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INTRODUCTION

This has been a good year for producing feed and forage for all classes
of livestock. With the largest corn crop on record, high yields of small
grain, hay and silage and plenty of grazing from permanent pastures, live-
stock producers have been blessed with an abundance of feed. Prices for
livestock in general have been at a lsvel where the more efficient producers,
who had good quality animals, have realized a reasonable profit. It becomes
more evident each year that the quality of the livestock produced and the
time and method of marketing are important in determining the margin of pro-
fit in a livestock enterprise.

Animal Husbandry Extension Specialists have devoted more time in 1956
working with county agents and farmers on new and improved methods of mar-
keting livestock, grading demonstrations, field days, demonstrations on
culling and selecting replacements, performance testing, plans for live-
stock enterprises with farm and home development families, radio and tele~
vision programs, county L=H livestock work and for the first time a full
year of work on an Extension Meats Program.

BEEF GATTIE

Beef cattle numbers remained at approximately 350,000 head in the State
during 1956. Extension specialists placed major emphasis on improved quality
rather than an increzse in numbers. A large number of low quality, poor pro-
ducing cows have sold during the year and the most of these have been re-
placed with good quality heifers. Béth purebred and commercial producers
have been encouraged to puwrthase high quality breeding stock while prices
are favorable.

Cattle feeders who purchased calves or yearlings in the fall of 1955
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and offered these cattle for sale in March and April of 1956 were very
fortunate to realize a profit. Choice steers sold for as low as 18 cents
per pound in March and April of this year, and as high as 25 cents per
pound in July and August. This wide variation in price made the margin
of profit very narrow for the feeders who scld cattle early in the year.
Other feeders who used grain and grass to finish their cattle for a July
and August market did realize a good profit. The price of feeder cattle,
both yearlings and calves, compared favorably with those received in 1955.
The records show that 5,767 head of feeder calves and 2,§95 yearlings were
marketed through special sales in 1956, as compared to 4,892 calves and
1,720 yearlings sold through these sales in 1955.

SHEEP

Sheep numbers increased approximately 2,000 head this year and prices
received for lambs and wool were good compared to those of the past three
years. Sheep producers generally were well pleased with the cooperative
lamb and wool pools held throughout the State. The demand for good quality
purebred rams for use in commercial flocks was much stronger this year as
compared to 1955.

There is a definite need for more sheep on North Carclina farms and a
sheep promotion program to increase sheep numbers in the State will be given

first consideration by Extension Specialists in 1957.

HOGS

Major activities in Extension Swine work this year have been the pro-
motion of the meat type hog program, special feeder pig sales, grading demon~
strations, L~H Pig Club work and working with county agents on planning county
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programs to include breeding, feeding, management and marketing of hogs.

While hog prices have been at a relatively low level during most of the
year the hog-corn ratio in 1956 has provided 2 reascnable margin of profit
for efficient producers. Prices received for hogs in North Carolina have
been good or better than Chicage quotations throughout the year. Although
hog prices have recovered some since last spring, 1956 will be remembered
generally as a poor year for pork producers.

Tn 1956 North Carolina farmers produced the highest average yield of
corn per acre on record which means that there is plenty of feed and hogs
will be used to market a good part of the corn crop. Over §70,000,000 of
the farm income in 1956 was from the sale of hogs.

MEATS

Tn the Extension Meat Program this year demonstrations have been held
on beef cutting and usage and pork cutting, curing, usage and slaughtering.
Work with ham-pig projects, locker plants, packing plants, commercial ham
curing other than locker plants and work with special groups such as colleges
and state institutions has been included in the Extension Meats Program dur-
ing 1956.




h-

BEEY CATTIE
BEEF CATTLE PROJECTS

Beef cattle were responsible for the time of one and one-half specialist
during the year. This time was spent working with and through county workers
on demonstrations, tours, group meetings and making individual farm and home
plans. Cattle organizations were assisted in plamning and holding field days,
tours, educational meetings and in marketing of cattle. Time was spent work=-
ing with purebred cattle, cow and calf herds and with cattle feeders.

Purcbred cattle producers are going through a very trying period at the
present time with prices at rock bottom and demand for breeding stock scarce.
Adjustments are being made with some herds dispersed and others converted
into grade herds. A few people are going into purebred breeding and generally
speaking they are on a much sounder basis than those going in a few years ago.

For the cow and calf producer, thers was slight hope for improved prices
80 emphasis was on increased efficiency. Maximum utilization of field glean-
ings, cover crops and other forages was stressed throughout the year. Demon-
strations in preduction testing as a basis for culling inefficient producers
and selecting replacement stock were set up in & number of counties with both
grade and purebred herds. Controlled breeding continued to be a major problem,
but gradual improvements are being made. Marksting of feeder calves continued
to show progress.

The large feed crops made last year and this year created interest in
feeding cattle for market. The number of cattle on feed in the state increased
by over 200 per cent this year. This created demand for assistance in working
out feeding management and marketing problems. Fat cattle sales on a demon=—
stration basis proved that good cattle, properly presented will bring satis~
factory prices.
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PUREBRED BREED ASSOCIATIONS

About one-sixth of one persons time was spent with the state breed
associations projects this year. This is a bit more than usual, but was
necessary partly because the Hereford and Angus Associations both had to
replace their field representatives during the year. In addition, the re-
duced demand for breeding females made it necessary to reqork the sales
schedules.

The associations are assisted in making out their annual sales sche-
dule, in selecting animals for the sales, conducting educational tours and
field days and were furnished informative articles for news letters to their
membership.

The demand for bulls, both for use on commercial herds and as purebred
herd sires, was strong most of the year and this demand tended to offset the
slack demand for females. Eighteen different consignment sales were held by
the three major breeds this year. Results of these sales and the counties
consigning cattle to the sales are shown on the following pages.

In addition to consignment sales the state associations managed two
production and six dispersal sales. The most successful production sale
was (reene Pastures of Elizabethtown, North Carolina, where 102 head of
polled Herefords sold for an average of $460.00 each. The largest and most
successful dispersal sale was the dispersal of the ZZ Ranch Herefords at
Durham, North Carolina. Here the 202 lots sold for an average of $458.00

each.




BREED
Hereford
Hereford

Hereford
Hereford
Hereford
Hereford
Angus

Hereford

Hereford
Hereford
Hereford
Shorthorn

Hereford
Hereford

Angus

REVIEW OF SALES OF REGISTERED CATTLE ~ 1956

Sponsored by Breed Associations

DATE PLACE
12/8/55  Winston=-Salem
2/25/56  Statesville
2/28/56  Raleigh
3/10/56  Raleigh
3/15/56  Asheville
3/17/56  North Wilkesboro
3/2l/56  Roeky Mount
L/7/56 Greensboro
L4/28/56  Monroe
5/19/56  Asheville
8/18/56  Hendersonville
9/22/56  Concord
10/8/56  Durhanm
10/22/56 Raleigh
10/27/56  CGreensboro
10/31/56 Raleigh
11/7/56  Kinston
11/15/56 Rocky Mount
Totals - 1956
Totals = 1955
Totals = 195k
Totals = 1953

Totals - 1952

BULLS FEMALES TOTAL

20 36
1 Lk
30 0
g5 0
n 4o
g L1
10 L
6 L8
20 55
5 Lo
10 L3
b Lk

2 L5

8 2

L L9
10 27
12 4o

0w

230 675
275 96
275 983
326 832
197 570

56
55
30
55
51
50
Sk
5k
7%
L5
53
L8
L7
32
53
37
52

_s8

908
1221
1258

1158
767

AVE. PRICE
$ 227.00
388.00
296.00
350,00
246.00
132.00
225.00
518.00
170,00
286,00
326.00
182.00
168.00
222,00
320.00
417.00
2214..00
185.00
282,00
288.28
277.02
395.58
682.16
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FEEDER CALF SALES

At the annual meeting of the State Feeder Calf Sale Committee, ten
foedsr calf sales were scheduled for 1956. The rules and regulations govern-
ing all sales held in the state were discussed and approved. It was agreed
that the two salss held at West Jefferson in 1955 should be combined into one
sale since new facilities were available to handle a larger number of calves.

A total of 5,767 calves were marketed through the ten sales this year as
compared to L,892 calves sold in 1955. The average weight of 2ll calves mar-
keted was Li63 pounds, the highest on record. Prices were about the same as
the previous year and the average price per head was only sixty cents below
that of 1955. The Goldsboro Feeder Calf Sale made a lot of progress this
year and had the highest average price in the State of $19.72 per hundred=-
weight.

Well over 75 per cent of all feeder calves sold wers purchased by cattle
feeders in the State. Some calves were sold to buyers from Virginia, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Scuth Carolina, Tennessee and Maryland. There was very litile
difference in the price of good and choice steers, and most of the heifers
were purchased by feeders. With the spread in price between heifers and
steers being fram four to five cents per pound, more cattle feeders in North
Carclina were interested in feeding heifers this year.

Two sale managers, a representative of Wachovia Bank and Trust Company
and a representative from the North Carolina Department of Agriculture made
a trip to Ohio in late August to visit cattle feeders and interest them in
attending North Carolina Feeder Calf Sales.

A detailed sumary of the sales, their location, counties consigning
calves and counties buying calves will be found on the following pages:
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N. C. FEEDER CALF SALES

Summary - 1956

AVERAGE  AVERAGE PER CENT
NUMBER AVERAGE TOTAL FPRICE  PRICE FANCY, CHOICE & GOOD

PLACE OF SALE SOLD WEIGHT RECEIVED PER OWT. PER HEAD 1956 1955

#Msheville  L77 Lso  $37,252.22 $ 17.81 $ 80.17 77 (88)
Boone 283 L51 22,0419.69  17.55 79.22 oL (79)
xGreensboro  LL6 158 37,731.01  18.45 8L.60 77 (79)
xGoldsboro 252 L50 22,376.77  19.72 88.79 86 (50)
Hillsboro 358 500 32,519.13  18.17  90.83 82 (78)
xlaurel Hill U436 LL6 35,875.03  18.43 82.28 79 (80)
Rocky Mount 769 L9s 74,010.19  19.LL  96.2) 88 (74)
*Shelby 257 LL8 18,832.63  16.83 75.L3 66 (75)
xStatesville 1528 L69  136,940.63  19.11 89.62 60 (62)
W. Jefferson 961 L37 74,059.12  17.97 78.56 83 (92)
xTOTAL 1956 5767 L63  L92,016.h2  18.58 85.99 76.3
xTOTAL 1955 h8?2 456 422,528.48 18.95 86.50 76.5

TOTAL 195,  L669 LsL  360,123.25  16.97 77.13 80.1

TOTAL 1953 3716 Lis  282,776.54  17.10 76.10 bk

TOTAL 1952  33L3 L39  L407,81L.46  27.87 122.30 71,2

TOTAL 1951 1806 LLs 296,590.70 36.88 16l.23 86.5

TOTAL 1950 1232 L37  177,910.53  33.33 1L.00 52.8

* "Other" not included in averages.

x Calculated from averages.




FEEDER CALF SAL:S

North Carolina - 1956

AVERAGE AVERAGE

AVERAGE PRICE

10.

DIFFZRENCE IN

GRADE NUMBEK YEIGHT PRICE CWT  PER HEAD PRICE PER HEAD
STEERS  Fancy 61 sLé $ 23.62 $ 129.00
Choice 1010 51L 20.70 106.41 - 22.59
Good 1663 Lé6 20,11 93.76 - 12.65
ledium 707 L36 18.41 80.19 ~ 13.57
ALL STEERS 34kl L75 20,05 95.31
HEIFERS  Fancy 29 502 19.31 97.03
Choice 516 L79 17.24 82.61 - 1h.42
Good 1119 L37 16,11 70.39 ~ 12.22
Vedium 531 416 1.67 61.08 - 9.31
ALL HEIFERS 2195 LL3 16.12 71.36
OTHZR MIXED 131 365 15.66 57.13
TOTAL
NORTH CAROLINA 5767 L63+ 18.58%* 85.99%

% Does not include "Other".
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YEARLING STEER SALES

In the twe yearling steer sales held at Asheville and West Jefferson,
2,395 head of yearling feeder cattle were sold as compared to 1,720 head
marketed in these same sales held in 1955. The cattle in these sales were
sold to buyers from Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, Ohio, Georgia, Tennessee
and North Carolina. All cattle were offered for sale in uniform lots accord-
ing to their breed, weight and grade. Prior to the first special sale for
marketing yearling feeders in 1954, all of these cattle were sold off-the-
farm, through local livestock auctions or shipped to terminal markets.

It was generally agreed that yearling cattle sold through special steer
sales averaged from one to one and cne-half cents per pound more than the
same quality cattle marketed through other cahmnels. At one cent per pound
the two yearling sales held this year were worth $17,041.95 to beef cattle
growers. This does not include the indirect influence that these special
sales have on prices received for cattle sold off-the-farm.

A summary of the yearling sales held this year follows:

PLAGE OF AVE.  TOTAL AVE. TOTAL AVE.
SALE NUMBER  WEIGHT  WEIGHT PRICE PRICE PER HEAD
Asheville 1,803 699 1,260,735  $16.73  $210,910.87 ¢ 116.98

W. Jefferson 592 732 Lk3,460 18.06 78,263.37 132.20

TOTALS 2,395 712 1,704,195  $16.97  $289,17h.2k  § 120.74

The 301 choice grade steers in these sales averaged 803 pounds and sold
for §18.48, as compared te 1,291 good grade steers that weighed 723 pounds and
averaged $17.18 per hundredweight. Because of the difference in weight and
grade, choice steers averaged $148.49 per head as compared to §124.21 for steers
grading good. Medium grade steers averaged 656 pounds and brought $15.81 for an
average of $103.56 per head.




SPECIAL FAT CATTLE SALES

One of the main obstacles in getting more of our grain marketed through
cattle has been the lack of suitable local markets for finished cattle.
Special sales where the cattle were graded and sold in pen lots according
to weight, sex and grade had been tried on an experimental basis for the
past three years. Results were satisfactory enough to encourage us to try
a series of sales this year for the first time.

