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INTRODUCLTION

Edgecombe county one of the largest counties in the State. has Q
populatioa that is 60% Negro. The rate of tenancy is fiery high. In some
neighborhoods the entire papulation work. by day. This condition is pro-
blbly responsible for the constant moving i‘ran neighborhood to neighborhood.
On some farms in the county tenants have lived with one landlord so long he
has a feeling of ownership. There is a general feeling or friendliness
among bothnces.

The percentage of Negro Landowners is naturally law. There are 1350
Negro operators. 9? full owners. 19 part owners.

In spite of any handicaps the Extension Program moves ahead. This is
due in part to the fine relationship mung Extension vorsers of both races.

The county commissioners have equipped the Negro Home agent's office
at a coat of 8 700.00. This includes an electric stove. sink and running
water cabinets and decorating laboratory also equipment for demonstration
purpOses. The chairman. Mr. J. W. Forbes shows his interest by occasional
visits to the office.

COOperation local business firms continues. The Agricultural workers
council. composed of all agencies in the Agricultural field. has not gold
its meetings as regular this year due to extra haavy programs of workers.

A step forward this year is the addition of an assistant Negro home
agent. This addition was made possible because of the Farm and Home Improve-
ment program being conducted in the county. The county gave a small increase
in salary this year. The local paper gives front page publicity to articles
sent in for publication on Extension Fragram.
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ORGANIZATION-COUNTY COUNCIL

Number of meetings held this yeu--..---..--.-.-------..--- 3
Number or members “tending..--.----------..--...--..----..- 310

The council hns bed one of its best yours. The agent felt thet if
for no other reason then the feet thst for the first time in our work the
president of the council ens well informed enough to come in end hold e
two hour plenning meeting in prepsrstim for the Jennery meeting. She
hsd things to suggest. It was from her suggestions thst the progren ens
planned

The Jennery meeting wss used as e planning meeting. Goals were set
for 1946. The new progrem Wes presented to the women. The home egent treined
club officers so esch might be sble to do n better job. Good results were
noted.

Some ectivities thst were planned and sponsored by the county council
are:

(s) Member ship drive---.----------.e6 new club members
(1:) Presdnt 1: pressure csnner to the best clubin the county for

the your. (Formerly given by bone agent)
(c) Decided each club should score themselves for the you.
(d) sponsored-Notional Food Prepsretion Week
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ORGANIZATION-COUNTY COUNCIL

(e) Orgenited the cleen—up cempeign
(f) Reieed its fee from 8 2.00 to O 6.00 per yeer
(g) let its Stnte obligetione of 8 2.50 tederetion fee end pnid

delegetee expenee to the meeting.
(h) Decided to have n 4-H club lender in eech lone Demonstretion club
(1) Pienned end eponeored Achievement Dey program pnying of ell expenses

attached
In the October meeting 19e5 the council group decided to broeden

or enlarge its membership by bringing in county project lenders and inviting
us meny representetivee ea poesibie in the county to ettend its meetings.
It is felt that all ngenciee need to know what the progren is end how it
is being carried out.
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ORGANIZATIOI—FIP‘TH ANNUAL AQiIEVEMENT DAY

Home Demonstretion clube or Edgeccoxbe County held their fifth ennuel
Achievement “ey program in the Pettillo High School November ll. 1946 at
8:00 o'clock.

This year year merged the first cttenpt to here the noting It night
end else to have home demonetntion clubs clone. Heretol‘ore it hes proven
confusing to hem more than one group participate in one achievement event.
The ‘gent l'eele that the women got more enjoyment out 01‘ their program this
way.

The theme for the program In centered around work dene on the Kitchen
project. Miss Alice Hines 01" the Sh-xrpeburg club gave a demonstration on.
'Convenient Working; Heighte in Kitchen'. The women modeled I'Correct Kitchen
Attire' in the dress revue. Kitchen curteins were exhibited with the food
coneervetion exhibits in the homeegent office.

All of the feeturee were not only educationel but were held in preparation
for the ennuel Dietrict Rderation Meeting.

