wholeheartedly, After the first such meeting the Agents
were asked ly all clubs to repeat the ocoasion. Some schools were

visited as mawy as three times. The meeting consisted of games, square
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dancing, sports, ete. The Agents feel that these meetings did more
to strengthen 4-H Clud work in Bdgecombe County than any other one
thing, It made the 4~H Cludb manders see that the clud leaders vere
not someons who could not do and enjoy things that they did, Ia

other words, nads them feel ag if their eludb leaders were "regular
fellows".

Wherever possible and practical the Agent asks eash 4-H Cludb member

to have his project separate from their parents' ownership, This is
to make them feel the responsibility and realize the cost and value
of the projeet. So many times the project is the clud members' until
1t 18 9014 and then it is daddy's. A special letter was sent to esch
boy's parents stating the faots about 4-M Clud work, requirements and
recomnendations for the project selected by the bdoy. This did much
toward solving the problem for the clud members at home, Iy having
their project separate and following the directions of thelr elwd
leader the boy in most cases is able to see improvement over his dad's
work, This esuses parents to Sake notice of 4-iH work and sometines
ingist that their other children take 4~H (lub work, Their neighbor's
attention 1s called to the fact and in that way 4-H Clud work is re-
ocognized, improved and enlarged.

Special home visits during the sumer months to 4-H Club members
homes make them know the club leader better and realige that the clud
leader is interested in thelr work. The Agent visited over ’0’ of
all boy 4-K Club members during the past summer months. This nesessi-
tated lots of driving and several trips to some houges as the members
were not always at home.

County Couneil

The 4-H County Comnail 1s made up of officers of each of the thirteem
clubs and & selected group of doy: and girls that are outstanding
leaders in thelr commnities and projects. There are about 76 members
of the council at present. This council meets once sach month now
that the war 1s over. A special program of i to all is pl d
for each meeting. County Council officers are elected and meetings
carried on as regular 4-H Club meetings. It is at such meetings as
these that the Dress Revue, Camning Contest, etc., are held and all
take part,

Camp

4-H Clud Camp was held June 11 to 16 at Jamestown, Va. There were
72 boys and 68 girls that attended, making a total of 140 clud
menbers. Classes were held each morning and instructions in project
study were given. Mr. J. Y. Lassiter, Extension Horticulturist,
spent two days at eamp and gave very interesting information on
garden work and food production. Mr. C. M. Jackson, Atlantio Coast
Line Railroad Livestock Agent, spent two Iq- ﬁnu and gave some
very interesting inf tion on livest

Egch member paid $8,80 to attend camp. Rveryone that could was asked
to pay only 33,00 and carry food. Lots of new members went to camp
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this year, Some went that had never been to 4-FH Cemp before, evem
though they had been club meshers for several years.

All the elub members were ¢ rted to J in trucks, The
Agents had very good cooperation with truck owmers. Mr, W, J. Esson
sent his truck and driver, who stayed all the week, Mr. C. V. Mayo
went his truck also. MNost of the club members went on Mr, A, B,
RPess' trugk, Nveryone thoroughly enjoyed themselves at osmp,

The boys and girls were divided into "A" and "B* groups. These groups
were competitive in sports. Sports included horseshoe, volley ball,
wof ¢ ball and water ball, The two groups were further divided into
four groups to do "K.P,", The camp schedule was as follows:

AN,
7100 Reveille
716 Setting up exercises
and flag relsing
730 Swim
8100 = 8330 Breakfast
8130 - 9100 Police ommp and grounds,
work detail
9100 = 9130 Assembly and class
instruction
9130 = 11130 Follow schedule
11430 - 12130 Free time (Swin)
P
12130 = 1100 Dinner
100 - 2100 Rest period
2100 - 4330 RAucational tours, hikes,
4120 - 6300 Hecreation~ ewin, baseball,
hikes, eto.
6100 - 7100 Supper
7100 - 8100 Recreat ion
8100 - 8130 Vesper services
6120 - 10100 Bvening program, recreation

The superlatives at camp this year were as follows:

Moet Outstanding Ceeil Simons
Naomi Bennett

Cutest Jimmy Holliday
Peggy Manning

Best Dancer M1l Dupree
Jeanne Cale
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Pagt wirmers Calvin Briley
Ann Ellis
Mot Athletio Roy Keel
Maxinoe Warren
Most Original Vines Codd
Rrmalie Lrake
v Biggest Flirts Batty Sue Eason
Bobly Stallings
Beat Dressed Arthur Goodwyn
Cora Les Warren
Best Sport Boy Bess
Naney Villiams
Wittiest Joe Connie Edmondwon
Jackie Webd
Sweetheart of all Patay Cumaings
Campers Selua Herring

In order that emch person in the camp might have sowething os &
remenbrance of the camp, the boye and girls published a camp paper
called "Camp Hi-Lights". This paper was written and edited by the
boys and girls themselves and carried news of interest to the
campers. JNveryone had a chence to contribute something to the

paper.
Fair Activities

There wag only one fair held this year in which 4-H Club menbers
participated. The Rooky Mount Fair was not held. The Tarboro Fair
was held September 26 - October 1.

The Roeky Mount Fat Spock Show was held April 4-5 at Smith and Works
Varehouse in Rogky Mount. Edgecombe 4-H members bad eight calves at
the show, All the calves graded choice., The initial weight of the
aninals was 3811 pounds and cost $5610.68. The feed cost was $543.41
and $41,00 for additional expense. The final weight of the animals
was 6665 pounds and sold for $1602.16 plus $37,18 premiunm and ewerd
woney, The calves gained 2854 pounds and & total profit of $547.285
was made on the ealves, including total money won on premiums and
avards.

The show snd sale were a suocess this year more so than ever. The
czlves from the county bdrought from to 26 cents per pound. Several
local merchants were prepared to uphold prices of the animals should
they drop. As it happemed they had mo need to buy a calf. Their inter-
est was sppreciated ly the boys and girls.
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A group of interested business men and eivie leaders of Tarboro and
surrovnding commmities formed & new organization kmown as the
Rdgeconbe 4-1 Development Associgtion. The object and purpose of
this organiszation are to promote interest in 4~H Jlub work in Bige-
combe Oounty and to engourage participation in 4-K Club projects

as sponsored bty the Agents, This organization will also furnish
funds to purchase any livestock, fowl, fruit tree stock, seed, ete.,
for eny project approved bty the agents. It will also purchase any
of these projects from the club members nt & falr and reasouable
price go the cludb members may slways be assured of getting & good
price for their projeet.

A eooperative fruit tree order was placed by the 4-H Clud members.
In the 1944-48 season they ordered a total of 871 frult trees,
strawberry and dlumeberry plants. Fruit trees have gone wp consider-
ably in prices this yesr. The 4-H Clud members acted as agemts in
taking orders from their parents and neighbors.

There is & 4-H Pig Chain for the 4-H Club boys. The purpose of this
is to increase and improve the quality of the swine in the cowmty. A
boy is given a purebred gilt and when she farrows he gives two gilts
back to be distributed to two other 4-H Club members, After a boy
gives two pigs he bas no other liability and can keep his hog as long
as he wighes.

Ned zhborhood leaders have been selected hy the 4-H Clud members, At
present there are 101 of these., They bave responded to the Agents
call in a1l cases. They have held 4-H Club meetings during the
summer snd launched the elud members on their war bond selling
campaigns.

The Bdgecombe County Farm Buresu recognised the 4-H Clubds in the
county and offered their services and help. They domated $100 to the
club with $80 to be used as tyemsportation to camp and $850 as prises
to the outetanding boy and girl in 4-H Club work in the county. REffoms
were made by the Agents to send the two outstanding elubd memders to
Chicago to attend the 23rd Nationsl 4-H Congress. The Farm Buresu
donated an additional $126 and the banks of the county domated £100.
These banks were the Edgecombe Bank & Trust Uo., Tarbore, Security
National Mmnk, Terboro, Pinetops Banking Co., Pinetops, and Merchants
& Farmers Bank, Macclesfield, In addition, Clark Warehouses domated
$25. Along with the olub members the Assistant Fare Agent also went
to Chicago. This was & very inspiratiomal trip and was enjoyed by
all, The real meaning and seope of 4-H Club work was bought to mind
at that meeting.