Roughly one-sixth of one specialist's time was devoted to this project
and this was spent in helping the sales committee plan the location, date and
regulations of the sale; in holding educational meetings in the counties where
the bulk of the cattle were being fed, and in making individual farm visits to
iron out feeding or management problems. This office also cooperated with
our State Department of Agriculture and our own marketing specialist in ad-
vertising the sales, grading the cattle and conducting the sales.

Eleven sales were scheduled and nine actually held. Two of the sales
were strictly for slaughter cattle, one was for stockers only and the re-
maining six both slaughter and stocker cattle were offered.

The sales proved that if we assemble good quality cattle in sufficient
volume we could attract buyers from the major packers and command prices that
are on par with other markets throughout the country. For example, our first
sale of slaughter cattle attracted seventeen buyers from seven states and a
later sale of both slaughter and stocker cattle had thirty-three buyers from
six states. Cenerally speaking, our higher quality steers tended to bring
slightly less than the Chicago market quotations for the same day while our
heifers and lower quality steers tended to average slightly higher than
Chicago. Prices on our stocker cattle were about the same as Baltimore

quotations less the expenses necessary to get them to Baltimore. A summary




5.

of the sales and a comparison with market quotations of the same day will be
found on the following pages.
Plans have already been made to repeat these demonstrational sales next

year.
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SUMMARY FAT CATTLE

GRADE SEX NUMBER AVE. WI.  AVE. PRICE CHICAGO QUOTATIONS
- Statesville - February 2, 1956
Choice Steers 66 898 $ 19.41 18.50 - 21.00
Choice Heifers L3 901 17.69 17.00 = 19.25
Good Steers 22} 91l 17.36 15.50 - 18.50
Good Heifers 64 8u8 16.21 15.00 - 17.00
Com'l Steers 251 873 16.97 12.00 - 14.50
Com'l Heifers 5 761 14.58 11.00 = 14.50
Rocky Mount - March 8, 1956
Choice Steers 108 1024 17.49 18.00 ~ 20.75
Choice Heifers 1 780 17.30 16.00 = 18.00
Good Steers 3L 982 16.43 16.00 = 18.00
Good Heifers 15 750 16.59 15.50 - 16.00
Com'1 Steers k1 1032 15.51 12.75 - 15.25
Com'l Heifers 1 740 16.75 11.50 - 15.50
Shelby - March 1L, 1956
Choice Steers 91 1173 18.92 18.50 - 21.00
Good Steers 130 877 18.52 16.50 - 18.00
Good Heifers 18 727 16.93 16.00 = 17.75
Com'l Steers 109 725 160k 14.00 - 16.25
Com'l Heifers 21 599 15.96 12,00 - 15.75
Hillsboro - March 22, 1956
Choice Steers 8 870 18.06 18.00 = 20.00
Good Steers 29 800 17.30 16.50 ~ 18.00
Good Heifers 6 760 16.90  15.50 = 18.00
Com'1 Steers 30 830 16.50 15.25 = 16.00

Com'l Heifers 1 680 15.75 12.00 = 15.25
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GRADE SEX NUMBER AVE, WT. AVE., PRICE CHICAGO QUOTATIONS

Greensboro - April 7, 1956

Choice Steers - - $ 19.70 19.50 = 21.00
Choice Heifers - - 17.75 18.50 - 20.00
Good Steers - - 17.85 17.00 - 19.25
Good Heifers - - 16.60 16.25 - 18.25
Com'1 Steers - - 16.10 13.00 - 16.00

Wilson - April 17, 1956

Choice Steers 51 998 18.59 19.00 - 20.50
Choice Heifers 10 770 18.00 18.00 = 19.50
Good Steers 1 859 17.23 16.75 - 18.50
Good Heifers 56 716 16.95 16425 = 19.00
Com'l Steers 35 870 15.93 15.00 = 16.50
Com'1 Heifers 39 687 15.37 13.00 = 16.00
Shelby - April 26, 1956
Choice Steers 132 1010 19.35 18.75 = 20.75
Choice Heifers 9 725 19.30 18.50 - 20.00
Good Steers 127 885 19.00 17.00 = 19.20
Good Heifers 18 716 17.00 16.25 - 18.25
Com'1 Steers 119 720 16.75 13.50 = 16.25
Com'l Heifers 18 650 16.75 13.50 = 16.00

Rocky Mount = June 21, 1956

Choice Steers 7 929 20.86 19.25 = 21.00
Good Steers 9 922 18.99 17.50 = 19.50
Good Heifers 1 695 18.30 17.00 = 19.50
Com'l Steers 32 868 17.92 16.00 = 17.50
~Com'l Heifers 7 697 17.28 13.00 = 14.50




GRADE SEX
Choice Steers
Good Steers
Good Heifers
lMedium Steers
Medium Heifers
Choice Steers
Good Steers
Good Heifers
Medium Steers
Medium Heifers
Good Steers
Good Heifers
Medium Steers
Medium Heifers
Choice Steers
Choice Heifers
Good Steers
Good Heifers
Good Steers
Good=Choice Steers
Good~Choice Heifers
Choice Steers
Good Steers
Good Heifers
Medium Steers
Vedium Heifers
Sne ud, 58|

FEvw, -’]u.ﬂg - 171{-{
ot s He- 99.58

-

SUMMARY SALE OF STOCKERS

18.

NUMBER AVE, WI.  AVE. FRICE BALTINORE QUOTATIONS
- Rocky Mount - March 8, 1956
1 870 37° 17,00 s47-9° 19.00
72 678 #4216 16,91 2/.1916.50 = 19.00
25 580 /4,322 1), 97; /70,65 Not Juoted
25 56l /4,77°  16.572,336.37 1650
20 k93 9 ('f:,‘",. 1. 71'_:@:9__‘/.’/ Not Quoted
83,7 1436017
~ Shelby - March 1k, 1956
13 587 742/ 18,681, 4%-#7 Not Quoted
62 569 35,274 18,00¢,252.24 18,25
9 L66 1,7+ 1.22 594-27 Not Quoted
61 517 31,837 2 16.00
12 b2y ¢ 144 .77 Not Quoted
53,783 o051
-~ Hillsboro - idarch 22, 1956
32 625 20,42 *  18,703740.¢218,50 = 19,25
15 308 4, L2o 16.77 994.77  Not Quoted
15 675 s0,/2< 16. 20/,4?3]1(: 17.00 - 18.00
20 520 yo,4/0¢  WbQ1#77.C°— Not Quoted
- Greensboro - April 7, 1956
= - 19.10 18.00 - 21,00
- - 15.75 Not Quoted
= - 18.90 17.00 ~ 20.00
- - 15.00 Not Quoted
- Wilson - April 17, 1956
35 €46 7 6/0  17.173352./4 18,00 - 20.00
- Shelby - April 26, 1956
153 570 87, ke 18, 001,677-8217 00 - 19.50
21 LL6 - 14.00/,2//.3¥13.00 ~ 15,00
Gl 3 r/( 17,0090
- Monroe - May 2, 1956
L 73k 2,92¢ 18.96 5“7 20,00
31 663 20,553 18, 523 g06. ‘”18 00 - 19.50
1 657 4,178 16.271,496.< Not Quoted
62 635 39,370 17.506,8%9. L 15,00 - 17.00
9 511 4,597 16.07 737.0C  Not Quoted
aqi AL 13,488 41

1,721 7 o, 801.90

be. %
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BABY BEEF PROJECTS

Baby beef projects continued to be the number one club livestock pro=-
Ject in North Carolina and the interest on the part of the agents and club
members remained high. Sixty-three different counties exhibited 878 calves
in 27 shows. The 27 shows varied in size from 5 in Columbia to 111 in Durham.

The quality of the calves exhibited in the shows continued to be good
with 87.5 per cent of the calves grading in the top three grades. This re-
presents a 3.5 per cent increase over 1955.

The sales were well supported by local business men and meat packers
over the state as reflected by the average price of $26.02 paid per hundred=-
weight on all calves sold. This represents a favorable support price when
compared with average market prices during the F#ilié of the sales.







SUMMARY OF BABY BEEF SHOWS AND SALES - 1956

2l.

Place of No. No. Av. Per No.# |No.#t | No.##+t |No. Cos.
Show & Sale | Sold| Pounds Amount . in in in Partici-
Grades| Grade | Grades pating
1&2| 3 L&s
Mar.
29 Wilson 22 | 19,555 |$ 6,086.17 | $31.12 12 8 2 ;1
Apr.
3 New Bern 10 8,520 2,512.76 | 28.17 2 7 1 3
Apr.
N Rocky Mt. 67 | 59,655 | 17,k25.39 | 29.21 31 25 11 b
Apr.
6 Williamston | 16 | 13,959 3,789.82 | 27.1 by 9 3 1
Apr.
9 Goldsboro | 32 | 2L,7hO 6,287.02 | 25.41 11 U 7 1
Apr.
10-11| Fayettevilld 20 | 17,3L5 5,u48.20 | 31.k1 9 9 2 1
Apr.
11-12| Kinston 56 | 50,242 | 12,821.56 | 25.52 29 23 b 6
Apr.
18-19| Wilmington | 24 | 21,305 L,745.84 | 22.28 16 8 0 7
Apr.
19 Windsor 16 | 13,535 3,381.06 | 2L.98 6 5 5 1
Epr. ,
2 Washington | 31 | 25,971 6,897.41 | 26.56 15 15 1 1
Apr.
25 Edenton 9 7,331 1,930.83 | 26.3L4 2 3 b - |
Apr. i
26 Ahoskie 20 | 17,635 5,0uk.75 | 28.60 10 7 3 1
Apr.
26 Durham M | 96,525 | 23,859.82 | 2h.72 39 6l 8 6
Apr.
%g Dunn 7 6,280 2,102.18 33.47 3 N 0 2
y
2 Raleigh 26 | 24,001 5,381.86 | 22.42 15 11 0 1
May
%y Jackson 16 | 12,580 3,154.17 | 25.07 11 b 1 1
%. Columbia 5 5,195 1,119.28 | 21.55 3 2 0 1
y
;‘ﬁ Statesville| 51 | L2,040 8,899.83 | 21.17 22 19 10 2
iy
10 sanford 9 7,355 1,820.00 | 2L4.75 3 5 1 1
May Elizabsth
% City LO | 35,590 9,669.70 | 27.17 27 10 3 3
y
17 Salisbury | 17 14,430 3,658.10 | 25.35 9 N N 1
May
3& Concord 18 | 17,296 L,104.93 | 23.73 12 b 2 1
e
12 Richmond Co} 12 9,872 2,443.19 2L.7h L 2 1
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SUMMARY OF BABY BEEF SHOWS AND SALES - 1956 - CONTINUED

Place of No. | No. Av. Per | No.* |[No.®t| No.##t | No. Cose |
Show & Sale| Sold| Pounds Amount, Cuwt. in in In Partici-
Grades|Grade | Grades pating
1&2 |3 Les
June
1.3 Greensboro | 52 | U47,165|$ 12,195.86 | $25.86 25 13 U
UZe
3‘2’{ High Point | L7 | 13,65 10,898.55 | 2L.97 35 1 2
% Elkin 37 35,950 8,615.41 23.96 15 16 6 3
6=7 | asheviile | 107 | 10k,780| 29,kks.27 | 28.30 | 6 28 | 10
27 Sales - TOTALS | 878 | 782,902 203,738.86 | 26.02 L35  [33k i 110 67

#* UsSe Prime & Choice

i
i

UsSe Good
U.8. Standard or lower
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FINANCIAL RECORD OF L=H BABY BEEF STEERS

In 1956 the steer feeding project contimued to be the favorite among
the club members interested in livestock work. The steers for this year's
grojects cost the elub member on the average of $20.80 per hundredweight
which is in line with the average feeder calves of the comparable grade.

On basis of the financial reports received from the countles, an average
profit of §31.48 per head was reported which is lower than in previous years.
More records showed a loss this year than was reported last year. This can
be explained by the wide range in feed costs.

The 878 steers sold in the 27 sales for a total of $203,738.86 for an
average of $26.02 per hundredweight.

A sumary of 279 records from 19 counties shows the following:

Total profit on 183 head $ 11,042.47
Total loss on 88 head 2,510.09
Net profit on 271 head 8,532.38

Total premium (not included above) 1,946.81




BEEF CATTLE CONFERENCE

The fifth Annual Beef Cattle Conference was held on the State College
campus December 21 and 22, 1955. Members of this Deparment were active in
planning for the Conference, in advertising it among the livestock farms and
appeared on the program during the Conference. Attendance this year was up
to one hundred sixty-six farmers for the Conference, but at least another
hundred attended parts of the program. The farmers were fairly well distri-
buted over the state as is indicated by the map on the following page.

(ne of the most popular discussions on the program was on production
testing of commercial cattle by C. H. Codding, dr., of Foraker, Oklahoma.

In his talk Mr. Codding stated that after two years of production testing
they discovered the one=third of their cows made two=thirds of the profit.
Several farmers expressed a desire to start testing their herds and during
the year twenty herds were assisted in this work by Extension and research

personnel.

NORTH CAROLINA CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION

During the Beef Cattle Conference the group present decided to organize
a State Cattlemen's Association. Officers were elected and committees ap-
pointed for the first year. Since that time the constitution and by-laws
have been worked out and 1,107 members joined the first year. This Associ-
ation will act as a sponsor for several of our beef cattle activities and
during the coming year they are planning to sponsor a state-wide beef pro-
motional campaign.




BEEF CATTLE CONFERENCE

£Z7 COUNTIES REPRESENTED AT
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BEEF CATTLE EXHIBITS AT STATE FAIR

Work with the beef cattle at the State Fair takes about one-twelfth of
one specialist's time during the year. This consists of plamning the classes
and premiums to be offered, changes in rules and regulations and time and date
of the different shows. During the week of the Fair a member of this office
served as superintendent of the beef exhibits.