Blue. Red and White ribbons were made up for overdo. Eech exhibit curried
three plecings. In eech first place theee winnere were to represent the
county at the district meeting.
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ORGANIZATION-FIFTH ANNUAL ACHIEVEMENT DAY

Winners were as follows:
Kitchen Curtains- First. Mrs. Lucy Phillips-Shupsburg clubSecond. Hrs. lugeret Tsylor. Shsrpsburg clubThird. Hrs. Lillie Orshem. Providenc
Cunning Contest-First. pesches-Mrs. Mary Tucker. KingsboroSecond. ' Mrs. Mittie Throne. SherpsburgThird. ' Mrs. Mugeret Taylor. sherpsburg
Dress Revue-Dresses. first. Mrs. Lucy Phillips. ShsrpsburgCoveralls. first. Mrs. Dannie Hsrt. KingsboroAprons. i'irst. airs. Bessie Psrker. sharpsburg

Rev. Robert McNeir oi‘ the white Episcopal church delivered the cddress.
Mrs. Mu'y Tucker. president of the county council presided and extended
greetings,
About 125 ettonded the event.
The Sherpsburg ciub urns recoEnized es the best club for 1946 end will
receive the pressure cenner presented by the county council.
Ail ten you club members were honored.
All club members making perfect attendence redords for 1946 were recognized.
Rev. U. 8. Johnson. psstor of the A. M. E. Zion Church was present. offered
the invocation. Rev. 11. u. Weston of the Negro Episcopal. church presented
the speaker.
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ORGANIZATION-FIFTH ANNUAL ACHIEVEMENT DAY

Imedietely following the program everyone visited the exhibits in the
courthouse cane: building.

15 peire of curtains exhibited
55 jars of peaches. beene end meet

The exhibits were Open to the public in the home agent's office November 11.
We were grateful to the editor of the Daily Southerner for front page
publicity on the Achievement Day grogram.
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ORGANIZATION-DISTRICT FEDERATION MEETING

A stronger county council hes resulted in more interest in the
District Federation Meeting.

The District Federation fleeting for ell counties of the north-
eestern district use held this your in Ahoskie. N. C.

The interest in the yeers' meeting could probebly be treced to the
ethibit end progrlm feetures. The women were interested in representing
the county in ell evente. curtain contest. dress revue. end cunning contest.

In Edgecombe County the Annuel Achievement progren events tied right
in with the events of the distri ct nesting; this reelly served to stimulete
interest. Twenty-one ettended the meeting from Edgeconbe County.

The following blue ribbons were won by club women: The three peir of
kitchen curtains entered won blue ribbons. Mrs. lery Tucker. Kingsboro
club won e red ribbon or second plece on peaches. Mre. Bessie Parker.
Sherpsburg club won e. blue ribbon on her work epron end Mrs. Lucy Phillips
also of Sherpsburg Vim blue ribbon on her house dress.

The Federation group accepted the invitetion to go to Wurenton in
1947. Over 500 club women ettended the meeting this yeqr.
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COWITY ACT IVIT IES
(Libraries)

The county council for seversl yesrs has wanted to stsrt s resding
program in the county for the people. This was reslized this your whm
members or the nibrsry Commission celled in persons representing different
depsrtments working with rursl people.

. 300.00 was being put in new books. 8 100.00 being put down for e
bookmobile for Negroes. We have a very nice community librsry in Tsrboro
serving the peeple of Tsrboro but hsd not bean used by i‘srm families.

The home sgent was naked to select a librsrisn in as meny communities
ss possible to be responsible for keeping snu distributing packs. As soon
so the librsrien felt that the kit of books she hsd on hsnd had been well
used sue might return some and get s fresh supply. These books etc being,
reed by 4-H club members end adults in the following neighborhoods thus for:
Kingsboro. Providence. Willow Grove. beggett. Roberson. lAwrence end Acorn
Hill. We hepe through the reading progm to prove the need for e book-
mobile to serve all of Edgecombe County.

Mrs. Mery Bullock. Providence community ssid to the home egent when
she received her books. 'I think it will he s fine tb‘ng for these boys
and girls to know when they finish their work on lridsy they have somewhere
to go for something nice to resd.‘
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COINUNITY ACTIVITIES
(Recreetion)

Planned Recreetion wes the project for the month of August. Though
busy club women planned for special recreation days. Fishing is one of the
special Sports enjoyed by both young end old so in planning this year every-
one wented a fishing petty.

Best of the recreetion meetings held was that of the sharpsburg home
demonstration club. The club women had made sandwiches. cookies and peeked
bottled drinks in ice so when refreshment time came these were nice end cold.

Pictures were made or the group in action fishing and eating. Thirty-
eight club members and e few friends attended. other clubs holding e ;;ecie1
meeting were: Kingsboro. Providence. Willow Grove.

The Dixon club entertelned the husbands at e lovely plate supper. The
women all met et the home or the president. Mrs. Geffen Whitaker to
prepsre baked ham. chicken eeled. ice cream end cake. One-hundred ettended
this ffeir that was well planned and carried out. Games end songelere
enjoyed by ell.
glub House

The Sherpsburg Home Demonstration club has this year completed the
only Negro club house in Edgecombe county. The future plan is for en
additionel room to be used for the kitchen. This yeer the young people in
the community have spent many enjoyeble hours es the club house efforded a
place for them to meet.

