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ORGANIZATION OF WORK,

Extension work in Agriculture in Halifax County 1s con-
ducted as a

P ive project b Halifax County,
North Garolina State College, and the United States De-
partment of Agriculture,

A.  PERSONNEL:

During 1940 the Extension Personnel was as follows:
Home Agent, Mrs, Hazel E, Wheeler, Roanoke Rapids, M, C.,
Assistant Home Agent, Miss Ona Fstterson, Halifax, N. C.,
from December 1, 1939 to September 1, 1940, and Miss Lydia
Deyton, Halifax, N, C. from Septedber 1, 1940 to December
31, 1940, County Agent, W. O. Davis, Welden, N. C., Assis-
tant County Agent, 7. W, Reams, Scotland Neck, N. C.,
Negro Parm Agent, D, J. Knight, Eafield, N. Cs

ALl agents

are smployed on & full time basis, ALl offices are located

in the Agricultural Building at Halifax, N. C. except the

offices of the Assistant County Agent, and the Negro Farm

Agent, The Assistant County Agest has a sub-office located

in Scotland Neck, N, C, for the convenience of the farmers

in that section of the county., U. J. EKnight, Negre Farmm
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Agent has an office located in Enfield, N. C, Work

in the county is divided as follows: The County Agent

is in charge of the Agricultural Conservation Program,
working with local and county committees, and the oounlf.y
office force, The County Agent also prepares the county
plan of work with the assistance of the County Board of
Agriculture, and the Assistant County Agent, The County
Agent assists in carrying on the plan of work, and has
general supervision of the work of the Assistant County
Agent, and the Negro Farm Agent, The Assistant County
Agent devotes about seventy-five per cent of his time to
the county plan of work, and L~H club work, The Assistant
County Agent devotes about ten per cent of his time to the

Agricultural Conservation Programs, The Negro Farm Agent

handles all negro extension field work with negro farmers,

assisted by the County Agent, and the Assistant County
Agent, He does not assist with any of the Agricultural

Conservation Program,

Be BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS.

The Board of County Commissioners, which is the govern-

ing body of the local county government appropriates fumds




annually for the salaries of all extension workers in
the county, The County Commissioners furaish the County
Agricultural Bullding, including jamitor service, heat,
lights and water, The Commissioners are much interested
in the extension program, and keep in close touch with the
County Agent at all times,

C. COUNTY BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.,

The. County Board of Agriculture is composed of ten
farmers from different sections of the county, who are
recomended vy the County Agent, and appointed by the
County Committes to serve for one year, The purpose of
this board I- to asaist the County Agent in preparing the
county plan of work, and to serve in an advisory capacity
with the County Agent on questions of county wide interest,
One annual meeting for the adoption of the oounty plan of

work is the only regular meeting, Other meetings are

held at the call of any member, or at the eall of the County
_Agent,

PLAN OF WORK FOR 1940,

The following is an outline of the plan of work for 1940,

showing work started, and work eu&'ﬂot-d.




AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING

1. leavy Terracing

2, Light Terracing

3. Terrace Maintemance

&e Farn Machinery

5« Construction Demonstrations

6. Water Systems

AGRONOMY

1+ Rotation

2. Winter Legumes
3¢ Lespedesa

e Corn

5« Cotton

6+ Red Clover

7+ Small Grain
8. Summer Legumes

9« Cotton One Variety

BEEF CATTLE, SHEEP, WORK STOCK 20 46,7

R 73 Beef Herd Management

2,  Bull Placement




Heifer Placement
Sheep #lock Management
Ram Placement

Orading and Marketing Lambs

BEE KEEPING
1. Demonstration Apiary
2. Swarm Control

3. Queen Introduction

DAIRYING

1. Permanent Pastures
2, Temporary Pastures
3. D. H. I, Test

ENTOMOLOGY
1. Boll Weevil Control
2, Insect Tight Plant Bed

3. Peach Borer Comtrol '

he il Entomology Frojects




FARM MAMAGKRMNT

p

2.

3

Farm & Home Demon-
strations

Farm Tours

Demonstration Tours

&~H WIORK

b
2.
3
&
Se
O
7.
8.
9.
10

Organised Clubas
b= Council

Canmp

Achisvement Days
Leader 3chools
Judging Teams
Demonstration Teams

Com, Projects

Older Youth Organizations

Exhibite

FORESTRY

!

Timber Thinning
Selective Cutting
Planting Pines

)




1940 PLAN OF WORK CONTTNUED

Days Dem, Dem. Dem,
Plan=Vork-Plan— Start- Com-
ned ed ned od ple-

HORTICULTURE
1. Porto Rico Potatoes
2, Potato Storage

3. Home Gardens

PLANT PATHOLOGY
1. Cereal Seed Treatment

2, Peanut Dusting

PCULTRY
1, Broiler Production
2. Dea, Flock Records

3« Farm Flock Management

SWINE
1, Thrifty Pige
2, Feeding

3« Butchering




IIl. PROJECT ACTIVITISS AND RESULTS,

Ao AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING.