The exhibit this year was the largest of any recent year with almost
three hundred head exhibited. Herefords had the largest show with seventeen
herds and one hundred £ifty animals on exhibit. In a show of this size we
were especially well pleased that three of the four champions were won by state
herds. Oreene Pastures of Elizabethtown had the Crand Champion bull, while
W. E. Graham of Cleveland exhibited both Champion Females.

In the Angus show nine farms exhibited sixty-five head. Out-of-state
herds were strong and walked away with three of the four purple ribbons.
Garoland Angus Farm of Tryon won the Grand Champion Bull to give us our only
local champione

Tn the Shorthorn breed we had five exhibitors and here all the champion=
ships went to out-of-state herds. The Brahman show is limited to herds in-
side of the state.




BEEF CATTIE FIELD DAYS =

The North Carolina Purebred Hereford Breeders Association held their
Annual Field Day at Roanoke River Ranch in Northampton County on September
1, 1956. Over LS50 purebred and commercial breeders attended this event which
was well organized by Mr. J. P. Harrell, Manager of Roanoke River Ranch and
lr. H. He Dickerson, Fieldman for the North Carclina Hereford Ereeders Asso-
ciation.

The program included a towr of the farm, judging and weigh guessing
contest, and talks by several men associated with breeding Hereford cattle.
At the annual meeting of the North Carolina Hereford Preeders Association,
following the Field Day program, Mr. We P. Morris, owner of Roanoke River
Ranch, Jackson, North Carolina, was elected President of the State Associ-
ation for 1957. Mr. V. J. Cowing, Raleigh, North Carolina, was elected
Vice~President and Mr. J. C. Eagles, Wilson, North Carolina, and Dr. A. P.
Cline, Canton, North Carolina, were elected to serve as Directors.

Over 250 people attended the Henderson County Beef Cattle Tour and
Field Day in August. On this Tour two Angus herds and two Hereford herds
were visited and each herd owner explained his cattle operation. The last
farm visited was Crail Farm, where lunch was served and four classes of cattle
used for a judging contest. Discussions on breeding, feeding, management and
marketing purebred and commercial cattle were a part of the well organized
program for this tour and field day.
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DEMONSTRATIONS

Extension specialists spent considerable time this year assisting
county agents with demonstrations designed to improve the production and
marketing of livestock. The demonstrations consisted of vaceinating, de-
horning and castrating, type demonstrations, grading livestock, parasite
control and f£itting and showing demonstrations for L~H Club members. Twenty-
nine different demonstrations were held in the counties with a total of 680
people attending. Some of these demongtrations were held in connection with
county livestock tours and field days.

There was considerable interest in hog grading demonstrations conducted
this year by Extension Specialists and representatives of the North Carolina
Department of Agriculture. Through these demonstrations more interest has
been stimulated in producing a meat type hog and marketing hogs at the pro-
per time.

In beef cattle a new type of demonstration was started this year in
three counties which we think is sound and practical for the improvement of
our herds throughout the state. A commercial herd of cattle was selected in
each county and after keeping the calves away from the cows for twelve hours
the calves were culled in each herd then allowed to find their mother. After
the calf had identified his mother, this cow and calf were culled from the
herd. Replacement heifers were selected at the same time and all other
calves were marketed through a feeder calf sale. This program of culling
cows on the basis of the kind of calves they produce will definately improve
the quality of the herd. A record will te kept on each demonstration to show
how much improvement can be realized from this method of culling and select-
ing replacements.
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PERFORMANCE TESTING OF BEEF CATTLE

The College personnel in cooperation with the Extension personnel have
carried out with cooperating beef cattle producers a performance testing
program this year. The program was offered to a large group of beef cattle
producers over the state, but only eleven producers were in position and
expressed a desire to join the program.

Requirements were set for the producers to meet before they could be
accepted:

a. All calves on any one farm must be handled alike from birth to

weaning.

be A restricted breeding program must be followed to insure calves of

wniform age.

Cc. Cows must be identified.

d. Calves must be identified with cows along with calving dates.

e. Facilities available to handle cows and calves for recording weights.

f. Farmers have adequate lsbor to assist tester.

Eleven farms joined the program and over 600 cows were entered along with
their age and calving date. To insure that accurate and wnbiased data was
obtained, College and Extension personnel assisted the cooperating farmers
two specific periods during the year.

1. A contact was made early to advise the farmer on record keeping,
identification and management practices to be followed during the year.

2. A second contact was made when the first calf reached an age of
182 days, to weigh all calves and place a feeder grade on them. Twenty-
eight days later a second weight was taken on all calves and again the
calves were graded. The third weight was taken twenty-eight days later
along with the feeder grade.




In most cases the three weights caught the calves within fourteen
days of 182 days of age. This enabled the weight to be adjusted to a
standard weight at 182 days. The records were then corrected for age of
dam and sex of calf.

In the eleven herds, both purebred and commercial herds were included.
The size of the herds ranged fram 19 cows to 184 cows records completed.

In the eleven herds a total of 581 cows records were completed.

Two additional herds were added to the program and on these farms only
one weighing and grading was used. The 182 day adjusted weights were figured
on a straight line regression for these herds. The two herds totaled L1
records which gives a total of 622 cows tested during 1956.

The records were analyzed and a numerical index was figured for each
cow and a copy of the records were returned to the farmer along with com~
ments and suggestions on management and culling of the herd.
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SHEEP
FARM FLOCK MANAGEMENT

The well managed farm flock of sheep was one of the most profitable
livestock enterprises in North Carolina this year. Prices for early spring
lambs were good, and with the incentive payment on wool, the gross return
from sheep was most attractive when compared to other msat animals. While
total sheep numbers increased around 2,000 head in 1956, there is a definite
need for more expansion in sheep numbers in the State.

Over 90 per cent of all the lambs and wool marketed were handled through
cooperative shimments. These cooperative lamb shipments and wool pools offer
the sheep producers a good market, where their products are sold on a quality
basis according to grade.

One of our larger sheep producers in the state, Mr. William J. Wolfe,
Route 6, Monroe, North Carolina, reported gross sales of $3,355.72 from a
flock of 100 ewes. This is an average gross return of $33.55 per ewe and ac-
cording to his farm flock records a net return of $25.05 per ewe. One of our
smaller producers is Mr. G. J. Ward, Route 2, lexington, North Carolina, who
reported gross sales of $480.3L from a flock of 13 ewes. His gross return
per ewe was §$36.92, with a net return of $28.32 for each ewe on his farm.

Since North Carolina is a State of small farms, the income on many of
these farms could be increased with the addition of a small, well managed
farm flock. It seems that owr greatest need at the present time is a good
sheep promotion program, and more time will be devoted to increasing sheep
numbers throughout the state in 1957. Many of our present beef cattle pro=-
ducers would find it profitable to cull some poor producing cows and replace
them with a flock of sheep.
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Farm flock records were received from twelve different counties in the
state this year, representing thirty-eight different farmers. The average
size flock reporting was thirty-one. A sumary of these records show that
the average lamb crop raised in these flocks was 11l per cent and that 9 per
cent of these lambs were kept for replacements or additions to the flock.
The average ewe sheared 6.9 pounds of wool and returned her owner a gross
of $2L.03 from the sale of lambs and weol. The estimated cost of keeping
a ewe for one year according to these records was $6.92, leaving a net re-
turn of $17.11 per ewe.

A summry of Farm Flock Records for the past ten years is shown below:

YEAR GROSS INCOME PER EWE
947 $ 22.90
1548 26461
1949 27.63
1950 30.71
1951 37.h1
1952 31.47
1953 24.75
195L 25.42
1955 23.18
1956 24.03
PUREBRED SHEEP

Purebred gheep breeders in the state found a good demand for rams from
commercial producers this year. OUne consignment of 4O purebred rams from
several different flocks was sold to commercial flock owners in Georgia.
late in the season there developed a shortage of good purebfed rams and
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fifteen rams were purchased from purebred flocks in Virginia. The prices for
purebred rams produced in the state ranged from $65.00 to $100,00 and all rams
sold averaged approximately $80.00 per head. Because of the prospect of ram
sales in Ceorgia, and the expected needs of sheep growers in the state, the
North Carolina Purebred Sheep Breeders Association did not conduct the or-
ganized ram sales in 1956.

Five of the leading purebred Suffolk breeders in the state have been under
quarantine this year and this has restricted the sale of breeding stock in
these flocks. Three new Dorset flocks and five new Hampshire flocks have been
established. Two of these new Dorset flocks are using polled rams developed
at North Carclina State College and released for the first time in 1956.

The North Carolina Purebred Sheep Breeders' Azqﬁchtim held their annual
meeting at the State Fair in October. The members present at this meeting
voted to request that the management of the North Carolina State Fair open
this Show to the world in 1957. Flans were also discussed for conducting
one or two ram sales in the state next year.

SUMMARY OF RAM PLACEMENTS

A good demand for purebred rams made it easy for registered flock owners
to find a ready sale, off-the-farm, for the rams they produced. HNo ram sales
were held by the North Carolina Purebred Sheep Ereceders' Association this year,
but all available rams were sold to commercial producers in North Carolina,
Georgia and South Carolina. The local demand for good purebred rams was the
best since 1953, and purebred breeders generally were well pleased with the

prices received for their rams.

A total of 186 purebred rams were purchased by flock owners in the state
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this year. If 20 per cent of all the purebred raus needed in the state were
replaced each year we would need L2l rams for replacements amually. This
means that a large mmber of our commercial producers are not using purebred
rams.

A summary of Purebred Ram Placements for the past ten years follows:

YEAR PLACEMENTS
1947 139
1948 135
1949 165
1950 210
1951 263
1952 2Lo
1953 228
195k 126
1955 165
1956 186

CRADING AND MARKETING OF LAMBS

The cooperative lamb marketing program in the state, which is super-
vised by the North Carolina Department of Agriculture, had another successful
year. A total of 12,243 lambs and old sheep were marketed through 3L organized
lamb pools.this year represents a slight decrease in number when compared with
1955. 'The quality of the lambs marketed was good with 80.l per cent grading
in the top three grades.




35.

A sumary of the marketing program for 1956 follows:

YEAR NO. OF LAMBS NO._POOL AVE. CHOICE PRICES
1954 12,815 21 23.63
1955 12,432 28 22.12
1956 12,243 3k 24.33
AVE. AVERAGE  AVE, PRICE ~ DIFFGRENCE IN
GRADE NUMBER WEIGHT PRICE/CWP PER HEAD PRICE PSR _HEAD
Choice Loé3 89.3 233 21.7h
Good 3130 77.7 21.17 16.16 -5.28
Nedium 2807 7342 16.62 12.16 “4.30
Comaon 1163 67.5 10.90 737 179
cull 708 She2 6477 3.67 =3.70
Sheep 372 122 L.88 5.97
AVERAGE WEIGHT PER HEAD 195k 1955 1956
Choice 87.46 86.63 89.3
Good 77.42 77.62 7.7
Yedium 72.35 69.82 73.2
Common 65.00 63.80 67.5
Ccull 53.00 52.95 She2




VING LAMB POOLS

Q
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AVERAGE PRICE PER HUNDREDWEIGHT 950 1955 1956
Choice $23.63 $22.12 $2h.33
Good 20.78 19.69 21.17

Medium 16.84 16.05 16.62
Common 11.88 10.96 10.50
Cull 8.03 7+00 6.77

The difference in weight and price by grade shows that it is essential
for the producer to follow a program to produce more good and choice lambs.
One choice lamb will, on the average, bring two times what a medium lamb
will and almost three times as much as a common lamb and a little over five
times as much as a cull lamb.

MARKETING OF WOOL

North Carolina continued to market its wool through two very successful
cooperative wool pools, as it has done for the last four years. The north~
west section of the state,cemprised of Avery, Ashe, Watauga and Alleghany
Counties, continued to operate the oldest cooperative wool market in North
Carolina.

The rest of the state showed progress in ite third year of marketing
wool through the State Wool Pools, operated by the North Carolina Department
of Agriculture, in cooperation with the Extension Service. The State Pool,
which has collection points at Washington, Durham, Salisbury and Asheville,
has grown from a total poundage of 67,000 pounds in 1953 to 115,328 pounds
in 1956. The total marketing charges to the producer has been reduced from
Li.1 cents per powd in 1953 to one cent per pound this year, which represents
a $L,815.17 saving for the producer for the marketing year of 1956.
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TYPE OF MARKETING PER CENT

MARKET YEAR CHARGES TOTAL POUNDS INCREASE
FCX 1953 ka1¢ per 1be 67,000 .-
Pool 195h 2.0¢ per 1lb. 70,651 5.y
Pool 1955 1.0¢ per lb. 107,041 51.5
Pool 1956 1.0¢ per 1b. 115,328 77

457 10 f pa 124 262
The top price for clear tied wool this year was $50.79 cwt. which was
slightly below a year ago, but was a very favorable price when compared with
the U. S. average as reported by the ASC. A definite increase in the quality
of the wool with 61.2 per cent of the wool grading in the clear grades.

YEAR PER_CENT CRADING CLEAR
1953 u6
1954 61
1955 sk
1956 61

In the mountain counties in the northwestern part of the state 87,339
pounds of wool was marketed through the pool at a price of 51¢ per pound
for clear tied wool. The quality of the wool sold annually through this
pool is excellent and this year was no exception as 81 per cent of the wool
sold was graded in the top grade.

The producers were well pleased with the grading and prices received
from the wool crop in the state this year.




L= MARKET LAMB SHOW

L= Club members from Ashe, Alleghany and Watauga counties entered
lambs in the Tri-County L=l lamb Show and Sale held at West Jefferson on
June 15, this year. This is an annual event sponsored by the business and
professional paople of the three counties.-

The Grand Chempion Individual Fat Lamb was shown by Roger Collins of
Alleghany. This prime wether weighed 103 pounds and was sold for LO cents
per pound. The Reserve Champion Individual Fat Lambwas exhibited also by
Roger Collins of Alleghany County. The Reserve Champion wether welghed
110 pounds and was a twin to the champion lambe.

