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AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE
Agricultural Engineering

Specialist
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK IN AGRICULTURE 8: HOME ECONOMICS

NORTH CAROLINA STATE COLLEGE ‘ RALEIGH. NORTH CAROLINA
Harsh 6, 1961

TO IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT DISTRIBUTORS

Gentlemen:

Nb longer is a devastating drought required in order to sell a substantial
volume of irrigation equipment in North Carolina. Farmers are adopting
this practice based on their knowledge of its value. I want to thank you
for the important part you have played in bringing about this change in
attitude. I have every reason to believe that the results we see were
made possible by the cooperation of you in industry with a general educa-
tional program. '

Last year was a record breaking year for flue cured tobacco production in
North Carolina. The over-all state average was 1852 lbs. per acre. Wayne
County was the highest producing county with an average of 21h? lbs. per
acre. The number of farmers who averaged over 3000 lbs. per acre was so
large that even this enormous yield seemed to lose significance -- and yet

North Carolina farmers purchased $2,152,000 worth of irrigation
equipment during 1960.

The general opinion expressed concerning cost of equipment per crop acre
was that 3300 should be allowed. On this basis

7,170 acres were added to the irrigated acreage in 1960.

Since January 1, Ronald Sneed, our recently employed irrigation specialist,
and I have attended a number of irrigation dealer training meetings and a
larger number of farmer meetings. In every instance we have found interest
at a high pitch; and, more thrilling yet, we are finding better informed
people. They are becoming more conscious of the need for application rates
to suit the soil, along with other fundamental design principles.

In one county the county agricultural agent stated that in spite of the
fact that farmers were standing in line to get ponds constructed, the lack
of ponds would prevent some of his farmers from irrigating this year even-
though they wanted to.

The attached sheet brings our annual estimates up to date; and again I would
like to call your attention to the fact that you sold over $2,000,000 worth
of equipment during a year when the growing season was so favorable that
new record yields were established. ‘

Sincerely yours,

H. M. Ellis, In Charge
Extension Agricultural Engineering

HME:s
Ens.

2/?



SPRINKLER IRRIGATION DI NORTH CAROLINA

Number of sprinkler systems in use 1952 *96 .Acres irrigated *2,000

Number of sprinkler systems in use 1953 *1600 .Acres irrigated *15,000

Number of sprinkler systems in use 195k 27Gb Acres irrigated 25,h23

Number of sprinkler systems in use 1955 *3790 Acres irrigated *36,000

Number of sprinkler systems in use 1956 *h050 Acres irrigated *38,500

number of sprinkler systems in use 1957 *h370 Acres irrigated *hl,500

Number of sprinkler systems in use 1958 *h636 Acres irrigated *hh,500

Number of sprinkler systems in use 1959 *5705 Acres irrigated *5h,200

Number of sprinkler systems in use 1960 *6h60 Acres irrigated *61,h00

1959 figures were based on gross sales of $2,h16,000, adding 9700 acres at $250.

1960 figures were based on gross sales of $2,152,000, adding 7200 acres at $300.

Figures through 1956 were furnished Dr. Ivan weed, January 26, 1957. At that
time estimates for 1966 were made as follows:

Number of sprinkler systems in use 1966 *9800 Acres irrigated *88,500

*Estimate

Compiled by H. M. Ellis, In Charge
Extension Agricultural Engineering
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