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The year 1955 has been a trying one for Bertie County farmers., The
three hurricanes of August and September and the heavy rains accompanying
them out steeply into the profits of Bertie farmers. Peanut wad cotton
yields are about ome-half of 195ke

Mijor emphasis this yesr has been put on corn, peanuts, cotton, tobacce,
swine, beef cattle, and further development of the Challenge Program, Corn
18 now grown on more acres in Bertie than any other crope TIhere was an
increased interest in corn production during the year as indicsted by the
organisation of three community com clubs and a 4eH com contests

Interest in livestock cooled somewhat due to the low prices, but
the continued cut in allotment acreage crops has kept livestock numbers
about static with those of a year ago. Currently a Beef Catlle Producers
Association 18 being organized,

Soybean acres continued to increase and there were beginning to be
small acreages devoted to miall grains and Milo.

Several peamut demonstratic;s were either lost or value reduced due
to flood conditions of August and Septenber.

Preparation of this report has been hampered by the 1llness of the
county agent,




l=H AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING

Tractor Maintenance

The T'ractor Maintenance project in Bertie County is not as popular
with LeHl club members as i% should be. Only four boys carried the Tractor
Maintenance project last year. Because of the fact that the assistant agent
was out of the county two weeks last June for the IneService Training School
and camp, the Tractor Driving Contest was not held as planned, It is hoped
that we will have one next year,

Farm & Home Electric

The enrollment in the Farm & Home Electrie project increased thls year
from three to 16, Kenneth Simmens, the boy who represented Bertie at the
1954 Pam & Home Electric Congress was partially responsible for the increase.
When he missed his question at the congress, he promised to enroll 10 new
members in the Farm and Home Electric projects When he came home he did not
forget his pronise. He enrolled six new members in the project,

Our county winner this year was J, H, Sanford, also of Windsor Schools
He gave a fine report of the Farm & Home ElectricCongress to his local club.

Farm & Home Safety

Safety is always a worthwhile enterprise. Certainly the Safety project
needs more atiention than it was given in Bertie this year, We had 10 boys
enrolled in the Farm & Home Safety project,
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In order to encourage the adoption of the recommended practices in
corn production, adult corn clubs were organiszed at Midway, Perrytown, and
Pine Ridge with a total membership of 61, Bach club elected from its mem=
bership a president and secretaryetreasurer. In order that funds would be
available to pay for a harvest banquet at the end of the season and award
a trophy to the member producing the highest yield in each club, it wae
voted to charge a $3,00 membersidp fee, At the time of organization, no o ther
prises were planned but interested developed to the extent that three addite
ional prises were offered for the highest yields in the Midway Club with one
ton of S=10-10 fertiliser as first prise, 1500 pounds of 5el0«10 fertiliser
for second prise, and LOO pounds of anhydrous amonia applied on four acres
as third prise, The Perrytown Club also had one ton of 5-10«10 fertiliser
offered as first prise and $25,00 in electrical appliances as second prise,
Quarterly meetings of the Midway Club have been held by the Midway Clube

During the growing season the crops were very promising for many of them
had prospects of producing 100 bushels or more, although dry weather in July
reduced earlier prospects. A few of the members used irrigation during this
period, Prospects fell very badly as a result of tLhe three hurricanes in
August and September along with 26 inches of rain., The corn was blown down
80 badly that many of the members decided that it would be nost difficult
to get a hurvest record on their corn and in order to salvage as much as
possible from it before the quality of the corn becase too badly danaged,
they femced the area and turned hogs on it. After observing this situation
we decided that in order to get very many yield records we would have to
advise using the rough estimate plan of arriving at the com yield by ear
count and row width, Midway and Perrytown Clubs adopted this plam with the
request that rembers turn in their estimates by specified times, after which
the highest indicated ylelds were re-checked by committees from the clubs,
The Midway conmittee re-checked eight of the highest indicated yields by
harvesting and weighing the corn from a 12} foot space on two rows at eight
places in each field, after which moisture test was run on each sample.
Highest ylelds were found to have been produced by E, Je Pruden, Jr. with
127.2 bushels, W, S, Hughes 107.k bushels, and B, L Taylor 105.9 bushelse

In the Perrytown Club the re=gheck comnittee reported Alton Freeman's
yield to be 112 bushels, and Charlie Cullipher's 109 bushels,

Eleven members from the two clubs reported yields of 100 bushels, or
more. Average yield for 28 members reporting was 92,5 bushels, Seventeen
of this nuber used hybrid Dixie 82, five used N, C, L2, and three used
N. C, 27, Average row spacing was 3 inches and average distance in the

drill was reported to be 15% inches,



rains but it was noticeable that some plats stood the hurricanes much
better than others and produced much better quality of corn, indicating
that some have much better stremgth of stalk and are more resistamnt to
insect attacks