There were & total of 63 lambs entered in the Show from the three
gounties. Twelve of these lambs were registered lambs and were not sold.
Following the show all the lambs were sold at auction and averaged 25 cents
per pound, which was approximately one cent above the market price at that
time. Swift and Company purchased most of the lambs.

SHEEP SHEARING SCHOOLS AND CONTEST

Sheep shearing takes up about 1/12 of one Specialist's time during the
year. This is spent in planning and conducting sheep shearing schools, the
State Sheep Shearing Contest and in preparing and furnishing county workers
educational material about shearing. This year we decided to hold two two-
day schools and one one-~day school. The two-day schools proved to be the
most satisfactory. Attendance at all schools was good with 207 boys and
adults taking part in the schools. lir. E. A. Warner of Sunbeam Corporation
served as our instructor for the schools.

The State Contest was held May 12, at Winston-Salem, with nine boys

39.
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from three counties competing for State honors. lLance Reece of Watauga County
won the Contest with a total of 361.3 points out of a possible 400. Bill Aus-
tin also of Watauga County was second with 355.1 points.

W. C. Richardscn, Assistance County Agent of Watauga County, was desig-
nated as coach of the State Sheep Shearing team and accompaned the boys to
the National Contest. Twenty-eight boys from twenty-two states entered the
National Contest and Lance Reece placed fourth out of the twenty-eight while
Bill Austin placed fifth.

SHEEP SHOW AT STATE FAIR

Nine purebred sheep breeders exhibited a total of 72 head of sheep at
- the State Fair this year. Since five of the leading purebred Suffolk flocks
were under quarantine, there were no entries in the Suffolk classes. While
the number of sheep exhibited was approximately 25 per cent less than in 1955,
there was a definite improvement in quality in all breeds. Mr. Ben Morgan,
Extension Livestock Specialist, Pemnsylvania State University, University
Park, Permsylvania, judged the sheep at the 1956 State Fair.

The Hampshire breeders had the largest show with six flocks and 57
entries. W. P, Plyler, Winston-Salem, Nerth Carolina, exhibited the Grand
Champion Ram and Grand Champion Ewe in the Hampshire Show. In the Dorset
show a polled Dorset ews lamb, exhibited by North Carolina State College,
was Crand Champion Ewe.

The North Carolina Purebred Sheep Preeders' Association voted to request
that the sheep show at the 1957 North Carolina State Fair be open to our=of-
state exhibitors. This should help to improve the quality and increase the
number of sheep exhibited next year. in open sheep show was held at the
Dixie Classic Fair in Winston-Salem for the first time in 1956.




COUNTY DEMONSTRATIONS

lembers of this Department spend very little time on this program in
1956. Emphasis on increasing sheep in these counties was contimued by the
County Extension force. One carload of western ewes was placed in the moun=-
tain counties and one car in the piedmont counties where this program has been
underway. Lamb and wool pools increased in volume in these areas.

Two of the counties started L= Sheep Club Chains and the progress of
these will be watched with interest. If they are a success here, chains will
be started in other counties.

DEMONSTRATIONS AND FIELD DAYS

The Field Day of the Hamlet lamb Pool was held this year in South Caro-
lina and the Extension Department of that state was in charge of the program.
Roughly sixty of owr farmers attended this Field Day and observed management
practices recommended for this area.

A Sheep Field Day was held in Alamance County in early May with about
LO producers from this and adjoining cownties present. The program included
talks and demonstrations on the history of sheep in this area, breeding prob-
lems, feeding and management during lambing, buildings and equipment and mar-
keting of lambs and wool.

Demonstrations in various sheep activities such as shearing, fitting and
showing, drenching, docking, marking and selecting breeding animals were put
on in nine counties with an attendance of 260 farmers this year.




NORTH CAROLINA F. C. X. SHEEP CHAINS

For the first time in several years a L-H Sheep Chain was started in
North Carolina. This one was started on a different scale and on an experi-
mental basis to determine if it is practical to push the program.

The F. C. X. made available $900.00 for this program to be used in
lMeDowell County. The money was used to purchase 30 western ewes and three
rams, along with dog insurance for one year. The ewes were divided into
groups of ten ewes and one L=H boy received ten ewes and a ram as a project.

The $300.00 for the ewes and ram will be repaid in three years with
one-third being repaid 1l months after the ewes are placed. The remaining
$200.00 will be repaid $100.00 a year following the first payment. With the
#300.00 repaid each year to the Chain, a new project will be started for a
new Li~H member.

Prizes will be set up by the F. C. X. and be paid on the basis of the
lambs and wool marketed through the wool and lamb pools.




HOGS
PLACEMENT OF PUREBREDS

Twenty-six purebred hog sales were held in 1956, sponsored by the North
Carolina Swine Breeders' Association and the Harth Carolina Extension Service.
927 hogs were sold as compared with 852 in 1955. Hogs sold far $79,000.50 or
an average of $85.22 per head. This was an increase over the average price of
$80.15 in 1955. The average price for the Hampshire and Yorkshire Sales was
considerable higher than the average price for any other breed. The price of
meat type hogs in the sale was higher than the price for the short, fat type
hoge This indicates that the farmers in North Carolina are changing to the
meat type hog and are willing to pay more for seed stock.

The highest average was obtained by the Chinquapin Farm when 55 hogs sold
for $11,139 or an average of $207.16 per head. The second highest average was
also obtained from Hampshire hogs when 61 hogs sold at the A. T. Powell Sale
for an average of $136.80. The third highest sale was 38 Yorkshires selling
for an average of $116.05.

Purebred hogs were consigned by breeders from 35 counties and was pur-
chased by farmers from 59 different counties in the state. Hogs were also
sold to farmers in Alabama, Illinois, Ohio, Virginia, PFemnsylvania, South
Carolina, Ceorgia, Florida, Maryland, New York, Kentucky and Tennessee.

This was the best year that North Carolina Swine growers have ever had in
selling hogs in other states. A complete summary follows of all sales held:




PUREBRED HOG SALES - 1956

BREED DATE PLACE NO.  AMOUNT AVE. PRICE
Tamworth Jan. 27  Honroe 18 § 970.00 $ 53.88
‘A1l Breed Jan. 27  Hertford 19 776.50 1,0.87
Duroc Feb. 2 Roeky Mount b 3,113.50 71.25

~ Hampshire Febe U A+ T+ Powell Farm k9  5,585.00 113.98
All Breed . Feb. 8 lMurfreesboro 26 1,191.00 145.80

| Hampshire Feb. 9 Rocky Mount Ly 3,825.00 86493
Spotted Poland China Feb. 10  Hertford 19  1,255.00 66400
Yorkshire Feb. 16  Rocky Mount 29  2,282.00 78.68
Hampshire Feb. 18  Chinquapin Farm 55 11,139.00 207.16
Tamworth Feb. 23  Rocky Mount 21 1,177.50 56.07
Hampshire Feb. 25  Charlotte 35  2,089.50 59.70
ALl Breed Aug. 22 Murfreesboro 27 1,l15.00 5241
Hampshire Aug. 23  Rocky Mount L6 3,950.00 85.87

- Hampshire Aug. 25  Chinquapin Farm 62  5,004.50 80.71
Poland China Aug. 30  Rocky Mount i 916.00 65.141
Ail Breed Aug. 31  Hertford 2L 1,206.00 50.25

*  Hampshire Sept. 1  Powell Farm 61  8,3u5.00 136.80
J Hampshire Sept. i  Wilmington 2, 1,429.50 59.56
' Hampshire Sept. 5 E. K. Hunt by 2,77h.50 63.06
Spotted Poland China Sept. 6  Rocky Hount 28 1,845.00 65.89
Duroc Sept. 15  Rocky Mount 32 1,907.00 59.60
A1l Freed Sept. 22 Kinston 3L 1,349.00 39.68

' Yorkshire Sept. 27 Rocky Mount 38 L,410.00 116.08
Duroc Sept. 29 Denning, Goldsboro b9 L,247.50 86.68
Poland China Oct. 2y  langdon Farm by 2,332.00 53.00
Yorkshire Oct. 25  Brookhill Farm ko L,265.00 106.62

TOTALS 26 SAIES 926 §79 ,094-50 85.37
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SWINE FIEID DAYS, TYPE CONFERENCES AND TOURS - 1956

The swine field day type of program continued to be very popular with
agents and farmer groups in 1956. The first of these programs were held on
January 20, in Richmond County where beef cattle Specialist A. V. Allen
and County Agent R. W. Murdoch were assisted with a towr of livestock farms
in the county. At two farms in the county swine management was discussed and
especially , emphasis was paid to following beef steers in the feed lot with
hogs. This was a new practice for farmers in Richmond County and they had
quite a number of questions concerning this practice.

On January 23, 2l and 25, a North Carolina Duroc Ereeder, W. D. Stocks
of Ayden, North Carolina, consigned hogs to the Southeastern Duproc Congress
held in Macon, Georgia. Extension Swine Specialists from North Carolina were
requested to attend the Congress and assist as moderators on the program.
Other North Carcolina Duroc Breeders attending this Type Conference Show and
Sale were Joe and Chris Moye of Moye Duroc Farms, Farmville, North Carolina.

The highlight of the year's work is always the F. C. X. sponsored Field
Day for L= Club members in 12 North Carolina counties where the F. C. X. or-
ganization sponsors Pig Chains. Members of this group gathered at Brookhill
Farms, Selma, North Carolina, on April 21, for their annual Fiedl Day. Brook=
hill Farms is the largest Yorkshire Farm in North Carolina, owned and operated
by Dr. R. E. Barp and his brother, W. S. Earp of Selma. During the day L-H
Club members and their Dads were given a tour of the farms and a fine barbecue
dimner, then they listened to discussions by Swine Specialists on feeding and
management problems with a purebred herd. Following a type demonstrations where
Yorkshire Type was stressed with several breeding animals, the boys and their
Dads participated in a judging contest with classes of open gilts, bred gilts
and boars.
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Two days in April and May were spent with farmer groups in Currituck
County. One day was spent in discussing housing and four farmers were visited
where different type of houses for hogs were discussed with the groups present.
On the second field day farmers visited purebred breeders in the county where
meat type hog and feeding and management problems of swine were discussed.
Farmers in this area produce a rather large number of hogs and it was felt
that many of these farmers pick up useful ideas on this Field Day.

In May, Anson County farmers met for a Swine Field Day at a farm of a
commercial producer in the county. During the tour of the farm various facili-
ties were discussed in detail and the good and bad features of each was pointed
out. Farmers in this area seemed very much interested in meat type hogs and
also in the feeding of commercial hogs for market.

On May 30, R. Rollie Femberton, Secretary of the National Hampshire Asso-
ciation and Bill Miller, Southeastern Fieldman, met with North Carolina Hamp-
shire Breeders at Chinquapin Farm in Tryon for the Annual Hampshire Pienic.

The program began with a discussion of Hampshire type by members of the National
Association and Swine Specialists. Following the type discussion, judging
classes of bred sows, bred gilts, open gilts and boars were placed by the group.
A.bu'becnn lunch was served by Fete Mahler, owner and manager of the farm, after
which a brief business meeting and general discussion was held. Hampshire
breeders were very enthusiastic about the prospects of the breed in North
Carolina and agreed to meet at E. M. Hunt's Hampshire Farm near Denton, North
Carolina, for their 1957 pienic.

On Jure 5, R. H. Waltz and a party from Indiana attended a Tamworth Picnic
on the farm of Carl Burkandt of Charlotte, Route 5, Mecklenburg County. Mr.
Burkandt is President of the North Carolina Tamworth Association and was host
to the group at a barbecue lunch. During the day a program consisted of a tour
of the farm, a discussion of Tamworth type and classes of bred gilts, open gilts
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and boars were judged by the group. A carcass demonstration showing the
value of meat type hogs compared to those of more lard and less muscle was
conducted after lunch. Secretary Waltz encouraged the group to continue to
produce a meat type hog and especially stressed the need for certifying some
litters in this area during the coming months.

The Annual Western North Carolina Swine Field Day at Highland Farm,
Black ¥ountain, North Carolina, was held June 7. This Field Day consisted
of discussions and demonstrations on L=l pig project management for leH
Club members in the area.

On July 2 and 3, and 19 and 20, Gxtension Specialists assisted the
Spotted Poland China Breeders of North Carolina with a tour of the leading
breeders in the state. The officers of the Spotted Poland China Association
felt that this type of tour would give them a broader picture of what is be—
ing done with Spotted Poland Chinas in North Carolina and would encourage
breeders visited to do a better Job and participate more actively in shows
and sales. Spotted Poland China breeders were visited in Nash, Franklin,
Northampton, Cates, Bertie, Martin, Hertford, Robeson, BEladen, Duplin, Samp-
son and Harnett mt/:x;;. In every county the local county agent or assistant
visited the breeders 1n the county with the group and joined in the discussion
on feeding and management of hogs.

Ce W. Mitchell, Secretary of the National Poland China Record Association,
CGalesburg, Illinois, visited North Carolina on July 17. During the day the
officers of the North Carolina Poland China Association Joined Mr. Mitchell
and Extension Swine Specialists on a tour of Poland China breeders in Harnett,
Sampson, Cumberland Counties. At 7:30 P. M. July 17, a meeting of North Caro-
lina Poland China breeders was held in Durham, North Carolina. At this time
plans were made for a Southsastern Regional Poland China Type Conference to be
held in Florence, South Carolina, in early 1957.