1. Heavy Terracing.

Halifsx County owma a osterpillar trestor, and
terracing machine, which ia operated by the County
Agent's office, building terreces and sther erosion

control for the farmers, Terrace lines are run bWy

the County Agent, the Assistant County Agent, or

the United States Conservation Service. For the we

of this machine farmers are charged §3.00 per hour
for the time the machine is actually dullding ter-

races. This charge covers labor, fuel and all other

operating cost, The following is a statessnt of op=
erations for the year December 1, 1939 %o Novesber
30, 1940, Due t;x extremely bad weather in the winter
of 1939 and 1940, very little terracing work wis done,

and our income was correspondingly ssall., During this

period we had a wmajor repair bill om the tractor, which

caused our operating expense to practisally equal our

income.




TRACTOR REPORT

Decesber 1, 1939 to Decesber 1, 1940

Aores Terraced 22

Linear feet Terraced 83900

Hours of Terrseing

lours of Road Work 18445

flours of Other Work 295100

Hours f‘ Road Travel 6:15
A3

1096100

Total Trector lours
Total Hours Fald Operators

Total Amount Charged for Terw
reoing $322.50

Total Amount Charged for Work
Done 02725
Total Operating Expenses 124006

Total Net Asount Cleared $33.19

Amount of Unesllected Bills $210,80

Amount of Cash on Hand $5.75

Asount Aotually Pald on Equipment

Kone

Total Debivs of Association 29535

(Balance o0 Equipsente
Nt Ineluded)

2s Ligt Terracing.

The a jority of our terracing work was
done by Light terrsoing equipment with materisl

and labor on the farme Parmers are asslsted in

-




this work by the County Agent and the Assistant

County Agent. 'mm- per cent of our light

terracing is built with two horse plows, and a

home made drag., Bach year the County Agent and the
Assistant Agent arrange from one %o two tervacing
demonstrations in the county where a method demon~
stration is conducted in building home made drags,
staking terrace lines and in bullding Lerraces.

Some of the best terrscing work in the county has
been .done by this method, and we expect to push this
work more in the Tuture, In 1940 we planned to aspist
twenty farmers in doing light terracing. Our records
show that thirty-two farmers were assisted in this
work, and that thirty-cne farmers completed the work
started. On these thirty-one farms approximately five
hundred twenty-eight acres of land were protected from

erosion by home made terraces,

3. TERRACE MAINTSNANCE.

We have found it much easier to get farmers to
build terraces than it is to get them Lo properly main-
tain the terraces after they were built, We find se

many farmers who will put up good terraces, and them




PAAnt row crops, with rews runining scross the tere
races lnstead of prectioing sontour tillage, Our
wark in Lerrace saintenance 1s done in trylng te

b farmers %o wae contour Lillage and properly plow
ing flalds in the spring »o a8 Lo keep Lhe Lerraces

Ballt up, and st Uhe same Lise Lo keep the water furrow

open.  Our plan of work for 1940 called for twenty des

onatrations. Only nine wers started and nine were com-

pleted, We axpect Lo pul sere smphasis on terrace main-

Lenance in 1941,

Ao PN MACHINERY,

Our work with fare sachinery censists mostly in pur-

ohasing and operation of sesiines. With the change in

farm markets, and the redused soreags of regular money

erops brought about by the A Fark Program, more farm-
ars are interested in small graine, leguses and grase

sead, a» additional money srops on Lhe farm, Three

groups of farmers were assisted this year in purchasing
& combine with funds borrowsd from the Farm Security ade

minlstration as the Community Service Loans, We have had

two of thess loans for twe years, and Lhree new ones starte

od this year, making a total of five cesbines being op-




erated under this plan this year, We are told by

the Farm Security mqm-nm that these farmers
are meeting their payments on schedule, Other farmers
in the county purchased twenty-~three combines during
the past year, which makes a total of twenty-six
brought into the county in 1940,

At the beginning of
ad ;
1940 there were twenty-seven machines in the county,

which now makes a total of fifty~three combines in use,
These machines are used principally on small grains,
erimson clover, lespedesa, soy beans and grass seed,
The majority of small grain is fed to livestock on the
farmns, Clover seed, lespedeza and grass seed are
usually sold as an additional money crop on the farm,
Soy beans are all sold as a money crop. Due to the use

of these machines, there has been a tremendous increase

in the acreage planted in the above crops.

5+  CONSTRUCTION DEMONSTRATIONS,.

Due to the short crop and low inceme in 1938 and
1939, the farmers have not done much comstruction work
this year. FParmers were furnished blue prints and as-
sisted in the construction of ene modern milking barn,
ane cow barn with feed storage space, one safety bull

pen, eight laying houses, one hatchery and three brooder




houses, One farmer was furnished plans for the oon=

struction of a farm dwelling house,

6, WATER SYSTRMS,

Five demonstrations were planned but no work was
done on this project this year, We did not find any

farmers financislly able to install water systems,

AGRONCMY .
1, ROTATIONS.