The open pollenated varieties were all blown down, also many of
the hybtrids, Anong the white hybrids Coker 811 stood up best, also pro-
duced the soundest corn, Additional recomaended white hybrids that pro-
duced higher yields than Coker 811 were Coker 911, N, C, 29, N. C, 2
and Tenn, 29, These all showed about the same strenyth of stalk and
sindlar quality of corn with Coker 911 producing the highest yield,
although 1t was a little more subject to insect injury thah the others.
The additional white hybrids either were badly blown down, produced
poorer quality of corm, or lower yields,

Among the yellow hybrids, Dixie 82 and N. C, L2 produced the same
yield and quality of corn., However, in spite of the fact that Dixie 82
grows too tall, it was standing better than aay of the other yellow
hybrids, except Dixie 18, but yleld produced by Dixie 18 was less, as it
is primarily a silage com.

A new yollow hybrid developed by the N, C, Agricultural Experiment
Station, N, Co L6 which was released this year for the first time, shows
promise of producing a high yleld of sound corn, although it was down
worse than Dixie 82, It is a one eared hybrid of earlier maturing than
Dixie 82 but the quality of the corn from it was one of the best, A few
Bertie famers who planted it this year have reported that they like it
and expect to plant more of it next year, Some are reasoning that since
the two eared hybis mormally produce only one ear when planted thickly,
they might as well use a one eared hybrid for tidek plantings

Highest yield in all plats was produced by DeKalb 1050, a corn belt
hybrid that is sald to have been developed for southern conditionsj howe
ever it 1 not on the recommended list. This hybrid was down worse than
Dixie 82 but not as badly as most plats, While most of the ears from
this plat were sound, about 10 percent were badly weevil eaten,

The best hybrids produced from 20 to 50 percent more than the open
pollenated varieties, Alton Freeman, President of the Perrytown, says
he is one who thought his barn corn would produce more than the recommended
hybrids, so he planted an acre of it side of his Dixie 82 contest acre but
18 now convinced for he says his Dixie 82 was 50 percent better than his
bam corn and was not blown down by the hurricanes as badly as his barn
corne

The harvest banquet for the corn clubs will be held in Windser om
Friday night, December 2, 1955 to which all mewbers are invited, At that
time trophies and prises will be awarded the wimers,

S




List of members from Midway and Perrytown Adult Corm Clubs and reported yields
Hybrid Width
of
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Ee Jo Pruden, Jr,, Merry Hill
Freenman, Colerain

BEE

=zg=m
Py

M, W, Britt, Merry Hill

Jo Oy Evans, Merry Hill

Re Py Smithwick, Windsor, Re2
Bdward Taylor, Merry Hill

R E, Pervy, ’irry Hill

ile J, Baker, Merry Hill
Leslie Carter, Merry Hill

Ed Daniels, Merry Hill

J, F, Taylor, Merry Hill
John Brown, Merzy Hill

Ve Hy Lee, Merry iill

Cecil rerry, Colerain

Jo D, Cale, Colerain

Billy white, Colerain

W, By Perry, Colerain

Je Co Daniels, Colerain
Everett Miller, Colerzn

K, S+ Taylor, Merry Hill Dixde 82
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With perfect stands, the spacings given would have made approximately
10,000 stalks per acre. Yields were reduced from dry weather in July and
all crops were severely damaged by the three hurricanes and 26 inches of
rain in August and September, which in turn caused many of the members to
fall to report their ylelds., The members of the Pine Ridge Club failed to
report any of their ylelds, although it appeared that some of them would
have produced 100 bushels or more per acre, Members of this group tumed
hogs on the corn soon after it was blown down in order to salvage as much
as possible before the corn began to rot.

Membership in the three organized adult corn clubs was: M.dway 30,
Perrytown 16, and Pine Ridge 15,




bl CORN

A el Corn Production Contest was organised last spring in order to
encourage nore interest in the corn project among Lefl members, Corn is
grown on more acres in Bertie than any other crops Often times the ylelds
are far below what they could be if good practices were followed,

Regulations for the contest were as follows:

1. Contest acre must be bona=fide LeH project or portion LeH project.

2. Soil sample must be taken on the contest acre and recommendations
followed as nearly as possible,

3. Corn planted must be one of recommended hybrids or good opene
pollinated variety.

ke Yields will be detemined by estimation methods

S« The project record book will be turned in before any prises are
awarded, A LeH member not completing his corn project book will
not be eligible for contest awards,

6, Three prises will be awarded as follows:

1st place winner $25.00
2nd place winner 15,00
3rd place wimner 10400

The following Bertie County fertiliser and seed merchants contributed
to the prize money and thus made this contest possibles

Jo Lebron Morris Roxobel
Lewiston Supply Company Lewiston
Bertie Famers Exchange Windsor
Powell & Stokes Windsor
Parmers Supply Company Colerain
Eastern Supply Company Roxobel
W, Re Lawrence Perrytown

This year we had 26 corn projects with 17 entering the contest, The
contest wimers will be announced Achievement Night scheduled fer December 5
at Mars Hill School. Johnmy Todd will be awarded first place with yield of
120 bushels per acrej Edwin Parker, second placd with mg bushels; and Bill
Perry, third place with 98 bushels.

The contest will be continued next year,

Edwin Parker won a blue ribbon for his entry of 10 ears of 312 Pioneer
corn at N, C, State Faire




PEANUTS

With more farmers adopting recommended practices in peanut pro-
duction, the average yield has been gradually inereasing, having gone
from 990 pounds average in 1949 to pounds in 1954, We are stress-
ing the in’ortnmntronmu\-unmhpropnndpumw
recommended practices into general use,

Since 15 Bertie fams reported an average increase of 366 pounds
per acre in 1954 with N O, 2 over their fam stock, which in turn
sold for an average of $76,00 more per acre, we have given wide publi-
oty of these results and urged all farmers to at least plant a part
of their 1955 crop in this variety, In addition, B, W. Jileott of
Roxobel has cooperated in conducting a demonstration with selections
made by Dry W. O, Oregory of Xeray treated pemuts, Five of these
plats were planted in an wniform fleld in addition to farm stock, N, C, 2
and one plat of extra large selected from N, C. 2.

It 1s generally recognised that potash mnd lime are sssential for
profitable peanut production, In order that famers might use these
materials more wisely, we have urged them to take advantage of the soil
testing service and send in samples from fields to be planted in peanuts,
While the needed amowmnt of lime does good, it does not hold that an
additional amount is better as some farmers have learned, thereby having
trouble with manganese deficiency, Since there are varying opindons as
to the relative value of different kinds of lime, five famers have
Gooperated in conducting demonstrations using different kinds of lime,
On one of these, check plats were left without land plaster, In these,
we have used straight dolomitic 1line, 15% magnesium lime, potash 1ime
and burnt shell lime,

Formerly, diseases and insects were of little recogniszed importance
but their control is becoming of increasing concern. Seed treatment is
now a regular practice, and a large percent of famers dust their peanuts
for leaf spot controls e control of nematodes also appears to be a
problem in sone fields, The southern corn root worm has cavsed sewre
damage on the heavier soils in some years. Two pounds of actasl Aldrin
applied before the first cultivation has been found to give satd sf actory
controls Thrips often damage the young peanut plants, Lesf hoprers and
corn oar worns have damaged the foliage, necessitating the use of an ine
secticide along with the dust used for leaf spot control,
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It appears advisable to use an application of &ldrin on the heavier
solls for root worms and thrips, and one pound of DDT on lighter soils
for control of thrips where root worms are not a Many farmers
have this year used leaf spot control dust containing 5% DT for comtrol
of leaf hoppers and com ear worms, We are expecting this to be a
standard

recomnendations




lime and Potash Demonstration with T, W, Griffin, Woodville - Peanuts

Plat Line Potash Added Yield Per Acre

. 1 640 1bs, burnt shell 6l 1bs. of 50% 1629 1bs.
lne « 15§ magnesium nuriate of potash
added

650 1bs. of 5% potash 1652
1ime

640 1bs, landlax 150
(Royster product)

" 640 1bs, dolomitie 1,08

1ime
Landlax i= a bysproduct of cement industry containirg sbeut 5% potash,
This field showed a pH of 7.3s

when soil sample report was heard frem 100 pounds of potash was
reconmended, Lime applied before report was received, Field had not
been Mnod for several years, Manganese deficiency showed in plat 3.

The results show clearly the value of potash in peanut production.
However, the 15% magnesium lime failed to give the increase in yield over
dolomitie 1ime as reserach findings had indicateds

The adverse weather might have effected the resulte.




Peanut Variety fest With R. ¥, Jilcott, Roxobel

1408
U3
Yri2 1184
T3 Uo2

1T 1560

Va, Bunch uas

N. Co 2 (Large Selects) 1635 12,67

N, C. 2 (Regular) 13.10 198

Plats 1, 2, 3, L, 5, and 7 approximately 0.2 acre, plat 6 approxinately O.k
acre, while plat 8 measured 3.2 acres.

