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During the year ending December first, 1939, the County Agemt
spent two hundred forty daye in field work and sixty-six days in
office work, Twelve thousand eight hundred twenty miles were traveled
to make four hundred fifty ome farm visits and attend seventy moetinge,

In the office four thoussnd three hundred five calls were received snd

three thousand one hundred sixty letters written in addition to preparing

forty-one oiroular letters of which nine thousend coples were mailed out.
Specialists assisted with work h the county twenty-seven days during the
year. A more detailed report of the work by projects follows:
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Days Demon= Farm 0ffice Farms
Agent's strations Visits Calls Influenced
Time Made Reocelived (ent,)
Corn 11
Wheat 5
Legwies 33
Potatoes 1
Cotton
Tobacco
Yard Besutifioation
Orchards
Vineyards
Forestry
Engineering
Poultry
Bees
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STATUS OF COTNTY KXTENSION ORGANTZATION

Agrioultursl Extension Work in Burke County is fostered by the
Board of County Commissioners oonsisting of five eleoted menbers
oooperating with North Carolina State College of Agriculture, Kxtension

Service, and the United States Department of Agriculture.

In developing the work loocal pecple have acted as looal leaders,
as demonstrators, and in addition heave influenced many of their neighbors
to eadopt better farm pmﬂoo*‘manod by the County Agent, Loocsl
peaple in differsnt seetions of the ecounty have been econsulted from time
%o time concerning the needs of their commmities thet might be resched

by Extension Workers ineluding the County Agent and Specialists from

State College.

The gemeral policy of the County Agent has been to develop and use

as demonstrations those projects in whioh the owners already displayed

anunusual -inberest, -An effort has been made to follow up demonstrations
{

started in previous years snd st the same time try to intersst more

people in better prsctices.
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CEREALS: Ihe largest sereage devoted to any ome fam crop
in Burke Cownty is devoted to corn, there being sbout fifteen thouseand
scres of corn grown in Burke Coumty in 19%9. The corn erop over most
of the county wes good to excellent with an average yield for the county
of sbout twenty-ome bushels. Some of the upland corn suffered from drought
which reduced the yield, but prasticelly all of the bottom land corn made
& bumper orop. Corn growers are rapidly adopting the polisy of growing
oorn in rotstiom following a legume orope The principal legumes used for

this purpose ers lespedsis, soyossns, and cowpens.

Two corn variety tests were conducted this year, one on upland and

one on bottom lsad. Tairteen of the leading varieties of corn were used

in these tests. The thres highest ylelding varieties on bottom land were
-
Cooke's Prolifie with 78,0 bushels per ssre, MeGimsey's Prolific with 75.7

bushels per sere, and Hcloombe's Prolific with 73.7 bushels per sore.

The three lessing es on upland were Wood's Hybrid Golden Prolific

with 33.7 bughels per acrs, Jarvis Prolifio with 30,7 bushels per sore,
and Wood's Hybrid Extrs Zarly Yellow Dent with 29.7 bushels per acre,

)
Averaging results for the two tests the three leading varieties are Cocke's

Prolific with Sh.l bushels per acre, Wood's Hybrid Golden Prolific with 51.9

bushels per sers, and ,:‘.eomb-"e Prolific with 49,9 bushels per acre,




VARIETIES

1

Cooke's Prolifie

Wood's Hybrid Golden Prolifie

 Reotor's Southern Beauty
; Looal, MeOimsey's Speoial

Holcombe's Prolific

Jarvis Prolifis

Weekloy's Improved

Wood's Hybrid Yellow Dent

Wood's Hybrid Extra Barly Yellow tent

Local

Wilkes County White

Wood's Hybrid White Dent

Blge' s Bwannsncs

Tadian Chief




PROGRAM (eufum)

 Wheat was harvested from mearly elght thsusesd seres in Burke
Comty this year and the sverage yield was sbowt tairtesn bushels
per aore, being a little better than an aversgs whest srop. Lespedera
was seeded on more than six thousand sores of this wheet land,

Farmers
regard lespedesa as the most valuable orop ever istrodused into the

county to be used in controlling erosion and it 1, ordinarily seoded on

small grain, of which wheat is the leading crop. Weest is an impertunt

orop in the county hot only because of its own wslus for grain but bessuse

it lends iteelf s0 well to a rotation in whish 1% is the nurse erop for

lespedesa which in turn is an owtstanding soil sunserving erop.