Most of the me tinge of the community including church suppers ere held
here es the club house is loceted on the lot next to the church.
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COOPERATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES AND ORGANILATIONS

god Cross
The Negro home agent enjoyed contact and requests to work with

the Red Cross. This year the appointment as County Chairman to sponsor
the Junior Red Cross work with Negro boys and girls was accepted. This
promises to be very interesting work.

Curtains were made by Negro Agents for tne Red Cross office.
i! ate Librarx Qfliesiog

working, with this group has meant circulatiné, books to rural families
through our local libraries.
232 grauell Zara; (Landlord Tenant Program)

Answered a request to speak to 100 families on the subject of What
We Earn and How We Spend It.“
finer game. (Extension Service)

A request from the District Agent to spear: to, the women on the 19¢?
. ‘ flprogram of work at the occasion of the Annual Achievement Day Progrun-Lgx (49%}
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MARKETING

lumber of curb nukete in county---~~.----.uu~.------o----- a
Thie report includee reeulte of the Tel-hero M end Bole Curb lurket.

located in Tex-hero. I. c. Thie Ierket wee urgeniled in Mey l9“. There ere
twenty eellere on thie whet. Seven or the women eellere ere hone denonetretion
club member-e. Thie feet ie very much evidenced by the quelity of producte
brought to mket end the unner or diepleying them.

The emount of produce eold on the Tex-hero Fern end Home Curb Market for
1946----. 3.640.41.

Veg-ttbloa-0 2e1.15 Butter----8 325.04 Breedo-c. .97
Poultry-«u 1056.90 mete-"u- 1204.89 coke...» O
ESE"““’“ “505° Fruits in Berries-60.86 Flown-"23.“
0f the totel twenty eellere on the market-en everege of eight eellere

per selling dey wee neinteined.
The curb market building is about 20 x 30 feet. Prue building uneeeled.

Thie building is tenporery. in Int. wee erected by the sellers theneelvee to
be ueed for the duretion oi’ the ever.

We do heve e dooetion of 8 2.000.00 thet ie to be ueed to erect e
permanent lurket building with modern conveniencee in the near future. Heelth
ceriti‘icetee are required for ell sellere end ie posted on the well in etell of
eeller. Women are tend to veer cotton clothes end to hendle food as adultery
u poeeible.
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MARKETING
(oommum)

The peeple of Terboro have reslly supported the curb merket es it hee
been e source of meny iteme thet heve been sceree in the locel merkets. Prices
heve else been reesoneble.

Perm people eepecielly eellers on the merket heve been high in their praise
or whet the merket meene to then.

Mrs. Devis. Rt. 1. PinetOps esye ell or her eheree in the locel credit union
have been purchased with her curb merket money.

lire. Mergeret Teylor end lacy Phillipe oi‘ Rt. 2. Rocky Mount ere suing
money to buy en electric refrigerator.

Mrs. Mettie Herrieon seye her market money still supplies the renily with
the few items they don't reise on term or thet the femily uses. She is sble to
buy most of the clothes for the smell children.

Mrs. Smith. Rt. 1. Pihetope seye. 'Thie is the only 'Ay I can make some
extrs spending money for myeelf.‘ lire. Smith is a cripple.
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PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND 9.580113
. (Food Conservatim-Canning)

Number or women enrolled-.-”-.-..-..-..-..-...-....-..-..-.- 337
' ' 0 conpleting--...---u----.-.------....-.--..-. 297
' " funnies assisted---..--------..--»--....-------..- 310
' ' canning plans we-----.-----------.-.-..-..-------.- 350

f1110d-----—~--------.-u.----.-------- 105
Total number of containers 1'1lied-..----..-...-.-------------.- 95,070

fruits-nun"......----.65.ogo
VOEOt.blOl---o------------23 CWO
"O‘t .C’D-------.¢-- O------ 5 .050

Each year the amount or foods conserved by Home Demonstration Club
women has increased. This year reports show figures that top any previous
you.

The increase in amount of food conserved this year has been due to fact
that more women have made use of commity cenners. using tin cons. This
has also helped decrease spoilage among the less experienced cannon.

The February club meeting is always used by the home egent to have leaders
. in food conservation get the women thinking about their canning needs. We

make conning plane. suggest on buying equipment and e generel discussion as to
what our major problems are.
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FOOD CONSERVATION-CANNINO (CONTINUED)
This year we decided on the following:

(I) More trsining for leeders-eo they might reach more people
(b) Buy more pressure cenners
(c) Produce more vegetsbles for conning. (Gone in to avoid peek

lebor sesson)
(d) The women who sttended the District Federstion end es! the exhibits

tnd hesrd Mrs. Mery L. No Allister. Extension Specislist in Food
Conesrvstion discuss the cenned products thought. 'le Needed to Gen
Better melity Products.‘

(e) We still needed to put more road on our shelves.
(t) A greet need for improved etorege for cenned foods es s result or the

shove plenning:
(1) Ten new pressure cenners were bought by individusl femilies.
(2) More canning or vegetables use done frm eerly gerdens.
(3) Judging end discussing e good jar of string beans. nests end

peeches van done in the June meeting. This helped with improved
etmdsrds in cunning.

