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INTRODUCTION

Being in the Piedmont Area we normally think of a great live-
stock and fiald crop combination, Davidson County is no exception.

Of course, dairying has received more emphasis than sy other phase

of livestock, However, the interest in beef cattle and hogs has >

taken a decided rise in the current year. Consequently we have ! '/
recommended quality pasture for quality livestook, The wheat and

barley crop was only falr but the spring oat crop was especially good

both in acreage mnd yleld, Hay crops were one of the best ever with

a considerables tonnage being placed on the market, Another important

source of cash income is our lespedesma seed which produced high ylelds,

The corn production " War " with Virginia added new zest to an all out
offort toward higher corn ylelds, The extreme shortage of tobacco
plants and the ever increasing tobacco diseascs made it necessary for
us to give considerable time and thought to this importent cash crop.
In this diversified county we devoted time and energy to all types of
farming and to all kinds of crops. A ?,
The current year began with one of the mildest winters " old Yig

timers " have evor experienced, The large acreage of pasture and alfalfa

which was seeded came along vdth nearly miraculous stands and winter

growths, There was scarcely a farmer who did not get nearly perfect LA
stands, Because of the mild winter and early spring dalrymen began pro- /u /b
ducing a surplus of milk, Consequently we saw the lowest dairy prices

since pre-war days, Along with this price decline we saw small grains

and feeds sell for a little less, Farm labor was still scarce except




for a short recession in May and June, Dus to the mild winter and
spring, amall grains grew to such heights that widespread lodging
resulted, This naturally lowered small grain ylelds, particularly

that of wheat and barley, The coming of spring saw the uilding of
two new large egg markets radiating fram here into several surround- il

ing counties,
EXTENSION ORGANIZATION AND PLANNING

As county Extension personnel we make every attempt to carry
out a balanced fam program. With our important dalry and livestock
work we naturally made plans for a bigger and better pastwe, hay,
and grain program, The next link in this chaln was to advise famers
to use an ample supply of fertiliser nutrients. This nizht be in the
form of stable manures, soil improving crops, or commercial fertili-
zors,

Probably the most important phase of our work is to better the
living conditions of owr fam and other county people. This has been
uppermost in our minds as we planned each work activity, Of course,

a high living standard is not realised in a few years; therefore, we

aimed all work toward conserveation of the soil and other natural re-
sources, To further strengthen this work a farm and home improvement
day was planned by our agricultural workers council, We not only en-
couraged and aided our farmers in better crop production but we as-
sisted them in exhibiting at the local county fair., We planned for
the 1949 fair to not only be bigger and better but we planned for larper
premium listings.

In formulating a well rounded rogram we realized the need of

working with the people living in aur towns. The merchants plan and




sponsor the L4=H and FFA baby beef show and sale, Civie clubs sponsor
2 corn growing contests.
At the end of the year we glory in the fact that we can look back

and see very definite accomplishments, It is true that not all our
ambitions were fulfilled, However, ow dairy program has moved forw
ward in spite of declining prices, The number of grade A bams has
increased, A large number of good grade dairy cows have been pur-
chased by our dairymen along with outstanding purebred Guernseys md
Holstein Friesians, In addition to the services of artificlal breed=
ing, several purebred bulls have been placed. It is likely that, on a
percentage basis, the interest in beef cattle has led the parade,

Our pastwre and alfalfa program has grown rapidly, Many farmers
have seeded from 2 to 30 acres for pasture and permanent hay, Such a
program is at least threefold: first, it fumished feed for livestocks
soocond, it conserves the soil and waterj third, it more evenly distri-
butes famm labor, In getting this before our people we wsed many Exten-
sion procedurcs, Ve made numerous personal visits, held meetings snd

demonstrations, wrote nows articles, and used other methods.

Likewise we have recammended that small grains be seeded and used
on every farm, The small grain contest stimulated already present
interest, The new Atlas wheats have made us realise the value of higher
amall grain yields., All of the three corn production contests have been
carried out with a great deal of success, even though weather conditions
penerally were against high ylelds,

Drainage projects have made un-usable land accessible to our livee
stock program. Many farm buildings and dwellings have been constructed

for better fam comfort and for econamy. Poultry has been given its




rightful place in a balanced farm economy, Hatching eggs have been
ziven special attention with recommendations on both presert and

future production,

b=l ORGANIZATION AND PLANNING

With the beginning of 1949 came the largest group of boys ever
enrolled in club work in Davideon County, The eighteen L=H clubs
boasted of an enrollment of 580 boys, Helping to make up this grand
total were the membera of two newly organised clubs, the Pilot Junior
anl the Reedy Creek Junior h=H clubs,

To keep such a large number of boys from becoming bored and in-
active, each club met regularly once a month with its own officers
presiding over business meetings and its members directing and pare
ticipating in numerous and varied club programse

We sought now ways of making owr county eotneil more helpful in
arousing interest in 4=H work throughout the county, Membership in our
council is made up of officers from all clubs; however, attendance was
opened to all members. A gavel was presented at each meeting to the
club having the most members present. One of the new clubs, Reedy
Creek, became the permanent possessor of the gavel by having the larpest
number in atlendance three times, GSeveral projects were sponsored by
the council, the one with the most outstanding results being the maile
box improvement campaign, Churchland club, with its record of 56 mail-
boxes improved by L5 members, was the winner in this contest, As a
reward to the Churchland club the council staged a Valentine party at
the County Bullding with approximately 125 boys and gzirls attending,

This year greater emphasis was placed on A=l Church Sunday, At




least one church in each school distrioct observed this day with a well
planned program, A special feature was a county wide pienic and ves-

per service for club members and thelr parents, Mary Sue Moser,

\ssistant State L-H leader, was the guest speaker for this occasion
and more than 130 parents and young people attended the service,

Twentp=threo L=l boys and twonty=five girls from Davidson County
Joined a similar number of boys and girls from Person County for a
woek of fun and fellowship at Camp Millstone, Enthuaiasm ran high
sinoe we had no camping trip the previous swwer, Camp scare cards
wore wsed to select the boys and girls who were most active and interw
ested in olub work, thereby enahling us to select the most worthy of
our members for a mod camp experience, Twenty-six boys and girls 4
fram Davidson County went to Raleigh for LeH club weak Augwst 1 to 8,
Bach club elected orne boy and one girl as its representatives, Exe-
penses of these delegates were paid in part, and in some cases, in
full, by their respective clubs, Rose Carolyn Crouse, a delegate from
enton club, was nominated for State Council President, She was

strongly supported but was eliminated in the final election,

During the sunmer special effort was made to visit all LeH boys
. in the county and keep in contact with them as much as possible, To
spead up the visiting and to male it more effective, groups were
notified to meet at designated places in their communities for a tour
f projects. In this way wo were able to visit every boy in 4e=H work
in the county and, in many cases, to contact the parents, Seeing what

other members were doing and how they were doing it proved a benefit

to the boys. Aside from the educational value the tours proved to be




helpful socially; for at many stops wo were treated to watermelons,
cold drinks, and the like,
In March, National 4~H Club Veek was observed, Two clubs pre-

sonted radio programs over the county's two stations, WBUY and WINCj

other clubs arranged window displays in Thomasville, Lexington and
Denton, Citisens of Davidson County became more LeH club conscious
after our observance of National /=H Achievement. Week, MNovamber 1
to 7. Bvoryone of the 18 clube did something special for the occa=
sion, Ten arranged displays in store windows; aix put displays in
their schools; two presented radio programs.

