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Projects receiving major emphasis in the 1949 extension program were corn,
pastures, peanuts, tobucoco, beef cattle and swine, Notable progress was made in
the pasture progrem with more pastures seeded according %o extension reccmmende~
tions than in any preceding year and possibly all preceding years. An ostimated
2500 aores were seeded in the ocounty,




In the beginning of the yoar 1960 more farmers were interested in beef cattle
and hogs, pastures and oorn for feed production and in the use of black shank
resistant varieties of tobasco as this disease had spread to a mmber of additiomal
farms iu 149, The Oounty Agricultural Plamning Committee had been organised in
1949 through the oooperatian of looal agrioultural sgenciecs and leading farmers,
The agrioultural situation in the county had been carefully studied and recommenda~
tins prepered for a general improvement of farm income and family living over a
period of years. At the begimning of the year it was agreed that a report on the
study mede by this committee and its reoamendations should be carried to the people
of the county, Aecordingly, cammunity moetings were held throughout the county
last winter with the chairman and viceeghairman of the conmittee assisting agrieule
tural leaders in explaining the recammendations to local farmers.

Moetinis of the county planning committee have been held each month throughout
the yeur, in addition to speeial meetin;s on a cammunity basis and those for speecial
studies,

In reviewing aotivities of the planning conmittee at the beginning of the year
of the goals and mcoomplishments for 1949, it was the unanimous deoision of the
group that the pasture projeot seleocted for major emphasis in 1949 had been very
suocessful and that this project should be continued again in 1960, At the suggese
tion of Frod Sloan, State Program Planaing Leader, Brice Ratohford, In Charge of
Para Management Extension wus invited to meet with the group and give sugrestions
for working out plans to revise farm operations in the ocounty in light of the ine
oreased mechanisations on the farms and to inorease farm inocome through inoreased
pasture end ocorn production for an expanded livestock programe

Ratohford met with the committee in August and worked up data for different
types and sized farms as they now exist with sugrested ohanges, This data was
roviowed before the entire cammittee at the November meeting, preparatory to putte
ing it on slides for use at comunity meetings,

4=H AND OL/ER YOUTH

Ninety-nine 4-d olub moetings were planned for the yoar of 1960, Plans were
made for programs and demonstrati ns on traotor maintenance, keeping 4l records,
forostry, gardening, tree study, establishing pastures, ostimating oorn yields,
feeding dairy and beef oalves, County oocunoil meetings were planned for the months
of Decomber, March, June and September. Five 4eli Church Sundays were plenndd for
the manth of May, Fourell summer oemp was planned for the month of June., Plans
were made for boys to be enrolled in 259 4=l projects and 200 days were to be spent
in advising the boys on proper practices and oheoking results, It wes planned that
426 visits would be made to farms where these projects were o be ocarried out,

An sohievement progrem was planned for the month of Novembere

Ninety~three 4-H olub meetings were held during the ymr of 1960, Each of the
toples 1isted previously were discussed and demonstrations given on six of them,
with the exception of feeding dairy calves, In place of holding this demonstration,
plans wore made with each olub %o put on an educational exhibit at the Bertis

County Fair.

During the September meetings, a fair cammittee was appointed in essch 4=l Clud
to be responsible for seleoting and assembling materials to be used in the exhibite.
Club members oame to the exhibit building and constructed their exhibit,




Three county council meetings were held during the year. Attendance was only
fair. Only five 4=l Churoh Sundays were planned, but prograns were presented by
e¢lub members in 7 churches in the county, Club members were assigned to give certain
parte on the program and they were assisted in reviewing these parts by the extension
agents and looal leaders, The pastor of the various churches and the agents planned
the progria 10 days to 2 weeks prior to the services, Attendance of elub members at

most of these services was very good,

Bortie County held an encampment with Beaufort and Martin Counties at the
Manteo camp. Twelve boys from Bertie County attended, Mombers were very cooperative
in assisting with chores and recreation at ocamp,

Miss Margaret Clark, Assistant State 4=H lLeader, sssisted the agents in a
meoting with prospective looal leaders om April 27, Only 6 porsons atbtended this
moeting, but they were very enthusiastio about helping to oarry out the 4=H program.
We are hoping that these § leaders will help in securing others.