Our plan of work calls for ten orop rotation dee

monstrations, Seven were brought forward from 1939 and six

of these completed their work in 1940, This does not include

farms that have adopted crop rotation work as a part of their
farm program with the Soil Conservation Service, The rotatlons
with the six farms, mentioned above, have been running from

three to five years, and are now beginning to show an increase

in production over other farms in the ¢ ounty, These farms are

also planting a greater variety of crops, including small grains,

lespedeza, and leogume winter cover crops., We are notioing &
spreading influence in the communities adjoining these farms, as

other farms are adepting practices as a result of watching these

crop rotations, =




2, WINTER LEOUMES,

Our plan of work calls for four winter legume demon-

strations, Our records show that fourtesn demonstrations

were started and fourtven completed, These winter legumes
are being used as winter cover crops, winter grazing for
oattle, and in some cases allowsd to produce ‘seed, and the

800d sold as an additional money érop. This is particularly

true with orimson elover, Thirty~three farmers were assisted

in harvesting crimson clover seed for sals, Two farmers were

assisted in harvesting hairy vetch seed for sale. The AAA

Parm Program, through the use of lagume seed furnished as &

grant of ald, has grestly increased the aoreage of winter

cover crops in the eounty, During the fall of 1940 forty

thousand pounds of Austrian Winter Pea soed, and twenty thou-
sand pounds of halry vetch seed were distributed as a grant of
ald, While there has been a tremendous increase in the plant-

ing of winter leguss cover orops, there is still such room for
‘In increase in acreage,

3o LESPHDEZA,

Our plan of work calls for twelve lespedesa demonstrations,
We have records on twenty-four demonstrations started and com
pleted, Lespedesa s being used as & soll improving crop fol-

lowing small grain, a hay orop, and for sesd harvested as an
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additional money crop, Eighteen farmers were assisted in
harvesting approximately twenty-four thousand pounds of
lespedeza seed for sale, Lespedesa is also being used as
& pasture crop on many farms, The planting of lespedess
is increasing rapidly in the county due to the use of

combines to save seed which are sold to neighboring farms.

ke CORN,

Our plan of work calls for two comn dn-nn;tntlom. We
have records on four farms starting corn demonstrations, and
four farms completed, Two of these farms grew seed which
were certified by the North Carolina Crop Isprovement Associ-

ation, and certified seed selected for sale, One farmer grew

thirty acres of Latham's Doublc,thloh produced approximately

forty bushels per acre, This farmer will have approximately
forty bushels per acre, This farmer will have approximately
two hundred bushels of certified seed corn for sale this
year, Another farmer had ten acres of Jarvis, which was cer-
tified, This farm will have approximately fifty bushels of
seed for sale, We hope to use a great part of this seed corn
in the county as there is a tremendous need for better seed
corn, Farm census records show an average yleld per acre of

corn in Halifax County to be eighteen bushels, This yleld is
&




entirely too low and should be doubled. We expect to

make corn production one of our major producticns in
the near future,

S« COTTON.

In 1940 we started a five year program known as the
Halifax County Cotton Improvement Campaign. This came
paign grew out of the short ocotton orop produced in Hallifax

County in 1938 and 1939, During these years the county pro-

duced the smallest cotton orop ever produced in the history

of cotton records., Not only the smallest crop in mmber of

bales, but also the smallest in cash income, A study of

census records revealed that in the past fifteen years our
cotton crop had declined from fifty-eight thousand bales in

1925 to ninety-six hundred fifty bales in 1939. There was

a decline in cash income from $5,695,000400 in 1925 to

$482,000,00 in 1939, Further study shows that this decline

was due to low prices, less acreage planted, and low ylelds

per acre being the most important fact., A committes of

farmers was called in to study the cotton situation, As a

result of this meeting fifteen farmers agreed Lo serve as a
cotton committee to draw up plans for county wide cotbton Lwme

provement, and a boll weavil control campaign. This committee

visited Coker's pedigreed seed farms at Hartavills, Jouth Caro=

line to study thelr methods of cotton production and boll weevil




control, They consulted with cotton specialist from the

North Carolina State College Extension Service, and members
of ' North Cirolina Experinent Station staff, This comittes
mot at the County Agent's office and spent one day in drewing
up a detailed plan for a county wide cottom improvement cam~
paign, This campaign called for a series of educational meet-
inge first with the business men, merchants and bankers in
each o ommunity in the county to explain our program to thea,
and to request their help in putting on the program, This was
followed by a series of ten rural meetings, These meetings
were held between February 12th and 16th, These meetings were
attended by seven hundred sixty-three farmers. The County
Agent waa assisted in holding these meetings by J. 0. Rowell,
Extension Entomologist and J. A. Shanklin, Extension Cotton
Specialist, local merchants and bankers attended each of
these meetings to help us get the cooperation of the farmers,
In these meetings a three-point program was carried to the
farmers, asking them to plant their full 1540 cotton allote
ment, to adopt Coker's One Hundred as one variety for the
county, and to comtrol bell weevil by mopping, pieking wp
squares and dusting if necessary. PFollowing these meetings
arrangements were made with local merchants to fummish im-