Achievement Day Progrem

The Bdgecombe County 4-H Club members held their Ashievement Day
Progrea in Tarboro, October 3, 1945. The program started ly a parede
of 800 4=H Clud members down Main Street and were led by the Roeiy
Mount High School Band, After the parede the elub members went to the
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Bryaa-Jolmson Bell Park where the following Achievement awards were
madet

Outetanding Boy

4~H Member Bobby Stallings South Rdgecombe
Outstanding Garl

4~H Memder Rosalie Brake Leggett
The elimax of the p was the ing of Carson Webd, Leggett

Club, King of Health and Ruly Norris, Speed Club, Queen of Health.

R, L, Harrell, Jr,, Crisp Cludb, and Amn Dreughon, Leggett Club, were
crowned Junior King and Queen of Health,

The eivie oludbs of Tardoro, the Town of Tarboro, Merchants Associs-
tion and Chember of Commerce of Turboro were host to all these clud
mnembers. The afternoon progrem featured brief talks by Miss Ruth
Carrent, State Home Demonstration Agemt, Mr. L. R. Harrill, State

4-H Clud Leader, and Mr. ¥, H, Jeter, Extension Editor. Oames, stunts
and gontests were sponsored by the civic clubs and Merchants Association.
A brunswick stew supper was served to all present at 8:00 o'cloak, after
vhich commnity sing was held. A dance was held that might in the

High School (ymnasium. Bveryone had & good time., This was the bMggest
and most successful 4-H Achievement Day ever held in Tarbore.

A special progrem was given before civiec olubs of Tarbore, Pinetops
and Rogky Mount. There was & total of elght progrems given to these
besides, two PTA meotings and one Farm Buresu meeting, Tea 4-H Clud
members and the two Assistant Agents partioipated. This program did
mach to help publicige 4-H work and its ideals.

4-H Cimreh Sundays were held in May and June this year and a total of
14 were held. Olud members usually took charge of the services and
did all tut deliver the sermon. At some churches & special candle-
1ight service was given in lieu of the sermon. lore participation
in such church work is plamned for next year.

A 4-H trust fund was set uwp ly anomymous individual of Tarboro during
the past year. This fund is in the form of Carolina Telephone and
Telegraph stock from which the olud members will get $24 quarterly.
This money is to be used as the 4-H County Council officers see fit.
The sagents feel that this will do meh towards helping 4-E Cludb work
in the county,

14, Labdor Progrem

The labor situation at the beginning of 1945 was quite eritical from
& farm gtand point., Registrents with farm olassification were being
re-screened by the Local Selective Service Noards. Farm workers were
still drifting to centers of war industries, Very few of those being
discharged from the Army were coming back to the farms. The result of
this was that each farmer took om a little more crop inm an effort to

tend his todacco allotment and keep his farm from lying out.
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At the beginning of the year the Agents had the responsidility of
agsisting the War Board in obtaining information for the Selective
Service Hoards relative to regi s farming operations. As require-
nents for deferment tightemed, all farm boys were required to subdmit new
evidence as to wly they should be deferred. Hach farm boy that was
drafted left an unfilled vacanay on the farm he left. The Var Board met
weekly to consider these omses during the first part of the year. After
VE day, meetings were called only each two weeks and after W day they
were discontinued,

The acute lator situation on the famme was intensified Yy weather condi-
tions, Contimual rains in the growing season, June and July, made less
work days and created more work from the grase stand point. Tobaeco
harvesting loomed ahead as & gigantic task almost imposeidle for ilLs old
men and boys left on the farms. Town hands were relatively seare and hard
to get. To alleviate this situation contracts were made with Bahamian
workers for tobacco priming. Ndgecombe was allotted 52 of these. This
was only & drop in the busket in f11ling the labor meeds, but 1t had ite
effect in lessening competition for loecal labor. Farmers were someshat
dublous as to this labor. Applications were received from 14 farmers and
the contracts were signed on Nay 31, Two additional farmers came in to
sign after representatives of the State Office and W.F.A. had left with
the contracts. The wage boards in emch of the counties involved held
hearings to determine the prevailing wage for priming tobaseo in their
counties. These in turn were sent to Jaleigh where the Director of
Extension established a uniform wage set for the Bahamians throughout the
todbaceo belt. The figures established were 40¢ per hour for the women and
80¢ per hour for men. The Jarmers signing the contracts agreed to furnish
& house, table, chairs and cooking utemsils. A deposit of $12,00 for each
Bahamian was required for blankets, cots and ~ook stove. The Health
Department passed on living quarters, water supply, ete.