Two County Achievement days were held during the yesr, The L9A48
Achievement day was held on Satwrday, December Ll at the Lexington 1/{
Country Club, Jesse James, Assistant L=H club leader, was moest il /
sponker, " 4=H Televised," a playlet recognizing county winners in
all projects, was presented, Following, a pienic lunch was served
and informal recreation filled the afternoon schedule, One hundred
forty boys and girls attended, The 1949 Achieverment day was held
Priday, November 25 at the Carolina Theater in Lexington., County

winners were recogniged in a playlet " The /=H Highway;" and the new

L=l picture, " The Green Promise," was shown to 450 club members,
parents and {riends, This plcture was shown through the courtesy of
three motor companies in Lexington. ALl those attending agree that
this event was truly the highlight of this year's work,

Local Achievement day was held in all 15 of the county's schools
and axhibits of various projects were presented on a competitive basis,
Some clubs had very well planned displays; one club using " Harvest *

for its theme had an unusually outstanding exhibit,




In response to the invitation from our county superintendent,
wo attend the pre-school meeting of all the teachers at the beginning

of the school year, We have the privilege of explaining and review-

ing Lell work with all the teachers of our county. For the first time,
in oxder to vary the program, we used three LeH boys who very effecte
ively explained and showed the importance of thelr activities in rural
life,

Recreation has been stressed in individual alub and in county
meetings. Kach club elected a boy and a girl to serve as recreational
leaders in thelr group, They were responsible for som type of recrea=
tion at each monthly meeting of their alub, County recreational mect=
ings wore held every other nonth, alternating with the meeting of the
county couneil, At those meetings which were usually at night and
always open to parents, special occasions and holidays were celebrated,
Particularly outstanding was the Halloween party, when 150 members and
parents gathered at the County Bullding for an evening of fun and fellow=

shipe
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING

In 1948 the plan of work called for 20 days to be devoted to
Agricultural Engineering, This to be distributed among home designs,
fam buildings, terracimg, ditching, curremt in the homs, fam safety,
machinery, and hay driers, These enterprises were to be carried out
by the various Extension methodas,

One fam machinery and soil conservation field day was held in
April on the Troy Mabe farm., This was the biggest single event of

the year with approximately 75 different pieces of machinery in action




on the farm, The machinery was desigmd to glve famers the nowest
and most efficient usage, The 75 itams of machinery were used in

land preparation, for seading, for terracing, and in the construction

of a fish pond, The six equipment dealers did an excellent job in
all phases of the work, In all cases they cooporated with the famm
omer and with the agricultural workers council, sponsors of the
evert

Another important phase of this work was the installation of two
hay drders, Results obtained through the use of these two artificial
ourers are an excellent example of what good hay should look like. ’
Both units are oll burning heaters, One cwrer completes the curing
process in the bale while the other cures chopped hay., We will watch
with interest the feeding of this artificially dried hay to both dairy
and beef cattle.

Tiith the construction of ll grade A dairy barns this year along
with numerous other barmns and various famm bulldings we have furished
many blue prints, One 60 foot by 60 foot pole barn was built for beef
cattle, Another is under construction on a dairy fam, These barns
are becoming popular since they can be built with timber on the fam
and with farm labor., The Surge Company furnished a hlwe print for,
and supervised, the construction of a three stanchlon milking parlor,
Many dairymen think that dertain minor changes might make it agreeable
for routine work.

Terracing vith lisht equipment is becoming more popular with the

average famer. This is brought out by the fact that over 200,000

feet of terraces have been built this year with famm tractors or teams,




Another soil conserving practice is ditch blasting, More than
13,000 feot have been blown with excellent results being obbained,

Zeb (rubb opened a ditch through a 20 sere creek bottom that is now

o wonderful Ladino-Fescw pasture, The agents accompanied by a
group of farmers attended a meeting in Lenoir in May on the proposed
flood control program for the Yadkin River watershed, The purpose
of this program is to retard erosion and run off rather than try to
master flood waters, This proposed program would include and affect

Davidson County,
ACGRONOMY

Ve planned to spend 165 days vdth work connected with the varied

subjocts which come under agronomy, The adult program was carried out

as scheduled but A4~H with 50 daye planned used only 24, s time

was to be spent on improving corn ylelds, cotton production, top dress-
ing small grain, alfalfa, establishing permanent pastures, soil testing,
tobacco and its related subjects, combine milo, sweet clover and small
grain in general, As Davidson County is a diversified famming area

we try to achieve a balance between ajgronomy and livestock, It is a
wall known fact that the two g hand-in-hand and are interdependent.

A successful program in one deamands an equally successful one in the
other., No cow will last long without pastures, hay and feed crops,

Owr farmers respond remarkably well to these beliefs and there are
some wonderful pastures in the county with more acres of improved per-
manent pastures being added each year. Fescue has been in the lime-
light and, although it ms not replaced orchard grass, it has been

seoded along with Ladino clover on about 1800 acres. On January 20 \




around 70 people, representing fertiliger industries and other busi-
nesses from this and other states, visited Maegeo Fam to observe