proved seed of Coker's One Hundred variety at cost to farmers




wishing to buy them, At the same time arrengements were

also made for merchants to sell molasses and caleium
muutmanwtubomdhmﬂm&nl.
Time merchants, bankers, Production Credit Associations,

the Seed Loan Office and landlords, furnishing the money

with which to produce a cotton crop in 1941, were requested
wmmmz-yrmmummo-rmm-u»
quired to mop their cotton for weevil cemtrol at least three
times according to instructions prepared by the County Agent's
office, In many cases credit was extended only to farmers who

would agree to follow this method, The cotton committes pre-

pared and prim’d five thousand copies of a four page bulletin

on ¢ otton growing, and a copy mailed to sach cotton grower in
the county. An agreement was made with merchants of the county
that the Coumty Agent would not handle any cotton seed, cal~
clum or molasses, and that these supplies would go through the
merchants as & part of their regular business, and the merchants
in return would sell these at cost for the good of the farmers,
and expect to get thelr profit from the increased cotton erop
made as & result of this campalign. Records show that merchants
of the county sold eighteen thousand bushels of Coker's One
Hundred cotton seed in this county alens, This does not ine

clude seed sold and swapped between farmers in the county.




Beginning June 10th, the County Agent and Assistant
County Agent held tem field demonstrations to show how

cotten should be mopped, and how mopping mixture should

be prepared. These demonstrations were sttended by two

hundred twenty-five farwers. Mopping, as a field practice,

was started sbout June 15th, and it appeared that at least
Rinely per cent of the cotton in the county was being mop~

peds  Colton cameup to & good stand, and, with favorable

weather conditions, grew nlcely. During the planting
Season, merchants, bankers and newspapers gave a great
deal of publicity to the cotton improvement oampaign, ine
oluding several full paid page advertisemssnts in sounty
newspapers. Calolus and molasses were available in every
Lown in the sounty at cost to farmers, and it was diffioult
to find a cotton fleld in the county that was not mopped ,
Arrangements wers made with state AAA office to allow come
pliance supervisors to record on compliance papers the
variety of cotton planted on the farm, u\d, whether or
not, this cotbon had been mopped, From these records we
found that a total of twenty-nine Lhouwsand nine hundred
four acres of cotton 'cr: planted in 1940, Of thia
acreage twenty-six thousand three hundred sixty-nine, or
elghty~aight per cent, was planted in Coker's One Hundred

cotton, We also.found that twenty-four thousand one hun-







dred sixty-five acres, or sighiy-one per cent, of the
cotton mg‘h\d been mopped for weevil control, The

ootton gin report of Decesber 1, 1940 shows that twenty-

four thousand seven hundred bales of cotton had been gine

ned in Malifax County uwp Lo Decssber lst, ALl information

seems to indicate that the 1940 erep would be approximately

twenty-six thousand bales. This cotten arep will be hare

vested from twenty-seven thousand eight hundred four sares

as the flood of August 200h destroyed completely Lwenty-one
hundred acres of cotton planted aleng the Roanoke River,

This shows an increass in production on the same soreage from
nine thousand six hundred fifty bales in 1939 to Lwemty-six
thousand bales in 1940, and & money valus increase from

four hundred eighty-two thousand dollars in 1939 to one mile
1ion three hundred thousand dollars in 1940, On account of
ideal growing comditions in 1940 it is lmposaible Lo determine
the value of our cotton campaign, but public opinion se

" Lo
indicate that it was worth more than it cost,

6, RED CLOVER,

Two farmers were assisted In growing red clover this year
in an effort to find another money crop in the form of red

clover seed, One demonstration was two years old, and showed




exsellent results, but for some reason did not produce a
<>

satisfactory crop of seed, On the second farm the clover

made & falr growth, but was cut for hay, Our farmers do
not seem to have much interest in red clover. They prefer
lespedesa, or crimson clover,

7o SMALL GRAIN,

Our plan of work calls for twenty demonstrations in

production of mmall grain, Our records show that seven-

Leen were started and fiftwen completed, All of these
demonstrations were sxtremely satisfactory, due to an
sxcellent spring and plenty of rain to mature the erop,
One farmer, on fifty acres of wheat, produced an average

of forty bushels per sore, There was a tremendous increase

in all small grain in the county with the exception of rye,

with wheat and barley showing the greatest increase, We
belleve that ocombines have had more to do with the increase

of small grain than any other factor, The majority of our

saall grain 1s followed by lespedesa, or soy beans, Our
farmars are beginning to find thet mmall grain fed to live-
stock and poultry followsd by lespedesa and soy beans is a

much better farming practice than cotton, peanuts or tobaceo.
>




8, SUMMER LEGIMES,

Our plan of work calls for twenty summer legume

demonstrations. Only two of these were started and two

completed, Soy beans is the principal summer legume in

the county, These are grown in connection with corn for
soil bullding practices, and for hog feed, There has been
a tremendous increase in the acreage of soy beans planted
alone, and harvested with combines, These beans will be
sold to the oil mills principally, There is very little

interest in field peas, or velvet beans,

9+ COTTON ONE VARIETY,

See paragraph 5 above, as our one variety cotton work

is covered in the county wide cotton improvement campaign.
BEEF CATTLE, SHEEP, WORK STOCK.