The experinental lines as tested in other counties did not have good encugh
quality to justify their release as varieties, In our test they failed to
surpass N. C, 2 except for the one 1ine Y T 36,

The large selects were those following in extra large classification by the
use of U. S, Covermment grading screens, Ihe increase in yield of selects over
N, C. 2 regulars was offset by a lower grade, The increase in value of the
selected extra large is hardly significant,




Peanut Demenstration Studying Different Plant Nutriemts In Cooperatiom With Bertie
County Farm

Acre Yield Government
Plat Material Used (lbs.)  GOrade (1b, Acre

1 1000 1bs, of ground limestone 990 11.,00¢
per ame - no potash - LOO 1lbs,
land plaster

2 8¢ 1000 1bs, of ground limestone 1126 .22 15,08
per acre and 100 lbs, muriate of
potash per scre. LOO 1bs. land plaster

B Sans as (a) with land plaster not 1178 9461 115,56
applied
3 &+ 1000 1be, of 15% magnesium per 976 9.0 9077
acre and 100 1bs, of muriate of pot-
ash per acre - 40O lbs, of land
plaster
b, Same as (a) with no land plaster 1032 9488 101,96
b 2. 1000 1bs, of burnt shell lime 968 10,39 100,58
per acre - 100 lbs, of muriate of
potash
be Same as (a) with land plaster 1017# 9493 100,99
Tort ofr
§ 1000 lbs. of ground limestone per 9% 10422 95,86

acre - no petash
# There was some question as accuracy of this figure,.
Plats 1, 2, 3 and ki followed cotton. Plat 5 followed soybeans for oil in 195k.

The 15% magnesium lime was prepared by Reliance Fertiliser and Lime Company of
Norfolk, Virginia by adding dolonitic limestone to calcitic or burnt oyster shell
lime, Soil Sample report recommended 1000 pounds of dolomitic lime.

This demonstration included several combinations of different liming materials,
potash and land plaster, It was hoped that some really good data might come from
it. However, the severe storms of August and September probably reduced greatly the
significance of the data. The average of plats 1 and 5 (dolomitic lime - no potash)
is $12,38 for money value while the value of 2 a was $115,08, a difference of $12.70
in favor of the use of 100 pounds of potash. Ihe 15% mangesiun lime failed to give
the increase in yield of 300500 pounds per acre as indicated by research findings
over straight dolomitic or straight calcitic lime, The actual yield of 15% mangesium
plat 3 a was inbetween that of ground limestome, plat 2 a, and bumt shell lise,
plat b a. The increase in yield in all three plats for which the landplaster was
left off is hard to explain on basis of research and past fam experience, Ihe drop
in grade for the plats 2 b and 4 b which received no plaster is as expected but 3 b
graded higher than 3 a,




Peanut variety demonstration conducted by L. A. Oullipher, Celerain, N, C,

Variety Tield Per Acre
{bags)

(1bs)
N. C. 2 12 1057

Commen U 132
Runner

Each plat, one acre

This is the only test that we have had in Bertie County cemparing
rumner peanuts with N, C, 2, This test would seen to indicate the rummers
are superior under conditions of this season and on this particular light
sandy soil, lowever, there was a low spot on the far end of plat 1. Alse
this was not an outstanding yleld for either variety. The peanuts were
behind cotton and received 4OO pounds of 51010 at planting, They re-
ceived LOO pounds of land plaster second week im July. No sulfur dust was
used,

Mr. Callipher has agreed to conduct a similar test in 1956,




ly=H PEANUTS

Ll elub members are fortunate in Bertie County in ha the Farm
Bureau to sponsor a Peanut Production Contest opened only to L-H and
FFA meubers, The priszes are: first $50,00, second $25.00, third $15,00
and fourth $10,00,

Peanut ylelds are generally lower this year than last year due to the
three hurricanes which hit eastern North Carolina this summer, but some
good yeilds were being obtained by LeH members,

Each project was measured off in advance of digging and are kept
separately at picking time, A separate grade is also run on the peanuts
from the elub acre. In reporting the yield a trief record, soil sample
recommendation, and the signature of disinterested person are reqyired.

The k=i club menbers entering the contest this year are as follows:

Aulander School - Jimmy Rawls, Danny Harrell, Joe Early, and William
Edgar Pierce.

Colerain School - Jojnny Baker, Louls Cullipher, Carl Jean Hughes and
Gerald Perry.

Mars Hill Scheol - Carroll Jones, J. D. Jones, Melvin Thompson Early,
Billy Myers and Hubert Earl Baggett.,

Merry Hill School - Bobby Britt, Tracy White, J. B, Brown, Gene ‘hite,
Allen Smithwick and Robert Perry,

Windsor School - Lloyd Dunlow, Edwin Parker, Willie Ray Harrison,
Kenneth Simmons, Jessie Leggett, William Stocks and William E., Lawrence.