Fescue pastures, This grass fully deserves its popularity for it has

proven to be a great milk and meat producer,

The early spring brought ideal prowdng conditions and Ladino
clover was good on practically all fams and on all soll types, Meny
famers resorted to the mowing machine when thelr livestock were une
able to cope with so much grasing, The hay made from those pastures
started filling hay lofts early in the season, mnd a few ailos,

n added source of income is derived from Ladino clover seed,

Vie balieve Odell Owens, of Route 3, Lesdngton, holde one of the vop
seod production records, In July he harvested l12 pounds of seed

from 3 acres, The seed 1s in excellent condition, The field of clover
was seocded in the spring of L948 and was grased during the late sumer
and fall, This spring the field was not grased, lr, Owens mowed the
clover and in a few days raked it with a side delivery rale, It was
then loaded on traillers and hauled to a clover huller, Only about 50

pounds of orchard grass were saved since it was mowed late, D, Gs

Wilson, Route 1, Limood, harvested approximately 1000 pounds of Kene
tucky 31 Fescue and Ladino clover seed with a combine, There was nearly
5% clover seed, Ho also harvested around 1200 pounds of orchard grasse
The Fescws land is being grased after combining until winter sets in,
then nitrogen will be applied so as to stimulate grass growth, a practice
followed annually,

Not quite as much alfalfa was seeded tiis full as last, the total )

number of acres being 400, In the early spring many newly seeded alfalfa




fields appeared to have stem rot, The plants turmed yellow and
wilted looking as Aif hot water had been poured on them, Warmer

dry weather seemed to be the remedy needed, Sheriff Wilford Fritts,
oo of the larger alfalfa growers in the county, purchased a hay
drier, This insures top quality hay with all the leaves intact,

Tobacco and its problems required a good bit of attention,
Three tobacco meotings were held on January 28 with 225 in atten~
dance, S, N, Hawks showed slides and talked to the fammers on dis-
oases, varieties, fortilization, curing and storing of tobacco,

AL sections of the county had blue mold in the tobacco plant
beds, Some famers sprayed with Fomate, but rainy weather and
neglect rotarded control measures. As a result, we were shart of
tobacco plants. This meant petting plants from eastern countise
and in border counties of South Carolina,

Fifteen farmers and two agants attended the tobacco field day
at Rural Hall, An interesting and helpful towr was held,

A prolonged dry spell in July caused considerable damage to
tobacco. It wilted and died so rapidly farmers were unable to pull

it fast enough, Some late set tobacco sunburns.d badly, After being

put in the barn much of the leaf went " dead.,” The Tobacco Assoclates,
Ine,, and the acreage allotment referendums were carried by a large
majority. The tobasco people of ow county found time to g to the
polls and express thelr bolief in the neod for tobacco programs,

Two meetings were held in Septamber on the chemical treatment of
tobacco plant beds and on pasture production. One meeting was at the
7allburg School with 90 famers attending, The other one was held at

the VWelcome School with 125 famers present, A plcture was shown at




both meetings on the preparation of the plant bed and the rethods
of applying chemicals, /lso we gave out charts an! instrwtions

on application methods for Cymnamid, Uramon and tie new Lom8e2

fertliger, We discussed plant beds and the prevention of lue
mold, handing out information on this also, Pasture prodiwtion wus
discusscd at Length at bo'h meotings. We are of the opinion that
more tobasco beds will be treated by chemical methods next year than
last,

Through the cooperation of Dr, E. R, Collins, sixtmfive far=
mers received 60 tons of ANL nitrogen top=dressing to put on thelr

amers was entered in the

anall grain in the spring. Bach of the
anall grain contest which was conducted by the county apgents in order / £/
to deterwine whieh farmers in each towmship were eligible to buy the :

\tlas 66 and 50 wheat, In all, there were one hundred famers who

antered the contest and at harvest time 35 of these requested that we

check their flelds. lost of them made god yields, The barley crop

was only fair, Both fall and spring cats were extremely gmod., A lot

of wheat had lodged or broken down, but on the whole the yield wae

about average for the county., Two famers who had god oat ylelds

wore John Skeen of Penton whose 3 acres of Fulgrain ocats produced 100

bushels per acre and Wilson Hedgecock, Route 2, High Point, who averzged

101 bushels on 6 acres, A pA
During the week of October 10 there was a total of 82 bushels of |

the new Atlas wheat dlstributed to Davidson County farmers. These were

the leading grain growers, s we should have an ample supily of Atlas

soed vheat in owr county next year with a fair grain season, Also there




was a total of 50 bushels of the Colonial barley and 20 bushels
of Arlington ocats placed with ouwr farmers,
When Governor Scott and Governor Tuck declared a " corn proe

duction war " owr farmers rallied to the colors with hybrid seed,
added fertiliser, and good cultivating practices as their amaunie
tion, Added incentive was given by priges awarded in three com
growing contests sponsored by the Denton Grange and two alvic clubs,
These proved successful with 200 entries. The sponsors are to be
thanked for thelr splendid cooperation and the contestants are to be
congratulated on thelr good ylelds, Ve lave no way of knowing which
state will win, but we do lknow the famers of Davidson did thelr
share to bring the honor to the ™ OLd North State.," The only pro-

hibiting factor was the prolonged dry spell just as comn began to g N’

vield,

ear, which naturally reduced the

Jeorge Misze, Route 4, Lexington, was the corn growing champion
in 1947 with a 134 bushel yleld and in 1948 with L49 bushels, lie set
out this yoar to establish a new recard and discovered that with 72
years experience he can still learn by doing, This year he had

around 20,000 plants per acre with 1200 pounds of 5=l0=l0 fertiliser

under his corn, 600 pounds of ANL nitrogen and 20 loads of stahle
manure, He found that this number of plants was too many, ®Hr being
this thick and lack of rainfall cut his yleld to 98.4 bushels, Mr,
Mige will be back in there next yoar striving to recapture his laurels,
Representing Davidson County 4!l members at the N, C, Foundation
Secd Producers Short Course and Banquet was Johnny Beck, of Denton.
Johnny has been a member of the 100 Bushel Com Club foar tlree years,

having ralsed 126 bushels of comn per acre,




lore members have been enrolled in corn projects for 1949 than
any other crops Our number of members in the 100 Bushel Corn Club

has inereased this year with 5 members raising over 100 bushels,

Magk Shoaf of Midway club ralsed _I.B bushels of comn and is county .
winner in Field Crops. The Kiwanis Club of Lexington gave enough
hybrid corn for 1 acre of corn to 45 kil club loys throughout the
county., They also donated some money for prises to the boys ralsing
the highest yield, One month's cdlub demonstration was devoted to the
production of corn. Slides showlng the recawsended steps to higher
corn ylalds were shown in connection with the demonstrations

The county Soil Conservation Speaking Contost was hald in Lese
ington, A4~il boys and girls from 4 different schools entered the county
competition, An FFA member was county winner wdth Johnny Beck of Denton
second and John Robert Sowers of Churchland third,e

b=t boys axpanded thelr knowledge ami experi of a larger number

of exops by growlng cotton, milo and small grains for projects, Ira
Rickard, of Churchland, was county winner in Cotiton Production while
ayne Ward, of Denton, excelled in milo ylald,