We won second plece on conned pesches st the District Federation meeting this
you‘.
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FOOD CONSERVATION-CARNING (CONTINUED)
The canned products exhibited at the county Achievement Dey were far

superior this year to those of last year.
In 19e5 the lesson on food spoilage revealed the fact that too many

women were attempting to can the non-acid and especially the starchy vegetables
without using the steam pressure cenners. This lesson resulted in fewer losses
in 1966 as more women nede use of steel pressure canners and community canners.

An incident that happened in an urban hose this summer makes one realize
it is often the lore simple things that cause loss of canned foods. One family
had canned a bushel of peaches. Using the vaccum sealed type lids they had
failed to follow the directions and had boiled tne lids. losing the sealing
compositions. A visit to the office of the home agent revealed this fact so
the agent was eble to encourage that family to can 15am. They were willing
and did ei‘ter getting some more information.
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PROJECT ACTIVITIES-RESULTS

FOOD CONSERVATION
(Improved Storuge for Cenned Poodl)

A definite port of tue food conserntion pltn wee to provide and
improve storage in tho vnriouo homes of club neubern.

Women in Edgecoube county would do n much better Job of cunning if
they had hotter storage fucilitiea. They ere wenry of 'muking boxes that
hove to bo put under the bod.'

Hone vieite tended good spaces in kithhon shelves and pentriee
thet could be made usnble with e little time and in may can no expenses.

Our storage project begtn this you will be a long time project but
the following families have nude definite accomplishments along this line
or work: Mrs. lurgert Tuylor. Rt. 1. Box 21‘. Rocky Mount-Better Ibelvee.
light. nrnmgement of stored food” Mn. Ann Wiggins. Rt. 2. Rocky Mount.
pantry neuled. cleunod windows. Iupplioo urrunged; “re. North: Hort. Rt. 2.
Box 389. Rocky Mount. new pantry. pluetcrod. ehelvcn. errnnged; Mrs. Mlmnio
L. Hurt. anelvoe put in kitchen; Mrs. Kutie Horne. Rt. 2. Box 367. shelvee;
Mrs. Marie Bullock. pentry sealed. cleaned and Arranged; Mrs. Emma Borneo.
plans made for improvement to be curried out curly in your; Ira. Lillie
Graham. Rt. 3. Box 155. Tarboro. improved ehclvee for etorege; Mrs. Lucy
Phillipe. Rt. 1. Sherpeburg. shelves for kitchen.
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PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS
moo CONSERVATICN
(Work of Leaders)

Rubber of food conservation lemon-..------.------.-.-.-..--. 25
Food Conurvetion leedere ere to be concocted for the uliltmce

given club end nomclub members in 19‘s.
A etetement under the heading of caning shoved some definite plane

node by leedere.
Seventy-two non-club members were given neistence thin you. 1.8

by home egent-cenning. drying fruits. 54 by lenders-conning rmitl.
vegetebiea end meets.

The beat report coming into the office wee thet of Mrs. Mugeret Teylor.
Rt. 2. Box 214, Rocky Mount. Mrs. Taylor is from the Sherpsburg club. 8110
“listed club and non-club women with the canning of 255 quuta of fruit:
and vegetebiu. 311 querte were conned for her family with the greatest
variety of my club member in the county. Her home we: open to everyone in
the club and out to come for help with the canning ot‘ their food.

She not only cane veriety but quality. All of the food for the county
Achievement Day we: brought in by “re. Taylor for her club. es so many of
the women ere unable to bring in their products.



EDGECQABE COUNTY
1946

PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS

Clothing-Demonstrations
(a) Cleaning and Adjusting Sewing Machines
(b) Shoes-Feet
The demonstration on cleaning and adjusting the sewing machine was

better attended and created more interest then any other demonstration
given during the year. lleven clubs with an attendance of 241 women
saw this demonstration during the month of lay.

This demonstration was given by the agent. Era. Emu Barnes. Rt. 2.
Box 367. Rocky Mount. said. 'I started not to mate the meeting today and
I wouldn't have missed this demonstration for anything.

At Sharpsburg. the women seid. “in. Parker I didn't know you could
go inside the sewing machine.'