1, BEEF HERD MANAGMENT.

.
The county plan of work calls for nine beef herd manage-
ment demonstrations, Our records show that fifteen demonstrations

were conducted and completed, Beef cattle production in the




oounty has increased one hundred per cent in the last
two years with the groater part of the inerease coming
in 1940, Our records show that seventy-five farmers in

the county are keeping beef cattle, The County Agents

Are assisting these farmers pirineipally in feed production,
pasture lmprovement, and the use of pure bred sires,

During 1940 farmers were assisted in purchasing ten re=

gistered Hereford bulls, Two of our old breeders wers as-

sisted in selling three registered bulls, It Appt;rl that
high price of beef is causing some farmers to start besf
oatble work, who should not attempt it, We are advisiig
our farmers not to start on beef cattle until they have

suffiolent pu'.ur-T and are producing sufficient home grown

feed to properly winter their cattle. There are ten upe

right sllos and ten trench silos in the ocounty being used
for feeding beef catile,

Ze BULL PLACHRORNT,
Our plan of work calls for placing five bulls in 1940,
Ten bulls were placed, all of which were reglstered Hersfords,

ALL of these bulls wers purchased from sales promoted by the
)




Siohast

service, 1i: agents for the Atlantic Coast
Line Railroad, and the banks of eastern North Carolina,

3+ HEIFER PLACEMENT,

Our plan of work calls for twenty-five heifers to be

placed. Forty-five heifers were placed in the county in
1940, Eleven of these were registered heifers that will
be used for foundation stock, Thirty-four were high grade,

but will also be used for foundation stock.

L SHEZP FLOCK MANAGRMNT.

Our plan of work calls for two demonstrations, Nothing

was done on this project,

5¢ RAM PLACEMENT.

Our plan of work calls for five rams to be placed.

Nothing was done on this project,

6y GRADING AND MARKETING LAMBS.

Our plan of work calls for five demonstrations, HNothing

was done on this project,




BER KEEPING.
1. DEMONSTRATION APIARY.

Our plan of work calls for three demonstrations., Two

demonstrations were started and oampleted, Five farmers

are being assisted in handling their bees. This work is
handled entirely with the assistance of the extension bee

specialist, who makes two visita to this county each year

to assist the farmers with their bee problems, We have

one farmer near Spring Hill, who has a modern apiary with
all of the latest equipment and is really doing good work.
Bee keepers report a very unprofitable year in 1940, There

does not seem to be very much interest in bee keeping in

the county.

2, SWARM CONTROL.

Our plan of work calls for two demonstrations, which

were conducted and completed, This work was done on the

farm of R. W, Etheridge at Spring Hi)l by the Assistant
County Agent, with the assistance _o\" the axtension bee
specialist,




3+ QUEEN INTRODUCTION.

Our plan of work calls for three demonstrations,

Nothing was done on this project this year,

DAIRYING.
1, PHDMANENT PASTURES,

Our plan of work calls for ten pasture demonstrations.
Seventoeen were started and fifteen completed. With the in-
creased interest in livestock in the county there has been
& corresponding increase in permanent pastures, We have
several pastures in the county that are excellent and have
been used more than any other demonstrations in the county.
Our farmers are finding that good land properly fertilized
and seeded is giving them excellent retums in pastures,

We are having more calls each year for help in establishing

better pastures, We are placing more emphasis on small

acreage of good land properly prepared and managed, rather

than on larger acreage of pasture,
\
In cooperation with the Planters Food Institute, the
County Agents conducted three pasture fertiliszer demonstrations

in 1940, The results of these demonstrations are as follows:

-




—DRY MATTER ON ACRE BASIS
Yields Yields Total
1st 2nd pounds

Bame Treatment  Cutting

Phillips, W, L, 1-lime & phos 499 9h5 Lhis
2-lime only 300 755 1055

Pope, H. Bs 1-lime & phos 1875 693 2569
2=lime only 1709 481 21%

Whitehead, J.0. l-lime & phos 2693 1ATY nn
2-lime only 2358 534 2892

2, TEMPORARY PASTURES.

