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Students, faculty and staff gathered at
aftemoon to discuss and reflect on the
place Tuesday moming.

Ayren Jackson
September 13, 2001

The images will Undoubgedly remain
in our minds for years to come — tear-
ful faces, ragingfires, dust and rubblg
innocent victims.and the destruction
histdfical world jJandmarks. Tuesd
Sept. 11, 2001 iS'#l day not to be fogli

attacked the coumry, directly a
n—cﬂy affecting the

honor those who per-

ﬂ! gl
ished in these attacks in New York,

. fo 2:20 p.m. on Wednesday ta
lhe entire campus community to

nky can come together," said senio
‘Milind Kulkarni. “it's amazing we cando
this in the face of such tra|
With three sides of Reynald
Coliseum packed nearly to capacity,
students, faculty and staff were give:
an opportunity to respond and reflect]
on the tragic events of the previous day.
“At first | felt hopelessness [about]
the attacks] and then once | heard ho
students felt...it was uplifting and | fell
we could finally move forward," said
junior, and student volunteer D.J. Fish.
While the country searched fol
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Jimmy Ryals

efit financial

the

programs serves to softer students

No student would be adversely affected [by

the tuition incres or worse off than they are

in their current situation.” said Fox about the
proposed increase in capacity of financial aid

The tui

n increase “does not harm the stu

dent’s ability 1o attend the university.” Fox said

Willie urged the board 1o pledge a set per
centage of increase revenue to financial aid,
specifically 50 percent. Fox countered by pledg
ing that the board would "hold luudrné}urm-
less,” although the percentage for financial aid
money is unclear

"l ask the board to maintain the spirit of what

technician

uition increase; BOG hike possible

%
e wi
¥ new mecting
ate fal
going

which WKNC's new 3

Once operation
nerease WKNC's wattage from 3,000 to
5.000, “gwving them the sume runge as most

Malone suid
Rosalind

reported 1o the board that Chair-elect Carol

commercial stations

*Staff Senate Chair Thomas
Apperson has had to resign her position because
of a promotion that makes her incligible to
serve

*The Board of Trustees ended its meeting by
going into closed session to discuss & student
appeal and the possible naming of university
facilities




The two-hour discussion, moderated by

William Leftwich Il festured student panelists

and eudience participation.

Ayren Jackson and Jerry Moore
April 26, 2002

As members of the N.C. State community
review recent race-related events. university
administrators, spear-headed by the Office of
the Provost, held a campus-wide discussion
Thursdsy morning in the Witherspoon Student
Center Cinema.

"As an scademic community, we have a
responsibility to help students, faculty and staff
learn to engage in constructive racial dialogue,”
sated Provost Stuart Cooper in a press release.
“We are dedicated to free expression and debate
a5 a means of secking knowledge and under-
standing. and to the principles of civility,
respect and tolerance that must guide our dis-
cussions and debates, bo(h in the clasroom and
in our largse community.”

William Lefiwich 111, former deputy amistant
secretary of Defense for Equal Opportunity in
the Clinton administration. moderated the dia-
logue, which was attended by approximately 300
students, faculty and staff members despite its 10
a.m. start time.

In addition to previously moderating
approximately 75 similar dislogues, Lefiwich
directed the development and coordination of
equal opportunity policies affecting civilian
employees and military personnel in three mili-
tary departments and 14 agencies within the
Department of Defense. He was commended
twice for his participation in President Clinton’s
“One America Conversations”™ Initiative on
Race.

-Thi

is not going to be th

to everything,” said Lefiwich, before introduc-
ing the student panclists. "But we do want to
generate some enthusisam.”

Chancellor Marye Anne Fox noted that in
addition to a forthcoming racial climate survey,
discussions similar to "A Campus Dislogue on
Race™ will continue during subsequent semes-
ters.

N.C. State hosts A Campus Dialogue on Race’

“The issue on this camps
began one panelist bluntly.

One panelist challenged administrators to
offer more Native American courses at NCSU.

“What happens when you never see anyone of
your color in your textbooks?” asked one pan-
“And what are the effects of always secing
someone of your color in your textbooks?”

Some panelists had their own definition of
racism, often reflective of their own experi-
ences.

“Racism is institutional privilege coupled
with institutional power,” said one.

“Racism goes both ways,” retorted another.

Student panelists also shared their experi-
ences with other students of different races at
NCSU.

“I don't want to be colorblind.” mid one
panclist. “Because if we are colorblind, then we
will forget each other's heritage.”

“The dynamic change of a community is right
here — not in government or the White House,”
said Leftwich. "But there is no pill we can take
tonight and wake up in the morning and every-
thing be OK. This is a project; this is something
we have to deal with every single day.”

Following the panclists’ statements, Leftwich
opened the floor for audience reaction. The
first of 19 speakers stepped to the microphone at
11:25 a.m.

Most of the contributors offered their own
insights and feelings about diversity-related
issues on campus. Lefiwich had to remind eager
and verbose speakers to be concise several times
and eventually imposed a 30-second time limit
10 ensure that a significant number .r...dm
members could participate.

Students and other members el‘ the NCSU
community from many backgrounds put for-
ward their opinions. They spoke about » wide
range of topics including racial sereotypes,
guilt, education, religion and respect.

The tension in the auditorium rose notice-
ably when junior Tiffani Jacksdn directly
addressed Ch dlor Fox, who sat near the

s not diversity.”

Tt is racism.”

elist.

The panel was comprised of app e
25 wudents representing various majors, organ-
ixations and races.

“We usually talk sbout race in 2 comfortable
environment, where whites talk with whites,
blacks talk with blacks, Hispanics wlk with
. .” said Lefiwich. "There is 2 lot we
h—..u.-o.m-u:

Leftwich asked the panclists, who led the dis-
cussion. to be brief, and to "bring up the
issues.” In addition, he requested that the pan-
elists “be frank, with an eavironment of non-
attribution.”

front of the room. Jackson demanded Fox
explain what sction was being taken in response
to & Feb. 19 incident that took place between »
white female and 2 black male, both students in
a political science class taught by Philip Munos.
Lefiwich stepped in and fielded the question
himself, but Jackson was persistent in asking the
for a response. Lefiwich tried 10 calm
heated situation by explaining the purpose
of Thursday's meeting.
“It's about not only that issue but a myriad of
others,” he said. "Our goal is to identify issues

to be addressed more specifically. | know this
issue will be dealt with.”