West Bertie School - Charles Basemore and William Askew,

The deadline for entries is December 10, 1955. The contest winners
will be announced at the Annual Farm Bureau Dey probably in March, Last
year Allen Smithwick won third place in the Famm Bureau Contest open to
all famers, FFA, NFA, and L~H members with a yield of 28 bags on his acre
and weight of 2660 pounds,

This year two L-H club boys won ribbons at North Caolina State Fair.
Louis Cullipher of Colerain Senior Club won first place for N, C, #2 variety
and Allen Smithwick third place for same variety, Last year Allen won first
place for N, C, #2 at the State Fair,




TOBACCO

In order to bring the results of the research program and extension
recommendations on improved practices in tobacco production, county and
commund ty meetings were held with the discussions led by the extension
tobacco specialists, Good attendance was had at these meetings, indicate
ing farmer interest.

Plant bed furigation demonstrations were held on Tilden Brown's farm
near Colerain and on Damdel Johnson's fum near Askewville in cooperation
with representatives of Matheison Chemical Companye All reports from
farmers who have used this method of weed cantrol in the plant beds have
been favorable and an increasing interest is shown in this method each year,

Some tem or 12 years ago the first demonstration in the county with
Cyanamid was put on by Je He Hughson of Colerain township. He reports that
he has been using it each yoar gince with good results, He has already
applied it on 800 yards of plant bed for his 1956 erop but says he will
funigate 200 additional yards for comparisons

Bertie famers, as well as those in other comties, were very much
interesied in the new varieties Coker 137 and L0 and the demand for seed
wap greater than the supply, especially for 137, which has given highest
results in 195k In order that we might have results of these two variete
ies coapared with the varieties nost comonly grown in the commty, a

variety demonstration was conducted by Melvin K, Cobb, Merry Hill, Route 1,
with plats of Coker 139, Coker 10, Dixie Bright 101, White Gold and

Hickse In 1954 Wnite Gold and Hicks were the leading noneresistant vare
leties in the county, Dixie Bright was widely used for black shank resiste
ance.

Hail and wind stoms damaged the tobacco im June, Dixie Bright, which
48 more brittls than other varieties, appeared to have been damaged worst,
Black shank was not a problem in the field where the plats were located,
The tobacco was graded by a federal grader and support price used in deter-
minizg the value of each grade, While highest money value was produced
by Hicks and White Gold, it is too risky to take a chance with noneresiste
mt varieties where there is a probability of black shank, as some farmers
have learned the hard way, Less farmers had this sad experience this year
than in former yearse

Tobacco fammers have been gradually increasing the amount of fertiliser
used for tobacco, both in pounds and in higher analysis, but tobacco special-
ists advise against the use of excdssive amounts, John Brown of Merry Hill,
Route 1, conducted a fertiliser demonstration using four plats of 0T acre
each plat getting same amount of nitrogen but from a different analysise
Rates used were based on 1000 pounds per acre of Le8<10. Analysis used were




A large part of tine waa taken up during the growlng season in
ldentifying tobacco diseases, When we could not make positive ldentificae
tion, specimens were sent to the plint disease elinic at State College,
This service is enabling farmers who have black shank to show up in a
small way the first to avold noneresistant varieties in future years,

Following three dry sumaers more famers got interusted in putting in
irrigation systems so that water could he applind when necded, although
there was not as much need for irrigation as in former years.

Tobacco farmers have been encouraged to attend the field days held at
the Tobacoo Research Stations, Attendance thisz year was at OGreenville and
Rocky Mounte



L=H TOBACCO

Bven though tebacco is the neipal money crop of Bertie County,
still 1t 1s not very popular as 4 Club project probably because of the
large amount of labor demanded and the reluctance of parents to give any
of their tobacco as a L« Club project. Again only S boys had tobacco as
their project. Allen Smithwick made a ton to the acre on 1.7 acres,
Thomas Earl and Ronnie Northeott also had good tobacco projectss




TOBAECO FERTILIZER DEMONSTRATION IN COOPERATION WITH JOHN BROWN, MERRY HILL, N. C.

Fiald pos Yol Per dem
Flat Analysis  Amownt Per Aeve  Yield Per Acre Valus Per Asre

3 396 1333 1560 1bs. $791.L8

2 399 1333 I 723,02

3 =CelO 1000 37 75538

b 6=12415 667 bl 71,18

ALl plate received the same amount of nitrogen. Einece plat No, 2 with

50 percent more potash than plat No. 1, but produced less primings, lugs
and guiLars bhan plat Noe 1, 1t appears that at the rate used, plat No., 1
had all the potash that the crop could use and the additional amount did

Dot glve any benefit, but caused a reduction. Plate 3 and L had a little
less potash than plat No, 2,

TOBACCO VARIETY DEMNSTRATION IN COOPERATION WITH MELVIN K. COBB, MERRY HILL, N. C.