In giving the demonstration the agent was careful to go over each part
of the machine. letting the worm; name and locate the parts. As parts were
removed for cleaning special care was exercised in putting them in the
cleaning pen so as to be able to replace them without trouble or losing
them.

It was necessary to use the entire meeting for this demonstration
but it was well worth it.
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PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS

Clothing-Demonstret ions (Continued)
Reports thet one in on how mechines were cleened reminded me or e

previous lesson in home nenegement on cleening of the kitchen stove. The
worsen Just did not know how to cere for these mechines. At leest 75: of
the women heve cleened their uechinee. 50% of those women knew very little
ebout keeping their stitches reguleted. Reguleting stitches we: celled to
their ettention egein et the October lo. clothing school on 'Houee Dressee.‘

Mrs. Lucy Phillips. Rt. 1. Sherpeburg eeid. 'ly nechine hes been
running like en electric nechine. You should heve seen whet oeme out of it.I
One club women had e new mec .ine thet hed never been oiled. She reported
excellent results ei‘ter e good cleening end oiling.
(I)W

Front observetion the egent feele that e similer denonetretion to the
women on shoes end feet should be given et leest every you. This would
eerve es e constant reminder.

Every dey one only has to come in contact with rurel people to eee then
weerins improperly fitted. bedly cered for or wrong type of shoe.

On melting e report to the com? commissioners ox‘ the leseon on Shoes
end Feet. Kr. J. 'r. Lewrence eeid. ‘Hezel. you Just cen't eey too much to
them ebout buying ahoee. They come in my store and refuse to let me sell
them tne right size.
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PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS

Clothing-Delanetretionl (Continued)
This leeeon included a etudy of structure of the root. fitting

e‘noee. how to know e good shoe end e ehoe werdrobe. Buying shoee for
children wee diecueeed et length because it ie during early year. of
e child's life the feet ere often ruined.

In connection with tne dreu revue on kitchen attire the women
were reminded to wear good comfortable ehoee.

Special instructions on buying anoea where tnere ie an ex-rey
machine hee been used extensively now by the women. Meny club women
had seen these in enoe departments but did not know wut they were.
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P. O. Box 715
Terboro. No C.
October ‘. 1945

To All Home Demonstration
Club Members
Dear Club Member:
Yes. styles do change and so do methods
and ways of doing a job. You always want
to know fhe latest and best methods.
80. please come to the clothing school on
house dresses Thursday October lo. at 1:00
o'clock. Home Agent's office.
This is very important if we are to do a
good job on our aprons. dresses and caver-
ella for the County Dress Revue in November.
Suggestions on kitchen curtains will also
be given at this school.

Let us be sure t) have five at six women with tho clctning leader attend. Ishall expect you rain or shine.
Best wishes. I am

Very truly yours.

Hazel S. Parker
Negro Home Agent
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PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS
CLONING-SPECIAL INTEREST MEETINC

HOUSE DRESSES
One of the most interesting end beneficiel meetings of the you

sue the Special Interest Meeting held by Miss Willie N. Hunter. Extension
Speeislist in Clothing with the Negro home sgents of the Northeestern
District. It served es e epeciel refresher course for us. The need for
this meeting wee evidenced by the dress revue held or: November 15. 1945 in
Rocky Mount. N. C. on the occesion of the district federstion. The district
egent felt that egents should be reminded of some of the fine points in con-
struction. etc. in order to bring u}. the stenderd of the women's work.

On October 10. at 1:30 o'clock ell clothing lenders and es many others
es were to enter the county dress revue were asked to meet in the home egent'e
of.'ice for 0. special refresher course on house dresses. sprons end curteins.
Due to the feet thst this was s refresher course. plenty or well planned illus-
trstive materiel was needed for the demonstration.

The following points on house dresses use demonstrated:
(e) Selection of meterisls end petterns.
(b) Petterns-neawrements and pattern adjustments.



EDGECOMHE COUNTY
19‘6

PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS

HOUSE DRESSES (CONTINUED)
(c) Laying-pinning and cutting
(d) Sleeve. seen and new finishe-
(e) Observing seem niiovencel for correct fitting
(t) Buttons. belts end trimming-
The lesuon wee ehort und puppy and I believe tue women geined much

from the demonstration.
Suggestions were given on good work eprons. Pictures and a few made

up aproas were used. 13 of the 86 Clothing Leaders nttended this demonstration
and from oil indications did a fine Job or working with the women to have them
participeto in the county dreee revue.



EDGECOHBB COUNTY
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PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS

Clothing-Dre“ Revuee
(e) County
(h) Dietrict Federetion Meeting

Because at the need to stress good grooming end correct dreee
one or the annual events of the home demonetration program ie the
holding of e dreee revue.