Several speakers afier Jackson implied. some
more overtly than others, that they 100 wanted
some sort of immediate, direct response from
the administration. Some said they had been led
to believe by media outlets, including
Technician, that this would be a part of the dia-
logue.

[Editor's note: At no point did Technician
state Thursday's event would address any specif-
ic incident.]

Lefiwich again tried to asure concerned
members of the audience and settle the situa-
tion.

“We understand the urgency.” he said. "We
know it's important and needs leadership atten-
tion. But it's not something that will happen
right here in this suditorium. | have faith in this
administration.”

Later in the session, Sanford Kessler, associ-
ate professor of political science. used his time
to defend Munoz and his peers in the College of
Humanities and Social Sciences.

"My colleagues have always trested students
with respect,” Kesler sid. “People have been
unfairly maligned. We must make sure the
appropriate means are used to address these
problems.” .

Near the end of the event, Gail O'Brien,
associaste dean in CHASS, also spoke for her
department in relstion to recent events and
Jackson's concerns.

“We deal with a lot of tough issues,” O'Brien
said. "We did not come here with the intention
of betraying you. We have tried to follow the
procedures [in desling with recent incidents].
I'm sorry that you feel 50 upset.

“I also want to thank everybody for their
comments. They haven't all made me comfort-
able, but they have made me think.”

Lefiwich took the floor again for approxi-
mately 10 minutes of closing comments after
more than two hours of discussion. He attempt-
ed to summtarize the dislogue's goals and results.

I know there is still frustration,” Leftwich
said. “T'm positive that there will be a resolution
— not only on one specific isue but on others
around this thriving institution.

“Today was an attempt to start the process of
engaging students. 1t is a learning process for all
of us. We must maintain our passion for this
process, but we must also professionalize our
approach. ;

“We have learned something sbout ourselves,
but this cannot be the last discussion.”



Shelton puts leadership in forefront of initiative

General Hugh Shelton's new student initiative

will ultimately involve him retuming periodically

Perrin Fourmy
January 17, 2002

to N.C. State to help conduct seminars and e i

meetings with other caliber leaders. .

her indi

1 le

who have

wn outstanding success

weir fields. He said

that much of the path will
be determined according
to where the needs lie

Shelton n
ides that eventually the
will
beyond the boundaries of

NCSLU

orced the

initiative spread

and throughout
North Carolina, but that
the major focus will always
remain with the students.
He also said that the pro
gram will take advantage of
the statewide network of
support
the NCSU outreach pro

grams and local commu

which includes

nity-based programs like
JROTC and ¢-H
Shelton, &

North
photo by Jash Michel Carolina native from Speed, a small town near
Tarboro. spoke before a large crowd at Stewart
Theater on Monday. Among others who spoke at
the ceremony were State Representative Edith
Warren, who represents Shelton's home district
Chancellor Marye Anne Fox, the deans of sever
al colleges and many students and alumni. Vice
Chancellor Steve Jones of Extension
Engagement gave Shelton’s introduction, where
he pronounced the new initiative as an opportu
aity to “learn leadership skills from a man who
is one of the most powerful symbols of excel-
lence.”

Shelton recently retired from the Army after
serving 40 years. The general graduated in 1963

from NCSU with a

gree in textile engineer

whic e people saw
uccess, Shelton said thai
me ethics and integrit
were reinforced s

schools | attended, the 4-H club and this uni
versity

I have been to 47 states and over a hundred
countries, but North Carolina is what provided
said Shelton

ative is about providing

me a great foundation

He said that this ing

those people with an opportunity to succeed
where they otherwise would not get the chance
“Many individuals have the potential for leader
ship but no opportunity. The results will tie back
into the economic development of the whole
state, because when you produce leaders, the
odds of them working hard and coming back to
North Carolina is very high

After Shelton spoke about the future of his
new initiative, he took time to accept questions
from the audience

Brad Dixon, who is an NCSU student, fellow
constituent of Edith Warren and also a member
of the 4-H club, asked how this initiative would
help 1o develop rural North Carolina, where he
is from. Shelton replied by saying that the goal is
to try to bring in people from rural areas
including Eastern North Carolina, who will
then return (o those areas 1o develop the sur-
rounding areas. Shelton mentioned areas like
the Global TransPark and said that thi

term program meant to develop the leaders of

3 long

tomorrow

Crispin Burke. s member of the NCSU Army
ROTC., asked about Shelton's thoughts on the
idea of whether leadership and potential leader
ship abilities should be considered as factors
when cvalusting candidates for admission o
NCSU. Shelton. who had previously discussed
this situation in relation to admitting people
into the military. said that it was important to

keep « high standard, but that there are times
when there are small gray areas. In those situa-
tions leadership ability is definitely something
hat should be taken into consideration

were » few questions about Shelton's

urrent war on terrorism and

ng up college

agreed with them

he military for years 0 preserve th

not

dispoal' (- sopnhet
mikitary. Although be :
the gampaign. he said tha he is sure for
e ATHIRE Seopte ening ofTHE L

rorism,

5 6

er involved ir

n Singapore
much more is happening beneath the surface to
keep the country safe

As an NC

education here opened doors. | was required to

J alumnus, Shelton said, “my

ke ROTC for two years, which gave me a great

sense of discipline.” A combination of that edu
cation and discipline is what Shelton considers
the greatest things he got from NCSU

Recognizing that there is a money shortage in
the university system right now, a number of
endowments have been started in Shelton's
name to raise money for the program, chaired
by former presidential candidate and Texas bil
lionaire H. Ross Perot. Making use of the con
nections he made throughout his career, the
money donated will be put into a trust fund for
use years from now so that the initiative will be
secure

Although Shelton will not have a lot of time
to devote to the initiative in the first 12-18
months. he said that he has not ruled out 1aking
a full-time position with NCSU at some future
time. Dr. Tom Stafford, vice chancellor of stu
dent affairs, said that

he relationship between
Hugh Shelton and N.C. State is evolving. but it
will be limited in the first few years, eventually
developing more.”