There continues to be considerable intercst in combine milo. A

typleal reason is glven by John Penninger, Route 6, Lexington, John
planted 2 acres and harvested an average yiald of 45 bushels per acre, ./
A look at his expenses is also revealing. The followling costs per acre
wore incwrred: plowing, $3.503 diseing, §3.00; planting, $2.,00; culti~-
vation, §3.00; seed, $1,00; harvesting, $4.50; and fertiliser, $8.60;

for a grand total of $25.60. He sold his milo for £2.50 per hundred,
umiing total receipts of §1,620,00. Total expanses were $6l4.40. Net

income was §1,005.60. He used 200 pounds of 3-9=8 at planting and 200




pounds of 7=7-7 as top-dressing, Thus his reason, backed up with
figures, is that he can make more out of milo, than he can corn,

on less labor,

ANDIAL HUSBANDRY

The agents spent L06.5 days with work pe rtalning to animal
husbandry, Beef cattle clalmed the majority with swine belng
sacond, Interest in beef animmls is on the march in e wunty.
Several established herds age in the county and each war secs
one or two new ones joining the ranks., The anual Ll Baby Beef
Show and Sale keeps the attention of the L=l boys focused in this
direction and there are good prospects for future breeders in this

group., Several days each year far selecting, feeding e t

Lion,
and fitting for this show are spent by the agentse.

On February 8, 160 farmers attended a livestock school, In

» morning Paul Swaffer talked on beef cattle and aheep, He

managmment, He also showe he group

stressed proper feeding an
a pleture on livestock feeding, During the afterncon sessicn John

infield talked on the outlook for beef cattle, hoge and sheep,

Jack Kelly showed some alides on breeds of swlne, proper housing,
pastures and other related infommation., Then a discussion was held
and many questions asked by breeders were answered, 1l those pres-
ent found the school worthwhile and timely., The spocislists gave
tlen good information.

An idea of uality of beef animals being sald by owr breeders

can be found in the fact that when lr, E., C. Stokes axd his son, Leon,
sold 8 Hereford steers in March the steers averaged 1200 pounds and | '

{/
sold for 24t ¢ per pound, The steers were raised by the Stokes, \ v
t




They all graded cholece. Five buyers representing large packing compa=
nies looked at the steers and all said the animals were as good or bete
ter than any they could buy in Chicago.

In May, the agents helped arrange for and Juige the district FFA
livestock jJudging contest. Swine and dairy cattle were juwiged at Maegeo
Famm, and beef cattle at Hillerest Fame. Twenty counties were represented
in this contest,

The second annual Davidson County Fat Stock Show and Sale for A~H
and FPA club members was held on May 25 at the Central Livestock Mariet,
The event was sponsored by the Lexington Chamber of Commerce., The grand
champion steer was exhibited by Gens Fritts, a member of the Lirwood 4~H
club, Iis steer weighed 1075 pounds and sold for 50¢ per pound. It
should be mentioned that Gene chose his steer from his father's herd of
Herefords and did not have to buy one from Virginia or western North
Carolina as is often done, Twenty-four calves were shown by 22 boys with
8 calves grading cholce and in the blue ribbon group; 15 grading good and
in the red ribbon group; while one of medium grade placed in the white
ribbon group. Judges were Harry Hamilton of Boone and L. I. Case from

State College. Mr. Hamilton was also the auctioneer for the sale which |

averaged 294¢ per pound for the 2 steers.

During the month of October the 4=H club meetings consisted of a
study of the various breeds of becf cattle and actual demonstrations on
nixing home grown feed for feeding beef cattle, Boys ef all ages dis-
played a groat deal of interust in beef cattle and thelr feeding, A large
number of boys are becoming interested in beef cattle for breeding pure
poses, They have fattened steers for sometime, tut have not had the

breeding stock for herds, Now they want a heifer or two for the foundation




of a beef herd for themselves, Helfers have been scarce and expensive,
but once these animals are available at a reasonable price a number of

boys do hope to start raising boef cattle,

In April the k=H meetings dealt with swine, Olides were shown on
the breods of swine, equipment and management practices, It is hoped v
the interest shown by the boys will be translated into action, and gpod
results are hoped for, especially, in improved sanitation and better
feoding of their pige.

Mr, Jack Kelly, Extension Swine Specialist, was in the county June
1. He visited boys who received Polamd China gllts as their L-H club
projoct, These gilts were given by the Sears pig chain whish has been
active in Davidson County for about 10 years, It has been kept going
by each member giving a now member a registered gilt from the one he
received the previous year., Mr, Kelly gave the boys some valuable infor-
mation on management and feeding, Mambers this year are Gene Hoover,
Claude Oraves, Allen Dunning, Edwin Yarbrough, Darrel Snyder, Bill Ever-
hart, Conley Koonts and Rose Carolyn Crouse.

Two breeders and the county agent attended the Southeastem Poland

China Conference at Dunn September L and 2. They took part in the

Juiging discussions, attended the Lanquet and all the two day's activities,
Some very valuable swine information was received,

M. W, Hughes, who looks after the swine at the Mills Home in Thamas-
ville, is doing a fine Job with the fall crop of pigs. He had 12 Poland
China sows to farrow in September and October ith a total of 112 pigs.
They have raised 98 pigs up-to=date, for the pod sverage of 8 1/6 pigs

per sow, Recently the Home has built new lots and farrowing houses for




tho sows, They have a pasture program with Ladino clover and orchard
grass, and have a corn, soybean hogging off practice in operation, A

fow woeks ago they sold a load of fat hogs and we asked the famm manager

why he had hogs for sale now, in addition to supplying the lome with

meat, [{ls answer is indicative of the progress that is being made through=
out the county, He replied that it was due to the ralsing of more pigs

per sow, good management and the feed and pasture program being carried

on at the Home, When we pet all our fammers to apply similar programs

most of our swine problems will be solved,
DAIRYING

The days required to put our dairylng plans into practice exceeded
the planned number by thirty, as dalrying occuples an important place
in the county, The type of work planned was vdth artificial breeding,
securing dairy calves, dairy cattle shows, DHIA work, milk quality im-
provement, dairy bams, testing, and dairy cal f members - old and new,
Our plans were carrisd out through meetings, demonstrations, fam visits,
nows articles, distribution of bulletins, office calls and personal con-