Our annua} Achievement Day program was held on the night of November 17 with
an attendanoce of 66 olud members, Miss Nargaret Olark was the main speaker, Club
members made brief talks on d«l Camp, 4«H Week, Parm and Homo Eleotrio Congress and
Dresa Roevues After the presentation of swards eand certificates, the Merry Hill Clud
was presented a boautiful plaque for having had the most outstarding olub during the
yoar. Following the program the new county eouncil officers for the year of 1961 were
installed in a eandle lighting cermony, while those present sang, "Follow the Gloam.”
After a brief poriod of square danoing, the group was dismissed,




AGRICULTURAL BNGINEERING

Iwo tobasco barns were changed to ridge type wentilation in 1945, (ne mew barn
was built this year with this type of ventilation, Farmers who have used this type
of ventilation repert satisfactory cures with a saving of about 20 in fuel, but
this method does not seem to Le spreading,

With the assistance of J, C, Ferguson, Farm Machinery Specialist, tractor
maintenance schools were held at Colerain and Lewiston, Veteran trainee farmers,
FoFo Ae and 4=l olub boys attended the schocl at Colerain in addition to other
adult farmers,

8ame work has been dome in trying to got rural telephones whore surveys were
mado a few yoars ago, but we do not sesm to be meking much progress in getting them,
The chairman of the North Carolina REA has agreed to work with us in getting
telephones but no definite date has been set by him as to when he can do this,




4= AGRICULTURAL ENGINBERING
Tractor projeots

Fifteen trastor maintenance projects were planned for the year, but caly 4
boys were really interested in enrclling for the project. Two of these boys come
ploted the work, A demonstration on “How to eare for the tractor" was given at all
schools during the month of December, Iwo traotor schools were planned and held
during the month of March, Mr, J, C, Ferguson was in charge of the sohools st the
Colerain and Lewiston sohools, More interest was shown in the Colerain sohools with

an atendance of over fifty persons.

Farm and Home Elootric projeots

Plans were made for 10 or 16 boys to enroll in this projeot, but again not

enough interost was shown, This is a project that we hope to build up in this
oounty, Five boys enrclled in this work and two of them bwrnod in record books. A
movie on this subjeot, "More Time for Living"™ was shown to all 4ei club members dure
ing the month of April, Roy Stooks, of the Windeor Cludb, was declared the County
Champion mod attended the Better Farm and Home Electrioc Congress in Raleigh,

G |



PASTURES

From a one acre Ladino clover demenstration seeded about five yoars ago by
8, B, AMdmms of Whites township, the pasture program has now spread to all parts of
the county with all agencies in the county working on the same program and with seed
dealers stooking the recammended seed, Pustures were selected as the major entere
prise for the county sgricultural planning committee in 1949 and again in 1960, At
the ocomittee meeting last winber when goals and mcoomplishments were reviewed, the
group agreed that definite progress had been made in the pasture program with more
than two thousand acres seeded. The group agreed that the pesture program should
be eontinued as a major project in 1950, BEvery farmer who did not already have
ample improved pasture has been urged to seed at loast one aore to furnish grasing for
the livestoek on the farm and more where additional liwestock are kept or will be
added to supplement the farm inoome, This has been done through cammunity meetings,
oiroular letters, newspaper articles, radio progrems and personal oontect., The County
PMA office reports that purchase orders were issued to 567 farmers for 4422 pounds
of Ladino Clover seed under the 1950 and 1961 programs in addition to the tall fesoue
and orchard grass used with the clover, At two pounds of clover seed per asre this
was enough to seed 2211 amores to ladino clover pasturos, This doss not cover the
entire acreage seeded as some of the farmers purchased their seed without PMA purchase

orders,

On May 2 a pasture tour was held with an attendance of 175, Inoluded in the
group wers representatives from Stete College, The State Department of Agrioulture,
Representatives of oommeroial firms along with looal county people, The tour was
pronounced a decided sucoess,

There is roam for much further expansion of the pasture program to better
utilise land in the county for orops best adapted, land on which orops drown in wet
years and waste land now produeing no revenue but which when put in proper eondition,
limed, fertilized and seeded mocording to recommendations produces exocellent Ladine
olover pastures, When this is dome livestook oan be further ineressed for additiomal
farm inoome, Some of the farmmers are now getting as muoh inoome from their livestoek
a8 they do fram their eash erops,




4 PASTURES

All boys taking animals for a project were expected to put in permanent pastures.
Nost of the bpoys have done so, but more work needs to be done on this subjeot.
A demonstration on "How To Eetablish a Permanent Pusture” was planned for the month

of Meay and was presented at all of the sehools, Much interest was shown in this
dmonstration, At the Bertie County Fari, the Askewville 4«i club prepared a booth
and put on & "pasture making" exhibit, A out of real pasture turf was used iu this
exhibit, BSpecial sheets for records on pastures will be prepared for the year of
1961,




LEGUMES

The County PMA office has issued purchase orders to 92 farmers for 13,880
pounds of orimson clover; to 2256 farmers for 139,060 pounds of winter peas; and %o
139 fermors for 46,880 pounds of hairy vetech.