Shelton shared his current plans with stu
dents, saying, "Right now | am going to use my
experience and skills that I learned in the armed
forces and in the corporate world, and then
maybe in five or six years I'll retire.”

Currenty. Shelton works with a company in
Virginia that has a worldwide patent on mobile
trailers used in building fabrication

Special to Technician. Spaine Stephens con-
tributed to this article.
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Former prime minister highlights current global issues

A sold-out crowd listened to for-
mer Prime Minister of Pakistan
Benazir Bhutto discuss an amay of
topics from terrorism to her per-
sonal struggle for democracy.
Mok & 200"
Bhutto

Minister of Pakistan. addressed a sold-out audi

Benazir twice-elected  Prime
ence in Stewart Theater on Monday night as part
of a week-long series of events called "Exploring

Islam and the Muslim World." sponsored by the

nternational Studies Committee of the College

of Humanities and Social Sciences

Bhutto's address. titled "Terrorism. Isl,

Democracy and the West.” covered topics rang
ing from the events of Sept. 11 to her struggle for

democracy while in office

We meet together at an extraordina

dangerous time.” Bhutto said in her opening
remarks

She then offered her condolences to America
after the Sept. 11 terrorist atacks. "You
|America] are the beacon of democracy

Because Bhutto studied at Har

for four years. she has personal

rd University

€3 10 the coun
try she “learned and flourished in
Bhutto

America are not fighting for |

said the terrorists that attacked

but for

themselves. She noted that the vast majority of
Islam is against violence

"Thes

defeated. terrorists will be destroyed

re enemies of humanity. they will be
Bhutto
said. "There is nothing noble in their actions.

1 took them on and paid a price,” she said
"My regret is that we were unable to unravel
them completely.”

As Prime Minister, Bhutto made many con
tributions to Pakistan. She extradited terrorists,
introduced privatization to the country's indus.
increased literacy by
one-third, fought domestic violence and trained
100.000 primary school teachers, of whom 70
percent were women.

tries, eradicated polio

Bhutto is particularly proud of making
information systems available to her country
Citizens were introduced 1o cellular phones,
Internet, e-mail and even CNN.

“The extremists' greatest fear is the spread of
information, which chokes the oxygen of terror

what ca
Sin a
Pakistan. Th ant X
t Judges wer
ot the simple world we dreamed of

the Cold War. This is not the sin

£." Bhutto said. “Le

dreamed

casy. For me, leadership is a passior
L facing exile. Bh finds it d
traveling to share her message. She m

children, all under the age ¢

her husband, who is still being held hostage. He

s both widely beloved in P

tan and
known for corruption

The daughter
Minster to Pakist

1, Bhutto

ew up in pol
said Bhut
Bhutte

I was groomed for pe
Afier her

ather was executed

fate took over her life, and she took on & mission

to promote freedom injustice
In her speech. Bhutto me

of Wall Street jo

o the “brutal

decapitation al reporter
Daniel Pearl and finds the handling of the
investigation 10 be deeply saddening

How many September tiths? How many
Daniel Pearls?" she asked

As Bhutto neared the close of her sprech

she
offered advice

To the young students here: don't accept the
statax quo. don't accept 1o, don’t accept tradi

tional roles,” she said. "We have smashed many

glass ceilings. but we have many lefi to break




Education is
what you
make it

& Decker Ngongan
Novenmber 5.92llﬂ1

This seme 1 have

been in a class that has
challenged me to look at
and break down simple
representations in my life

We exam

many relationships and
Most
importantly to me. we look at ourselves and

the ideology they produce in society

exactly why we are here at school and what it is we
intend to accomplish here

In this overwhelming process of looking
inward with a eritical eye. | found a lot of stuff of
which 1 am unconscious but is expressed every
day. Why do we go to school? For me. school was
preparation for future endeavors or, more so
preparation to be successful. | have been on this
mission for success for some time now and am
well on my way. The problem with this thinking
is that | had no real definition of success upon
which to base my life’s mission. My ideas of suc
cess always referenced some monetary or materi
al value but never more than that

In this college setting. | believe we are being
brainwashed by our seemingly academic envi
ronment. Ifwe aren't grounded in our value sys
tems or beliefs, e can be swayed about what it is
we strive for. We can be motivated by someone
else’s dreams, failing in the four plus years of
education to identify our individual goals. In
taking this one class and beginning 1o look
inward, 1 have seen the ways in which | was
accepting such indoctrination and also rejecting
it. T have started t0 seriously look at where I want
10 go in life and at whether that goal has been
socially constructed.

What has education come to? As students, we
have accepted the role of mental sheep, being
led and learning only to regurgitate informa-
tion. never critically looking at its weight. In
history, we look at facts and spit them back out
for a test or a paper. never looking at the ways
history is being repeated or being overlooked in
our present day. In many of our future jobs we
will use little of this thing we call an education. |
know because | have worked as a teacher’s assis-
want in Charlotte. Education has become an
overwhelming burden of testing and meeting

equirements. The lesson plans are pre

or teachers these days. With the large

quirements, they h

ollege i anl work

this because v political science
i

aath class higher than precalculus. In the

work environment, most of what we must know

15 taught 10 us when we get a job in most occupa

tions. What does this leave us with — a wasted
ducation? It is only wasted if we focus all our
encrgies on this thing we call education. At
North Carolina State University, we have the
opportunity to expand and free our minds

Most days we do the exact oppaosite and lock our
minds into the lies many professors tell us. I call
them lies because we willingly accept everything
that is thrown at us here in school. Our profes

sors are speaking on what they know — we as stu-

dents must search to find our answers along with
theirs.