tact, Statistics on dairying for the year reveal that 667 famm visits

were made in carrying out our program, Scven result demonstrations were
started and five completed, Thirty=two method demonstration mectings
were held, There were twenty-one peneral education meetings concerning
dalrying with 1323 in attendances
Many dairymen are finding it more and more difficult to secure good
dalry cows, Also, they are very expensive, Concrete evidence was found
when Josse (Green of Thomasville dispersed his herd of 3l grade Holstein \ X {

cows and heifers for better than a $300.00 average, Had the cattle been




fresh, or near freshening, they would have brought more., We are con-
vinced that farmers can raise their herd replacements and additions

much cheaper than they can purchase them, This is one point we stress
in our Artificial Breeding programj heifer calves by quality bulls should

be retained and grown oute

It 1s a long slow process, but dalrymen are gradually tuwrning te
calfhood dehorning. We are assisting dairymen with this method, Best }/ /L‘, '/l
results have been obtained by using " Pol." This preparation contains
Antimony Trichloride and Salicylic Acid which dries quickly thus reducing
tho danger of the calf rubbing it off. Another method we are investigat—
ing as possibly being even better is the use of elactricity for dehorning.
Should this prove as promising as it sounds, we shall add this method to “ { ;
ouwr program fo)r the coming year and more will be heard about it in future
roports, During January, 1949, a series of six meetings was held by the
agents regarding our over-all deiry program and artificlal breeding prace
tices in particular., We were impressed vd th an attendance of 375 at
these meetings. We discussed the advantages of dadirying in owr livestock

and grassland faming program. PFollowing this discussion, we reviewed

the progress of our artificisl breeding and pointed out the oubstanding
bulls which are availalle, at a nominal cost, to owr farmers in the county,
\s the year ends there are 180 farmers with a total of 94k cows belonging
to the county breeding assoclation. Oood publicity for the program was
obtained through an exhibit at the county fair of six " test tube * calves,
AL of these were good, growthy individuals and the public oould easily
sce the results being achieved,

A large number of the Davidson County grade A milk producers attended
the North Carolina Milk Federation meeting held at Salisbury on August be
A great deal of interest was being shown at this time concerning the surplus




all things " proved true in this instance, At the present the situa=
tion has quieted down, as little is being said,

Field Days of the (Guernsey breeders at Winston=Salem and the
Holstein breeders at Lenoir were attended by interested dairymen, The
uemseoy cattlo folk have a county club this year and one of thedr
mootings was highlighted with the showing of " Man Made Miracles," the
fim which is receiving international fame, The lolstein breecders are
only a step behind and thelr county club is now in the formative stage,

During the year we have lelped farmers purchase 140 animals, We
are always interested in making the best better and securing good
foundation stock 1s one way, Of course a report on this phase of work
would be incomplete withouwt an sssount of the Junior Calf Show, Need-
less to say, hours of preparation g into the planning and execution
of such an event, The quantity of calves was reduced this year by
elimination at district shows, Likewise, this procedure raised the
quality of animals exhibited, One of the most succesaful Distriot Junior
Dairy Shows was held at Coble Fams, Lexington, this year, A bangquet
for all exhibitors snd parents was given by Cohle Dairy Products with a
special program given by k=H and FFA boys and girls, On show day 27
4~} boys and girls exhibited 3L animals, These placed very well in the
shor ring having received 9 blue ribbons, 1l red ribbons end 8 white
ribbons,

Three of our Negro fammers attended the dairy short course held at
A and T College, Oreensboro, in March, They were impressed with the

course and plan to g back if it is gliven next year,

Ih

of milk and the decline in prices. The old saying that ™ time heals M




First attempts at a County L-H Dairy Judging Team were made in
preparation for the State Dalry Judging Contest at Morrocroft Fam

near Charlotte, Representing owr county in the state contost were

Clayton lleck, John Robert Sovers, Bill Everhart and Edwin Yarbrough.

A Littls advanced training in judging dairy cattle was given to all

kel boys in the county at thelr March L-ll dub meotings, This was done
by having all boys judge the cows in the Hoard's Dairyman Judging Cone
test, Many interesting placings were received lut no favorable placings
in this contest,

A Dairy Demonstration entitled * Managed Milking " was presented
in the County Dairy Demonstration Team Contest wdth John Robert Sowers
and Ndwin Yarbrough being the county winners, They then went to Le=H
club woek where they competed in tle state contest and were declared
stato winners in Class A Dalry Production Demonstration Toam, They were
thon gucsts on tle program at the Statesville Junior Dairy Show banquet
and at the Pledmont Junlor Dalyy Show banquot,

Some very nice Ouernsey and Holstein helfers were exhibited at the
Davidson County Falr by A=H boys and girls, Twenty-ons animals were
exhibited by junior members, which were entered in competition with the
senior show as well as having a Junior show. FPrises were awarded to

I members who ontered in both the jJunior and senior divisions,




ENTOMOLOGY

Jhenever we begin thinking of insects we maturally think of their

control on garden crops, tobacco, and in the home and barn, These
have received owr attention along with poultry parssites, grain insects
and rat control work., Ve planned for 16 days to be devoted to these
projects,

It seems that tobacco insocts were worse this ysar than usual,
Many farmers found themselves dusting and spraying, time after time rox/'
horn worms, With the introduction of many new vegetable crop insecti-
cides wo find it hard to keep abreast with the chemists, Many vegetable
crope must be continually dusted or sprayed if the insects are to be
controlled, Ira Michael, Route 3, Lexington, lost 5 acres of turnipe
and mustard greens because of a sevire infestation of aphids, He will be
expecting the insects next year and will be prepared to combat them,
lowever, the potato tuber worm still threatens our Irish potato orop.

The problem of cattla lice and poultry parasites might be deseribed
as one relatively easy to control but one that is often neglected.
Simple materials such as spent motor oil will help control them. Howe

ever, we pet better results by using some of tn newer chemicals, Sodium

Fluoride is our standby for poultry lice. A dust of sulphur and rotenonse,
or Marlate as a spray, has given our famers excellent results on cattle,
The problem of fly contrel is still one of particular importance, A
fow years back we believed that their control with DDT would soon make
them nearly non-existent. However, this is not the case since its usage
is limited., This insecticide is being replaced by Marlate when used on
livestock, Our farmers find this chemical very effective on horn flles

and to a lesser extent on others., Fly control cannot be achisved by only




spraying, but we muwst practice famm sanitation,
In our plan of work we did not mention temites but because of

many requests we have devoted a good bit of time to their contrel

recently, Dr, T, M, Dobrovsky worked with us one day and advised
many famers on the proper control method., Many of our people,
including us agents, were amaged to hear this authority epeak,
Tormite companies will find it more difficult to spray some houses
. in Davidaon County., Requests for Dr, Dobrovsig's recamendations are W ‘/
pouring into owr offios and our guwss is that we will devote much more s
time to this phase of work next year,
Another insect not planned for, or wanted, is the screw worm,
For the first time it made its way into Davidson County. Frankly,

at first we wore a little slow but the screw worms soon put us on

ur toes, They were gotting worse day by days A roung veterinarian
scted quickdy and begar applying " Smear 62," So far as we know not

a singlo animal was lost because of screw worms,

FPARM MANACEMNT

The TVA test demonstration fams have received the majority of
the Farm Management time, Famm records, famm planning, and tours on
other farms also recoeived attention. We had planned a fam and home
improvement contest in cooperation with owr Granges but this was not
carried out.