Ecch year the type of outfits made end modeled by the women hue
been different. Thie yeer she dreee revue has tied in with the home
nenegement progren. Improved kitchene end correct ettire for working
in the kitchen were worked on together.

The women could nuke their choice of e. coverell. houee dreee. work
or fancy apron. Severe]. women lode aprons to match kitchen curtaine.
come coverclle to match curteine.
Number of women entering county dreee revue-u...~--..----..--.. 25

' ' ' making (‘Cflmrag ls....................----_--..------ 5
' . ' ' dross. .C*----~------------~-m-0-...- 5
. ' . . mrk ‘pron.n--.---...-.¢-¢---------muo 13
I . ' 1‘ch ‘Pronh---~---~O-----n---------Duo-cgocou 2
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PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS

Clothing-Dress Revues (Continued)
The dress revue wee e feeture or the ennuel Achievement Dey held

November ll. in the Pettillo High School in Terboro.

The district dress revue res held on November 14. et Ahoekie. N. C.

The winners from the county contest represented in the contest held et

the District Pederetion eeeting. Eech county wee represented by heving

e women model. en epron. e coverall end a house dress. Prom Edgeconbe

county we bed the following entries: A good work apron-modeled by

Mrs. Bessie Perker-Sherpsburg club-Cost 8 .57. velue 8 1.50. A house

dress-modeled by lire. lacy Phillipe. Sherpsburg club-cost 8 1.67. velue

8 3.98. A coverell wee to heve been modeled by Mrs. Memmle Hert of the

Kingeboro club but due to e serious injury in en eutomobile edcident the

night prior to the meeting she wee uneble to ettend.

The aprons. coverelle end house dresses were Judged and given 1-2-3

place rating. The dress end epron from Edgeconbe county were pleced in

the blue ribbon or first group. Lest yeer our county won only second

places in the district.



EDGECOMBE COUNTY
19¢6

PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND RESULT
CIDTHING

HUMAN INTEREST STORIES ON ClDTHING VICRK
A hone egent flees lots of disappointments in her work but I

imagine there is not In agent in the field who at one time or the other
comes i‘nce to fees with club women who give them courage to work e
little harder.

The incident related here took place in s conversation between the
home dgent and e. clothing lender or eight years.

The clothing lender is Geneve Moeeby of Rt. 1. box 155. Tabor-o.
The home agent was giving her en idea of what we wanted to do in our
dress revue. She said. “in. Perker everyone of the club members in this club
should do something. When you sterted working with us these women could not
nuke en epron. Now. there is not s one who can't make e simple dress for
theneelne.‘ lire. Moseby tailored her first suit lest yenr. Mrs. Lillie
Grehm or that some club said. 'I wouldn't teke anything for whnt I heve
learned ebout sewing in my home demonstrdtion work.‘ lire. Grehen tnkes in
sewing. It affords edditionel income. The agent hos hnd the opportunity of
observing Hrs. Grehu using new collar finishes. putting in sleeves in her
work.
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PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND RESULT

HUMAN INTEREST STORIES ON CLOTHING WORK (CONTINUED)
Hrs. Margeret Taylor. Rt. 2. Box 21‘. Rocky Mount. made the first

dress this year. that she can say she is proud of. She decided with the agent
that the style was not becoming. lire. Taylor says she learned to put in a
sleeve two year without trouble. Her sleeves had been the old gathered tap
sleeve. After attending the school on housedresses and seeing the difference
in a sleeve pattern of 1940 and 19‘s she prefered the new style.

Mrs. Ooi‘tan Whitaker gave an account or how she stresses 'looking you
best. in her club. Mrs. Whitaker is president 01‘ the Dixon Home Demonstration
club. Rt. 1. Box 116. Whitakers. She said to the agent. “Mrs. Parker. I tell
my club women to always look their best so we can represent the things we are
taught.-

There was a time in Edgeconbe county that the home agent was always
afraid of how the women would be dressed if we were going off together. Now
I never worry. I am often very proud of the way they dress.
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PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS

Home Lian agement
(a) What We Earn and How We Spam It
(b) Finishing Touches for the Home

Due to the need for some special work being done on other projects
the twa lessens. 'What We Earn and How We Spend It' and 'Pinishing Touches
for the Home were given in the ease meeting.

The two lessons worked nicely together. The first lesson. 'What We Earn
aniHow We spend It' was presented to the women through a short discussion
and reading of a news article that appeared in tne Farm Page of the Greensboro
Daily News by home Langley. It gave Just the information needed and was
concise. The women seemed especially interested in a plan for saving and
hospitalization insurance.