One thing | have learned most in this class is
that the majority of this really doesn’t matter.
North Carolina State University will one day
God willing, be such a small part of the person
who is Decker Ngongang. We stress so much
every day about grades that we lose sight of the
opportunity we have to shape our lives. Many
influences such as financial aid qualifications,
part time jobs and family circumstances can
change that, but in the big scheme of things, we
are just beginning our lives. This school is
merely a rough sketch for the masterpiece that
will mature into our lives. I fail here in order to
succeed later; | read now to recognize things |
once didn’t in hopes that my eyes will be a little
bit more open. I don't think perfection is possi
ble, but one finds personal perfeetion in being
critieal and conscious of the things that make us
who we are.

ity leaders
ave to
ecide future

Karl Smith
November 8, 2001

Two  nights  ago
Charles Meeker won the
Raleigh mayoral race. He
along with other recently
has

promised 1o combat the

clected progressives
low-density  suburban
sprawl that plagues so many cities in the New
South. They have promised to become more
pro-active in the fight against homelessness,
deforestation and mental illness in the Raleigh
community. Such a commitment is long over-
due

Raleigh is a city skating the edge between
mediocrity and greatness. [t's naturally pleasant
climate and advantageous position as capital of
the largest true southern state has given Raleigh
the distinction as one of the nicest places to live
in America. That stature combined with the
explosion of the technalogy sector and the sub
sequent growth of Research Triangle Park (RTP)
has fueled the booming expansion Raleigh has
seen over the lust few years. However, Raleigh's
prosperity could be its own undoing.

There are three directions in which Raleigh's
fature may head. First. and least likely, Raleigh
could fall into the trap most older eastern
seaboard cities have fallen in to: It will have a
poor and decaying urban center surrounded by
independent and affluent suburbs. This is the
worst of all possibilities. The crime rate would
skyrocket, the tax base would plummet and
homelessness would become an epidemic.
Everything that is good sbout Wake County
today would disappear.

Much more likely and almost as dangerous,
Raleigh will suffer the fate of other southern
boomtowns such as Dallas or Atlanta. Clear cut-
ting could remain unchecked. Downtown devel-
opment could languish, and Wake, Durham and
Orange Counties could mesh into » disorgan-
ized conglomeration of subdivisions and corpo-
eate parks.

The trend toward this direction has already
begun. North Raleigh is already a maze of
unconnected communities. The largest employ-
ment center in the area lies outside of the city,
and urban planning fiascos such as Glennwood

Avenue and Six Forks Road dot the Raleigh
landscape

Among the worst transgressions has o be the

debacle that is Trailwood and Tryon Though
the majority of Tyron Road lies outside of the
boundaries of Raleigh-proper, the lunacy in

sllowing literally thousands of people to

longside a three-mile strewch of a na

winding two-lane rosd must have been evident
s not uncommon to sec over a mile of traffic

halied 5o that one vehicle can make & lefi-hand

turn. Surely the city could have done something
to prevent this. Even if it could not have pre
vented this directly, the Raleigh City Council
could have insisted that the county do something
10 halt, if not prevent. this development

This is only the beginning of what could hap
pen. Though the economy is in « slump. there is
no doubt it will recover, and when it does, RTP

will again become one of the most attractive
locations for corporations to build. This lull is
perhaps Raleigh's best opportunity to combat
the problem
In addition to fixing mistakes, Raleigh has »
third option. It could become something new —
ded by
well-integrated mix of retail, commercial and
residential centers. Raleigh could become a col-
lection of sub-cities. each partially self-suffi-

a prosp: urban center

cient but all tied to a cultural and heavy com

mereial hub located downtown. Charlotte has
made strides o reinvent itself in that image, but
it 15 100 early to tell if it will be successful. Does
Raleigh have what it takes 10 buck the unfortu-
nate trend of southern metropolises? Only the
new city government can answer that question
Let's hope they answer well.




NCSU
students
could win
with lottery

e 2 Robert Jailall
i February 7, 2002

sttewsde lottery, an idea
Easley ran on before
becoming elected last year

North Caro

na legis

lature rejected the pro
posal, expressing opposition that has been con
sistent since 1983. This time around, Easley
suggests that  lottery could offset spending cuts
made due For

North Carolina college students, the right lot

o the recent budget shortfall

tery program could bring significant financial
relief. A lottery can create the “cheap as reason
ably possible”™ education students and student
leaders often unproductively pine for in the face
of significant, inevitable tuition increases

Since state lotteries first became popularly
implemented about thirty years ago, several
things about them are known to be true

Lotteries are a reliable way to generate
income for the state. Though resembling sales
taxes, also a “voluntary” tax scheme, the history
of lotteries in other states shows steady or

inereasing returns in revenue. "North Carolina

Insight,” a publication of the North Carolina
Center for Public Policy Research (the Center).
describes lotteries as “very small source of rev
enue but a fairly reliable source.”

Though making up small percentages of state
budgets (nationwide, .33 10 4.07 percent), rev-
enue from lotteries can be quite significant in
supplementing government funding. Virginia
estimates that 10 percent of its lottery revenue,
$100 million, comes from North Carolinians
crossing the border to buy tickets. This money
alone can be a valuable addition to the state’s
budget. being enough, for example, to pay fully
the twition of all in-state undergraduates at
NCSU.

Lottery advocates frequently note the great
results produced by lotteries for higher educa-
tion in New Mexico and Georgia. In these states,
college education has effectively attained the

constitutionally

ed North Ca

goal of providing cheap, universal education. As

man slinian

a result of Georgia's lottery-funded HOPE

schalarship program, a commendable amount

spending hay
P g

dget that does 1o

funding. Such ill

worse problems dow

fu

ng comes up short for critical programs

and the state has o §

crease taxes (o make up the

difference. This can have numerous side effects
including a possible hit 10 a state’s credit rating

The key to avoiding disaster again lies 1n what
Georgia lawmakers have done: lottery funds are
only carmarked for new programs that are not

Thus, the

state isn't put in the position of having to raise

funded by the regular state budget

taxes when times are tough because they relied
on a hidden voluntary tax system to support vital
programs.