Our TVA fams received aml applied 30 tons of phosphate with nearly
all of this fertiliger being spplied on alfalfa and permanent pastures,
Wle recamwended this to owr farmers since we felt this would glve them
g the greatest financial retuims,

Consideralile time has been given newly established fams and new




fam residents, Three farmers from New York and Pennsylvania are now

located here and have been visited many times snd made familiar with

our farming methods, We are always glad to mwe young famers begln

faming for themselves, In this connection we have halped and advised
than whenever posaible,
The Farm Hansgemernt (raduate Class of State Callege made its annual

visit to two of our farms in arder to study actual famming operations.

The 16 students and two faculty members visited the farms of Webb Wilson
and Charlie Graham, both of Linmood, On the Wilson fam the students
observed a program of beef catile, swine, and dalrying with no row crops.

i\t the Orahams they saw a large dairy operation and an excellent pasture

and hay programe

FORESTRY

total of only 16 days was planned for Forestry, The work was to

be dovoted to thinning, selective cutting, plant

s insects, and sales,
Forty-goven farm visite to adulte and kel club members were mde during
the year, We Ge. Kelley, Forestry Specialist, spent one day with ws ade
viaing famers regarding plantings,
Carl Sink of Welcome is an ardent belisver in red cedars, This is
brought about by his wanting all the farm land utilised. Then too, he
has been selling Christmas trecs for 29 years. Mr. Sink plants most of |
the trees and ullows others to grow and produce vherever they wolunteor, 0 ,’
Since the extreme southern area of the county is not & highly cul-
tivated the land owners naturally expect more income from trees. Clayton

Surratt of Newsom has cut a lot of timber tut he expects someone in his

family to cut still more., He has made plantings to reforest the cut over




areas, Other farm owners are planting idle and steep land to pine,
poplar, and black walnut seedlings,
Boys of Davidson County have been more interested in the planting

of pine seedlings than most any cther phase of the forestry program.
Fifteen thousand trees were ordered last year from the trees available - )
to h=H members by the North Carolina Pulpwood Campany. Due to the
exhaustod supply, however, we were unable to receive them, Other mem-
bers interested in the swne program this yoar have ordered much earlier
with the hope that they will be able to get their full quota of seedlings.
John Redd, of Reeds 4=l club, received a free trip to the State
Forestry Camp hold at Lake Singletary in July., John had had some ex- /
pordience in both planting and thinning and caring for the farm woodlot,/
He enjoyed the weok at forestry camp and says he thinks more boys should

have the opportunity foar a similar experience,
HORTICUL TURE

The horticultural crops return a consideratle amount of income to
our people, Therefore, we planned 42 days for work with fruits, garden
and truck crops, swet potatoes, small fruits, and home beautification,

Most farms have somo fruits for home use but there is very little
comnereial, The only commercial fruit is peaches, These are usually
all sold from the orchards to local buyers and users, The crop this
yoar ylelded only fair but the price was pod, There are two young
cammercial orchards that should have peaches for sale next year. With
the necessity of spraying for fruit production we are turning more atten—
tion to amall fruits, These crops require little or no spraying. Also,

we have a new mariet for our strawberries, Small fruits are more likely




to bear every year than are large fruits,
For many years ow famers have sold rather large amounts of sweet
potatoes, Our potato production inercases very little since economie

vields are limited to the lighter soil types, It is generally agreed

that sweet potatoes and tobacco do best on the samo soil types, As
tobaeco has a much higher cost value per sere we find fammers leaning
toward the leaf crop, llowover, we still have much swect potato land

. relatively free from disease, Nearly every year we have at least one
or two farvers who grow certified seed, This, of cowwse, doos not
furmdsh our poople vdth enough good seed stook, Tids is borne out by
the fact that in April we purchased L0 bushels of cortified Loulsiana
strain Porta Rican seed potatoose

Johnny Koonts of Welcome produced ZL5 bushels of sweot potatoss

acre and was declared county and distrioct wimer for 1948-49,

§25 Var Yond was Johnny's prise for being distriet wlaner in sweet
potatoes, Again this year Johnny was declared county winner even though
he was not able to surpass his previous yleld,

A yeal opportunity came to kel boys and girls of Davidsoh County

who were interested in horticulture when 10,000 Blakemore strawberry

lants, glven Bryer Ice Croam Company of Philadelphia wore distributed

. anong 110 members, These plants, glven to members representing every
school in the county but one, were set out in March, They have had excel-
lent livability, Reciplents have cared for them through the swamer look=

ing forward to having lots of berries moxt spring., Ifr. He R. lilswonger,

enalon Hortleulturist, spent one day in owr county and visited many of

torrics, e was able to meet wlth groups in

the nembers who received st
various parts of the county to glve actual demonstrations, in their straw-
berry rows, of the correct cultwre and the value of keeping them fres fram

woods and grass,




A large nuder of boys and girls did work in home gardening. By
growing more food at home, more money was left to be used for other

purposes, llax Lanning of Linwood had a very nice little garden and

ow

was county winner for the . He hopes next year that he ¢

P

something in his garden to have fy in oach of the twelve monthse

oause of our geographic location we nomally have a ready market

ck crops, Many of owr farmers and truckers make weolkly or semi-

waoldy to market with roasting eorn, beans, peas, olra, melons,

and others. They find this n profitable enterprise and one that can be
adjustod to £it their other faming overationa. Very fow famors use
truck oropa as the main source of income but it 1s merely used as a
supplement,

d by his

e think it is a fact that a man's prosperity can be Jw

true wo can look about and see progress on

swroundings. This bel

we see famm people grassing thelr

n ever b

many farms, ore th

rrying out other home beautification

; shrubbery, and

la, sobt
practices., It is gratifying to note that owr famm people are not

th thelr homes, The work is belng carried to thelr

stopplr

wmgls, more publie

and schiools, Ve are quite swe that on a percer

bulldin, nd growds in D son County are receiving a face lifting

than fam homes, As a specific example, last spring John larris,

Landascape Specialist, spent one day with us making personal visits and

holding meetings. During the day three churches and one fa
To date all three churches have carried out his plans but the farmm house

is Just as it was before the visit,

n was visited,



MARKETING

No matter how good a orop we produce unless it is profitably

marketed that orop is a fallure, Seeing the need for better merket-

ing we planned 29 days for this work, This time to be divided between
adulte and L-H club members,