Obher cereals prodused in the county iscluds cats, rye, and barley
each of which demand some time from the County Assmt prineipally in the
form of office ocalls for informetion om varieties, sourne of noed,

fertilisation, and generel menagewent.

LEGUMES ¢ Of the meny legumes thet ces %s rrown in Burke County

lespedeony, 1N the Tew yedrs sings 1td Introdustion, has easily taken
first pleces Lespedeza lends itself %o many uses, the most outsteanding
of which are soil improvement, hay producticm, sasture, erosion control,
mdv seed production, esch of which is of considersble value and when

conbined their value to the sgriculture of the sounty is enormous. The




e of seeding has sged the expension of servage & d %o

siis erop a8 it is usually sesded on land prepared for and seeded to

+ mall grain orop further preparat and usually without
“wener fortilization, though lespeds:ia responds well to applicatioms
o Lime, seid phosphate, snd other plant food materiale. The principal
weristy grown st the present time within the county is Korean though

isse has been equally popular where tried and will doubtless come into

ceater uge as seed becoms more readily available, The peremnial variety,

fsricea, has been tried in many localities but the totsl soreage has

seained quite small, There is in Burke County sbout twelve thoussnd sores

# lsspedeza, about eight thousand seeded this yeer and sbout four thousand
weviously seeded, Of this soreage it is estimated that about nine

1sand acres is Korean mad about three thousand seres Kobe, with probably
ssaty-five scres of Sericeaand a few hundred acres of pasture seeded to

Lammon.

The growing of cowpess and soybesas has been stimulsted through the
&~iculturs]l Conservation Association to the point of seeding about four

wousand meres in corn for the purpose of improving the soil for the benefit

« succeeding orops. Some of this seeding is done by planting alternate

t=lls in the same row, some of it by planting alternate rows of corm snd

jess, and some of it by broadoasting the peas or beans or a mixture of the




two in the ocorn at the time of the last cultivation of corn which
serves the dual purpose of cultiveting the corn and covering the
peas and beans. Prior to the introduction of lespedess, cowpeas

and red clover were the principel soil improving orops used in the

oounty. Then soybeans were introduced and they vied with cowpeas

for honors. Then there followed a period of rapid decline in

popularity of red clover,

-
peas, and 8oy » While 1 \{‘ was

rapidly inoressing in popularity. Cowpeas and soybeans under stimulus

of the Agrioultural Conmservation Program are regaining some of their

lost popularity, while red clover has almost vanished from the county.

The total moresge of legumes has increased considersbly in recent years,

and the most of the imorease is in lesped peas, and soybeans

Other legwme orops grown in Burke County include alfalfa, sweet
eclover, red olover, alsike clover, crimson eclover, vetoh, Austrian winter
_peas, orotalaris, kudsu, and pesnuts, all of whioh are of seaondary

importance though possessing merit and value to the agricultyre of the

county. Pasture mixtures are gaining in popularity and nearly all seedings

for pasture contain lespedeza and White Duteh Clover of the legume family

in sddition to grasses. The prinoipal work with legumes has been the giving

of information and advice on liming, seeding, and utilizing the orop.




PROGRAM (CONTINUED)

POTATOES: mmumumam-uw
oo-tyu'ﬁnruyrorb.w-. The County Agent is
Gecassionally oalled upon for informetion on varieties, fertilizstien,

and ouring or saving the orops. Wnile some small smownts of potatoes

are sold within the sounty the bulk of the orop is consumed by the

family producting them, and in addition to the almost two thousand farmers

in the county who grow potatoes there are almost as many city dwellsrs

who grow potatoes, either Irish or swoet, or both,

COTTON: The cotton yleld per acre in Burke County this yeer is
thought to be the best since the introduction of cotton growing inte the

county. Weather conditions were favorable for cotton produwotiom tiroughe

out the planting, growing, and harvesting period. The fall was extranely
fevoreble being dry and warm which oaused all bolls to open. Improved

varisties, better fortilization, and better oultural practices accomt for

part of the increase, Five hundred and thirtyeeight farms in the scunty

received an-allotment of 1, 748.5 wores o be planted to cotton this year

wder the Agricultural Conservetion Progrems 0f this smount 1,006.3 sores

were actually planted and from them a preliminary sstimate places the

average yield of lint cotton harvested st 360 pounds per sore. Several

farmers have reported yiolds in excess of 500 pounds of lint per mers,




: PROGRAM (CONTINUED)