Easley's lottery can mean a lot of things to
North Carolina students of all ages if the pro
gram is well designed and implemented. If law
makers are 100 squeamish to raise taxes outright
(by far, a better, more efficient way to raise rev
enue). a lottery, which has the largely feel-good
quality of being voluntary, s a good tool to use
in coping with the recent budget shortfall

Skatin
scanda
linked to
al-Oaida

Greg Volk
Febmiary 20, 2002

of two gold me

media coverage of "Ska

with the tight low of information es

President Bush as of late, ¢ s b

10 acknowledge what we all kniow: that ¢

figure skating judge is under invest n for

being tr by al-Quaida in

attempts 1o wreak

havoc in Olympic figure skating. the great
American pastime

French judge Marie Reine Le Gougne ini
tially claimed she was pressured 10 vote for the
Russians. This is exactly what the soldier of an
axis of evil would have us think. Remember the
decade-long war Russia had with Afghanistan?
Le Gougne and her cohorts certainly did and
Those silly

shaven and amoral Americans would never think

hoped we would too. semi-clean
that we would collaborate with the Russians
because, after all, we fought them fiercely for
years. the conspirators thought

Then, after plan A fell through, Le Gougne
and her partners in Operation Terrorize on lee
resorted to plan B, in which Le Gougne
announced that she had actually been pressured
1o vote for the Canadians

This is not unlike the behavior of the kidnap-
pers of Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel
Pearl. His abductors originally claimed that
Pearl was an agent of the CIA. Afier the CIA and
the Wall Street Journal proved he was not. they
revealed their plan B — that Pearl was a member
of an Isracli intelligence service. Israel has yet to
win a gold medal for figure skating. Coincidence
or conspiracy? You make the call

The perpetrators of this horrifying scandal
must know Americans inside and out. They must
know that we are fascinated by the slightest hint
of a scandal (a stained dress or some random

shredded memos), but also that we are obsessed
with "Surviv ’g
d have !
We w T
1 a
¥ '
War. And we hate th ans because, w
n nd 1 H,
k 1t by empathizing with

The most tragic part

is that we are blaming
CIA

al-Quaida figure-skating misinformation cells

French for the scan

dal, when

in fact telligence reveals that
exist right within our very own borders

And we haven't even begun 10 touch the tip of
the iceberg of the men's short track skating inci
dent. Have you ever noticed that Australia
Afghanistan and al-Qaida all have two “a’s™ in

common? Probably not. and that's exactly what

they want



Forever
changed

Larisa Yasinavskaya
September 13, 2001

ar head
Pentagon on
WWIIL We

have all read boc

How could thi

scene in an dction movie wers cc

lapsed into oblivion. Watchin
New York skyline was f

grew silent again. But of course

horror as ¢

ever changed. the wor
the silence was
broken by collupse of the second tower. Those
of us who saw it will remember it forever. It
crumbled perfectly down the center into obliv
ion. into nothing. Nothing but the masses of
dead who lie buried under the rubble.

We watched the cloud of smoke envelop New
York City better than any special effects movie
ever had

As we mulled the events of the last

d airliners were hijucked

d had erashed

st nation’s financial center and military

Also, the location made celebrating victories
casier. Students could carry the victory with
them all over campus, and the entire campus

became involved in the celebrations, since they

febest Toom
Interest of o
NCSU fans

& ¥ Kate Lingerfelt
% January 23, 2002

from

: kof
1i past. N.¢ ated ew mike
| into 4 new eru with its sw heard. The ESA will ne
gger, more e Entertainment Caliseum, however never have

Arena. We now have

arger se impact that Reynolds did because once the fans

acity, & big board that shows instant re
3 g a

started cheering and the seats started shaking. it

nd comfortabl rs. Just because something  was magic. Reynolds Caliseum will always be the

true home of the Wolfpack

is bigger. however, does not make it better
While the ESA is better for the basketball
program, especially with recruiting, it isn't the

best for NCSU fans. When it comes to the fans

Reynolds Coliseum wins, hands-down, and the
saddest part is that much of the student body has
never seen a men's basketball game in Reynolds

One of the best parts about Reynolds is its
location right in the middle of campus. More
freshmen could attend games at Reynolds, since
they didn't have to search around for rides, and
it made the games feel more student-oriented
rather than alumni-oriented
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Hot-shooting N.C. State pulled off the
ACC Tournament's higgest upset with
a win over No. 1 Maryland.

Jeremy Ashton
March 18, 2002

ed State in the final

the clock and draw
ACC-leading

ow line during

closer. The

ack, which

5.3 percent from the free
the regular season. suddenly couldn’t hit foul
shots. State made just 4-of-12 free throws down
the stretch, while the Terps forced a couple of
key turnovers to pull within three at 81-78.

In a matter of two minutes, State's lead had
nearly evaporated. but Hodge had the answer
With the shot clock running out, the heralded
freshman dribbled o his right. spotted up from
behind the 3-point arc and launched a line
drive shot. The ball didn't get very far above the
rim, but it swished through, doubling State's
lead and sending the crowd into a frenzy

“Julius just stepped up and made a great

photo by Jason ester
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Steve Thompson
January 24, 2002

N.C. State controlled the ball and made enough shots to roll to an 18-point
win at North Carolina, its largest win in Chapel Hill since 1962.

It was almost like playing in a home away

from home for us with all the red in the

stands.
Meanwhile

Carolina’s atrocious season

continued. Playing wit

»ut starters Jason
Capel and Jackie Manuel, Carolina (5-11, 1-5)
lost its sixth straight game to fall six games
below Also, the

Tar Heels have now lost six home games

500 for the first time ever.

another first for the program
It's a very frustrating, rough time,
UNC

something I've never done before.

said
"Losing to State is
And to
came in here and see all that red in the stands.

senior Kris Lang

that was really disappointing.”

State got out to a quick start, with Archie
Miller hitting a layup just 10 seconds into the
game. Carolina kept it close for the first four
minutes of the game. tr

ing only 8-7 with
16:31 remaining in the first half, but then the
Pack began to pour it on.

Miller started the run with two free throws,
which were followed by a runner in the lane by
Grundy. After two Jawad Williams free throws,
Miller and Julius Hodge countered with 3-
point baskets. A Hodge breakaway layup capped
the 12-2 run 1o give State a 20-9 lead.

Carolina responded with a 7-0 run of its
own, but four points would be the closest the
Heels would get for the rest of the game. With
State clinging to a 20-16 lead, Scooter Sherrill
knocked down & 3-pointer from the left wing.

time due to ¢

Melvin an

i Josh P

smates right now

doing a
heck of a job. | had one [3-pointer] off a feed

from [Evtimov]

i one off our set

offense, 3o they were

just open shots and |
made them
ded the Pack lead

1o double digits, where it would remain for the

A Grundy free throw extes

final 14:12 of the game. Miller and Grundy
second-half
points. Grundy led the team with 21 points

combined for

of State's 35

overall, with Miller adding 20

1 think Herb's done a hell of a job,”
UNC coach Matt Doherty. “Miller and
provide 30 much more than just points and
The leadership on the
Miller is like & coach on the floor
with them.”