50.
DEMONSTRATION MARKET HOG SALES IN 1956

A total of 29 demonstration market hog sales were held in 1956. These
sales were conducted in cooperation with the Nerth Carolina Department of
Agriculture and local hog buying stations and packing plants. These sales
were a direct result of the success in securing price differentials between
grades of hogs at some of our Fat Stock Shows and the interest created by
demonstration sales in 1955«

The sales were operated as follows: Thaoperatorofslocalhogbwing
establishment was contacted and after agreeing to pay a premiun for Ue 8o Noo 1
pigs on a given sals date, a special sale was advertised by the local county
agent and the market operator. b this special sale all hogs vrought to the
market that day were graded by Extension Specialists or Department of Agri=
culture graders into U. S. No. 1, US No. 2, US No. 3 and US Medium grades.
A1l pigs in the lot grading US No. 1 received 50 cents per hundredweight over
the board price for hogs on that date. The No. 2 and No. 3 hoge in most cases
received the board price for top hogs weighing between 180 and 240 pounds. A
price differential between all three grades would have been more desirable
but it was much easier to get market operators to agree to pay the 50 cents
premium for No. 1 hogs. One of the main reasons for this hesitancy to pay
price differentials between all three grades was the fact t+ hat farmers were
trying something new and they had a natural resistance to any discount for
their product. When the competition for hogs was considered, the premium
on US No. 1 hogs was the most desirable method.

Farmers consigning hogs to these special sales were greatly impressed
by the quality and uniformity of US No. 1 pigs from all breeds. It developed
that each major breed in the state was represented in almost every one of
these demonstration sales. The ability of farmers to produce, selsct and




market US No. 1 pigs was demonstrated by repeat sales at several locations
where the grade of a particular farmer's hogs was greatly improved at the
second sale.

These demonstration sales created a great deal of interest among swine
producers, market operators and agricultural workers throughout the state and
they seemed to be one of the very best tools to use in educating producers as
well as market operators and agricultural workers in the production, selection
and marketing of a more desirable market hog. In every sdle grade models and
official USDA charts were used to demonstrate the grades. Each lot of pigs
was discussed with the producer and others present at which time the desir-
able and wndesirable features of each lot of pigs were discussed thoroughly.
Farmers requested and received advice on why they should produce a meat type
hog and how they could bast go about producing a more desirable market hog
in the future.




1956
DEMONSTRATION MARKET HOG SALES

LOCATION US HO. 1 US NO. 2 US NO. 3 TOTAL
Raleigh 2y (] 7 206
Rocky Mount 56 58 29 L3
# Kinsten 88 83 51 222
Goldsbare 38 39 19 96
wilson Lo 35 33 108
Nahunta 20 26 52
Smithfield 3 38 s 78
Durham 25 3l 17 73
Stateaville 28 32 10 70
Seotland Heck 73 68 35 176
Como 30 28 1 59
Lidenton 7 10 U 31
Elizabeth City 24 20 65 109
Sunbury 15 18 91 124
Corapeake 9 90 97
Enfield b7 38 ko 125
Wilmington 9 18 13 Lo
* Jacksorville 15 20 2 59
Richlands 3 30 27 60
Trenton 30 2 20 7
# New Bern 68 116 116 300
Washington 15 17 16 L8
L sales 18 16 a 36
TOTALS 988 1027 777 2792
29 cales 358 31% 28%

# 2 Seles combined







SUMMARY OF L-H MARKET HOG SHOWS AND SALES - 1956

3

Date g::‘ &ogale sﬁgd gom Amount e }.;er ?ai-il:“ mlial;iud
Per Lb.

lz%mh Wilson 108 22,552 | $ 3,791.68 |$16.83 $ .80 Adult
%’; bewsern | | 15,8 | 3,075 | 19.67 83 adult
kpr. Rocky Mt. 3 30,910 Li,92l.65 | 15.93 +60 ly=H

6 Williamston | 52 10,722 1,958.52 | 18.27 61 FFA
9r§6 Goldsboro 96 20,345 3,Ll7.00 | 16.94 .8l Adult
{g:il Fayetteville| 10 1,955 487.28 | 2L.92 .60 L=H
eio | minsten 180 | 37,666 | 6,010.71 | 16.22 .86 Lt
eao| mintngton | b9 | 9,980 | 1,0m.88| 29.79 1.18 L=
?9“.' Windsor Lh 9,355 1,512.36 | 16.17 .31 ly=H
2h | washington | L7 | 12,248 2,257.83 | 18.L3 51 FFA
%g Edenton 30 6,154 1,274.09 | 19.7h 50 Ly=H
26 Durham 72 15,040 2,590.73 | 17.23 .81 Lyt
2% | smithriena | 86 | 17,380 | 2,991.80| 17.22 1.02 L=l
%" | pwn 6s | 13,420 | 2,201.56| 16.70 .50 FHA
gnw Jackson 68 13,930 2,230.79| 16.01 33 Ly=H
g Columbia 26 5,390 840.91| 15.60 +25 byl

9 Statesville | 123 27,558 1,203.74 | 15.25 .28 Ly=H
;‘bm; Eliz.City 30 7,310 1,419.00| 19.41 l9 ly=ii
12 Rockingham | 148 28,926 5,121.91 | 1772 .50 L=H

TOTALS
19 Sales 1,52 36,893 52,479.80{ 17.10




SECOND NORTH CARCLINA STATE MARKET HOG SHOW AND SALE

The second annual North Carclina Market Hog Show and Sale was held in
the Swine Barn at the State Fairgrounds in Raleigh, August 22, 1956. A total
of 206 animals were driven in the Show by adult and junior exhibitors. Hog
numbers in the Show were about 200 less than in the first annual Show, held
August 2L, 1955. Part of the reduction in numbers was due to a decrease in
swine numbers in the state and conflict with the tobacco season. Although
numbers were reduced considerably, quality of the animals was improved great-
ly over the first annual Show. In 1955 the animals entered in the Show graded
as follows: 184 No. 1, 123 No. 2, 38 No. 3. In 1956, 12 animals graded US
No. 1, 75 graded US No. 2 and 7 graded US No. 3. The Berkshire breed with
aly nine exhibits was the only breed with all animals in the breed grading
US No. 1. Of these nine animals, one was Reserve Crand Champion over all
breeds, three animals were Grand Champion Pen over all breeds and three of
the animals were Reserve Crand Champion Pen over all breeds.

The second Annual Show was sponsored by all the purebred breed associ-
ations in the state as well as allied associations md individual firms.

One of the problems of the first annual Market Hog Show was a price
differential between grades. This problem did not develop this year, as
indicated on the sale report. Nine major hog buyers and packers from North
Carolina and adjoining states were represented at the sale and bidding on
the lots of hogs was very active. The following table gives a summary of
the Show and Sale.




NORTH CAROLINA STATE MARKET HOG SALE

August 22, 1956

Grand Champion 204 1bs @ $2.25 $ 459.00 Smithfield Hog Market
Reserve Crand Champion 213 lbs @ .LO 85.20 Jesse Jones Sausage Co.
Reserve Champion dr. Sh. 200 1bs @ .31 62.00 Kingan & Co.
Grand Champion Fen 552 1bs @ 3L 187.68 Frosty lMorn
Res. CGr. Champion Fen 568 lbs @ .25 142.00 Lundy
Champion Duroc 181 1bs @ .22 39.82 lancasters Stock Yards
Champion Hampshire 183 1bs @ .2050 37.51 Peacock Meat Company
Champion S.P.C. 183 1bs @ .23 42.09 Piedmont Packing Company
Champion Tamworth 218 1bs @ .22 b7.96 Curtis Packing Company
Champion Yorkshire 210 1bs @ .25 52.50 Smithfield Hog Market
55 No. 1 Hogs 10,558 1bs @ .1850  1953.23 Piedmont Packing Company
Sk No. 1 Hogs 10,578 1bs @ .1825  1930.L8 Piedmont Packing Company
38 No. 2 Hogs 7,747 1bs @ L1750  1355.72 Smithfield Hog Market
37 No. 2 Hogs 75553 1bs @ L1760  1329.33 Swift & Company
7 No. 3 Hogs 1,597 1bs @ 1705 272.29 Smithfield Hog Market
31 Light Hogs 4,995 1bs @ 1650 82l.17 Peacock Meat Company

TOTAL 45,740 Ibs ¢ 8820.98 Ave. § 19.28 cwt.

US No. 1 21,136 1bs 3863.71 Ave. 18.37 cwt.

US No. 2 15,300 1bs 2685.05 Ave. 17.55 cwt.

US No. 3 1,597 1bs 272.29 Ave. 17.05 cwt.
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SECOND AMNUAL NORTH CAROLINA STATE MARKET HOG SHOW
August 22, 1956

Grand Champion Over All Breeds
Res. Crand Champ. Over All Breeds
Grand Champion Fen Over All Breeds

Res. Or. Champ Fen Over All Breeds Berkshire

Champion Duroc

Champion Pen of Durocs
Champion Hampshire

Champion Fen of Hampshires
Champion Spotted Poland China
Champion Pen of Spotted Poland Chinas
Champion Tamworth

Champion Pen of Tamworths
Champion Yorkshire

_ Champion Pen of Yorkshires
Champion of Jr. Division
Champion Pen of Jr. Division

Berkshire
Berkshire

Poland China

NUMBERS AND GRADES BY BREEDS

Berkshire

Duroc

Hampshire

Poland China
Spotted Poland China
Tamworth

Yorkshire

Junior Division

Jack K. Hubbard, Fayetteville
James R+ Stevenson, Palmyra
Oland F. Peele, Pikeville

E. L. Timberlake, Jr.,Woodland
John Sykes, Conway, M. C.
John Sykes, Conway

A. T. Powell & Son, Colerain
Morris Bros., Colerain

S« L. lewis, Spring Hope

Je Oo Williams, Newbon Crove
E. 0. Hunter, Winston-Salem
F. M. Rivers, Henderson
Brookhill Farms, Selma
Brookhill Farms, Selma
Carson Cregory Jr., Angler
Susie Turlington, Dunn

US No. 1 USNo.2 US No. 3 TOTAL
9 0 0 9
n L 0 18
17 15 5 37
8 L 0 12
13 12 1 26
3h 7 0 L1
13 8 (o] 21
- o " S8 k2
12k 7% T 206
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MEAT TYPE HOGS IN 1956

Meat type hogs were again the theme of Animal Husbandry Extension
Specialists in 1956, In 1955, the program on meat type hogs received major
emphasis in North Carolina and this program was stepped up in 1956. Through
meetings, demonstrations, field days, personal visits and wherever the feed-
ing, breeding, management and marketing of hogs was discussed, meat type hogs
was a part of the program.

During 1956, grading demonstrations were held at special demonstration
hog sales, at field days and at livestock auction market sale days. This
was a follow-up of the beginning of hog grading demonstrations in 1954 and
1955, Carcass cut-cut demonstrations were a very important factor in stress-
ing the meat type hog program in the state during 1956, and especially proved
helpful where pairs of animals were slaughtered in order that farmers might
see the live hog on foot and the carcass on the hook. This was an effort to
again give the farmers a whole picture from pigs to pork chops and this type
of demonstration again proved very effective.

Another major accomplishment this year has been the certification of
meat~type litters by several breeders in the state. New cutting stations
were egtablished to make it more convenient for purebred breeders in the
state to certify meat type litters and our pursbred breeders were encouraged
to participate in this program, now sponsored by all the major breed associ-
ations. A report of each of these major fields of activity will be found on
the following pages.




60.
CERTIFIED MEAT TYPE HOG PROGRAM

Veat type hog certification is a new program in North Carclina. It is
sponsored by the National Breed Associations in an effort to locate and
propagate the lines within each breed of hogs, showing best performances
in sow productivity, rate of gain and carcass quality. Animals entered in
this program must come from production registry litters. Two pigs from each
Jitter must also mest a rate of gain standard which is a minimum weight of
200 pounds at 180 days of age. These two pigs are slaughtered for carcass
data and they must be slaughtered between the liveweights of 180 and 230
pounds off-truck at the packing plant. For animals over or under 180 days
of age, weight is adjusted by two pounds per day.

Animals slavghtered which have met the production registry and rate of
gain requirements must meet the carcass requirements listed in the table below:

Same two pigs from litter must meet following carcass standards:

Loin Area Iength Backfat Thickness
Weight (Minimum Min. - Max. Min. Max.
180 to 199 1lbs. 305 8q. in. 2805“ to 3105‘ 1.1" to 1;6"
200 to 21k 1bs. 375 sq. in. 29  to 32¢ 12" to 1.7"

215 to 230 lbse. h- 8q. ine 2905’ to 3205' 103" to 1-8'

In 1956 purebred breeders were encouraged to participate in this program
and assistance was given to farmers in setting up official cutting stations
for certification of litters qualifying. The first certified litter ever pro-
duced in North Carolina was produced by A. T. Powell and Sens of Colerain,

_ North Carolina, and certified by Frosty Morn Meats, Incorporated, Kinston,
North Carolina. This litter was sived by Master lMac, a herd boar purchased
from the corn belt by the Powell firm. Packing plants in North Carolina




aiding in this certification work are: Frosty Morn leats, Inc., Kinston,
North Carclina; White Packing Company, Salisbury, North Carolina; Piedmont
Packers, Hillsboro, North Carolina; Goodyear Sausage Company, Lumberton,
North Carolinas PFeacock Meat Company, Rocky Mount, North Carolina; and Morris
Packing Company of Shelby, North Carolina. The work of Extension Specialists
in this program congisted of going through the packing plants and assisting
with the cut out and carcass measurements of one or twoe litters to teach
packing plant men the procedure for sending in the certification report.
Packers in North Carolina have been most cooperative in this effort and are
solidly behind it and in every case have refused to accept a payment for ex-
tra work involved in this certification. They have stated, without exception,
that this small effort seemed to be the least they could do to increase meati-
ness in hoge going to market in this area.