We have urged farmers to take full advantage of the provisions of the County
PMA progrem for assistance in carrylng out approved soil building practices. *he
winter logume seed are planted to twrn under for soil improvement,




S0IL TESTING

Farmers are being advised to take advantage of the soil testing service proe
vided by the State Department of Agriculture., This has been considered of special
importence for land to be planted in peanuts and where pasturss are to be established.
The firet reocmmended step in establishing a Ladino olover pasture is to send a

sample of the soil for analysis and recommendation, In a few instances where this
was not done, failure has been experienced in establishing the pasture becauss not

encugh lime or fertiliser wes used,

A number of farmers who had scil tests made last winter and who had fields
low in potesh to be planted in peanuts were requested to follow the reccmmendations
but lsave one or more stack rows without additional potash so they might determine
the value of the pctesh for inoressing their peanut vield, It appears that the
application of potash is profitable for inereasing peanut ylelds on low potash soils,

|
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been continued this year but loss emphasis has been put
on it than in former years, Four additional farmers have qualified in the ¥, c.
100 bushel scorn olub, Bugene Todd, a 4«ll member of the Aulander elub had the highe
o8t ostimated yield in the county

on his aore was found to be 124 .4 bushels,
oountios supervised the ha
mada of the aere,

Aoocording to the preliminary oheek, ¢, D, Bazemore of Snakebite towmship had
the highest yield on ome aore in the oounty, but his yiold was not offieial,
although we pulled, shuoked and weighed the corn at oight places in the field
acoording to the method recammonded by Dr, E, R, Colline, exoept we harvested the
oorn on two rows at each place for a distance of 25 feet o give a total of 1/40
sore harvested, The shellin perosntage was found to be 88,8% and molsture 14,8¢ and
sccording to the formula for dotermining offioial yields, the ylold was caloulated
%o bo 142,48 bushels,

Formulas

8920 pounds ear corn x 8845 (shelling %) = 7894 pounds
shelled oorn x 100 * 8444 (moisture) 8 6741.47

84,5 x 56 = 4752

6741447 3 4732 3 142,46 bushels

While the oounty agent and aseistent tgent assisted in checking this yield

which was almost in agreement with the preliminary oheok made by Bazemore, it was
oot eonvenient with him to g9t o comnmittee to harvest the entire aore, ie had made
the N, Co 100 bushel elub in a previous year and has produced more than 100 bushels
On one sore for three years straight, Je is not satisfied as he 1s still trying te
make 160 bushels on one aore,

Joseph Walston of Roxobel made the 100 bushel olub with a vield of 102 bushels
on ons aore. Willie Basesore, a tenant on J. A, Speight's farn, produced 100,2
bushels on one sore, Bob MoGew produced 106 bushels on one acre in Snakebite towne
ship, T, 8, Speight of Snakebite tomship produced 89 bushels por aere, thereby
qualifying as an assoolate mamber of the ¥, Cs 100 bushel corn olube

While the aereage planted in hybrid corn has been inoressing,
orable complaint against it with some
oorn, .ecause of hybrid corn falling down in the field and not having ae good weevil
resistance as desired, Bearing this in mind, we took the matter up with Dr, Paul
Harvey last spring with the request that if he had fny new oorn hybrids that showed
promise in overoaming these objections and also make at least us good yield as
He Cu 27 that we would 1ike to have seed for a test plat, Dr, Harvey sent a small
mmount of sesd of four new hytrids that were planted on J, A, Speight's farm in
Snakebite tomehip according to the plan given on the following page,




Nos, of stulks Stalks No, of ears Yield per
in 50 foot down  on 50 feot aore

by
Ne Co 27 (yollow) 24 6 43 I‘.'S_'

¥e Co 8004 (yollow) 25 5 39 8049
Ne 0y 8016 (yellow) 23 ] 88

He Co 8108 26

lie G, 8206 24

Dixie 17

Smithoricks two ear 3

No Cs 27 open pollemated
fram orid 24 L} ] s2e2

A 26 foct =pace on one row at two places was harvested, Number of stalks in
the harvested plats were cowmted, number broken with ears on the ground and mumbder
of ours for each 50 foot plat counted o get the above data. Bight plats were
plankad using the four now hybrids, also N, €, 27, Dixie 17, Smithwioks two ear snd
No Co 27 goed taken fram the barn, One of the new hybrids ¥, C. 8106 made the
highest yield, stood up best and had good quality comme