Our plan of work calls for ten demonstrations, Four
were started and two were completed, Two farmers used soy
beans as temporary pasture this year for dairy cattle that
gave excellent results, During the dry weather of July the
milk production on these farms held up, due to the fact that
the farmers had these temporary pastures in soy beans for

their cows, We expect to push these pastures in connect ion

with dairy cattle and hogs more in the coming year,

3. D, H, I, TSST,

Two farmers in the county are having assistance in dolng

D.H.I, Test work, The information given from this test work




has enabled these farmers to eliminate five oculls

from their milking herd,

he OTHER DAIRY WORK,

One farmer was assisted this year in starting dairy
work producing whole milk, which is sold to the Southern

Dairies in Rooky Mount, North Carolina, This producer

was assisted in bullding a modern milking barn, & cow
barn with feed storage space above, and one upright metal
silo, He was assisted in purchasing a h-rd_ot twenty-four
Ouernsey cows, sleven of which were registered, also two

registered Guornsey bulls. With the assistance of the dairy

specialist, and the agronomy specialist from State College,
this farmer was assisted in rearranging his farmm program
80 A8 to produce as much seed as possible for his cows,

This should be an excellent dairy demonstration for farmers

in tha county, The producer is attempting to grow all food

and feed on the farm and turn this inko a cash erop through

his dalry cows, This project is about eight months old, and

is going falrly well,

ENTOMOLOOY .

1, BOLL WEEVIL CONTROL,




Our plan of work calls for ten boll weevil control

demonstrations, Pour of these were started , but none

weore completed due to no boll weevil damage in 1940, In

connection with our cotton improvement campaign a county
wide boll weevil control campaign was conducted in the

county in 1940, During February ten educational meetings

were held by the County Agent, and the Extension Entomologist,

These meetings were attended by seven hundred sixty-three

farmers, At these meetings boll weevil control was disgussed

and mopping and dusting was recommended, Construction of home

made mops and mixing of the l-l-l molasses mixture was ex-

plained, During June ten method demonstrations were conducted

by the County Agent, and the Assistant County Agent, These

demonstrations were attended by two hundred twenty-five

farmers, Arrangements were made with local merchants to supply

caloium arsenate and molasses at cost. The County Agent's office

did not handle the sale of any caloium or molasses, The mer-
chants agreed to do this at cost expecting to get their profit
out of the cotton crop we hope to make as a result of the

county wide weevil control campaign. The farmers were very
much interested in this c‘mpﬂgn, and in June it was hard to
find a cotton fleld in the county that was not being mopped.

The majority of the mopping was done by hand, Approximately




ten per cemt of the acreage was mopped by various types

of mopping machines, Check on mopping was secured frem

AAA compliance supervisors when farms were measured by

AAA supervisors, These records show that out of twenty-
nine thousend nine hundred four acres of cotton planted
in 1940 twesty-four thousand one hundred sixty-five acres
were mopped, which is eighty-one per cent of the entire
cotton crop. Cotton gin reports of Decesber lst showed
twenty-four thousand seven hundred bales of cotton ginned
to December lst, This report indicates a final production
of Appmxintd.y twenty-six thousand bales as a 1940 crep,
Due !.o 1deal weather eeodiunm and lack of weevil damage,
it is impossible to estimate the value of this mopping.
Four boll weevil control demonstrations were started with
check plots, but due to lack of weevil damage we secured

no information from them,

2, INSECT TIGHT PLANT BED,

Our plan of work calls for two demonstrations, No

work was dome on this project,

3. PRACH BORER CONTROL.




Our plan of work calls for two demonstrations, Vo
work was done on this project,

he A=l ENTOMOLOGY PROJECTS,

Our plan of work calls for two desonstrations. Mo

work was done om Lhis project,

FARN MANAORMENT,
1o FARM AND HOME DEMONSTRATIONS.

Our plan of work calls for one demonstration,

No
work was dooe on Lhis project as we did not find anyone

interested in doing Shis work that the Parm and Home
Agent thought would be sultable,

2¢ FAW TOURS,

Our plan of work oalls for one -nnunh\rl tours This

tour was condusted on Priday, Autust 9th, The tour was ate
Lended by twenby«five farwers of this and adjoining counties,
Six farms were visited on this tour, The first stop visited
& pasture desonstration showlng the value of lime and phosphate
with a check plot recelving no Lreatment, The second stop was




4o show construction and use of trench silos used for
beef cattle purposes, On the third stop the farmers
visited an upright silo which is used in connection with
beef cattle feeding and saw & stave silo in process of
construction. At the fourth stop the farmers saw a
trench silo that had been in use for several years with
the barns and equipment used for feeding beef cattle,
While no cattle were on feed at the time of the tour the
farmers saw practical equipment needed for feeding beef
cattle, The fifth stop showed a beef cattle farm where a
herd of one hundred five Hereford cows were kept. On this
farm the farmers saw one of the best demonstrations available
for keeping beef cattle on a practical basis. They saw the
foundation herd, plenty of good pasture cut in several
sections s0 as to rotate the grasing, Feed being growm in
the fields, silos for storing feed, both trench and upright,

feed storage barns and cattle feeding barna. On this fam

calves are grown out to steers and then fattened for market,

The sixth stop showed a registered herd of some of the finest
Herefords in the county, This farm had only been in beef
cattle production three years, and the visitors saw a practical
equipment of a breeding herd,