Purebred and commercial swine breeders in North Carolina are becoming more
and more concerned about meatiness of pigs produced on the farm and are becom-
ing more interested in the certification program as a source of improved sires
for both pursbred and commercial herds. A table showing the number of litters
nominated, the number of litters with carcass cut-cuts actually forwarded to
the National Association offices and the number of litters certified by breeds
followss




FOR CERTIFICATION
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Name Nominated

Cut  Certified
DURQC

Norman Denning, Four Oaks, N. C. 2 2 0
BERKSHIRE

W. C. Kivett, Clinton, N. Cs 2 0 0
HAMPSHIRES

A« T. Powell & Son, Colerain, N. C. 1 1 1

H. Fields Young, dJr., Shelby, N. C. 2 2 2

F. E. White, Jdr., Oxford, N. C. 1 1 A

K. M. lewis & Son, Red Springs, N. C. n u 0

Chinquapin Farms, Tryon, N. C. 3 3 1

E+ M. Hunt, Denton, . C. 6 6 0
POLAND CHINA

Gerald A, Lengdon, Coats, N. C. L 0 0

SPOTTED POLAND CHINA

Mo T. Lamm, Louisburg, N. C. : 1 :
TAMWORTH

F+ M. Rivers, Henderson, N. C. 2 0 0
TORKSHIRE

Hone

POPALS o v ¢ s « 2 v o o v 35 27 6
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SWINE SHOW AT THE 1956 NORTH CAROLINA STATE FAIR

The 1956 Swine Show at the North Carolina State Fair was open to the
world for the first time in many years. Five our-of-state exhibitors applied
for pens and intended to exhibit hogs, but only three actually made the show.
Out-of-state exhibitors in the barn were Sir William Farms, exhibiting York-
shires and Perkshires from Hillsdale, New York; Barracks Farm from Charlottes-
ville, Virginia, exhibiting Yorkshire and 0ld Craddock Farms from Elliott,
Virginia exhibiting Hampshires. The two out-of-state exhibitors that were
forced to cancel out their exhibits were Strawbridge and McCleary from Fen-
ngylvania and Calbreath from Maryland, exhibiting Berkshires.

The Junior Show at the 1956 State Fair was placed on the Danish or group
gysten, using Klus, Red and White rilbons. The first three animals in the
Junior Show were then eligible to compete in the open show. This system was
very popular and it should increase interest in the Junior Show.

A total of 6l exhibitors drove L7l hogs befors Judge A. W. Jordan of
Ohio State University, Coclumbus, Chic, on October 16 and 17. This compared
to L6l hogs driven by 59 exhibitors in 1955. The animals in all breeds were
of excellent quality and demonstrated to all present that North Carolina is
making considerable progress in improving quality of hogs through the state.
Harpett County led all counties in the state with 8 exhibitors in the Show
while 21 counties in all were represented by top quality hogs in their respec-
tive breeds. The Yorkshire Show gave evidence of the increased interest in
Ywhhim hogs by having 8 exhibitors in 1956, compared to 3 exhibitors in
1955. The numbsr of animals in 1955 was 19 compared to 32 animals in 1956.

Fen space has been a problem at the Fair for several years and was some-
what relieved this year by the addition of 20 new pens to the barn. TFen
space would have still been a problem except for the fact that some exhibitors
showing did not bring all the animals entered and four exhibitors dropped out




e
of the Show, leaving 32 pens available for use by those who brought hogs.

The Show ran very smoothly and out-of-state exhibitors were highly com-
plementary concerning the attention they received, the friendliness of North
Carolina breeders and officials of the Show and were very much impressed by
the facilities available, manner in which the Show was conducted and quality
of animals exhibited by North Carolina breeders.

The following Table gives a summary of the exhibitors and numbers of
animals by breeds in the 1956 State Fair.







SUMMARY SWINE SHOW 1956 NORTH CAROLINA STATE FAIR

To. Exhibitors Tumber of Hogs

. Toggs dre Toﬁ?ﬁ]r. %zstil Total }gxszgt Junior
Berkshire T 3 8 3 53 61 53 8
Duroc 10 L 9 2 77 71 60 11
Hampshire 9 2 p (N 70 66 6l 2
Poland China 8 2 9.3 67 73 61 12
Spotted Poland China R 7 12 7 | o7 95 62 33
Tamworth b 6 1 65 69 61 8
Yorkshire 3 8 1 19 32 31 &
O« I+ G : | i 6 L I 0

TOTALS s 18 6y 19 | Léh L7l 396 75

PRODUCTION REGISTRY FROGRAM

Records were obtained ocn 85 sows entered in the Production Registry
Program during 1956. Sows averaged farrowing 10.6 pigs per litter and raised
an average of 9.6 pigs. This compares with an average of less than seven pigs
raised per litter for all the sows in North Carolina, indicating the possibi-
lity of increasing the number of pigs saved if all farmers would carry out the
same program that the farmers follow in Production Registry.

The average litter weight at 56 days of age was 387 pounds making an
average of over LO pounds per pig at 56 days of age.

Hampshire breeders in the state took the lead in the number of sows en-
tered in the program with E. M. Hunt, Hampshire breeder of Denton, North Caro-
lind, qualifying more sows than any other breeder. To qualify in the Produc-
tion Registry Program a sow must raise to 56 days of age at least eight pigs




6?.

that will weigh a total of 320 pounds. The Production Registry FProgram has
been expanded into the certified meat program giving a farmer a measure as
to the number of pigs, rate of gain, and the type of carcass produced.

Purebred breeders selling hogs from Production Registry litters are
finding that commercial hog growers will pay more for hogs out of qualifying
litters.

SUMMARY OF L=H CLUB PIG CHAINS FCR 1956

A number of organisations, civic, commercial and professional, sponsored
pig chaing in North Carolina counties with L=H Club members in 1956. The FCX
in Raleigh, North Carolina, sponsored pig chains in twelve North Carolina
counties this year. County agents in counties with FCX chains have not re-
ported results of shows; therefore, it will not be included in the report.
Divie clubs, farmer organizations, business men and individuals sponsored
chains in a large number of the counties in the state. Pig chains were active
in 7L North Carolina counties during the year.

The Sears-Roebuck Foundation was again the largest sponsor of pig chains
in North Carolina and a sumary of Sears Pig Chains will follow. A colored
map, showing sponsors in different colors, will follow showing the counties
with active pig chains in 1956.
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SEARS-ROEBUCK PIG CHAINS - 1956

The Sears-Roebuck Foundation sponsored pig:chains in Lk counties in
North Carolina in 1956. Several counties, for various reasons, were unable
to operate chains this year. Cherokee County had a change in Extension Agents
and was unable to get the chain started in time. Hyde County, after a serious
disease and feed problem following the 1955 hurricanes, was unable to establish
a pig chain in 1956. Ilee, Polk and Jackson Counties did not operate pig chains,
but all counties failing to operate in 1956 indicate an interest in establishing
the chain again in 1957. Randolph County pig chain is scheduled at a later date
and no report was received from Orange County.

Tamworth pigs were very popular this year, 12 cownties having Tamworth
pigs in their chain. Eleven counties had Hampshire pigs, nine counties with
Yorkshire pigs, two counties with Berkshires, two counties with Spotted Poland
Chinas, one county with Poland China and one chain operated with a combination
of Yorkshire and Poland China pigse

Quality of the animals exhibited by Club members were again very good,
the total of 248 animals exhibited at the annual shows placed as follows:
161 blue ribbons, 63 red ribbons and only 24 white ribbon gilts. The four
new chains transferred from counties where chains had not been activated did
very well this year. Three of these chains were established in eastern North
Carolina with negro agents and have proved very popular with their Club members.
One chain, established with the white agents in Alleghany County, was particu-
larly outstanding for chains in the western part of the state where hogs are not
a major enterprise.

The following table gives a summary of the results of pig shows held

in 1956.
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NORTH CAROLINA SEARS-ROEBUCK PIG CHAINS = 1956

NC. RIBBONS TYFE
COUNTY BREED GILTS BLUE RED WHITE SHOW
Alleghany Tamworth 8 5 3 Local Show
Ashe Yorkshire 8 L 2 2 Tour
Alamance Berkshire 6 3 1 2 Tour
Avery Hampshire | 11 2 Tour
Bladen No Chain-Will
show in 1957
Buncombe Yorkshire L 3 X Tour
Cabarrus Tamworth 6 S 1 Fair
Chatham Tamworth 8 6 1 1 Local
Cherokee No Chain- Will
show in 1957
Cleveland Hampshire 8 8 Fair
Cumberland Poland China 8 5 2 % Fair
Davidson Tamworth 8 8 Fair
Davie Tamworth e, 3 B 1 Tour
9 nl p F,M}\"L J 4 [ il
# ‘dgeconbe Yorkshire 8 L 2 2 Fair
Forsyth Tamworth 8 L 3 b 3 Fair
Franklin 5. P C. 5 L & Tour
Craham Hampshire L 2 1 1 Tour
Guilford Hampshire S 2 3 2 Touwr
Haywood Yorkshire 8 kL k4 Tour
Henderson Hampshire 8 6 2 Tour
Hoke Hampshire 5 2 2 1 Tour
Hyde No Chain-Will
Renew in 1957
Jackson will Show in
1957
1ee No Chain in 1956 = Will Show in 1957

Madison Yorkshire 8 6 1 1 Tour




NORTH CAROLINA SEARS=ROEBUCK PIG CHAINS -~ 1956 (CONTINUED)

~NO. RIBBONE TYFE
COUNTY BREED GILTS BLUE RED WHITE SHOW
# Martin Hampshire 8 5 3 Fair
Mecklenburg Tamworth 6 6 Tour
Mitchell York & P. Ce 5 3 2 Tour
McDowell Yorkshire 8 5 2 1 Local Show
# Northampton Hampshire 8 3 3 2 Fair
* Pitt Yorkshire AU 2 Fair
Polk No Cahin in 1956 - Will place Pigs in 1957
fandolph Hampshire 7 T Tour
Rockingham Tamworth 7 L 2 1 Local Show
# Rockingham Tamworth 5 ¥ 2 Local Show
Rutherford Tamworth 6 5 1 Tour
Orange
Surry Tamworth 9 N 5 Fair
Swain Yorkshire 9 8 1 Tour
Union Tamworth 8 7 1 Fair
Wilkes Hampshire 6 2 3 1 Tour
Yadkin Hampshire 8 1 2 1 Fair
Yancey Yorkshire 5 3 2 Local Show
@)COuntioa " Totals 255 168 63 24
R T
T G
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FEEDER PIG SALES

The first cooperative feeder pig sale to ever be held in North Carolina,
sponsored by the North Carclina Extension Service, was held at Murfreesboro
on August 31, with 16L pigs being consigned and sold. The pigs weighed 14,317
pounds and sold for $3,088.05.

The pigs were sorted in uniform lots according to weight and breed, selling
a group of three or more. Pigs weighing 60 pounds and under were sold by the
head and pigs weighing over 60 pounds were sold by the pound.

The second sale was held on Friday, November 2, at Murfreesboro with 200
pigs being sold for $3,327.22. The average for all pigs under 65 pounds was
L5 pounds each and sold for an average of $13.40 per head. Pigs weighing over
60 pounds were sold by the pound with the average being 106 pounds per head and
selling for $19.00 per hundred.

In addition to feeder pig sales, county agents and farmers in the western
part of North Carolina were assisted in moving pigs to eastern Carolina to be
fed out. Counties doing the best job in moving pigs to the eastern part of the
state were Cleveland, McDowell, Yancey and Davie.

The Durham Farmers Exchange was assisted in a feeder pig program and at the

present time a feeder pig sale is held by the Exchange every Monday. HNew faci-
lities have been built and pigs are inspected by a veterinarian before the sale
and only high quality pigs offered for sale.

Cooperation has also been given the Whitehead Brothers that hold a feeder
pig sale each Wednesday in Bertie, where pigs are inspected by a veterinarian
and only healthy pigs are sold. These sales are helping farmers that can keep
brood sows but do not have grain enough to feed hogs for market and is also help-
ing farmers that grow grain and find it profitable to buy pigs to feed out for
market.
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MEATS PROCRAM

COUNTY DEMONSTRATIONS:

Meats demonstrations this year were given in several counties in North
Carolina and the attached maps show the counties in which we held beef cutting
demonstrations and pork cutting demonstrations. The beef cutting demonstra=-
tions were held generally in the county auditoriums and schools and the at-
tendance at these programs was very good. We had several types of programs
on beef, the one that seemed to be the most popular and also the one that we
feel did the most good was those where we cut a beef carcass to show the folks
what you get from a beef carcass. At the beginning of the demonstration we
spent considerable time talking about the North Caroliha grades and USDA grades
of beef, pointing out the difference between the grades and also emphasizing the
point of purchasing or producing the grade carcass to meetthe needs of the family.

In cutting the carcass, there was little emphasis put on how to cut as
most of the carcasses that are produced for family meat supply in North Carolina
are processed in locker plants and very few of these carcasses are cut at home.
The main purpese in cutting this beef carcass is to illustrate the cuts that
comg from the carcass, methods of identification and also methods of prepara-
tion according to cut and grade. There is no reason for a family to serve an
wnsatisfactory meat meal and if the family has the right information on cut
and grade, especially for dry heat preparation, a satisfactory meat meal will
result. A lot of emphasis is also put on usage of beef culs, that is to make
the maximun use of beef you might slaughter for home use or beef you purchase.
That is to cut it into the right size cuts for family use, to cut the meat
across the grain to make it more tender and again putting emphasis on method
of preparation according to cut and grade of these carcasses.
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In working on these county demonstrations we felt as though it had been
a great deal of benefit to the consumer in that she has a better idea of what
she gets in that carcass, how to identify it and hot to prepare it. It has
also helped considerably on having the beef cut the way that the consumer
wants it and in hopes that in years to come she will no longer be at the
mercy of the processor that may not cut the beef to maximum benefit. Dur-
ing these demonstrations we also discussed the wrapping of these packages
for home freezers, discussing somewhat ;.ho kind of paper and method of pre-
paring these packages. We also emphasized the importance of not overloading
the home freezer, at least not over 10 per cent of the total capacity of the
freezer should be used for unfrozen meats during any 2L hour period. Congid-
erable time is also spent on planning for the meat supply as to the amount of
meat that will be needed for the family and considering methods of preserva=
tion, the amount and kinds of meat that should be purchased or raised for each
particular family. For the coming year we are planning several more of these
types of demonstrations to acquaint the consumer with bteef grade, cuts and
method of preparation.