Three cotton variety tests were conducted during the year in
different sections of the county compering eleven of the mest highly
‘recommended varisties of cotton grown in this section. The highest
yield per mcre was obtained with Coker 100-Strain 3, making an average

yield of 1,540 pownds of seod cotton per sore. The sebond highest

yield was made with Stoneville ‘2-3. yielding 1,456 pounds of seed cotton

per sore. The third highest yield was made with Coker 100-Struin 2,

yielding 1,590 pownds of seed cotton per sore. For more complete report

of cotton variety tests see attached tebulated report,

Work with ootton under the Agriocultural Conservation Progrem made

heavy demands upon the County Agemt's time. Handling the Conservation

Program as it relates to cotton with the eonsequent dissemination of

informetion on ascresge allotments and ressons for allotments, the cheoking
of complimnce, and the execution of sppliostions for payment under this

Progren constituted a big undertaking, Then there was the Cotton Price

Adjustment Program, She Marketing Quots Progran, snd Cotton Refersndum,
all of which required much time and study.




POUNDS OF SEED COTTON PER ACHE
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PROGRAM (CONTINVED)

TOBACCOs Burley tobaceo was produced on six farms in Burke

County this ysar and flve cured was produoed on one farm. The Cownty
Agent was called on for advics on varisties, fertilization, and oultursl
practices. A referendum was condusted on marketing quotas for flue
oured and Burley produsers separstely. Checking compliance on tobaceo

farms in connection with the Agricultural Comservation Progrem was &

part of the work, Burke County is situsted on a dividing line between

the flue cured and Burley tobsoco producing sections and as a result the
eastern part of the county hae some interest in flue oured while the

western part of the county is interested in Burley tobacoo productiom.

FRUITS ANU VEGETABLES: 4ree fruits are planted on all farms in

the eounty for home use with sbout twenty-five farms producing fruit to
sell. One of the greatest needs of sgrioulture in the county at the

present time is better care of the home orcherd. While all farmers buy

and set some trees no farmers are giving their trees proper care. In
/

this line of work the County Agent is called upon for laformation om

varieties, pruning, spraying, grafting, fertilisation, tillage, and other
problems. All farmers mnd most town dwellers in Burke County plant &
garden to help supply the home table with fresh vezetables, Vegetebles
found in most gardons include besns of many varieties, beets, cabbage,
eorn, cucumbers, lettuoe, okrs, onions, pess, potetoss, tomstoes, and
turnips. In eddition, msparefus, carrots, kale, mustard, rhubarb, spinach,

and many other vegetablps are jrown to a ledser extent.

The vegetable diet




PROGRANM (CONTINUED)

of this seotion {s bullt arownd beans, comn, and potetoes. The
prineipal requests for assistence from gardeners are for recommendation

of adapted varieties, fertilisation, and advioe on insect and disease

eontrol measures,

FORESTRY: Fifty different farms in Burke County conduoted

timber stand improvement demonstrations by removing the oull trees
and saving the better trees on an aversge of three and a half sores
each for a total of one hundred seventy-five scres to qualify for
payment &t the rate of three dollars ver mere through the Agricultural
Congervation Assoointion this yesr., This is a prectice that every

farmer oan adopt where firewood is used as it is easy to improve the

timber stand while getting firewood for home use or market by the process

of seleotive cutting, seleoting the oull trees to cut for firewood snd

salecting the better trees to grow into timber. The better trees will

then grow more rapidly by resson of absence of competition from the

oull Srees.. Two demonstrations in planting a total of five sores of

White Pine omme through the sumer with an eighty per cent survival snd

tre expected to make & better growth next year than this. Last year's
plantings are also still being supervised. Interest is growing in

forestry mansgement and especially that phase of it where the cull trees

are removed while obtaining firewood whioh results in timber stead

improvement,




ENGINBERINGs In the field of engineering the priseipal work

aocomplished during the yeer in burke Cowsty wes done throush fumnishing

informstion and plans on broodsr housss, laying houses, silos, Lerm

remodelling, and soil erosien sontrol. Organisstion end pemeral suporvision
of the supervisors chesking compliance snd mapping seventeen hundred farma