During the year our h=H boys and girls receivel experience in
marketing through the sale of thalr baby beef calve: and their pullets,
The 23 steers sold at awction averaged 29.25 ¢ per jound, with the

rand champion steer bringing 50 ¢ por poux, T ullel, sale was

held in connection with the pullet show sponsored iy Lhe Sears Founda=

d for the M4 sald, The

tion, These pullets averaged § L por bl
top bixds brought § 3.00 which proved to these boys and girls that it
ays to care for thelr poultry,

One of the first Lssues to arise in marketing was the selling of

ouwr lespedesa seed crop. At first the seed moved alowly, ut by the

last of /pril you could hardly find a 100 pound bag of seed for
any farmers haul their seed to markets in nearby counties, Others

advertise for Lruckers and groups of fammers to come to thelr fams.

e make every effort to bring the seller and uyer together and they
make thelir own trading terms and prices,

Since sweet potatoes have been a Little hard to move lately we
advise fammers to let us inow the amount they lmve for sele, Vhen

to fams vhere

owr office we can direct

buyers camw b,
are for sale, Last spring we sold several thousand bushels in this
winers, In our beef cattle and swine program we have told buyers about

famers who have quality livestock for sale. Compotition among the




buyers helps net the farmer more dollars.
The " sore " spot of owr marketing came this summer in our milk,

Since pre-war days we had been able to sell every pound of milk we /

could produce but all of a sudden in the spring we found ourselves in
a flooded milk market, Since the dairyman had not been warned he pro-
veeded to produce every pounxd of milk he could the year arcund, With
fam costs still high it was hard for the deiryman to visualise a much
lower price for his milk, However, as the swmer progressod the pro-
ducer and processor came to recognime each others problems, Then it
was that the grudges were forpotten and the dadryman determined to
produce more milk in the winter monthse

Bacause of owr tobacco diseases we saw the neod of pgetting more
resistant varisties that still maintain high quality. We worked closely
with our experiment station and wvdth farmers who neoded these tobaccos,
The result was that more than 4 pounds of Hlack Shank resistant tobacco
seed were used by our farmers, Since many tobacco plant beds were
destroyed by blue mold we called on county agents in the east for tobacco
plants, They put forth every effort to seo that wo got quality plants

at a nominal cost, Because of untiring efforts we were able to set nearly

a full crope

Marleting of eggs recelved a big boost from two aifferent sources,
Coble Dairy Products added a daily pick-up of fresh eggs from the fams
along the milk routes, As few as a dogen a day may be sold through this J ;
channel, Also, a local egg breaking plant was established by Standard
Brands, Ine. They began buying eggs in the early spring and have a
capacity of 30,000 dozen eggs por day. These two outlets will absorb any

amount of egge owr poultrymen produce,




PLANT PATHOLOGY

We planned for 20 days to be devoted to this line of work but we

actually used 13 days, with the major portion of the time being given

to tobacco diseases, truck crops, and sweot potatoes, lork wth dry
rot in bulldings has required some time. Also, we have dovotod time
nd effort in trying to determine the cause and identity of extensive
reddening of corn hlades,

Since tobacco is still an important crop end also since it is very
susceptible to diseases, we have mado many fam visits and reconmenda~
tions on diseases, Many of owr farms and much of the tobacco soil is
infested with black shank, Therefore, we carried out demonstrations
ith resistant varieties in order to put information before our people.
Other diseases such as blue mold and leaf spot werv dealt with rather
extonsively. The blue mold was severe this season.

Even though we do have control moaswres for late hligt in tomatoes

wo still have a big loss, Many » crops are completely destroyed just
before being ready for use., In recent ywars it has been very discouraging

for famers to even attempt to have a late tamato orop, Wilt and other

diseases do much toward Lowering the yleld and quality of swoet potatoes,
However, many of these diseases do not so completely destroy the crop as

is the case in other produce, Our potato growers are ever aware of the

loss resulting from diseases and carry out control moasurese

It is astounding to see the results wrought by dry rot in dwellings,

a farm home was in such terrible con-

Not long ago it was discovered tha
dition that four yooms had to be refloored and reworkeds It was plainly
evident that this trouble might well have bean caused ', poor ventilation,

For the past two years we have had a great deal of trouble with corn




blades turning red. The coloration resembles magnesium o potash defi-
elency but the soils analysis does not reveal these deficlenciss, The

stalks sro normal in growth and the yleld is nomal even though the dis-

coloration is evident on a large per cent of tiw plants in certaln fields,

ndition will be watched ev

wre closely next year in an attempt

to find tle cause, This, of course, is Leing carried out cooperation

hozlst,

POULTRY

The agents devoted 63 dayu to poultry whioh was 13 more than was

called for in the plan of worke The phases recelving atte

Lion were

Wacln, urebred baby o llin

s wing better pullets, laying
flock managenent, demonstration flock records, vaccinating for fowl pox,
and a poultry school,

© hold one poultry meetlng at the Vieloome School in January,
Frodutlon of habehing eggs was the main toplc at the meeting, We have
a big demand for dilsease-free hatechlng eggs. Hatcheries in Davidson
County are buying from tiree Lo four thousand dollars worth of eggs
ut of ouwr counby each month, Ve should produse these epggs and keep
the Llncome here,

n all=lay poultry school was leld February 15 t Robblns Schoal
witorium in Lexington, A total of 165 poultry producers attended,
Co ¥, Parrish, Extenslon Poultryman, discussed the poultry outlook an

broiler production in Davidson County and predicted a leveling off of

oultry prices in the near future, Dr, R, S. arstyne talied about

common diseases of poultry, lie stressed sanitation md disease prevention,




Ts B, Morris talked about the production of eggs and the preparation
of poultry products for market. L. W. Herrick discussed turkey pro—

duction, In the afterncon session the staff discussed problems of

the poultrymen who were present, Thirty-two dogen of eggs were "2 W
entered in the egg show which was held in connection with the poultry
school,.