On Priday, August 30th, the County Agemt assisted the
L




Soll Comservation Service in condueting a tour in

Little Pishing Creek Soil Conservatles Distrlet, Porty-

five farmars attended this tour observing meadow strips,

strip oropping, orop retation, forestry sanagement and

erosion centrel by terraces, alse gully control by the use

of Kudsu, Pour farms were visited on Lhis tour, The Lour

finished up at the OCC camp in Littleton where a duteh luneh
was served, and the purpose of the Soll Conservation distriet

was wxplained, As a result of this tour the Soil Consere

vation district received twenty-five applications from farm-

ers requesting help.

A~ CLUB WORK,
ls ORGANIZED L-H CLUBS.

Our plan of work calls for eight organised jJolnt olube,

Eight cluba were organised and completed thelir years work,
Our records show that seventy-eight boys wers enrolled and
sixty-six turned in complete records. Thess boys carried
the following projects:




CORN GROWING

SWINE PATTENING
HANDICRAFT

PEANUT GROWING
BABY BEEF FATTENING
POULTRY

WILD LIFE

Of the sixty-six boys forty-four were in the work for
the firet year; nineteen the second year, and fifteen the

third year. 3even boys sttended the L~H short course at

State College in July, A judging team of three boys com=

poted at the Fat Stock Show in Rodky Mount, North Carolina

in March, One Judging team of three boys competed im the

Livestock judging contest at the State Falr in October;

one Judging teanm of three boys competed in the seed judging
oontest at the State Palr in October; fiftesn boys attended

the k-l group camp at Indian Springs during August,

4y W-H COUNCIL,

A county L= group council was organized, This comell

oonsisted of four members from each of the groups in the county:

two boys and two girls from eagh group, This cowseil met four




1.

times during the year to assist in planning the years work

of the various group activities,

3¢ bt CRMP.

The Assistant Home Agent, and Assistant County Agent
conducted & L-H club camp at Indian Springs at Hoffman,
North Carolina during August. This camp was attended by
thirty-one mesbers, fifteen of which were boys. In ade
dition to regular group activities the group visited the
North Carolina Pish Hatchery and game reservation at
Hoffman,

ke LeH ACHIEVEMENT DAY,

The county 4~H achievement day was held on Saturday,
November 16th at Ringwood School, Presentation of county
awards was made by Miss Mattie Anderson, county i-H adult
leader. Each club member receiving an award was asked to
give a brief description of his project for the ysar,
After lunch a meeting of the county council was held and

officers were elected for the following year.

FORESTRY.




1, TIMBER THINNING,

Our plan of work ealls for Pive tisber thinning
demonstrations, Two old demonstrations were conducted

through the year, but no new ones wers sparted, Ree

sults were not secured from the two that were running.
2, SELECTIVE CUTTING,

Our plan of work calls for four demonstrations. Ko

work was done on this project,

3, PLANTING PINES,

Our plan of work calls for four desonstrations. Two
demonatrations were started and two completed, These
farmers were assisted in ordering twelve thousand trees,
Due to extremely dry weather during June and July several
trees died, and that project will Lo be replanted this
winter, Fire bumed over & part of one demonstration which

was completely destroyed, and that portien will have to be

reset, Our farmers have not besn as interested in forestry

work as they should,

(4
Js  HORTICULTURE,




1. PORTO RICO POTATORES,

Ouwr plan of work calls for two demonstrations. lNo
work was done on this project,

2, POTATO STORAGE,

Our plan of work calls for two demonstrations.

work was done on this project,

3. HOME GARDENS,

Our plan of work calls for two demonstrations. No
work was done on this project directly, but as the AAA
farm program included a family garden as a soil bullding
practice considerable publicity was given to home gardens
and there was a noticable increase in the number of home
gardens im 1940,

PLANT PATHOLOGY.

1, CEREAL SEED TREATMENT,

Our plan of work calls for five demonstrations, Four
were started and three were compldted, Two of these dem-

onstrations were for treatment of seed with Ceresan for

control of smut, one with oats and one with barley. No




check plots were kept, but the farmers report excelleat
mpnugl\qo—.d—p.

2, PEANUT DUSTING.

Our plan of work calls for two demonstrations, Two
were started and two were completed with the exception

that no records were secured for one project, On one
project two acres of peanuts were dusted with sulphur
dust, with four applications at the rate of twenty-five
pounds per acre, Before harvest a leaf count was made,
which showed that sixty-three per cent of the leaves had
shedded off the plants on the check plot, and enly 33 per
cent were shedded on the dusted plot, Results of the
peanuts harvested from each plot have not been secured as
the peanuts have not been thrashed to date. One other
farmer dusted his entire crop of eight acres with three ap-
plications at the rate of twenty-five pounds per application,

No check plot was left, but the farmer reported that his

peanuts were much above the average for the neighboring famms,

and that he expected to dust his crop again next year, as he
considered the increased quality of hay sufficient to justify

dusting. Peanut dusting is not done generally in the ocounty




due to the lack of dusting machinery.