in the Agricultural Congervetion Assceiction required sonsidersols time

and thought of the County Arest,

POULTRYs About sevesty thousssd hens are kept on farms in Burke

~ :
County with en annual orop of more tres one hundred thoussnd baby chioks

hatched and reared for howe congumptiovs, sarket, and replecement., Oné

hatchery in the county turned out some two hundred thou 3 high class

baby chicks this yesr, many of which went inh other counties. Leveloping

along with the hatchery has beon the ly flocks supplying

hatchery. These supply flocks ere pursbreds with proper cclor end type for

the breed, blood tested I'or Baslllary Wiite ALErrhves, wnd riptaly vulled—
for type and production and properly mated with sufficieat +d male

birds. Other factors in the poultry st

sstry that have grown spsce with

the hatohery and breeding flo hes a earlier hatching, better housing,

better feeding, and better parssite sud ease control, all wiich are

rtc;»!.nud as good poultry prastices,

ir ucoln-tln‘

fifteen hundred pullets on £ive s June and July ts them

ageinst outbresks of ohicker X (dur ho fall and winter he Couty

A(L.—n‘ with four leading poulirymen et ssded the World's Foultry Congress

in Cleveland, Ohio, in July.
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PROGRAN (O0WY1NVED)

BEES: Bees are found ox sbowt six humdred farms in the county
and are uspslly teo be found in clf fashioned box hives with a few in

still older fashioned seotions of szollow logs. The use of modern

moveble frame hives is practiced su about one hundred of these farms.
Every yeuar finds s few new bee kespers adopting modern hives and calling
on the Comty Azent for informeticn sad advice on hive: snd equipment,
transferrizg from old box hives ts movsble frame hives, swarm control,

disesse trestment, and requeening. The homey erop in Ewrke County this

yoor wes the shortest it has bees for the last fiftesm years, and

probebly mmesn longer.

DAIEY: Extension work ix dsirying includes preectices in better

breeding, Setter nousing, better feeding, better pastures, and exhibition.

One or mere head of cattle are kest om two thousand of %he farms in the

county. Iztroduction of purebrec sulls has improved the native stock of

cattle very suck during the past ten yesrse The Burke County Guernsey

Breeders Assceistion held their =inth ennual purebred cettle show in

Morganton Septemier 20, and 21, with sixty-five animsls sexhibited from

twenty=-four farms. A banquet meeting held in comnection with the show

and attended oy sbout eighty bresders and their friends constituted one

of the-mest irportent agriculturel meetings held in the county during the

year, Judring was done by Professor J. P. LaMaster, Heed of The Imiry

Pivision et Clemsen College, Sewta Carclina, while H. L. Bates, Southern

Field }eopn\n:uz&n of The Amerisan Guernsey Cattle Clwb, delivered the

principel leax\'cu st the banquet meeting. A few pursbred snimals are uid




BURKE COUNTY

Horth

of farms breeding improved deiry eattle by townships




PROGEAM (COWTT5UED)

esch your es & result of the show, The business men of Morgenton have
been very gemsrous in their support of the show donating merohandiee

premiums to tie value of sbout two hundred dollars as an enoouragement
to the breedsrs who are striving to breed and £row better dairy oattle

for themselves and their neighbors. The show was sttended by several

hundred interssted spectators. Seven boys and four girls have seleoted

a8 their projest in LeH work the growing of & purebred dairy gow. Bach
of these eleven L=H olub members had an exhibit at the County Show in

Morganton. All esttle in the Gounty slx months old and over wers tested
for Bang's <isense during the yesr snd all resctors slaughtered immediately.
Approximstely six thousand anirels were tested, of whioh nunber eight

reacted to tie test and were removed from the herds,

BEEY CarTiis Mre E. T, Bollinger, of Norganton, koute 1, s
developing & nard of beef cattle and added to his herd during the year

three high c.ess registered Herefords, one male and two femules, for
BFSOAINE pUricies.

SWIve:

Oocasional oalls ere received for informtion on disense

oontrol, parssite oontrol, feeding, breeding, and other swine mans gement
problems,