Variely Lield Per Acre Value Per Acre
Dixie Bright 101 1811 1bs, $869453

Coker 139 1893 917492
Vhite Gold 1863 1,049
Hicks 1889 1,026,26
Coker 140 1808 904,51

Black shank was not a problem in this fieid, Where there is no black
shank, this would indicate that the noneresistant varieties may be more
profitable than the resistant varieties. It will be noted that Coker 139
gave the highest number of pounds and value per acre of the resistant
varieties, and even if the resistant varieties do not produce as much as
the noneresistant on dicease free soll, only resistant varieties should
be used on diseased soll,




Cor TN

Cotton is becoming of less and less importance to farms that have
both tobacco and pesmut allotments but it 1s still an important crop to
those farms that do not have tobacco allotments, although the acreage
has been drastically reduced,

Following all the recomsended improved practices are important for
realising the most profit from the crop, but all the other practices
without good insect control, too often results in a very poor crope
Oilbert Rhodes reports having followed all the recomnended practices on
his farm in Snakebite township and has obtained a yield of 525 pownds
of lint per acre, The average yleld in the county this year is not
expected to be more than 250 pounds of lint per scre. Three lurricanes
and 26 inches of rain in August and September interferred with the insect
control program on most farws, and also lowered the quality of the crop
produced, During the months of Jume and July, weekly checks were made
of weevil infestation on eight fams with reports made both to the
extension entomologist and to cotton farmers of the countys




b=H COTTON

Cotton and LeH'ers just don't seem to mix, Bertie County, which
plants 7,000 acres of cotton anmnually under the present allotment pro=-
gran, had only three cotton projects this year in spite of the fact
that the assistant county agent encouraged LeH members to carry the
cotton project, Bobby Jernigan of West Bertie School had a good cotton
project and wi]l be the county wimmer in this project.




SOYBEANS

In recent years there has beem a gradual increase in soybean acreage
gromn for combining, We have made an effort to get growers follow the
recommended practices for more profitable yields, including soil test and
following recomendations from such tests in the use of lime and fertiliser.
Orowers were assisted in getting seed of the new Lee variety since it was
#0 highly recommended and carries the desirable yellow colors

A oneeacre variety demonstration was planted in cooperation with
C, D, Basemore of Snakebite township, consisting of Ogden, Roanoke,
Jackson, and Lee. The crop was fertilised with 300 pounds per acre of
0=10=20, Soybeans were reported badly damaged from the hurricanes but
an excellent crop is expected in this demonstrations




Soybean Variety Demonstration conducted by C. D. Basemore, Route 1, Windsor

Flat Variety Yield
Per Flat

Ogden ¥
326
35k

k23

Each plat contained 0,192 acres. Rows 32 inches wide, 300 poumds of
0=10=20 per acre used in bands to side of seed at planting time, This test gave
Lie6 bushels higher yield in favor of the Lee variety per acre over Ogdem variety,
Shatter resistance is excellent for Lee and the Lee beans did not exhibit the
undesirable purple stain disease. It is anticipated that a high percentage of
the soybeans planted in Bertie for oil in 1956 will be of the Lee variety,




LeH SOYBEANS

Soybeans became for the firet time a L-H project when James Raleigh
Cobb, Jr., selected his 1955 projects. James Raleigh was amazed when the
soil sample report on the area which he plammed to plant beans recommended
that his soil did not need any additional plant nutrients for his erop,
James Raleigh also had 3 pigs in our Fat Stock Show and has done an
excellent job of keeping records on his projects, He is also on Bertie
LeH Livestoek Judging Team,




Bertie famers who were raising purebred hogs
ty Purebred Swine Assoclation for the pure
ting better hogs on the farms Their decision

or and junior champion boars, alse
In addition, they had first

A. T Powell & Son exhibited the grand champion sow, senior champiom
sow and junior champion sow. Ervin Evans, herdsman for the Powell farm,

reports that their ribbons also included first place yearling sow, first amd
second place senior gilt, first and fourth place senior spring gilt, and

third place ymior spring gilte In the boar class, they had second place

Junior spring boars, and third place senior spring boar, Ihey also won first
place for a young herd, second place for Get of Sire, first place, Produce of Dam.