" 1o BROILER PRODUCTION.

Our plan of work calls for ten broiler demonstrations.
Two were started and two completed, but no records were se-
cured on these projects, These farmers were assisted in
purchasing good quality chicks, and assisted in sanitation

and feeding, The chicks were sold locally and consumed at
home ,

2. DEMONSTRATION FLOCK RECORDS.

Our plan of work calls for three demonstrations. No

work was done om this project,

3+ FARM FLOCK MANAGEMENT,

Our plan of work calls for ten demonstrations. One

demonstration was started and completed without records.
In this demonstration the County Agent assisted the farmer

in purchasing his foundation stock, composed of six hundred




mw«nwm.u-um-dwm. The
farmer was assisted in feeding, brooding, culling and in
general management of the flock, ALl pullets were kept
and put into laying houses, The farmer was assisted in
building four laying houses, which served as brooder
houses, and were later converted into laying houses. This
flock was culled and tested for pollorus, and the eggs con~
tracted to a hatchery, This farm started selling eggs to
a hatchery in Decesber, and is well pleased with the results
so far,

There is a great need for more poultry work in the

county, and we hope to get more of this work done in 1941.

1, THRIFTY PIGS,

Qur plan of work calls for ten demonstrations, Five

were started and four completed. This is one of the hardest
projects to get our farmers to work with, although it is

one of the most badly needed, Two demonstrations were con=
ducted complete in every detail, and both farmers report ex=

cellent results, Pork production is one of the major money




crops in the county, amd there is & tremendous need for
swine sanitation woriy...We are hoping, from results’ se=
cured this year whioch hawe been observed by adjoining

farmera, to expand this work, As soon as our farsers see

the ease with whioh sanitation can be precticed, the work

will inerease greatly. We hope to get records on next

yoars work that will glwe us fucts and figures to carry %o

other farmers,

s

2, FERmo,

Our plan of work ealls for ten demonstrations. Fiftesn

were started and twelve were completed without records, Our

farmars have fed hoge for so many years that it is almost Lme

possible to get them to keep records of starting welights, feed

conswsed and finlshing welghta, It is a general practice in

the county to use self-fesders with fish meal and cotton seed

moal supplement along with minerals, Our hogs are marketed

with trucks direct to Richmond, Virginia and Rooky Mount,

North Carolina. The low price of hogs this year has diseouraged

our farmers in pork production for market, We have urged more

brood sows for Uhis year so our farmers will be ready to take

advantage of the inorease in hog prices sxpected shortly. Owr




farmers have taken our advice in this matter, and there

u-mmormmummnhu fall,

3« BUTCHERING.

Our plan of work calls for two demonstrations. No

work was done on this project.

FISHING CREEK SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT.

In 1938 the County Agent with the assistance of the
United States Soil Conservation Service organised the Little
Fishing Creek Soil Conservation District with headquarters
in Littleton: This district was organised to serve a part
of Halifax County, and a part of Warremn Cownty. In 1939 is
was enlarged to serve all of both cq}iu. An or@ninttm
of five workers, and A.COC camp is located in Littleton to
serve this district, The County Agent and the Assistant
County Agent n/r:w in an advisory capacity, and also assist
in preparing farm plans for farmers cooperating with the
district. On December lst, the Soil Conservation District
reports that they are assisting one hundred ninety-six farmers
in Halifax County. These farmers are being assisted primarily

in erosion control, land utilisation, and better farm management,




1mmmu¢ommu-s—t.uumn

putvn-umnunu-w. We hope to help them
more in 1941

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS.

Our extension prograa for 1540 did not recelve as much
time as we would like w'hnn given it, due to the necessity
of working AAA Parm Program, We feal that we really acoomplished
more than in any year during the past five years. The county
wide cotton improvement and boll weevil control campaign ,
which was conducted this year, brought out some of the best oco-
operation we have ever received in the county, Bankers,
Merchants, newspapers, civie ¢ lubs and farmers all cooperate
od with the County Agents in putting on this program. The re=
sults of this campaign were far greater than we have ever
hoped to get. The cooperation was worth as much as the actual
results from the campaigne.

The inerease in small grain, legume orops, and livestoek
was very noticable in 1940, This shows a change in our fare-
ing systea brought about by the AAA program and extension work,

4
which makes our farmers more independent of cotton, peanuts

and tobagco production, While larger farmers began this shift

|




several years ago, there is a definite increase in

the nusber of small farmers that are shifting more

to small grain, legumes and livestock im 1940, and

AL the same time are growing all the acreage of

colton, peanuts and tobasco permitied under the con-

servation program,