In the various homes in which we met in November. 'Finishing Touches for
the Home. was presented by using the roan in which the meeting was being
held to apply principles discussed. Example in one home placing twa confor-
tuble chairs on each side of a table where there was a reading lamp-adding
an ash tray. placing a magazine rack taxen to the meeting-meant comfort
and convenience.

We had fun. asking how many articles pasted on the wall of one home
added to the attractiveness and comfort.

Many women discarded tueir vases of 'blue paper roses! as dust
catchers.
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PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS

Home Henngement-X it chens
III order to meke the women 'kitnhen conecious' the home agent used a

few minutes of the March meeting to eXpiein a check sheet thet was passed
out to each club women. After checking her kitchen by the sheet each
women wee to fill in what lhe needed to do to improve her kitchen end in the
last space. what I plea to do or cen afford to do.

It wee decided that every women in the county conld meke some kind of
improvement end that most of the time those things are done thet cost leeet
are met importent.

Such thmgs are rel-arranging furniture. improving working heights. making
bright curtains. improving senitation wruld mesh Wonders.

We gave attention to time-saving floors. Copies of the oil treatment
for floors was given eech women. Farm women have far too much scrubbing to do.

Then in May the demonstration on the 'farm Kitchen' included work centers.
windows end doors. 'A Step Saving Kitcnen' was the subject of the demonstration.

In mgeoonbe county we decided one 01‘ the W we need is. light. All
women with small kitchen windows were asked to put curtains beyond the window
panes in order to provide more light.

75 women made some type of kitchen improvement; lo rearranged furniture;
12 worked on improving working heights; 5 made wood boxes; 15 made curtains;
10 oil treeted floors; 5 bought linoleum; 1 installed sink; 5 improved
storage and 2 provided better meal service facilities.
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PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS

Home Management-Exhibits (Kitchen Gutteine)
Through the kitchen curtein content held in connection with the

county-wide Achievement Day much interest nee sham in the kitchen
improvement proJect. Club women were given euggeetiOns on kitchen
curtains at the Clothing School held an October 10. in the office 01‘
the home egent.

Due to the feet the kitchen project wee to be empeheiud in the
1946 program the committee on planning suggested to the Northeastern
group of home agents that curtnins and working heights be worked on for
the exhibite.

Its-pairs or curtains were exhibited at the county Achievement Dey.
These were arranged in the home agent'l office. About 125 persons vieited
the exhibit. Econcmy and ettractimeee no the 'keynote' for making
curtains. Eleven of the thirteen clubs exhibited curteins. The winners
were as follows:

let place-n-uulre. Lucy Phillips. Shu-peburg-coet 8 .67 pr.
ad ' --------l[re. Mergeret Teylor. ' I .59 '
3rd ' ”nu-«lire. Lillie Grehea. Providence ' 1.63 '

Red. white and blue ribbone were awerded in the county contest.
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PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND REJULTS
HOME MANAGELENT-HOUSING

figorl of flew flame!
Lest Merch the {ere end hone agents were usked to pey e speciel

visit to td. farm of Mr. J. W. Welston for the purpose of suggesting
on the plans for s new home being built by Mr. Welston. himself for his
son.

The egents were very pleased to receive such e request es they were work-
ing end thinking elong the line or housing. This was our first request.
Mr. Walston represents one or the most prosperous Negro fermers in Edgecombe
county. Lives in one of the lergest Negro homes also one of the worst
planned. He has e nine-room house thet does not have a single closet.
This revealed in the conversetiOn thst day we nude the visit.

The home agent took with her one of the term home plan books. I did
not really know whet would be needed. Mr. Velston showed us his plea.
He wee building e four-roan house. One of the beck rooms was a bed-room
endtron this rjon. one closet. very large was to be the only closet in
the house. Fortunately the home agent had Just the house plen needed. It
took time and plenty of debeting to heve him decide on a closet in each room
including the living room end the one big chiset was to be used for e bath
room. A very nice pantry was to be built in for the kitchen.
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PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS
HCME P'ANAGE.‘ TINT-HOUSING

fitgrl gt 33w ”33°! (Continued)
One of the deughtere who had recently had some home economics in

high echool thmked the home agent end “id. mu. Puker I an so glad
you ceme. I Juet run't so anything with my tether. You see we have had
some of these thxnge in our cleeeee et school.“

After our plans were definitely mede Mrs. Weleton naked me to come
over end see her house and snow her where even now she might neve clout:
in her home. We found several very good places for closet space.
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none Honogmont-story or New Home
The little Gory or tule new home to rather interesting to no

booeuoo 1t roprooento more or the kind at situation we am be working
on end with down hero in ooatorn North Coraline. This Illa {trot told
me by the club woman for whom thlu houoe is being orootod.

be. Gotten Whit-ken Preeldont of the Dlxon Home Demonstration
club and though oho does not have e grout deal of education to my mind
"pro-onto an my egent would like to'ooo club omen pone-a oplrtueuy.