State shot 46.4 percent from the field and
31.6 percent from behind the 3-point line

said

Srundy

steals for that team

court

State had only seven turnovers for the game
while Carolina committed 16, 10 coming off
Pack steals. The Pack is now 13-0 when shoot
ing above 40 percent from the field and 12-0
when shooting above 30 percent from the 3-
point arc

With the win. State remains just a half-game
out of first place in the ACC. nearly midway
through the ACC season. The Pack faces
Temple this Saturday before hosting Wake
Forest next Wednesday.

"It was a hard-fought win, "
Herb Sendek. "1 knew it wasn't going to be
easy, and I'm just really pleased 1o get away with
a win today.”

said State coach

technician

The quest continues

One reporter takes her quest to be
the ultimate fan to UNC-Chapel Hill.

Carie Windham
January 29, 2002

At approximately 1800 hours, an efite task force of
N.C. State Wollpack fans assembled outside of Sullivan
Hail

Our mission was simple: infiltrate UNC-Chapel Hill in
order to demoraiize the Tar Heel raops and pump up the
Wolfpack squad. Our weapons of choice: one red and
white pom-pom, two blank signs and red uniforms. The
reward was crucial: furthor proof that | am the ultimate
fan

1800 Hours

Assembiing the troops; Outside of Sullivan, we begin
proparing for the journey into enemy territory.

If this were a true milkary mission, we would've
dressed like UNC-CH fans to camouflage our intentions.
Somathing like baby biue collared shirts or one of those
hideous “Doherty's Disciples” deats, but instead we don
bright red T-shirts and ribbons. Aftar all, we want our
intentions and our loyalties to be clearty known.

1900 Hours

En route to target. We hop in our conveyance, which
curiously looks like a Honda Civic, and begin the long
trek to Chapel Hill. Along the way, we try to amuse our-
soives by coming up with craative siogans for the blank
signs in the car.

For Duke, it was oasy; you just siap something up
there about Fiorida State and you're good 10 go.

For UNC-CH, howaver, what began as a search for a
slogan quickly turned into a game of “Name the Tar
Hoel's Greatest Loss.” Time flew by as we each tried to

Put

“Maryland!
Did you see that game .. brutall” "No, wailt! It's
Connecticut ... sheesh ... that was a beating!” Or “Hey
walt! Let's just put alf the toams on 1"

2000 Hours
Enemy territory: As our convoy rolis past the
“Weicome to Chapel Hill” sign, we begin to look for the

As our car nears a stoplight, we launch our first
attack: “You'rs gonna lose! Carolina sucks!” We scream
28 we wait for raturn fire. instead, the startied runnar just
shakas his head and continues on his way.

2030 Hours

Exchange of fire: Walting outside the entrance to

2045 Hours

The march to battie. After a quick dinner In Chapel
Hill, we find parking miles sway from the stadium and
Begin the long trek to the Dean Smith Canter. Always
alert. we keop our syes peeled for any enemy confronta.
tion. Surprisingly, we run into more State fans, who offer
high fives and cheers, than glaring Carolina fans.

As we antor the stadium, we make our presence
Known by chanting “N.C. State, N.C. State!” At first, the
mob of Carolina tans looks shocked and few decide to
st0p us. Then one girf in front of the door bagins yelling
in response, “What do you think you're doing? Coming
up in hers Iike that? This is Tar Heel territory!”

True. but our massive group simply parades past ber
when no other Carolina fans come 1o her aid.

2100 Hours

Tha battie begina: From our seats at the absolute top
of the Dean Smith Center, we can see sverything that
goes on In the crowd. Amazingly, there are pocksts of red
spread all over the stadium from the front row o our
80ts In the rafters. if the seats weren't Carolina Blue, it
would have been obvious that at least one-third of the
crowd was wearing Wolfpack red.

As the game begins, 0 does our offensive. We yelied
for the Wolfpack, booed Tor the Tar Heels, changed the
Words to their songs and cheers and even started cheers
of our own. Every fow minutes you could hear the echo
of “Woll . Pack” bouncing off the Dean Dome of 3 cho-
rus of "N.C. State, N.C. State. *

Surprisingly though, the Carolina fans rarely
taunched their own offensive. Of course, they cheered to
their own cheers and yelled for their baskets, but they
never did more than glare in our direction.

Disappointing — | was looking for @ war.

2400 Hours

Victory: As clock wound down, the enemy began to
retreat. All across the stadium, Carolina fans
‘began fleeing for the exits as rowdy State tans deliversd
final taunts.

By the final minutes, State fans were clearly the
‘majority in the upper leveis. Although victory was emi-
nent. we couldn’t help but kick 8 ‘Hesl when it was down

by
fight song.

Yot again, all the enemy could do was look and shake
3 head. Our invasion and victory was compiats.

0100 Hours

Back to base camp: After the Wolfpack's crushing
victory, we headed back to our convoy full of pride and
spirit.

All through the streets, N.C. State fane honk their
homs and hold up the Wolfpack sign. Choruses of the
fight song scho from the parking lots. i | hadn't been
waiking on grass rather than bricks, | would've sworn |

fira.

A new Suburban drives up, rolis down the window
and asks, “Hey kide, aren’t you wearing the wrong
color?”

To which wa vehemantly reply, "No sir, | think you
arat®
Wo stand firm, ready to match his next reply, but

Instend he says, “Wanna place & bet on K7 Then he
Pauses, reconsiders and simply says, “You know, you

As wo began the ride back, a wrong tum made us
lose valuable time. When we finelly arrived on Campus,

m\l——nnu---pu
screaming down the

Campus.
But for us, the tired, oops that had
“._.m‘“_

-u--n--p.&-*d‘
onhewny o

s+ %w»«*gv-—— S

e




J effect.
ne that almost no one believed N.C.

. 4-3 ACC) could win, the Wolfpack

possible. It shocked No. 21 Florida

h—lﬂo‘&n:zqudlmc.nﬂ.‘b,
six with ome more down to, play and one last
st » couchional

Chris Rix took the snap, scanning the field
for an open receiver. The Wolfpack's Terrance
Chapman broke through the offentive line,
applying hesvy pressure‘to the Seminole quar-
terback. Rix barely lausched his throw before
being pummeled by the Wolfpack's defensive
end.