The following farmers contracted for the Bubamiane: J. B, Briley, V. L,
Doughtie, and 7. J. Taylor, 6; J. ¥, Bgeon, Jr., 4; Lee Bridgers, 2;
James R. Pitt, 4; J. 7. Robbins, 6; Leslie Oalhoun, 4; Gus. Z. Lancaster,
8; J. E. Bargess, 8; Arthur Fountain, 6; and G. 7. Bottoms, 2. The
contracts called for the Babamians to arrive here on June 30th and leave
on August 4th. Due to heavy troop movements and the Army's No. 1 priority
on travel, the first Bahamians did sot arrive until July 4th and the bal-
ance camé in over & period of ten days. These workers proved to be quite
satisfactory exoept in one instance. They were responsible for saving
quite a bit of tobmcco that would otherwise have beem lost. As previously
stated, their biggest contribution was in taking some of the pressure off
local labor.

The Vage Rate Conmittee for 1945 consisted of J. 0. Powell, Chairmea,
J. 7, Lawrence, John Mayo, H. 0. Shelton, and Henry A. Braswell, Two
meotings were held by this eommittee during the year, one to detemmine
the prevailing wage rate for harvesting toltmoco, the other for digging
peamits in connestion with the use of P,0.¥. labor. No Labor Assistant
was employed to assist with the Bahamians.
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Regponse of city workers for both tobacco work and cotton picking was
better this year than last. Practically no cooks or servants were left
in town during the peak cotton pieking period. Vages for this were
umigually high, beginning at $2.00 per owt. and winding wp at $3.00.

Perhaps the greatest drawback $o obtaining town labor was the "soldiers
allotment” being received bty families ordinarily doing famm work in

the fall. Request for elosing schools was not made this year but
movies depieting the help that town people could give at $imes like
this were shown twice at each theatre ss an edusational feature. The
fils was furmighed by the USDA and resulted in & mumber of registrations
for farm work by the doys and girls in town.

The labor situation again made it necessary to apply for P.0.W.:& to help
with peamut harvesting. The demand was much greater than bdefore for
this type of help. This truly reflected the dire labor situation as
the P.0.¥. work in the fall of 1944 was not at all satisfactory in a
mumber of ingtances. A temporary oamp was established at Scotland Neek
from which Rdgecombe was assigned 150 prisoners and 20 were obdtained
from the permanent osmp at Williamston. Over 100 applications were
received from peamut farmers requesting the use of the prisoners for
stacking peamuts, John J, Iailey, & retwned war veteran, was employed
ae Labor Assistant to handle the applications and chesk on allooations,
bookings, ete. The contraot for the P.0.W.s was handled by the Ndgecombde
Farm Buresu and covered all of the prisoners sllotted %o Bdgecombe.
Farmers applying for the prisoners put up & deposit of $3.00 per prisoner
per day for the period requested. Allocations were made by a committee
consisting of E, 0. Shelton, J. 7. Lawrence, Sr., John ¥ayo and V. R,
Powell., The acreage of peanuts per available man on the farm was the
priority system used in making the allocations. REighty-eight farmers
actually used this lator for digging peamuts. The task this year was
raised from 18 to 26 stacks. Digging conditions were not near as good
a8 last year. The cost per stack was 134 and 76,162 stacks were put up
by P.0.V, labor. This was an average of 20.4 stacks per day per man.
Farmers commenting on the P.O.W, labor stated that it was much more
satisfactory than last year and that it played an important part in
getting their peamuts dug. Prisoners were first used on the 17¢h of
September and work of this nature was terminated on Octoder 20th.

Bven though quite a few farm boye were getting out of the Army Wy the
end of the peamut digging season, many farmers did mot bave sufficient
labor to operate their peamut pickers. Requests were made that the
camp at Scotland Neck be contimued over to furmish help for threshing,
harvesting corm, and other essential fam work. Amy officials agreed
to keep one-half of the prisoners there until November 10. This reduced
Edgecombe's allotment $o 75. Allocations of these were handled by the
same committee on the dasis of five P,0.¥.s %o sach applicant, with
public pickers having first priority and private pickers and com
harvesting following in that order. Thirty-three applications were
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received, but allocations were only made to 30 farmers.