She has lived on the form or Mr. 31d Loneuter for eight were. This
year she had to motto the house Mr. hence-tor had rented for then. Now
Mr. Mneeoter to building (‘rox'l'ln a homo. Mn. ‘n’hltucor Ina allowd to
augment coma chin J: to no incLuded. This is certainly one eound reuon
for trolninlg "on our day laborore. 3h- eelu. 'Ilr. Lencaeter. my home
gent has b- on teaching us all ubout storage. Agata. screen: and con-
venience. and I rent you to fix me up so I on regrount some or the thing:
she toechee end some 0' the thin-(,3 the other wanen do.‘I m. Lencaeter cud,
'Goti'on you on so mart I am 50mg to fix you . e closet in each room.
lighto. scream. your pump on the back porch. We have “ready decided on
how the yard will serve on a demonstruuon in that commuty.
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County Goals- For Adults

Eood end Nutrit ion
1. To have families work on special food production plans under supervision of
farm and heme agent. (Result dem.)
2. To have 100 club women work to improve methods of food preparation. (Women

sould express need) Report results or improved methods.
3. To encourage use of more milk by having:

(n) 50 families purchese cows(b) ' ' use more canned end dried milk who are unable to purchase cows
ood n erv ti

1. To have 300 women work on raising the standard or one canned product (Nome
by the council)

2. To have 130 club women fill canning plans for family
3. 200 women enter county canning contest.
4- To have 15 families make Or improve storage for conned products.
glothing
1. To hove nil club women who own sewing mschines give them better care asresult of lesson in March.
2. To home 75 women enter the county dress revue
3. To hnve 250 women well informed as to buying of correct footwesr(n) 'i'ske better care of shoes

(b) Realise inportence of shoes repaired for health as good soles.
straight heels

flame Maugemeat
1. To conduct 3 kitchen improvement projects in each Home Demonstration club.

(Dixon Club every kitchen on improvement project)
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County Goele for Adults (Continued)
Tour in September
2. To have every club member make some type of Kitchen improvement

(e) ruining work heighte
(b) better cere of stoves end equipment

Home 0 t
(ml Improving floor-
(In) Smitetioh

o e rni h
1. To heve 100 women meke some type of improvement in house furniehingeee e result of the leeeone. 'PIniehing Touches for the Home.‘
at a

i. To begin progrtm in Crafts for the name with Interested women from each
club.

Gardening
1. To heve every club women etert a home garden by March with special

emphasis on:
(e) garden leader-demonstration garden
(b) growing of one or more uncommon vegetable:
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Goals Reached-1946-Adults

. Eggd. 5d flgtrition
four families worked on speciel food production plans under direct supervisionor home agent.

100 women made improvements in food preperation35 funilies had a better milk supply50 meking use of more owned and dried milk
flood Qnservgtiog

150 women improved quality of string beans and pseches150 ' filled canning budget for femily35 ' entered canning contest15 femilies improved storage for cenned prooucts
glothing

MO women took better cue of sewing mechines as e result of thedemonstration on caring for machine25 women entered the dress revue250 ' given information on buying correct footwear. (a) Bettercure or shoes (b) Importance of shoe repair for good health
flgme Hengement

2 kitchen improvements in each home demonstration club150 women mede some kind or improvement in their kitchens-raisingworking heights; better cm of stoves and equipment; improvedfloors; improved senitation.
genes Furnishing!

50 women nude improvements in the house as a result of the lesson.'Pinishing Touches for the Home.
. I Qrdening

300 club women had better gardens this year: (a) greater variety(b) st least one new or uncommon vegetable.
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EDGECOMBE COUNTY
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OUTLOOK AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Program of Work 1947

.L‘EEL
Better Health Through Better Foods

Plenning and ImprOVIng Home Grounds

Senitation-Control of Pests and
Rodent.

Measuring Happiness in Our Homes
Pittalle in Canning

Use of Sewing Machine Attachments

Aceeaories for the Costume

Planned Recreation (Outdoor meals
picnics)

Furniture Selection and Care

Housing in Relation to Health.
uighting
Use of Vitamin '0' Food-
Chriatmae Progrwne

4-5
Packing the
Scaool Lunch
A Quick and
Sure method of
Making a Dreee
A Quick and
Sure Method of
Making e Dress
Same as adults
Canning for Better
Quality
Project Work
Heme Visit:
Project Work
Home Visits
Same as adults

Reorganization
Care of Furniture
Home Beautirication
(Joint)
Same as adults
Guristmaa Programs