During the growing season and at harvest N, C, 8106 appeared to be superior to
anything in the test., At harvest it was standing up better than anything else in the
tost, We have been so favorably impressed with it that we hawe notified Dr. Harvey
that we think it should be put into commercial production if it shows up as well in
other tests as it did here and that we would like to hawe additional seed for further
work with it in 1961,

Jo Ae Speight and Herbert Jenkins are cooperating with the N, C, Crop Improves
mont Assooiation in growing hybrids N, O, 27 and Dixie 17 for seed. T, 8, Speight
is working with the N, O, Foundation Seed Growers in growing inebreds for the pree
duetion of single oross hybrids,

We shall expect to oonbinue %o make corn & major project at least until we reach
the goal of doubling the awerage yleld in the eounty., Plenty of fields now produce
from 60 to 76 bushels per acre, As the livestook are inoreased in the county, there
will be an expanded need for corn as it is the only important grain orop produced
hores




=8 CRN

Plans were usde for fifty-nine members tc enroll in sorn projects, Sixtyeme
members enrolled and thirtyefour of them completed their work, Most of these boys
planted hybrid corn, Some of their dads are still not sold on the hybrids. The
twelve fiolds which have been sctimated to date average 74 bushels, However, I
think that the Lest fields have been checked,

Eugene Todd of the Aulander Club made a yield of 124.,4 bushels of N, C, 27
por aore, His aore was declarod the highest 4-H yleld and was harvested by a
oounty camittes which was made up of members of werious agricultural ocommittecs,

A demonstration on “How to Estimate Corn Yields" was given in Ooctober, as
proviously plamned, Most of the 4«il boys should be capavle of ostimating their
yields, es this is the second year that the demonstraticn has been presented.




COoTTON

On farms when tobacoo is not grown cotton has been the second important cash
orops The severe reduotion in cotton sereage oreated quite a problem on the larger
eotton production this year was boll weevil eomtrol, which was made much worse by
oontinued rains during the menth of July, A number of oottom fields were examined
for boll weevil infestation, Examination of cotton plants the last week in May and
early June showed the heaviest infestation of boll weevils that we had ever found
that early in the season, Cotton farmers were strongly wrged to follow the bell
weovil control program using toxaphene dust, otherwise they might expect to produce
vory 1ittle ootton this season, unless they had unusually favorable weather in July
and August for matural control. Approximately ninety percent of the farmers used
some oomtrol, but most of them did not eontinue a thorough dusting program in July

. and August, Rain and threstening rain almost every day in July ocaused many not to
continue the boll weevil program for fear the insectioide would be washed off result-
ing in & loss of labor and memey spent for the poison, The omly instances we know
of where a fair erop of cotton was made was on fields where dusting was oontinued until
early August, Many farmers put on two to four early applioations and then quit,

They made 1little cotton. In spite of the fact that we had the heaviest winter survival
of weovils on record to begin working on the cotton early in the season, ss a result
of the mild weather last winter, late applications this season seemed to have been
worth more than the early applications,

All gins in the county have been exeoubting bonds to send out samples to the
ootton olassing office for Federal Classing.

. Of the four contestants who entered the § more ocotton contest, only one of these
had & yield whioch ool be oonsidered good for the year. L. T. Livermon, of Windsor,
grow 1169 pounds of seed ocotton to the sere, Mr, Livermon dusted his cotton four
times with toxaphene,

Pields of five farmers wore ohecked each week by the assistant county mgent.
Bven though four or five applications of dust were made, the favorable weather
conditions for the wesvil kept the peroemtage of infestation fairly high and most
of the men made approximately cne-half bale of seed ootton per acre.




Farmors have been advised to haw the soil tested prior to planting peanuts se
as to get the report from the laboratory on the need for lime and potash. Where
fields were low in potash an application of 100 pounds of muriate of potash per acre
on top of the row as the peanuts are oracking the soil is usually reccmmended, We
have suggested that farmers having such fields leave one or two stack rows without
the potash so they might compare the yield from the untreated plat with the treated
plat, Reports have been received from W, A, Tdlook, Jr. of Windsor, Route 4 and
Co B, Wade of Colerain on results. Tadlook reported using 756 pounds of muriate of
potash per acre on top of the row as the peanuts were oracking the soil and obtained
& yield of 1504 pounds per sore, VWhere no potash was used the yield was 1306 pounds
per agre, giving an inorease of 198 pounds of pemnuts for the use of the pstash,

At l.li cente per pound for the peanuts, this represents a nice profit for the potash
used, This was on & light ruston sandy loam soil,