The cost of this use of the prisoners to the farmer was figured at
304 per hour per P,0.¥., the working day to be approximstely 10
hours, The average work day was found to run about 8 hours so that
the dally cost per rpleoner was $2.40. The employer kept a record
of the time made Wy each prisoner he used,

The work %o be done arourd & peamit ploker was something new for the
P.0.W,s dut they caught on and learned quite readily the various tasks
that are performed Suring the threshing operations. Farmers were
highly pleased with the results of the Shis lador, In pulling comn
the prisoners seemed fo be right at home for they did an exeellent Job.

The labor outlook for 1946 is much brighter than for the past seversl
years, Present indications are that a considerable mmber of the boys
gotting out of the armed services are planning to return to farming,
The attitude of the lador on the farm also seems to de bdetter,

Both Mr, Sloan and Mr, Orewford have done a "bang up" job in assisting
us with our labor problems during the past year, Their cooperation
has boen all that we could msk for in helping with both local and
outside labor and in anticipating our needs.

15. Neighborhood Leaders Program

A gystem of neighdorhoods have been established over the county where-
ty certain leaders agreed to contact the families within their

borhood in reference to various programs and campaigns of benefit to

the commnity. The county is divided into 58 individual neighborhoods.
These in turn are grouped into eleven commnities. This proved am
effective method of reaching farm families on short notice whem the need
arose. The leaders selected in each of these neighborhoods have been
most cooperative in owrrying out the various programs assigned to them.
Both men and women serve as leaders and at present there are 137 women
and 192 men serving in this capmoity.

The chief programs carried out through the neighborhood leader wysten
this year were the Food Production Campaign and the War lond Campaigns.
An active part was played by the leaders in the 7th and Vistory Loan
Drives. In the 7th drive, which came at & bad time for farmers in May
and June, rural Edgeconbe was given & quota of $148,000 in ¥ bonds and
raised over §140,081, In the Vietory Loan Drive the quota wes $119,000
and $156,000 was raised. Zdgecombe holds the distriet record of having
reached all of its bond quotas in both this war and World War I.

16. Var Work and BRelated Progrems

Var work and programe in connection with the war effort have demanded
much of the Agents time during the past year. In addition to the
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campaigns relative to the war effort alresdy deacribed under Neighbor-
hood Leaders, the Agent bhas served as Secretary to the USDA War Board,
assisted the AAA retioning committees and cooperated with other local

boards and agencies.

The War Board is the prineipal of these and was composed of H. 0.

Shelton of the A.C.A, as Chairman, the County Agent as Secretary, J. C.
Bubanks of the F.8.A., K. B. Bailey of the Soil Conservation Service,

J. 0, Viek of the Rooky Mount P.C.A., J. D. Wordsworth of the Seed Loan,
W. J. Mayo of the R, KA, and H, N. Cherry, Vocatiomal Teacher. This
board met esch Tuesday in the County Office Bullding, The main funetions
of the board were to furnish the Selective Service with information
nooded in reclassifying farm boys, make recommendations as to deferment
and to pass on applications for farm releases. Their duties cessed on
V-J day and no more regular meetings were held.

In addition to this, the Agent served as Chairman of the War Finance
Committee for the Vietory Loan Drive. The Assistant Agent served as
Agriculturel Chairman in both the 7th and Vietory Loan Drives. The Agent
algo served as President of the local Rotary Club, This made it possible
to push agricultural and related progrems with the dmcking of thie
organigation, It has also made it possible to presemt agriculturel
problems snd activities to the leading business men in Tarboro.

17. Other Agencies

The Triple A Office Torce ms well as the Triple A Committeemen have
been extremely cooperative with the Extension Agents. They have
sought the advice of the agents and followed their suggestions in ad-
minigtering the progresm. The success of the progma in this county
has been due largely to the effort they put forth and the untiring
ability which they have shown in condusting the affairs of the
association, along with the fine cooperative spirit shown in all
matters dealing with the farmers welfare,

The Agent has served as an ex officio member of the County Committee
and has attended the majority of the Uounty Committee mestings. The
committes was composed of H. G. Shelton, Chairmen, J. H. Little,
Vice~Chairman and G, K, Ooff, This committee was able and showed
excellent Judgement in its decisions. The Agents assisted them with
educational campaigns, particularly in regard to soil-building
practices, estabdlisiment of pastures, the use of lime, ete. The
Agents also aseisted the committee in their lumber rationing, trusk
gas rationing, bty furnishing them information about the farming
operations of various farmers.