We have also held several beef usage demonstrations where we have taken
the first cut chuck of beef, including the fourth and fith rib, and breading
it down showing how a family might buy a first cut chuck, weighing in the
neighborhood of 8 pounds, and breaking it down into pot roast, steak for
broiling, stew beef and to use the bone for boiling purposes. It is these
types of demonstrations that we are interested in giving to consumer groups,
to beef cattle association groups, civie clubs and show that these cuts can
be used in several different ways. The reason for doing this is te imprass
the importance of preparing meat in several different ways to give variety
to the diet.
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Along with the cownty method demonstrations that we have been holding
on cutting beef, we have also worked with many of the institutions on how
to make better use of the meat that they are now buying. Those that we have
worked with are the Hospital Institute, here in North Carolina, and also the
Purchaging and Contracting Division of North Carolina in assisting all of the
institutions on purchasing, cutting and usage of meats for their institution.
We have had several requests for helping individual institutions on these cut-
ting and usage demonstrations for making better use of carcasses. Ve have
lined up for the coming year several of these demonstrations to assist in
institutional management for meats.

PORK CUTTING, CURING, USAGE, STORAGE AND SLAUGHTERING DEMONSTRATIONS:

The following map lists the number of counties that we have had pork
meetings in during the past year. The eastern part of the state has many
more hogs than the western part and consequently a large mumber of our de-
monstrations were held in eastern North Carolina. We have held these meet-
ings on several different basis, but the one that we have done more than others
is a pork cutting, curing, storage and usage demonstration. We get the program
set up and have the hog carcass or carcasses killed the day before for our
meeting. We then cut the hog carcass at the meeting, emphasis is put on the
importance of raising the right kind of hog and also raising the optimum
waights and getting away from the extra heavy hogs that are sometime used by
some families. We also emphasize the importance of breeding and feeding the
meat type hog. In the cutting of a pork carcass, we spend considerable time
in showing how to cut a pork carcass in order to get the most from it, with
emphasis on proper trimming of hams, especially those that might be sold on
the open market, as hams that are properly trimmed and prepared will demand
a higher price.

Another phase of our program is to take each of the pork cuts and to
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preak them down to show the consumer how she might get more variety in the

diet by using these pork cuts in several different ways. One of our diffi-
culties in North Carolina has been the usage of pork shoulders and we have
put emphasis on using pork shoulders as fresh meat instead of curing them.
Wie feel that they will get more use out of pork shoulders, especially if they
own a home freezer.

Our purpose of giving the curing demonstration along with the carcass
is that we do have right much meat that is too salty or that is of f=flavor
and not of high quality. At these demonstrations we actually prepare our
curing mix, apply it to the meat and emphasize the importance of keeping the
meat in cure for the right length of time to prevent over salty products.
Following that we emphasize the importance of bagging hams the first of March
in order to keep insects from it, especially the skipper fly and the ham beetle.
It is also important that those hams be bagged so that the air might circulate
around them to produce a higher quality product and also that no borax or
anti-skipper compound be used on them. Ve emphasize the importance of aging
at least six months to give them the high flavor that is desired. Right
along with that, we work on the cutting, carving and cooking of country style
hams. This type of information is of special interest to the consumer so that
she might make better use out of the meats which she prepared or purchases.

At approximately one=third of the counties listed on the following pages,
we held slaughtering demonstrations. BEspecially throughout the esastern part
of the state a large number of hogs are still being farm slaughtered and right
many of them are slaughtered and cut the same day, which may produce a low
quality product. My purpose in giving the slaughtering demonstrations is
to show the proper way of sticking hogs to prevent shoulder sticks, the right
temperature for scalding so that a clean carcass may be produced and we em-
phasize the necessity of wuick chilling of thén hogs. We recommend that hogs
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be killed at 2:00 o'eclock in the afternocon and let the carcasses hang over
night and be cut the following day. During our slaughtering demonstration
we emphasize the importance of sanitation as to lkeep all of the equipment

clean so as not to introduce any organisms that might cause spoilage.

We have had several of the pork slaughtering and cutting and cuwring
demonstrations with the negro farmers throughout the eastern part of the
state and have noticed some very good results of the demonstrations that
were held last year. One of these important results of those demonstrations
have been the way in which those hams have been bagged and held for aging.

I feel as though in some of the counties that we have assisted the farmers
in saving at least one-third more meats than they would have had without
these demonstrations.

Ham=Pig Project:

There is much interest in curing hams and ham shows and sales in western
North Carolina. I believe there is an excellent chance to do this work through
a L-H project. It would get the information on raising the family meat supply,
killing and care of pork carcasses, cutting, curing, storage and usage across
to the L-H Club nembers and would also be accepted by the adults if the family
meat supply ﬁm't been too satisfactory in the past.

There are several ways to set up a project of this kind and different
situations will exist in each county. This proposed project may neced to be
changed for your county.

Une of the difficulties in a project of this kind is to get some way to
finance the program. The civic groups will be interested also the merchants
in the counties. It is suggested that the people be contacted to give $15.00
to buy a pig for a L-H Club member. The L=H boy would in retwrn give the donor
one cured ham during the month of April. This means the person buys his ham
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in advance. These pigs should be purchased so they would weigh about 225~
250 pounds in December, which means the project would start in Hay or June.

These pigs would be purchased by the L=i Club agent at a price less than
$15.00. Pigs are selling now for about 20¢ per pound, that means a kO to 50
pound pig could be purchased for $10.00 to $12.00 so a fund could be set up
as a cushion in the event a pig dies. This would offer some insurance to the
man supporting the project. Another way would be for the person to give the
amownt to purchase a pig. This would mean he would be supporting the project
and if a pig should die it would be his loss on purchase price, the boy or
girl would be out of the feed and labor up to that time.

Pigs would be placed in May or June - fed cn home grown feeds plus
supplement. In December the pigs would be slaughtered either at home or
in an abbitor, preferably in an abbitor as same farms do not have any faci-
lities and in some instances may not do a good jobe

Our Department will work with the L=H Agent and project members on cutting
the carcasses, proper curing and storing. This could be a demonstration with
all project members or could be a training program for agents only. Vhich
will depend upon the county. We would also include such items as sausage
making, lard vendering and making the best use from carcasses.

During the month of April the boy would return a hanm to the person
spongoring him and would have one ham for sale or to be used for family meat
supply. This ham could be sold through a county ham show and sale or could
be sold privately. A record book would be kept on feed fed to pig, rate of
gain, liveseight, carcass weight, weight of hams and other cuts. Curing
methods, weight out of cure, weight when sold or returned. Price received
and an analysis of his project.

Swine Specialists have worked out all of the details on feeding and
Management of the pig.
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I velieve this type of project would do much in developing a good
market and reputation for cured hams that would:

1. Create interest in country hams.

2. COreate a better market for hams.

3. Improve the quality of cured meats.

L« Inersase usage of pork carcasses.

5. Increase farm income by saving cured meats and having better

cured meats.
6. (Give training in handling and curing farm meat supply.

Beef Promotional and Educational Programs Far the State of North Carolinat

During the past year there has been two beef promotional and educational
programs held in our State, one in the Asheville area and the other in lIse
County.

'l'lnprogrminﬂn Asheville area was very similar to the one that was
held last year and the main purpose of this program was to acquaint the
consumers of western North Carolina to the fact that cattle grom in this
area are equal in quality to that grown in any other part of the country if
they ars of the same grade. The program was started of f by having several
meats demonstrations and talks in the Asheville area, especially those to
civic clubs and organizations that are interested in beef cattle and beef
consumption. Several of the high schools in the surrounding area were given
programs during the mornings. This program was designed for the home economics
student to better acquaint her with the facts on meats and meat mutrition.
There was considerable material distributed for the consumer in that area,
especially the leaflet put out by the National ILive Stock and Meat Board on
"Nutritious Peef Recipes" also several table tents were distributed for
restaurants and hotels with the theme of "Eat More Beef and Iive Longer."
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It is felt that this program has been very successful in publicizing beef
and other meats also in making the consumer aware of the fact that there
are several different grades and also that much of the carcass, even of

the high grade carcass, must be prepared with moist heat. Mr. Cuy Cassell
of the Marketing Division spent a week in the Asheville area working on this
programe.

The meats program that was held in lee County was a little different
nature in that iw as sponsored by the Extension Service with the cooperation
of Patterson Packing Company in Sanford. The County Agent of lee County had
all members of this Department to talk to different groups on the many phases
of beef production, processing and consuming. This program lasted for a
period of two weeks as a promotional and educational program in which we had
all of the retail meat cutters in that area into a meeting at the Packing
Company and showed them several different ways of breaking down and using
beef carcasses to get the maximum of these carcasses in their particular
retail outlets. This program was met with a great deal of enthusiasm from
the merchants and we feel as though it has done a lot to get better meats
on the counters and also the correct information as to cuts and method of
preparation. We also met with the women's group in Iee Comty and gave them
a demonstration on the topic of "Know The Beef You Buy." Mr. Kelley, of
our Department, also talked with them on production and way of inecreasing
beef production in Iee County, different methods of financing beef feeding
operations and better feeding and management practices.

Locker Flants:

This Department has worked very closely with the locker plants in North
Carolina and covering the majority of them. The following map shows the
counties in which we have worked with the locker plants in North Carolina.
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There are some 98 plants in which we will try to work in the remainder of
them during the coming year. We have assisted the locker plants in several
ways, perhaps the one that has shown more benefit to the farmer and consumer
is the program that we have been working on, one the best ways of cutting
and using beef carcasses. In the past right many of the carcasses have been
of low quality and all have been cub on the band saw and no boning done at
all. Since the quality of cattle is increasing steadily and now a large
volume of good and choice grade cattle are coming into the locker plants

to be processed for home use, it is necessary to work with the locker plant
operators in the correct way of cutting and boning of parts of these carcasses
to make a better product for the consumer.

Another phase to our program with locker plants is curing meats country
style and prevention of insect damage to cured meats. Ve have had several
complaints in the state that locker plant meat is not satisfactory in that
it is too salty or does not have the right flavor. After working with these
plants for a year, we have found that right many of the complaints are not
justified in that the farmer does not know how to handle the meat after he
takes it from the locker plant, especially that meat that is cured during
the months of April and May. Some locker plants have recommended bagging
methods to prevent insect damage of meats that are leaving their plant, also
they are holding this cured meat for 30 additional days after cwring to allow
for salt equalization so that the meat might be held at atmospheric temperatures
without becoming sowred or off-flavored.

We have also worked with some of the locker plants on cost of operation
and profit and loss statement. A lot of the plants do not keep adequate
records to show whether they have made profit or loss on each operation
and we are working with some of these plants to assist them in a method
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of bookkeeping so that they might have a better set of records with which to

evaluate their operations at the end of the year.
Assistance To Packing Companies:

We have been working with the packing companies and assisting them in
any way we can with their operations. The companies that we have worked with
during the past year have been Curtis Packing Company of CGreensboro, New Bern
Provision Company at New Bern, and Pledmont Packing Company at Hillsboro.

We have been assisting these companies on problems that arise, especially
through storage of cured meats. The one problem that we had in the Curtis
Pqekﬂng Company was that of processed meats frosting on the outside when
held for a short period of time. During my visit to Chicago and a visit
to the Visking Corporation, I obtained the information that I believe has
helped to solve the problem at Curtis Packing Company. There have been
similar problems in these companies that we have given assistance in.
Curing Hams: :

There have been several requests during the past year from folks who
wish to go into the ham business in a small way. We have visited several
counties and have assisted on setting up a good program for curing hams,
especially for farmers who wish to handle up to 35 or LO hogs or those that
are purchasing up to 200 hams. The type of assistance given is recomenda=
tions on building a ham smokehouse and aging house, type and weight of hams
to purchase, method of curing, smoking and aging to prevent insect damage.
There is a great demand for high quality cured hams here in North Carolina
and it is felt that working with these commercial ham curing operations that
perhaps we can satisfy some of the demand for the high quality hams we now
have. These hams are in addition to all of those that are produced by the
locker plants and it is estimated that during the year of 1956-57 that these




commercial ham curers that we have worked with will produce over 100,000
hams. We feel that this is a way in which some small farms can increase
farm income by selling cureéd meats.

Assistance to Special CGroups:

During the past year we have held meetings at the Women's College in
Greensboro and since most of owr Home Demonstration Agents will come from
Woman's College, we felt that it would be of utmost importance to hold
meats meeting with the Home Economics classes in these schools to assist
them on giving more meats training to their graduates. Te have held such
meetings at Meredith College and Woman's College in Creensboro. We have
Zastern Carolina College set up for our schedule this coming winter.

83 .
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GENERAL

FARM AND HOME DEVELOPMENT AND PROGRAM PROJECTION

Counties with Farm and Home Development were assisted during the year
in planning programs for individual families based on the needs of the farm
family. Agents assigned to Fam and Home Development were given special
training in livestock produstion through office contasts, circular lstters
and meetings.

Eighty-eight counties were mailed letters with suggested material and
information to be used in Program Projection. This material was prepared by
the Animal Husbandry Extension Specialists based on the outlook for livestock
and the available land, labor and facilities in each county for increasing
meat animals. Sample of material for Pasquotank County is included, also
a map showing the counties that were assisted during 1956.

leetings are being held in each of the counties with the agents and
livestock leaders to discuss Program Projection and plan for a long range
livestock program.

A copy of a letter to one county follows with a map showing counties
receiving plans.
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Mr. 8. L. Lowery
mm:ty, North Carolina
Dear lir. Lowery:

This is in reply to your recent letter in regard to Program Projection
for your County. We feel that beef cattle and hogs offer an opportunity for
increasing farm income in your County. Sheep can be used on a small percent
of yowr farms to increase farm income, but we do not feel that sheep will ever
be very important in your County when compared with beef cattle and hogs.

The long time outlook for beef cattle and hogs is very good. This is due
to the fact that the numbers of both beef cattle and hogs are leveling off
following several years with numbers increasing. The number of brood sows
farrowing this spring is 2% or more smaller than the number that farrowed last
year and there is an indication that some farmers will become discouraged bé-
cause of low prices and sell breeding animals which in the long run will help
those that stay in the hog business.