FARM MANATEMENT A simple record book inoluding receipts
and expenses inourred in connection With farming operatitns 1s being
kept by three farmers whose farms are designated as demonstrastion

farmss The use of triple superphosphate in conpection with the growing

of soil conserving erops is being demonstrated on these farms. Better

farming practices such &s rotetion of erops, terracing, better fertili

diversified farming, livestock produetion, fruit growing, gardening, and

home beautificetion are being encouraged slong wi

th simple rogord keepinge

MAREXTING $ome fifty beekeepers were assisted in obtaining

dosired bee supplies for improved hives. Pwenty farm women have been

sssisted and encouraged in the operstion of a owrd market for eoumtry:

produce where about two hundred oustomers come to buy products of the farm

such as poultry and dairy produgts, fruite and vegetables, canned and cocked

goods, end many other produots of the ferm and home. The market is opem

for a few hours in the fore-ncon on Weanssdays wnd Suturdaye and-the

average sales smount to sbout $125,00 a week. Frequeut onlls are received

for informetion and advice on buying and selling various farm proguots and

necessities suoh as livestook, especially breeding stock, improved seeds

of approved varieties and many other items,

(4




‘m (CoNTINUED)

AGRICULTURAL CONSEKVATION PROGRAM:  Paymants received in the
county in 1939 for participation in the 1938 Agricultural Conservetion
Progran asowsted to $26,174.li2 with 1,396 farms qualifying for payments,
Complisnce was checked on 1,772 farms out of 2,109 farms covered by

work sheets in 1939, Of this number it is estimated that more than 1,500
can qualify for some payment in 1939, Cotton price edjustment payments
anownting to approximately §4,695.92 have been obteined for 298 cotton
growers in the county om the 1938 erop. Marketing quotes have been
obtained for 350 ecotton growers for the 1939 orop and cerds delivered

to the producers. Referenda were conducted during the year for cotton

growers and once esch for Burley and flue cured tobaceo growers,.

Supervisors checking complisnce reported 11,350 acres of non-depleting
crops grown alone, 11,149 sores of non-depleting erops grown with or
following depleting erops in the county this yeer, making a totel of
22,499 aores of non-depleting or conserving orops grown on the 1,772 ferme
checked which is an average of about twelve sores of oonserving crops per
farm counting that grown alone and that grown in eombinstion with a
depleting crop. One thousand eight hundred fifty tons of lime were applied
in preparstion for soil improving ofops and in addition several tons of
basic slag and superphosphate were used. Fifty farmers thinned one hundred
seventy-five acres of nodnl;nd to qualify for two wuits to the sore for

timber stand improvement.




BURKE COUNTY

Horth

Farms participating in Agrioultursl Conservetion Program
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PROGRAN. (CONTINUED) -

The depleting noreage reported for farme cheoked was 12,280 sores

of sorm, 5,896 sores of wheat, 1,305 sores of oats, 1,026 sores of cottem,
snd 506 soree of other depleting orope.

Three hundred thirty-seven farms for which work sheets were prepared

were mot checked for compliance at the request of the operators.

SOIL CONSERVATION: The Soil Conservation Service emtered Burke

County during the year through & referendum submitted to land owners

on & proposal to enlurge the Catawba Soil Conservation Distriet to

inolude all of Burke County. The Cowty Agent and Committee of the

Agricultural Conservation Assooimtion took an metive pert in organising
and arranging  for the referendum. When the ballots were tsbulated the

results amounted to a landslide in favor of all of Burke County becoming

& part of the existing Soil Conservation District. A branch office

has been cpened in Morganton and two men slready assigned to work in
Burke Coumty.

OTEER AGENCIES: During the year occossional service has been

rendered through cooperstion with other agencies ineluding the Farm
Oredit Adninistration, Farm Seourity Administration, Soil Conservation,

Service, County Wolfare Department, and County Board of Health.




OUTLOOK AND RECOMUEY DATIONS

S0ILS: Continue to urge the use of lime, legumen, deep fall

plowing, bulenced fortilizer, rotation of crops, end terrecing.

FARY CiOPSs Farn crop work will receive the grester part of

its time through the Agricultursl Conservetion Program snd Farm

Managenent demonstretion farme. Some sdditionsl time should be allowed

in which to emphasize the importence of improved prastices in the

growing of farm orops.

o

HORT1CULTUNE: Timely informetion should be given through the

press and ctherwise on home gardens, home orcherds, snd to a lesser

extent commersial orcherds and gardens including swell fruits, greves,

and berries,

DATRY1N%s Some time should be given to timely information on

feeding, breesding, marketing, silo construction, berm construction, snd

other phases of dairy mensgement. The annual Guernsey Cattle Show should

be continued,

POULTRY¢ Cooperation in developing supply breeding flooks for the

local hatchery should be sontizued., Time should be sllowed for sdvice on

incubation, brooding, housing, feeding, parasite ocontrol, disease preventios,

oulling, senitetion, and other spproved prectices.