On March 11, we distributed 1200 New Hampshire Red chicks, whish
wore furnished by the Sears Poultry Foundation, to 12 loys and girls
from 4~i clubs, These were Peggy Leonard, Detty Ann Swicegood, Rex
Swaim, Annie Lee Sowers, Jack Dean, Shelby Jean Long, Anita Swing,

He Wo Davis, Kay Leonard, Nancy Yarbrough, William Hwes and Betty Jo
Lanier, The Sears Poultry Chain has been carried on in the county

for several years. The boys and girle had excellent livability with
their chicks and they grew into beautiful healthy pullets, Some had
as many a8 96 or 99 of the original they received., ALl were vacclnated
for fowl pox. The 4=H Poultry Show and Sale was held at the County
Bullding September 9, The pullets were jxiged by Mr, C. F, Parrish and

Mr, Thomas B, Morris. Following the show was the sale which averaged

§ 1.85 per bird, A luncheon for the boys and pirls and their parents
was held at the Methodist Hut, Prises were awarded the exhibitors at the
luncheon with 15,00 going to the blue ribbon group, $10,00 to the red
ribbon group, and §5,00 to the white ribbon group, After receiving such
a good start in poultry production, a number of the boys and girls con=
tinued thelir laying flock through their first year of production., This
has been most valuable to them since their pullets were st their peak of

production during the first year,




One club member, Claude Oraves, was given 25 baby chicks by a
Lexington businessman to grow for capons. He agreed to glve him

the chicks and buy them at mariet prices, if he would feed and care

for tham until they were large enough to mriet, This Clauwde did,
raising 22 of the 25 bipds, These capons averaged 8 pounds when
marketod, Claude says he did very well on this project,
Ke Oo Lane of Denton is doing a fire Job with his poultry,
For the 6 month period, December through May, his record showss
average number birds kept during 6 months, 2335 total number eggs
produced per Mrd, 98,303 total feed cost, §782L.40; total value of
oggs, $16,843.15; total retwn above feed cost, $9021.75; total retwrn
above feed costs per bird for 6 month period, $3.57, The martality
rate during this time was 109 birds, We encourage all poultrymen to
keep records in order to know what thelr flocks are doing at all times,
The over-all poultry situation can well be sumed wp in the opinion
expressed by Mr, Parrish after spending a day visiting several adult
poultry producers in the county. He said all were doing well, but in
order to make more money poultrymen must keep more birds and cut down

on overhead expenses,
OTHER

A rather new but interesting project has been undertaken by a number
of boys in our county. Through the cooperation and efforts of the
Davidson County Wildlife Club in Lexington, considerable irterest in the
growing of quail was stimulated. The Wildlife Club, realizing the in-
creasing shortage of quail and the need for impressing the youth with

this condition, became interested in the growdng of quail in captivity.




The club then purchased 20 pairs of Bob White Quail and distributed
them to 20 4~H club members, These boys were required to give back
to the alub one pair of quail to replace the ones they received in

order to rive ancther club member the same opportunity, Thus the

newost chain for club members was formed,

Members of the Wildlife Chain were John Robert Sowers, Churchland;
Billy Everhart and Max Lanning, Linwood; Don Palmer, Southmontj Billy
Dwight Hedrick, Davis-Townsend; Raymond Surratt, Elwina Lanier and Von
Lloyd Cook, Denton; Jammes Harry Hill, Reedy Creek; Richard Page, Falr-
mrovej Seth Moore and Barl Hayworth, Wallburgs Billy Ray Barrier and
Richard Perryman, Hasty; John Reid, Dan Craver, Alton Myers and Franklin
Morphis, Reeds; Max Shoaf and June Carter, Tyro.

This project has been new to both alub members and leaders, so they
have not done thelr best, However, enough quail have bean raised to
replace the ones purchased this year, It is hoped that next yoar we will

roise still more and begin to release them on farms over the county.
SUMMARY

We believe this report representative of the work we have carried

out during the year., Major emphasis has been placed on fiald crops,
dairying, animal husbandry, and poultry. Ve attempt to carry out a
balanced farm program which will benefit the largest mmber of people
for the longest period of time, It is evident that a lasting agriculture
must plan for the future.

During the year three corn production contests have bean carried out,
A large amount of alfalfa and permanent pasture has been seeded thus

establishing a more stable livestock program, Our second annual baby beef




show and sale was held and the third one is already planned, The
soventh annual Piedmont Junior Dairy Show was again held under the

auspioes of Coble Dairy Products, Lexington, Another annual event

is the county fair held at Lexington. The falr this year was bigger
and better than ever before vith its first swine exhibit, The ace I
tivities and entries will be seriously hampered next year unless
more space can be provided,

The Farm and Home Week under the leadership of Roy Lohr, one of
our famers, was an oubstanding event of the year, Davidson County
had the second largest number of people attending the event,

The 4=H club program has been highlighted by a strong county
councils Under its direction our boys and girls attended h=H club
camp and the h=H short course at Ralelgh. The new project, quail )
raising, was given the members by a strong county wildlife club, The
winning of the state group A Dairy Production team topped off a year ¢ /-1, o
of progress,

We of course cannot overlook or forget a year of cooperation with
other agencies in the county, The PMA, Soil Conservation Service,
Vocational Agriculture and Home Keonomic teachers, FHA and others have

halped make this a pleasant and profitable year,
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE COMING YEBAR

No one of us can deny the importance of an extensive forestry
program. We should do a great deal more on thinning, selective cutting,

and planting seedlings of recommended species, The effects of such a

program would be far reaching and advantageous in many respects, In

addition to forestry there are other soil conservation practices to which




we should adhere, More and higher producing pestures should be a

goal on every famm, Many of our so called " god famers " noed te

grage their livestock more months per year, Ve should aim at 9 to
10 months every year, Then with these quality pastures we could
loap more dairy cattle, besf animals, and swine, lowover, we should
not merely be interested in numbers but should strive to raise the
yearly production of every dairy cow, beof animal, and hoge

The artificial breeding of dalry cows will make a stronger dalry
Industry, Bulls availahle to us through tost tubes are proven for
tranamitting high producing daughters, We should encourage the owners

of dairy cows to use this service whether they have one cow or a dosen

cowse The hedfer calves resulting from artificial breeding must be
retained for herd replacement in order to fully realize the benefits
of the program,

With the establishment of the two new egg markets we have an
ondless demand for quality eggs, Our poultrymen should be encouraged
in the coming year to produce more in order to supply the demand, Ve

balieve that poultry kept for egg production will fit into a farm

re evenly distribute

pram established on fleld erops, This would

the labor throughout the year and provide additional income,
These goals must not only apply to adult farmers but apply as well

to 4=H club members,