As the pass sailed through the air for what

"m 0 proud of the coaches and the
Amato, his staff and

proud of on this

FSU its first home loas ever in the ACC.

Ray Robinson, the Wolfpack's senior tailback
who struggled through much of the first half of
this sesson, had his third consecutive 100-yard
game and concluded his stellar performance




h Bowden and his

B 1 attacked the Seminoles
nsive rmations. The

Iso shifted

s and out of sets 1o per

executing i

game plan exactly as it had

hoped

The defense, which has played extremely well
during the last three weeks, provided State with
enough big plays 1o keep FSU's high-octane
offensive attack on the sideline and out of
rhythm. With State holding a 21-14 lead late in
the second quarter, it was the Wolfpack defense
that provided what might have been the game's
turning point

Florida State took control of the ball on
State’s 40-yard line after Claudius Osei inter-
cepted a Rivers pass. But on the Seminoles’ first
play after regaining possession, State safety
Terrence Halt jumped in front of a Rix throw,
picking it off and returning the ball 22 yards to
midfield.

“Coach Amato always stresses that big players
make big plays, and Terrence Holt stepped up to
the plate and hit  home run with that one,” said
linebacker Levar Fisher. "They had just gained
the momentum back, and if they would have
scored, this whole game would have been
changed around.”

Instead of FSU gaining steam as halftime
approached. it was the Wolfpack that used a late
interception of its own to build momentum
With 12 seconds left in the half, Adam Kiker
booted a 25-yard field goal to give State a 24-14
lead going into the half.

State was the benefactor of another huge
defensive play on the Seminoles’ next posses-
sion. FSU was driving the field early in the third
quarter, looking to close within three. As Rix
dropped back to pass on the Wolfpack's 13-yard
line, George Anderson, a junior defensive end,
blitzed from the left and leveled the quarter-
back, and the ball popped loose. Freshman cor-
nerback Marcus Hudson pounced on it, ending
yet another Seminole threat.

“Turnovers have killed ue all year,” said
Bowden. “Had we not had turnovers, we would
have won today. We couldn't stop them on
defense. 1 was amazed at how good (State]
played.”

It was hard not to believe in the Wolfpack on
this Saturday. Nearly every bounce went its way.
On its first scoring drive, State moved quickly
and effectively to the FSU 14-yard line.

Senior fullback Cotra Jackson took the hand-
off from Rivers and appeared to have a clear

e practice it

drills. When |

ull the time in fumble

saw the opportunity, 1
took advantage of it.”

Green and his fellow lineman routinely
opened holes for Robinson, who may have had
his finest game in a State uniform since rushing
for over 200 yards against Virginia three years
sgo

Though Robinson broke several nice runs,
none was prettier than his last touchdown, a 25
yard work of art. After taking the handoff from
Rivers, Robinson bolted through the middle
made an amazing spin move to avoid FSU line-
backer Bradley Jennings and found the end zone
to give State a 31-21 lead.

The Pack's ground game effectively opened
things up for Rivers and the passing game, but
that also bad 4 lot to do with the multiple for-
mations and shifis that State ran most of the
contest

“We've done that [the shifting], but they play
a lot of man,” Rivers said. "Last year in the
national championship, Oklahoma did that to
them a lot, 50 we wanted to come out and do that
2 little bit. It may not have hurt them a lot, but
they're having to run around. And then, it frus-
trates them when we're just throwing 5-yard
balls all the way down the field.”

In the end, it was State’s short passing and
running game that allowed it to dominate the
clock throughout the final quarter. Afier Rix
scored on a 3-yard run to close the gap 10 31-28
with 10:05 left in the game, the Pack went on a
17-play. 71-yard drive that ended in a Kiker 32-
yard field goal that barely squeesed through the
uprights.

By the time the Seminoles got the ball back it
was 100 late, and they would eventually run out
of time.

For Amato, it was a wonderful return to a

technician

Wrestling repeats as

ACC champs

N.C. State placed six wrestlers in the
championship round and picked up
five individual titles.

Jay Kohler
March 18, 2002

Mat Jan ook place March g at
Reynolds Coliseum, was a oll-day affair in
which the ACC and the Southern Confe; -
both held their wre pionships
With as many as four matches going on at the
e. the day was full to the brim of action
When the mats were finally cleared and the
points were tallied, ane thing was clear - - N.¢
State had won its 12th ACC championship and
s first back-to-back title since the Wolfpack

won four straight from 1988 10

very rewarding, especially with the

This wa

t the season,” said head coach

eally struggled, and guys made

changes in the weights that they were at. It's

a relatively young team, and we were very incon

sistent at times, but they really pulled it together

at the end of the year, and that's what counts
This team deserves a great deal of eredit
The tournament was still up in the sir when

pound chamg

ship match took place
» Dustin Kawa of State and Mark Canty

State was leading the Tar

th Carolina
Heels 77-69.5 when the match took place. The

two wrestlers were locked a

2 heading into the
third round, but an excape by Kawa put him up
Kawa wrestled Canty even the rest of the

4 3-2 vietory

match for which clinched the

stadium and school that he helped build into a
nationsl power during his 18 years as an assistant
coach.

"Coach Bowden grabbed me and congratu-
lated me and said, ‘Great playing Chuck, your
kids executed,’ and I cried,” Amato sid. "He
said, ‘Coach, you're supposed to be happy.’ |
said, ‘T am bappy. And when I'm happy I cry.”

h hip for the Pack
"It was quite 4 tribute 10 all the guys on the
team, even the kids who didn't start.” said

Guzzo. "They worked hard. and they helped
push the other guys. As a coach. this is a very
rewarding experience to see how these young
men have grown and come along. Everyone
pulled tagether at the right time. This is very
rewarding for me personally, and | know it is for
the team.”

Not only did Kawa and the team win, but the
Pack placed four other individuals on the podi
um in first place: George Cintron at 125
pounds, Jake Giamoni at 149 pounds, Perre
Pryor at 165 pounds and Juson Gore av 197
pounds. Dave Miller took second at 157 pounds.