N

BEES: Continue to supervise demonstrations under way and allow
some time for calls for information and sdvice from begimners.

MARKETING The County Agent will be called upon to render
8 service to farm people in both buying and selling. " In selling ferm

produoe the Country Market Associrtion in Morganton should receive the

sssietence and encoursgement. of both the Farm and FHome Agent. The

¥utual Feed Store in Veldese may require some advice and assistence,

Time should be sliowed for other groups and individuals who are interested

in problems of selling farm commodities. Time should also be allowed ;or

problems of buying, espeoially determining sfurces of improved verieties

of seeds of crops epd vegetables, and livestock for breeding purposes.
ABRICULTUFAL CONSEERVATION P'r;f' AN The Agrioultural Conservation

Program has been s benefit to Burke County Agrioulture snd while it lasts

will continve to require much of the $bunty Agent's time for the proper’

dissemination of information and direction of its affeirs.




1. Bxtension Work in Burke Cownty began in 1912 with the
‘appointment of R, B. Moore as locel or county agent wder joint
sponsorship of The Farmers' Cooperative Demonstration Work for °
the Southern States, and m Board of Cownty Commissioners for
Burke County, E. 8. Millsaps was distriot agent in oharge supervising
the work which consisted prineipally of corn growing demonstrations.
The prineipal orops were corn snd wheat, The main farm problem
receiving the sttention of the agent was thet g¥ inorossing the per
aore yield of corn through improved cultural practices. Mr. Moore
sorved the scounty through 1912 end 1913 using a horse and buggy for

transportation, In 191l and 1915 the county was without the services

of an Extension Worker but in 1916 the work was reinsteted and E, L,

Perkins appointed county agent. Mr. Perkins served through 1916, 1917,

and part of 1918 during which time the world war was in progress, snd
in the summer of 1916 an wnprecedented rain caused all local streams

to rise to swh an extent that all crops and much property end livestosk

WIoNE ThETY SOUrSEE Wore destroyed.  Whille Wr. Perkins served the county

- farmers were begimning to think more of diversification, and the soybesn
wos introduced into the agriculture of the county by Mr, Perkins,

primarily for soil improvement. Mr. Perkins stetes (11-26-139) that the

principal cbjective of his temure of service was soil building by use

of green manure orops with special emphasis on soybesns, Many other

lines of work began to receive sume attention during this periods The

perjiod 1919 through 1922 Burke County was without the services of an

Extension Worker.




2. The Pirst Extension Work was slmost wholly. individuslistics

During that pe=iod the sgent sought farmers who would sgree to become
demonstrators = ¥%]low recormended prectices in the growing of an
#ore or more of sorn, During the intervening years the concept of the
work hes enlergsd, first to encoursge diversified ferming, and then to
render service iz all possible lines from emergencies srising out of
wer, pestilense, famine, or denression to breeding, selecting, end
proving newer ssi better strains of erops and livestock. It has beoome
indressingly mecsssery te seek the advice and counsel of locel people

who frequently rive of their time and knowledge in determining policiese

3¢ In tde tegimning the progrem of work for s cowty was determined
entirely by tis scunty sgent end his supervisorss Now cormittees of
loeal lesders mey request the work which in their judement will be most
beneficisl to tzeir county or camunity. Programs of work are then
determined efter careful stu verious specialiste promoting projects

adaptable to i arot.

lis Tessiirg methods in the beginning were confined to
demonstreticne, Present tesching methods have enlarged to include
ciréuler letters, individusl letters, newspaper articles, rnd.io talks,
growp mectings, <ltbs, ead individuel eonversetions, wnile still retaine
ing some of z-; s14 resslt demonstretions end edapting them to practically
all Parm entericises, end sdding method dewonstretions acapted to many
\-

farn enterprisss. Locel leaders freguently carry the teschings 6f

extension woriess to people beydnd the reech of the reguler éxtension
" workerss




Se Extension Work first brought to the people better tillage
prectices in corn growing, then e concept of improwing the land by

mduﬁlﬂldﬂ.wmﬂm‘woﬁ,umm:

it has been broadened to cover many and varied services in the field

of agrisulture, One recent exmmple relates to health, affecting both

livestock and people, Dang's disesse was sccused of impairing the

health and production of milk cows, and of being trenmitted through
milk to humans, in the towns snd in the country alike, Something —<
should be done sbout it. Representatives from both the ferm snd the
tom cese to the county agent to help organire s movement to eradicate
the disesse. As & result of the movement all cattle in the county
six mouths old and over have been tested for Bang's and all resctors
lll\lﬂltllt.d- The ssme procedure was followed some years agod with
tuberculosis, following which all oattle in the county were tested.
Anothér exsmple relstes to marketing country produce, Home owned
grocery stores had nearly all gone out of business end the trade taken
over by branch wnits of ohair stores whose mansgers did not buy locel
produce es their predecessors had done. Some of the farmer's wives

appealed to the lossl extension worker. By cooperstion a plan was

-

worked out for & curt market which is now in operation with about
twenty sellers snd more than s hundred ocustosers, Many other iwportent
problems bave found at least & pertieal solution throwgh the cooperative

offort the extension office has been able to effect.




6 () In the early days the agest wouls prevall upon & farmer
%o apply better oultural practices in the rrowisg of com. To this was
addod the growing and plowing wnder of soil builéing orops in rotetis
with som and preceding the corm. Thers followsd a peserel expansies
of the work to inelude rotstion of orops, weisg warious soil budlding
orops for any and all erops other than com,

(b) The World War ceme and with 1% tze slogan "Pood will wiz

the War", \ Patriotiom was appealed to anc the fermer responded wits

grester produotion of all steple food erops sdepted to his farme

addition to encouraging the farmer to produse msre food and fesd erove
the county agent was expeoted to teke pert in selling War Saving Stesps,
Liberty Bonds, Red Cross roll call, the percls of soldiers to farm, wad
many other emerpgency sctivities.

(o) The immediate post-war pericd fowmd Burke County w.
the services of an extensionworker. 5o sgent was employed from i3
wtil 1935

(d)  On the last day of Jenusry, 193, the present cownty sseat
arrived in Norganton, a stranger, to teks wy werk n; county agent tas
pext morninge Barly efforts were dirsstec Lomasas =il Club Work, eruard
development, poultry improvement, end eatiie lsgrovemont through bresting,

!

At this time radics had not entered the ferm hemes of Burke County.

Automobiles, trucks, and tractors were wery rere on farms. Rosds tecame

inpesseble with a short rainfall. Consclidsted schools were only & rwam,

A-’mh was & rare treat for the farmer's fasdly, and talking plotures
v

head not evey entered their imeginstion. Corn snd wheat were the primipal




crops sold and they were transported in wagons when the roads were dry.
There were no large floeks of poultry, mo large iscubators, no

dairies, and no conception of & milk inspeoction ordinance, Sweet milk
and ice oresm conswmption per cupite was very low. lsny improvements,
especially in the breediag, housing, snd feeding of poultry end livestoek,
were taking plase with the cooperstion of the cownty agent before the emd
of this period.

(o) The New Desl emtered Burke County through the cotton fields

of sbout a doten farmers in July, 1933, One fourth of their cotton was

plowed under by these coiton farmers as a token of faith in the leadership

of the New Deal. Burke Comnty farms are small subsistence enterprises

on the whole with very few producing cotton or other money orops snd,
therefore, the New Desl farm legisletion held very little to allure the

sverage farmer during those first years. But whem the Suprese Court

threw the first A. A. A, cut the window and Congress enscted a new A, A. A.
with emphasie on eoil buiiding prectices then Burke Cownsty farmers sew

its benefits to them. Frem 1933 through 1939 esch year has found mere

Burke County farmers perticipsting in the farm progres than the previous

yoar, The dozen who started in 1935 had grown te 1700 in 1939. And the

benef'its are considered muwch more far r

hing thexn the pay s to the
farm for complimnce, sizes production on a nationsl sesle is being

sdjusted and markets are so doubt influenced.theredy. But the triple A

is only one small part of the responsibility of Extension Work. All the

scoumulated assignments of past years remain at the doorstep of the

Extension Office.




7+ Extemsion work offers & grest challemge to men and women
s & 1ife profession. Until T begen doing extension work five memths
a0, 1 knew vory 1ittle about the worke Yot in this short time I have
mu-&uumm. There is certainly as great a
need in the extension servioe for men and women who have the interests
of the people with whem they work at heart, ss in any other field which

exists today. The problems of the farm people will be ever present and

ae & growp the people ere very appreciative of those who show a desire

to help them.

Notes Sections one through six were prepared by County Agent K. L. Sloan.

Seotion seven was prepared by the Home Agent, Mrs. Laure T. Russell.