Ce E, Wade had winter peas growing in his field that tested low in potash, He
applied 600 pounds of 2-12-12 fertiliser per mere broadoast on part of the winter
peas in Pebruary, On the part where the 2-12-12 was not used he applied 100 pounds
of muriate of potash per aore on top of the row as the peanuts were germinating, but
did not have a no potash plat, His yleld per acre whore 600 pounds of 212-12
fertilizor was broadoast on the winter peas was 1291 pounds, Where the potash was
applied on top of the row the yield was 889 pounds per acre, This wus &n increase
of 402 pounds of peanuts for using the 600 pounds of 2-12-12 on the winter peas over
the 100 pounds of muriste of potash after the peanuts were planted,

We have been conducting peanut dusting demonstrations for a number of years but
until 1949 only dusting sulphur was used in these demonstrations, Over a peried of
yoars these demonstrations had shown an average inorease in yleld of 300 pounds per
sore, At the suggestion of Howard R, Garris, Extession Plant Pathologist, one plat
in each demonstration was dusted with copper-sulphur in 1949 and again in 1960. The
results in 1949 wore deoidely in favor of using copper=sulphur dust, In 1960 six
demanstrations were oonducted but results have been variable although copperesulphur
appears to give best results. In these demonstrations from two to four applications
wore made with the first application made the last week in June in one demonstration
and the firet applioation not made until the last week in July in two, On acoount
of 8o much rain during the month of July and farmers being so hard pressed to save
the bobaseo orop, these applications were not mede at the correct time,

The demonstration oonduoted by J, T, Harrell of Whites township, a wveteran
traines farmer, had only the two late applications,. His yield per sore was as
followss

Dusted with sulphur 836 pounds

Dusted with oopperesulphur §86 pounds
ot dusted 720 pounds

Ineresse for copperesulphur over undusted plat was 216 pounds per aore, Even
this inorease represented & nice profit with peanuts at 124 cents per pound.

Best results were obtained by He R, Outlaw of Merry Hill township, fe nade
three applicstions and obtained the following ylelds per aocres

Copperesul phur 2626 pounds
Chook or undusted 1913 pounds
Sulphur 2366 pounds

Applications of dust were made on July 16, July 31 and August 14,




On September € sach plat was oheoked for defoliation from leaf spot with the
following percentages:

Copper=sul phur 178
30%

Cheok plat
Sulphur plat 25¢

The copperesulphur plat showed an ineresse of 613 pounds of peanuts per acre,
Ab 12§ oents per pound, the inoresse wes worth $76.62 per scre,

In the demenstration conducted by J. F. Dilday results were not consistent,
part of which was due to a variation in the land, He made three applioations of
both sulphur dust and copperesulphur with the following yields per asre reported:

Sulphur 1340 pounds
Coppere=sul phur 1867
Undusted plat 1776 pounds

Lloyd Hughes of Trap made three applications of both sulphur dust and copper
but on aceount of July rains which caused a rush in curing tobacco in order to save
the orop, the first application was not made until the latter part of July and a
heavy rain washed off one application. It was evident et harvest time that the
peanuts in the area dusted with ocopper-sulphur were not as god as in the other
plata, The following yislds per aore were pioked;

Sulphur 1666 pounds
Copper-sulphur 15284 pounds
Cheok plat 1371 pounds
(not dusted)

The inoreased yield from the sulphur plat was about what would normally be
oxpected,

T, 8, Speight of Snakebite township made four applications of both sulphur dust
and oopperesulphur at two week intervals with the first applioation made the lust
week in June, IHis peanuts were planted in April, His yields per acre were,

Sulphur dusted 1698 pounds
Copperesul phur 1778 pounds
Cheok plat (not dusted) 1494 pounds

Inorease of ocopper-sulphur over undusted plat was 279 pounds per mcre., At 124
oents, the inereased yisld was worth $34.01, BSpeight fizures it cost $4.60 per aore
to dust the orop, for labor, dust, power and deprecistion of machinery, e used about
16 pounds of dust per sere for each application,

One demonstration put on by Jesse Jones of Rose Mead for a tenant on a nesrby
form was lost on account of the tenant plelking the orop so that rocord of yields
oould not be obtained,

Poanut yields this season have been quite wariable and less than normal on
account of 8o muoh rain in July and resulting grass but farmers whose orops were not
demaged by rains and grass who were able to oarry out the dusting program according
to instructions have generally made a fair yleld, Highest reported yleld was re-
ceived from W, R, Luwrenoce of 66 bags on two sores whioh were top dressed in June
with 260 pounds of 5-0=20 top drosser per asore, He dusted his orop with copper-sulphur
and says ho was wll paid for doing so, He had one field that had been overlimed em
Hormitage farm where he had been making & very poor orope