So according to the above, it looks like Powell & Son and the Morris
Brothers just about won all the most important placings for Hampshire hogs
at the State Fair and that farmers in tihis area who are interested in good
Hampshires can go to Colerain township and find some of the best in the
State,

The State Meeting of the Hampshire Association was held at Colerain
in August and A, T, Powell & Son held their first famm sale in September
with 50 animals included in the sale, Powell & Son have recently had the
first litter in the State to qualify as a certified litter,

The Feeder Shoat Market conducted by Whitehead Brothers at Windsor
each Wednesday aftermoon has been very popular,

There has been an increasing number of Bertie farmers producing market
hoges




LeH MEAT ANIMAL PROJECTS

Even though Bertie County is predominately a field crops aomi,
there are more meat animal projects than field crops projects among L-H'ers,
Last year we had 12 baly beef projects, 96 swine projects and ome sheep

in having a show at all in 1955, But finally it was
show r Chamber of Commerce

Champion
of three honors, The (rand Champion indi-
vidnllmbo\ﬁltbyﬂlolmkufuimnﬁdwpow,vhmﬂuhl
Brothers paid 25¢ for champion pen of three,

All nine steers in the show were exhibited by L-H members with Haywood
White showing the Orand Champion for the third straight year, The Grand
Champion sold for L1¢ and was bought Yy Heckstall's Warehouse in Windsr,

A good crowd was on hand for the show,and it was said by several
farmers who had children participating that businessmen supported the show
the best that they ever have in history of Bertie County Fat Stoek Shows,

Preliminary plans for the show for 1956 have been made. Regulations
this year require exhibitors to own steers 6 months in advance of the show
and hogs 3 months, The name of the show has been changed from Bertie County
Fat Stock Show and Sale to Bertie County L-H and FFA Livestoek Show and
Sale,

There are 16 steers on feed for the show in 1956, It is hoped that the
Windsor Chamber of Commerce will again sponsor the event,

Ahoutwo-u\ird-orm‘auenonfudmetmmm Last
year the Grand Champion was an Angus,

An effort is being put forth to obtain more economical feeding hy LeH
Club members this year. Last year most of the boys would not have shown a
profit if their steer had been sold at market price. KEach boy is encouraged
to feed as much home grown feed as possible.

Haywood White was district winner for the Meat Animal project, He
joined the Bertie County Purebred Breeders Association at their spring

meeting,




kel POULTRY

Fifteen LK boys had poultry as their project. Most of these were
broiler projects with a few laying hen endeavors.

The sheets prepared by poultry extension specialists were helpful
with these projects and they were sent regularly to L« members with
poultry projects.

Certainly Bertie needs more laying flocks., Eggs are brought into
the county from the outeide continually. The few comwercial producers
have no trouble marketing their egge,




by FORESTRY

There were eleven liell boys who had some phase of forestry as their
project during 1955, Richard Saith, who recently became a Ll member,
planted two acres to cedars last January, Kenneth Simrons planted an acre
of loblolly pines, William Earl Lawrence planted a recently cut over area
in pines,

Willian Barl Lawrence represented Bertie at the Forestry Camp at
Millstone., He gave a glowing report of a wonderful week of fun and learn=
ing when he returned, Bertie L members hope to go to camp there next
sunmers




SWEET POTATOES

Sweet potatoes are grown on most farms in the county, primarily for
home use, We think they should be grown for home use on all the farms,
The acreage grown for market largely consists of only a few acres per
farm, which maries from year to year, largely according to how the market
Was the year before,

J He Hughson of Colerain township grows a few acres for market each
year but in 195k his crop was severely damaged by wire womms, He brought
& sanple to the county agent's office for diagnosis of the trouble amd
advice on how to prevent it, The question was taken up with specialists
at State College and arrangements were made to lay out a seriesof plats
on which Dieldrin would be used on part, Aldrin on part, and check plats
left untreated for comparison, The Dieldrin and Aldrin were applied with
8 line sower prior to bedding the land in the spring, 1sing 60 poumnds of
5% materials, so as to give three pounds of the pure insecticide per acre,
Harvest check was made of the effectiveness of the treatments, Damage was
Dot as bad on the untreated plats as it was in 195 but almost no damage
was observed on the treated plats. Aldrin and Dieldrin proved to be
equally effective, This demonstration was conducted in cooperation with
Dr. Britt of the N, C, Agricultural Experinent Station, and Extension Ente
omologist, H, E, Scotte Hughson says he is satisfied with the results of
the demonstration and mow knows how to comtrol this pest in the future,




l=H VEGETABLE CROFS

With the continued cut of allotment erops, just what to do with excess
acres becomes more of a problem, One of the few directions a Bertie fammer
might turn is to vegetable crops., Many times a good garden is lacking in
a faming operation,

Ray White and Charlie Jacison found that vegetable crope can be pro-
fitable as LeHl projects. Ray planted snupbeans in the area devoted to
tobacco beds last year. His acre project of the wax type snapbeans sold
for $375 and a net profit of $250. Also he had squash and an acre of
peamts,

Charlie had an acre of cabbage for his project. Wien the hard
freese came in late March, it looked like Charlie's project was gone, They
looked 1ike fire had been through them, But Charlie did not give up and in
the end he sold $170 worth of cabbage from his projecte

There were 22 home gardien projects.