Bdgeconbe is included in the Soil Conservation District embracing
Pitt, Martin, Greene and Edgecombe counties. R. 5 Balley is the
Work Unit Conservationist for this county. He and the Agent have
cooperated in conducting meetings that were of material interest to
both, At the majority of these meetings some phase of the goil
conservation work was discussed. The farmers were advised by the
Agent to take advantage of this opportunity and sign up their farms
as coopevating units. The response has been good as Mr. Bailay has




Project Activisies and Rysults

17, Other Agencies (econt'd)

more applications ahead than he will de able to take care of in the
next several months, Mr. Bailey is quite cooperative, He and the
Agents work together on certain field prodlems such as drainage,
particulerly on tile, and also on terrecing, contour tillage, perman-
ent pastures, ete.

Outlook and Recommendations

The cessation of tha war, lsbor situation in 1946 and the decrease in
demand for production have had & psychological effect on the farmer.

He no longer feels that he is under obligation to plant every scre
poseidle in & war ecrop, he no longer has to make wnits %o keep some
farn worker out of the Ary. Manwy farmers are taking the attitude

that they will only plant those crops for which they have sufficient
labor on the farm to cultivate and barvest as it should be. They
prefer $o let land 1ie idle rather than overcrop the temants they have
on the farm and let the grass eat them up like t hay did this year.

This attitude on the part of the farmers should have & good effect

on farm labor and create a feeling of willingness to work, Returning
war workers and returning service mem will definitely sffect the labor
situation in 1946, There is & tendency among returning service men

to take up other work than farming, but a good number are drifting back
to their father's farme or back into the neighborhood in which they were
raigsed. Though the prospects are for more labor, labor will mot be
cheap snd the indications are that it will be even higher than last year.

Production goals for 1946 have not as yet been anmounced. The present
attitude of the farmers indicates that there will be 2 slight upward
trend in the produection of cotton in '46. The acreage and production
of cotton reached a new low this year. There will be, appareatly, &
downward trend in the screage of peanuts. ﬂunupwrylou this
year coupled with the faet that the wge farmer planted more

than he eould properly t.dlhhyurmﬁh'n-hmuw there
will be a ghift downward next year, Tobacco is still the No. 1 erop
from & cash return stand point and will get first call on the awilable
labor, More emphasis will be placed on quality rather than on the
production of pounds in 1946, The trend is toward an increase in soy-
beans for beans due to better yields this year. The corn screage will
prodadly de decreased, with more emphasis on increased yields per acre.
This years tests have shown remarkable possidilities along this line.
Interest has waned somewhat on beef cattle and sheep due principally to
incompetent help., With the good com erop this year we can expect &
material increase in hogs for market next year., Very few hogs were
grown out to mariket weights during the past six months as the feeder
market (or block market) made it much more profitable to sell as feeders
or breeders, Shoats weighing 86 to 110 pounds at one time were selling
from 26 to 30 cents per pound, One sow with eight pigs sold for $140,00.
Small pige were umusually high too, This condition completel; disrupted
the fat hog market where ceilings of $14.58 per ewt. applied. Indice-
tions are that laying flocks will also be decreased in 1946,

The present outlook is that there will be a definite tremd toward
mechanigation where mechanical equipment is again available., Iven though




Outlook and Recomsendations (cont'd)

the labor outlook is better, labor costs are still high -A m trend
is still wpward, Other costs of produstion are alse

rise, m.uptusomnnunnd-mmun«n
if prices remain stable,

The most prectical way for famers to maintain thelr preseat income
18 S0 reduce costs. This can be done Yy increasing the yields per
acre, tims reducing the cost per unit of products produced., The cormn
produsction demonstrations and the cotton five-acre contest both have
shown that this is practical. The Agmts feel that their Sime can
best be devoted to this end in 1946 and are incorporating the prin-
oiples of increased ylelds in their long time program. Methods of
sccomplishing this are outlined in the plan of work. A contimuation
of the corn produsti 13 ereating more interest in the
cotton five-pore comtest, calling attention to the value of good
stands, heavier fertiligation and earlier seeding will be of value in
inoreasing yields and maintaining the present living standard of our
farners.

Hespectfully submitted,

L2 traaaac .

Assigtant County Agent