The consumption of meat is at a high level and is expected to continue
to increase; for example, 69 pounds of beef was consumed per person in 1910,
58pomdaofbee!‘in1920.h8pmmdlin1930,Qspomdsinlﬂxo,&pomda
in 1950, and 81 pounds in 1955.

Pork consumption has varied since 1900, with low peaks and high peaks,
with 1940 being 73 pounds per person, making this year one of the highest
years on record. 1953 and 195k were both low years with only 60 pounds being
consumed per person in 195h. In 1955 there was an increase with 66 pounds
being consumed and it is expected that 67 or 68 pounds of pork will be cén=
sumed per person this year, which means that some of the lost market for
pork is being regained and with the production of the meat type hog, the
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increase in pork consumption is expected to continue.

We feel that your cattle program would be divided into two classes.
First, cow and calf program for farmers that can keep at least 15 cows as we
feel that a farmer considering a cow and calf program should be able to pro=-
vide feed and pasture for at lsast 15 cows. A smaller mumber than this would
not be a practical unit and it would be better far the farmer to consider
cattle feeding or some other class of livestock. The cow and calf program
is a very safe program, but it is limited to farms that havelarge acreage
that can be devoted to the cattle program. The following are a few sugges—
tiong for the cow and calf program if the farmer is to make money:

1. Turn the bull in with the cow hard lMarch 1, and leave through April
nhd May. December and January calves make the most money for the
farmer.

2. Castrate, dehorn and vaccinate calves at an early age.

3. Creep feed calves if cows do not give enough milk during summer
months to produce a good calf.

Lhe Cull cows that do not raise a good calf.

5. Provide plenty of pasture and hay or silage for the cow herd.

6. Winter, whenever possible, on field gleanings or accumulated pasture.

7. Sell calves through Feedqr Calf Sales.

8. A good goal to strive for is a 500 pound calf on October l.
FATTZNING CATTLE FOR MARKET:

Fattening cattle for market offers an opportunity on many of your
farms and we feel that Pasquotank County has great possibilities for more
cattle feeding. Your County can follow a plan of full feeding of grain in
dry lots, as you have plenty of corn to sell, but we feel the safest program
for a farmer is the following program:
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1. Purchase calves weighing at least 450 - 550 pounds or, still

better, start with 600 - 700 pounds yearling calves.

2. Use field gleanings in the fall of the year to get some cheap gains

on calves. Accunulated fescue pasture makes good fall grazing.

3. Feed enough grain during winter months to produce one pound of gain

per day, making maximum use of accumulated pasture and other roughage.

L. Continue grazing through spring and early summer, feeding a small

amount of grain.

5. The grain should be increased some time during May to approximately

6 pounds per day, feeding the cattle for 90 to 120 days on pasture
and sell during summer months.

I realize that a large per cent of your farmers will be interested in
feeding cattle in dry lot and I believe that they can make money by buying
calves, feeding them in dry lot with cheap grain and selling through organized
sales on a weight and grade basis.

HOGS:

Hogs offer an oppoertunity for many of your farmers to increase farm in-
come as you have markets and many of your farmers have had experience in grow=
ing and feeding hogs. The hog enterprise is well adapted to any sigze farm,
but the farmers that can keep at least five brood sows will be much easier
%o work with in developing a program of feeding, breeding, housing and
management.

The following sugcestions may help in planning your swine program:

1. Use a meat type hog, regardless of breed.

2. Save more pigs by using electric brooders, farrowing stalls ad good

houses. Only six pigs out of ten farrowed ever reach the market.
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letter to Mr. S. L. Lowery - Continued

3.

L.
5-
6.

Te

Farrow in January and February so that hogs will be ready for
market during summer months, the second farrowing would be in
late summer.s

Creep feed pigs.

Vaccinate pigs at 6 weeks of age to control cholera.

Internal parasites cause a big loss and farmers could increase
their income by doing a better job of sanitation.

Market hogs at around 210 = 220 pounds and encourage selling hogs
on grade basis.

I believe it would help, after you hold your meetings on Program Pro-

Jjection, to get a committee of beef cattle producers and swine producers

appointed to help in working out the details of your program and in giving
the program some publicity.

We have not made out our schedule for May, but we will be glad to assist
and will ses that you have scmeone to Jjudge your cattle and hogs.

Very truly yours,

dack Kelley, In Charge
Animal Husbandry Extension
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BETTER SIRES CONTEST

The Better Sires Contest, sponsored by the North Carolina Hereford
Areeders' Association, Aberdeen-Angys Freeders' Association, Swine Freeders'
Association, Sheep Breeders' Association, in cooperation with the HNorth
Carolina Extension Service, has encouraged the placement of purebred beef
bulls, purebred boars and purebred rams. Points for plaeing purebred sires
were determined by the livestock population in esch county in the state
with counties receiving more points for each sire placed if the livestock
population was low in the county. Counties with a high livestock population
received fewer points.

Hertford County won the contest for the second year with a total of 621
points. Martin County was second with a total of 539 points and Watauga was
third with 415 points.

Hertford County was given 9 points for each purebred sire placed with
Hartin getting 7 points and Watauga 5 points. Reports were made on form
furnished by the Extension Service and the contest was supervised by the
Animal Husbandry Extension Specialists.

L=H LIVESTOCK JUDOING CONTEST

Hineteen county L~H Club teams competed in an elimination contest held
at the State Fairgrounds July 23, 1956. The number of teams competing was
the same as last year, but below the number competing in 1953 and 1954. The
four high teams were selected to come bgek to the State Fair on October 19,
and compete in a final contest to deternmine the state wimer. Haywood County
was high scoring team in the elimination contest with 1167 points out of a
possible 1350. Rowan County was second with 1159 points, Edgecombe County
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was fourth with 1122.

Haywood was allowed to represent North Carolina at the Atlantic Rural
in Richmond as a consolation prize for having the high team. In this con-
test they placed third.

At the State Final Contest on October 19, Edgecombe nosed out Haywood
for the State Champion by only L points and was selected to represent North
Carolina in the National Livestock Judging Contest, held in connection with
the International Livestock Exhibition in Chicago on November 2L. Edgecombe
scored a total of 1109 out of a total of 1350 points. Haywood was close be-
hind with 1105 points for second place, Forsyth was a weak third with 1037 and
Rowan was fourth with 928 points.

In addition to the State elimination contest and final contest, three
other livestock judging contests were held on a district basis in North
Carolina in 1956. On April L, 1956, a judging contest was held in connec-
tion with the Rocky Mount County Fat Stockthow with eleven L~ and FFA teams
competing. This contest was won by the Wilson County team. Other teams
competing in this event in the order of their placing were lenoir, Perqui-
mans, Halifax, Edgecombe, Cooper's FFA, Pasquotank and West Edgecombe FFA.

On April 11, a L=H and FFA livestock Judging Contest was held in con-
nection with the Kinston Fat StockS how. The Edgecombe County L=H team won
this contest. The teams competing placed in the following order: Edgecombe,
Ienoir, Halifax, Tyrrell, Perquimans, Chowan, Columbus, Wilson, Pasquotank,
New Hanover, Pink Hill FFA and Pamlico.

On May 12, a livestock Jjudging contest was held in connection with the
Elizabsth City Fat Stock Show. Perquimans County team won the contest and
the following teams competed and placed in the order listed: Tyrrell, Chowan,
Perquimans FFA, Pasquotank and Camden FFA.
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INDIVIDUAL HIGH SCORES FOR THE CONTEST:

Watt Cobb Guilford Lk
Jerry Bullock Edgeccmbe Lo2
Bernard lennon Columbusg 398
Neal Kelly Haywood 392
HIGH INDIVIDUAL SCORES ON HOGS
Neal Kelly Haywood b6
Murry Corriher Rowan 146
Sam Turner Northampton s
Watt Cobb Guilford Uik

HIGHEST INDIVIDUAL SCORES ON SHEEP

John Coble Rowan 139
Jimmy Rouse Lenoir 138
Wayne Hutchins Forsyth~ 136
Watt Cobb Cuilford 136

HIGHEST INDIVIDUAL SCORES ON BEEF CATTIE

Bernard lemnnon Columbus 7
Grant Mengum Wilson h6
Jerry Bulluck Bdgecombe w6
Nelson Corriher Rowan s

HIGHEST SCORING TEAMS ON HOGS

Rowan County Lot
Northampton County  LOl
Haywood County 385

Edgecombe County 376
HIGHEST SCORING TRAMS ON SHEEP

Rowan County 382
Guilford County 368
Wilson County 366

Edgeconbe County 359
HICHEST SCORING TEAMS ON BEEF CATTLE

1. Columbug County 118
2. BEdgecombe County Log
3. Haywood County Los
Forgyth County 380

96.
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l=H LIVESTOCK CONSERVATION DEMONSTRATION

Livestock Conservation Demonstrations continued to be a popular L-H
Club project in North Carolina in 1956. A total of 20 teams competed in
the District Elimination Contest throughout the state. The wimner of each
District Contest competed in the State Final Contest held at State College
on July 27, in connection with State L~ Club week.

The Final Contest was won by a team from Pitt County: Horace Corbett
and larry Dilda with a demonstration entitled "$1,000,000 Grub Steak."
Horace and Larry's demonstration represented North Carolina in the National
Livestock Conservation Demonstration Contest in Chicago on November 26. This
was an outstanding demonstration and demonstrated very effectively the damage
done to livestock by the cattle grub and the steps that could be used to con-
trol them.

The team scored the third highest number of points in the National Con-
test and was in the blue ribbon group of winners.
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LIVESTOCK CONSERVATION TEAMS - 1956
A 20, 159
Buncombe County
Van Burrece, Route 3, Candler, Nerth Carolina
Eddie Holeombe, Route 3, Candler, North Carolina
Henderson County
John Christy, Route 5, Hendersonville, North Carolina
Transylvania County
Tommy Shuford, Penrose, North Carolina
SOUTHEASTERN DISTRICT
dJune 19, 1956
Robeson County
Frank Morrison, Route 2 , Maxton, North Carolina

SOUTHWESTERN DISTRICT
]

Burle Cownty
Jack Poteat, Route L, Morgmton, North Carolina
NORTHWESTERN DISTRICT
June 21, 1956
Davidson County
larry Ray, Route 2, Thomasville, North Carolina
Jdeffery MoKimen, Route 2, Thomasvills, North Carolina
Forsyth County
yark Raby, Route 1, Rural Hall, Nerth Carolina
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NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT
dJune 22, 1956

Greene County

William Stallings
Johnston County

Jerry Langdon, Route 1, Smithfield, North Carolina
lenoir County

Frank Rouse, Route L, Kinston, North Carolina

Heber Roy Taylor, Route li, Kinston, North Carolina
Northanpton County

Sam Turner
Pitt County

Horace Corbett, Fountain, North Carolina

Larry Dilda, Fountain, North Carolina
Wake County

Joe Temple, Ralsigh, North Carolina

EASTERN DISTRICT
July 6, 1956

Porquimans County

Julian Howell, Route 2, Hertford, North Carolina
Pasquotank County

Henry Temple, Route 3, Elizabeth City, North Carolina
Chowan County

Billy Goodwin, R. F. D., Edenton, North Carclina
Carteret County

Richard Garner, Route 2, Newport, North Carolina

Paul Wade, Route 2, Newport, North Carolina
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LIVESTOCK SCHOQLS

The county agents in 38 counties were assisted with Livestock Schools
during 1956. 1,321 attended the 38 schools making an average of 3L.7 per
school. The schools were arranged on a two hour peried, scheduled from 10
to 12 in the morning and 1:30 to 3:30 in the afterncon so that two counties
could be scheduled per day.

The first hour of the period was used by Specialists to discuss problems
of livestock production and managemsnt with special emphasis on cattle feeding
and the meat type hoge The second hour was in the form of a panel discussion
with the county agents serving as the Moderator with Specialists, farmers and
local veterinarians serving on the panel. This type of meeting seems very
interesting for the farmers as they had an opportunity to discuss problems
of their owm that was not covered by the Specialists in the first hour program.

The following map shows comties that held schools in 1956.
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COOPERATION OF AND WITH OTHER AGENCIES

State Extension Specialists, L-H Clubs, Agronomy, Entomology, Agricultural
Engineering, Agricultural Economics, Farm Management, Marketing, Extension
Animal Husbandry Specialists of United States Department of Agriculture,
Agricultural Stabalization, Farm Credit Administration, Farmers liome Adminis-
tration, Soil Conservation Service, Bureau of Animal Industry.

MISCELLANEOUS

North Carolina Bankers Association, North Carolina Department of Agri-
culture, Chamber of Commerce, Civic Clubs, Local and State Veterinarians,
Sunbean Corporation, Sears-Roebuck Foundation, Railroads and Power Companies,
Farmers Cooperative Exchange, Allied Farmers Cooperative, North Carolina Cotton=-
seed Products Association, Iivestock Auction Markets, Packing Plants (both local
and out~of-state), State and National Breed Associations, Plant Food Institute,
Vocational Agriculture Teachers, Representatives of Feed Companies, State Farm
Organizations, Specialists from other states.
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EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL

The Animal Husbandry Extension Department preparcd the following educae
tional material in 1956 for county agents, farmers and L=H Club members:

1.
2.
3.
L.
5.
6.
7e
8.
9.

Program Frojection material.

Farm and Home Development material.

Material for Feeder Calf Sales.

Slides on Beef Cattle, Sheep and Swine and Meats. '
Material for County Agents to use for news articles, radioc and T. V&.
Monthly newsletters to agents conducting sheep production projectse
Fat Cattle material.

Animal Husbandry Newsletter.

L=l Judging material

News articles for ixtension Editor and State College Radio Station.
Consuner educational material.

Circulars:

a. Curing Hams Country Style

be Feeding Cattle for Markst

€. LeH Swine Production Manual

d. Cutting, Carving, Cocking Country Style Hame.