In the spring of 1949 he requested information an what he sho luuwmi
the trouble, He was told to have his fertilizer manufacturer to
sulphate with the peanut fertiliser to giwve an application of 50
sulphate per aore, His orop from this field in 1549 was almost n
similar trouble with two fields on the Lewis Perry famm near Perrytom and repested
the process this yoar with the field that was planted in peanuts and reperts & much
better orop of peanuts than he had been able to meke on this field in recent years,
He is oonvineed that he had been using too much lime on same of his orop land,

For & number of years Dr, W, C, Gregory, of the N, €, Agrioultural Experiment
Station has been doing breeding work with peanuts, Last winter in a eonference with
oounty agents from the eight main peanut produoing counties it was agreed to test
in these counties five of the orosses made by Dr, Gregory with one farmer in easch
oountys The test in Bertie County was planted on W, L, Powell's farm of Windsor,
Results from these tests are to be determined later,




4=H PEANUTS

Plans were made for 35 members to enroll in peanut projects, Twentyeone
membors enrolled, but most of them did not keep acourate records of their work.
iine of these boys completed the projects successfully, Special emphasis will
be put on this project during the year of 1961,




TOBACCO

An inereased smount of work on tob has been ry to cantrol blue mold
and black shank, Many requests wore received to determine whether plants had blask
shank, Thie disesse has now spread to all seotions of the county, although it is

- not yet on all farms, Farmers who had this disease in their 1549 crop sought sdvice
on the best resistant variety to use and three veriety tests were oconducted where
xford 1, Dixie Bright 101 and 102 along with the Vesta atralns wore used with the
wuel noneresistant varieties, Assistance was given farmers in petiing seed of the
resistant varieties, particulerly Dixie Bright 101 aad 102,

Sane of the growers discovered the disease in uowly set plants iu time to plow
them up and reset with resistant plants. Opinion is divided as to which is the better
variety to grow in 1951, mainly botween Uxford 1 and Dixle Bright 101 with a few who
will grow Dixie Bright 102, Those who used Oxford 1 this year were generally well
pleased with their orop. Further testing appesrs to be needed to determine whioh will
be euporior, A tobgoco tour was held in August to observe the variety tests, A
panber of fermors had one or more of the resistant verloties in cauparisome

Four tobasoo plant ved weed coatrol demonstrations were jut out in Cotober, Im
one of these demonstrations a plat was treated with gas furnished by Dow Chemical
Companys We hawe been conducting plant bed weed coutrol demonstrations for a number
of yoars and quite a number of farmers are now using ecyansmide on their plant beds
for weed oomtrol but the other materials have not oome into gemersl use, On acoount
of the dry season and oool weathor in early spring those demonstrations did not tura
out as well last spring es they usually do.

A fow plants were treated on six farms for suoker control, using mimeral oil
and aoid tablets, The mineral oil appears to be worth further testing,




ANTMAL HUSBANDRY
Swine

Many Bertie farmers are adding to their cash crop income through sale of
market hogse It appears that the hog population in the county is now et an all
time high, There is also an inoreasing number of pure bred breeders in the eounty.
At the cownty fair in Ootober six breeds were represented, namely, Spotted Poland
China, Durce, Hampshire, 0, I, C., Tamworth and Yorkshire,

Fermors who are using Ladino olover for their pigs to grasze while they are on
solfefoodors are highly pleased with their results, Increased corn yields and more
good Ladino elover pastures are making a profitable hog enterprise, A, P, F, is
boing tried with pige grasing ladine clover, Further work is planned with it next

springe

4« Bwine

It was ostimeted that thirtyetwo 4= club boys would take swine projects during
the year, tut the interest was high and sixtyefour boys enrolled for this work, Only
thirty boys oompleoted sucoessful project work. Seven more boys were included in
the pi; ohain of reglstered spotted poland gilts. This brings the total of pige
pleced %o veventeen animals, Miles White of the Windsor clud hes a registered spotted
poland china rilt whose litter of eight pigs average 50 pounds at fiftyesix days of
age, The previous litter averaged fortyefive pounds, There were nine pigs in this
litter,