Iyl Club Work In Gemeral

During 1954~55 school year there were fiftoen L-H olubs in Bertie County, six
senior and nine junior clubs with a tetal enrollment of approximately 650 beys and
girls. The clubs are met once each month for ome hour period. This year at
the new sechool year a new officer was elected for all of the
devotion leader. It was thought that a short devotional period
would strengthen the club meeting and give the agents an epportunity to observe
more boys and girls while appearing before the clubs.

County Council for Bertie LeH clubs is again meeting monthly rather than
every other month as was the case last year, The County Council adopted two
county projects at the September 1955 meeting. These are the erection of wel-
come signs at the county borders and the buying of a record player for social
occasionss The County Council decided at the October meeting that three things
would be tried in order to raise money necessary to carry out the projects. First
was the sponsoring of a leH Club night in each of the seven schools, This series
of social meetings has been concluded except for Merry Hill school with met profit
of $65 being had, Approximately §100 will be necded in order to carry out the
two projects.

Later L=H talent night and cake sale will be held,

The County Council efficers for mew school year are: President, Margaret
Schweinekey Vice-President, Geme Whitey Secretary, Barbara Jean Hoggardy
Treasurer, Mitchell McKeel; Reporter, Jane Lawrence; Assistant Secretary, Frances
Todd; Devotion Leader, Ridley Tyler; Recreation Leader, Anne Barnacascel; Somg
Leader, Judy Smithwick,

In June, 23 boys and girls attended Canp on historical Roamoke Island, It
was a week of learning, playing, and fun for everyone, It was the first 4-H
Camp ever attended by the assistant county agent, and he enjoyed it immensely,

During the last week in July six Bertie County boys attended L-H Club week
at State College. Four of the boys represented Bertie County in the State Live-
® stock judging contest. On the way home, all the boys requested that they be
placed on the list of those wanting to attend club week in 1956,

In August, a comty LeH picnic was held at Colerain Beach with only a fair
attendance. The picnic was cancelled on the first date because of the foul weather
and the weather was still unsettled on August 3l. There was fun and plenty of
food for the sixty L-H members attending.

Achievement Night was held December 5 at Mars Hill School with approximately
10 in attendance. We were honored to have Margaret E. Clark, Assistant State Le-H
Club Leader, to attend our program and to give us a short inspiring talk., Other
dignitaries attending included County Commdssioners W. R. Lawrence and W. L.

Powell, School Principal F. M. Tucker of Mars Hill, Teachers, Mr. Lloyd amd Mrs.
Raynor, and the Rev, H. G. Thompsom.




The story of L-H activities for the year 1955 was portrayed in ant

entitled "Bertie -H 1955" with Mitchell McKeel serving as narrater. It could
definitely have gone off smoother, but many compliments were received concern—
ing the program.

The following boys were recognised as county project wimners;

Haywood White - Meat Animal

Bobby Powell -~ Swine

Johany Tedd - Corn

Kenneth Simmons - Peanuts and Forestry
Allen Smithwick « Tobacco and Pleld Crops
Bebby Coefield - Cotten

J. i, Sanford - Farm & Home Electrie

Special awards for outstanding schievement in activities wenmt to the
following:

Mitchell McKeel - Leadership
Allen Smithwick « Boys Agriculture
Haywood White = Achievement
Carroll Jomes - Danforth Award

The plaque for the school with highest percentage of record books completed
was avarded to Mars Hill School.

When listing objectives for Bertie County LeH club work during 1955 a year
ago, it was stated that more completed record beoks and geod behaviour at Jumior
Ll club meetings was highly desirable, We feel that a measure of success has
been attained along these lines but there is still much to be done before we can
say that these objectives have been satisfactorily met. During 1956, we hope
to have baby beeves fed out on a more economical basis and we are encouraging
more participation in what might be called minor projects such as entomelogy,
wildlife, safety, and tree idemtificatioen,

This year we had three adult men leaders who were recognmised at Achievement
Night program for their help with boys LeH club work, Next year we plan to
have meetings for the training of adult LeH leaders, More adult leaders are
needed badly,




