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The Coastal Plains and Tidewater sections of North Carolina

were, prior to tick eradication, the possessors of relatively large

herds of plain cattle. Tick eradication had a marked unsettling effect

and many cattle owners sold their herds, thinking that dipping and the

expense of fencing would more than offset any profits that might be de-

rived from the business. Another retarding factor was the prevalence

of land ownership in large tracts of either out over timber or land

being operated by tenants.

In 1930 when this cooperative effort was started there was

some interest being shown in beef cattle and other livestock. This

interest was, on the one hand, in cattle raising on an extensive scale

on land that was producing no revenue, and on the other hand in livestock

as an adjunct to cash crop farming. Progress was being handicapped,

however, due to a dearth of knowledge relative to breeding, feeding,

and management methods most practical under existing conditions..

‘ The foregoing gives very briefly some idea of the multiplicity

of problems that demanded study before much progress could be made in the

livestock field.
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