Beef Cattle

Bertie Oounty is not yet a beef sattle county but there has been a healthy
inorease in beef cattle interest with the increased aereages seeded to Ladine and grass
pastures, BEaoh yeur additional farms are adding a few beef cattle and farmers raising
beof oattle already are inoreasing their pasturage and adding more cattle, Seven
farmers were assisted in getting rogistered bulls and seven were assisted in getting
pure bred or grade beef type heiferss W, J, Robertson of Rose Mead has an outstand-
ing herd of Shorthorns. He and his neighbor, 0. K, Freeman showod some of their eattle
at the oounty fair and also at the N, O, State Fair, They won all the prises at the
State Fair on Shorthorn Cattle, Knowles Bros, of Windsor, Route 4, are also building
up & hord of registered Shorthorns,

4=l BEEF CATTLE

Nothing definite was planned for baby beef projeots for the year, but I have been
able to plase five young steers for a 4«H show and sale to be held in Ahoskie next
spring with three other eounties oooperating, All but ome of these boys have good
pormanent pastures for their calves. They are being trained to feed, fit and show these
animals, A method demonstration on "Mixing Feed for Beef Calves" was presented at all
of the olubs during the month of November, If the show and sale is successful, I hope
to get at least eight boys to feed beef calves next fall,



4=H DAIRY CATTIE

Two years mgo, & 4=H oalf chain was spensored by the Chamber of Cammerce and
three registered Jersey heifers were placed with boys and girls, One of the original
heifers died with bloat and two of the offepring were lost., At present, there are
two registered cows and 1 calf as a result of the ohain plan, We should have another
oalf to be presented to a 4«H member in the oarly sumer. Fouwr other registered
heifers were purchised at the same time we the ohain calves, These boys are doing a
goof job with their calves, All of them have es:ablished pastures for the animals,
Of seven boys enrolling in dairy projects, five of them ocomploted the worke



4-H HORTICULTURE
Home Gardens

Plans were made for twentyenine members to earry gardening in 4-H projest work,
Twantyenine boys enrolled in the project with a completion of fourteen members,
Projects wore very good, except during the late summer when weed growth was heavy,.
Boys were encouraged to have at least eight vegetables in their gardens,

National Jr, Vegotable Growers Assoolation

Milos White, John and Edwin Porker of the Windsor Club, entered in the Netional
Junicr Vegetable Growers Oontest and completed records on thelr vegotables, These
three boys had a total of 2 asree of gerden, This project wiAll receiwe special
emphasis during the coming year, Marketing facilities in the oounty are poor.

Garden movie
A novie entitled, "The Farm Gardon" was shown at all 4l olubs during the month

of Pebruary., Interest was high and the showing of the film is probably respemsible
for more members doing a better job with their garden projects this year,

4=H POULTRY

4=l Projects

Placs were nade for 16 members to enroll in poultry, Twentyefour enrolled and
only 7 completed, Milton Robertsen of the Mars Hill Club has 100 white leghorns
whieh are in sbout 688 production, He has a modern laying house and an exeellent
stand of ladine clover for them to grase. He didn't make muoh profit for the year,
but hopes to do well when he adds another 100 to the flook this year. Miles White of
the Windsor Olub also hes a nice flook of layers,

Caponizing Demonstrations

W, 0o Andrews held & ocaponising demonstration at the Aulander High School und
approximately twenty boys attended, Scme of the boys performed the operation
successfully.

The assistant county agent and the home agent held a caponising demonstration at
o ¥, Knowles of Woodard with an attendance of thirteen persons,




4=H PORESTRY

Tree Planting

Plans were made to encourage 4«H boys to order seedlings for planting, On
most of the farms, there was not a plece to set seedlings, but theee clud boys
ordored 3500 trees and set them out, Mr, J, C, Jonos and the assistent agent carried
out a "Tree Planting” demonstration at the home of David White of Merry Hill during
Fobruary ot whioh thirteen boys were present end assisted with the planting,

Thinning Contest

Mry Jo Co Jones gave 4-H olub boys a timber thinning emtest during the month
of March, He also disoussed cedar tree planting and the 4-H Wildlife Project,

Exhibit

The Mars Hill 4«H olubs put on a forestry exhibit at the Bertie County
Agrieultural Fair. Tree planting, reseeding and timber thinning were demonstrated,




GENERAL SUMMARY

As a result of the corn progrem, average corn ylelds have steadily inoreased,
mainly fram the use of hybrid seed, more nitrogen and less deep oultivation, The
average county yleld for 1960 is estimated to be 40 bushels per acre, Nore aoreage
was seedod to improved pastures in 1949 than in any previcus year, A larger acreage
by & larger number of farmers has been seeded in 1960 than was seeded in 1549, We
expect this acreage to continue to expand, with inoreased interest in liwestook,
especially hogs and beef cattle,

As a result of the spread of black shank in tobaeoo an incressed macunt of work
hus besn neoessary with this erop in order %o advise farmors on the best varieties
to use, Nore farmers are learning the impcrtence of oontrolling blue mold in the
plant beds in order to be more certein of neving ample plants on hand to set out the
orop at the best time,

Boil testing is giving farmers betber Information on the fertiliser and lime
noeds of various orops,

A county fair was held in October, It was iniated by the Cownty Plaaning
Comnittees Cooperation of the Windsor Chamber of Cammerce and Merchants Assoolation
along with business firms and other oitizons of the ecunty made it possible. Valuable
support wes received from the Bertie County Commissicners, The fair was oonsidered
suoh & success that the County Commissiocmers were favorably impressed in providing
pormenent fair buildings on county owned property.

Mootings of the County Agrioultural Planning Committee have been held each menth
and intensive work has begun in studying farm operations with sug estions on revising
them for & betbter farm inoome,




4=l GRNERAL SUMMARY

About one-third of the 4«H boys enrolled in the various projects completed them
suoocessfully, Hields of hybrid corn were better than the provicus year. The yield
of 124 bucrhels for Eugene Todd sxooeds any mede by & 4eH boy for several years,
Four«li boys had aocess to more pastures for their livestosk projects than in any
provious year, Feeding baby beef ocelves was started in the cowmty sgain, This is in
line with the progrem that we hope to dowelop in the county,

A King and Queen Contest was hold in every olub in the county by 4H members,
The money was used to help the 4=H olub members bear expenses of their trip to summer

camp,

A Hoalth Contest was oarried out in easch olub, with the county nurse making the
selection for the queens and kings of eash olub, i'ho winners met in the office of
the oounty dootor and he selected the county king and queen who represented Bertie
County in the Health Festival at 4=H olud week,

Four«ll Chureh Sunday programs were oarried out sucoessfully st seven churches
with a good attendanee. The members oarried out their parts wery well,

Eight boys and girls were chosen by their respective clubs to represent Bertie
OGounty at d«Hl Club Week in Raleigh., These representatiws were well pleased with the
program and one of them gave a report of the sotivities at the Ashievement Progrem.

Two boys and two girls from 4= clube in Bertie County tock part on the 4=l
Radio program over WPIT, l

the summer a pionie for all club members in Bertie County was held at
Colerain Beach, The recreation consisted of swimming, games and contests, A plonie
lunch was served aftor the reereation, About fifty olub membrs attended this outing,




IMPROVEMENTS PLANNED FOR ADULT WORK
FOR NEXT YEAR

We plan on & oontinuation of the mejor 1950 sotivities in 1961 with further
tress on soil testing, urging farmers to take soil samples for testing in December
80 a8 to get quicker service from the laboratory, enabling them to lime fiids this
nter that should be limed and urging them to apply lime not later than next spring
on land o be seeded to Ladino olowor pastures in the fall of 1961, Many fermers
were handicapped in getting lime this fall for seeding their pastures at the recoums
ended time,

We shall expeot to do further testing of new corn hybrids in 1561 also now
poenut hybrids, A continuation of the pasture and liwestook progrems appears desire
able, The experience of this year has shown the importance of an sdoquate boll
woovil oontrol program for profitable cotton production in yoars when there is e
heavy woevil infestation,




IMPROVEMENTS PLANNED FOR 4=H WORK FOR NEXT YEAR

I em of the opiniom that we still have a long way to go with establishing and
maintaining permanent pastures in Bertie County., Even though we have made much
improvement, there are still some farmers and 4=H club members raising livestoek
without good permanent pestures, I em going %o put much emphasis on 4=H olub pasture
work during the year, A bocklet will be stapled together and passed out to all boys
taking pasture for a project, In this booklet, the olub members will giwe a complete

history of the practices used in seeding the pesture and the methods used in maintenance,

The Agricultural Engineering projects need to be stepped upe We are planning
another County Tractor Sehool this yemr and hope to have more boys to enroll in the
trastor naintenance project, Many boys will sign up for pigs, com and gardens, but
will not take the Farm and Home Eleotrie Project unless they are personally encouraged,
More work needs to be done on this project, We hope that the talk given by our county
winner at Achievement Day will result in more members emrolling during the ooming

year,

The assistant sgents from Bertie, Martin, Beaufort, Pitt and several other
countios plan to hold a meeting and let each agent put om their favorite demonstration.
We feel that each agent present can gain same wvaluable information and that this will

strengthen the 4«il program in this area,

There are two thinge which I think do more to strengthen the 4«H progrem than
anything which oan be doneesmore visits to 4=il parents and seouring more local leaders,
These are two things that I plan to piwve special effort to,