Chris Rodrigue

and by the alation. the v

wer sdden d

ok the upp

down, won the match

and, with 4

been winning the before

nd march, Brandon York wor

the only championship for Maryland with

decision over Bob Seidel of Virginia. State

wrestled in ¢

of them

including Kawa's
match

! the lead

ing into the finals
n Gusrzo said. "Carolina
kind of fell apart; they had one champion, and
we ended up with five. It just shows what kind of
kids that these guys are and the kind of effort
that they put out today
Virginia had another champion at 184
pounds, as Jimi Massey soundly defeated Juke

Stork of Maryland 9-3. After Jason Gore

defeated Dacgan Smith of Duke 8-, Carolina's

Matt Kenny won his fourth consecutive 2

championship by beating Ryan Painter of
Virginia 6-1




[+

& Lo oo S i s R

en’s, women's cross country
teams take ACC hammnsms

The cross country teams achieved
top finishes, living up to performanc-
es in the past few years.

Todd Lion
October 29, 2001

Ca and third
nior Katie Sabino led the Pack with a
fourth place finish and a time of 20:18 over the
x-kilometer course. Three other Wolfpack
runn ade the All-Conference team by plac-
ing in the 1op ten
Megan Coombs and Kristin Price followed
Sabino in sixth and seventh place. They com

pleted the course in 21:26 and 21:32, respec
tively

Beth Fonner obtained the last All-
Conference spot with a tenth place finish in
21:36

the Pack's fourth finisher
Senior Christy Nichols rounded out State’s in eighth place, crossing
top five with a twelfth place finish. cight seconds  the line one second ahead
behind Fonner of David Christian. They
Josie Lauber and Beth Kraft followed closely ran 2441 and 24:42
behind, finishing in 15th and 16th place. Janelle Ricky  Brookshire,
Vadnais was the final Wolfpack runner, finishing  Devin Swann and Ryan
in 320d place. Woods also competed for
UNC's Shalane Flanagan defended her con-  State. They finished 1gth,
fevence title by winning the individual title in  20th and 25th out of the
20:34. Georgia Tech’s Renee Metivier followed  71-runner field
her by five seconds in second place.
State’s sixth-ranked men's team crushed the
rest of the field in their eight-kilometer race by

placing all five of their scorers in the top nine.
The Wolfpack scored 26 points to defeat run-
ner-up Wake Forest, who scored 45, Last year's
dismpicn, ‘Duke, scorel B4 posats. o place
third.

Juniér Chisd Pearson-was the Pack's top fin
sher. He finished ssond with a tiras of 24:28 ’
Seniors Chris Dugan and Chris Seaton followed
immediately behind him in third and fourth
plice. They complegiihthe course in 24:31 and
24:33, respectively
Alb-Ametican sopbouiore Audy Smith was




~ State drops hearthreaker to UConn

A questionable call brought N.C. State’s season to an end as the Pack fell to
Connecticut in the NCAA Tournament's second round.

V18200

WASHINGTON — Three ...
the shot

two ... one .

clock was winding down, and
Connecticut's Caron Butler was forced to heave
a desperation 3-pointer.

The ensuing sequence of events will likely be
» subject of debate for months to come, but
N.C. State will be forced to accept the bitter
outcome. When the final whistle sounded, it was
UConn who would advance to the NCAA
Tournament's Sweet Sixteen as the Huskies won
77-74 in Sunday's second round matchup at the
MCI Center.

"You want to move on [in the tournament],”
said State senior Archie Miller. "We had a good
enough team to keep going. but we just came up
a litle short.”

Butler's shot hung on the rim for scemingly
an eternity before sliding off. It looked like the
Wolfpack was going to get one last shot. Things
aren’t always how they seem, however.

Offficial Scott Thornley made his way to the
scorers’ table and whistled Julius Hodge for a
foul on Butler. After the three free throws, State
trailed by four with 11 seconds remaining.

"I thought I was just playing really good
defense.” said Hodge. "I didn't think | fouled
him, but obviously the official did.

"We played our hearts out. We were in the
game all the way until the end. It's unfortunate
the game had 10 end on an official's call.”

With State’s back to the wall, the Pack refused
to let its sexson go quiedly. Anthony Grundy
found Hian Evtimov in the right corner for » 3-
point shot to cut the lead to one. Evtimov fell
down after the shot, but there was no whistle.

“1 just caught the ball and made sure | was
shooting a 3.” said Evtimov. “| knew we needed
a four-point play. | ended up on the floor. but
1 don't know if there was a foul or not.”

“To lose on & questionsble call. it kind of
hurts more,” said Marcus Melvin. "1 feel that
Caron Butler's shot and Ilian's shot were identi-

cal.
Butler was fouled on the ensuing possession.
and his two free throws extended the lesd 1o
three. State got one last shot 1o send the game
into overtime, but its sesson ended when
Hodge's 25-footer glanced off the rim.
“Tremendous credit 1o the kids from N.C.

State,” said UConn head coach Jim Calhoun
“They refused to go away and made out life cer
tainly more difficult.

“Down the stretch. they made as tough of
shots as anybody has against us. I give a tremen-
dous amount of credit to Herb [Sendek] and his
kids.”

The loss ends a spectacular season by the
Pack. Its 23 wins are the most for a State team
since 1988 when Jim Valvano's squad had 24.
The ride culminated with State’s first trip to the
NCAA Tournament and its first win there in 11
years.

Suill. it is a bitter end 1o the season for the
Pack.

"We wanted this game as bad as anybody. " said
Grundy. "The Sweet Sixteen would have been
special for us, but it has been a special year for
us

UConn jumped out to an early 6-3 lead,
benefiting from early State turnovers and subse-
quent transition baskets. State responded with a
6-0 run on two 3-point baskets by Miller.

State continued its hot 3-point shooting over
the rest of the first half, but a key component of
#ts offense was missing. Leading scorer Grundy
missed his first six shots and finished the half
with only three points.

UConn was hitting on all qylinders, however,
and a 14-0 run gave the Huskies a 33-22 lead
with 4:36 remaining in the half. Over the final
minutes of the half, State used an 8-2 run to
chip the lead down 10 35-30.

UConn built its lead up to 45-37 in the
opening minutes of the second half before
Grundy started to warm up. He scored six of the
Pack's next eight points as State cut the lead to
47-45. Seconds later, Melvin put the Pack in the
lead with a 3-pointer — State’s last lead of the

me.

With the game in the balance, Butler began to
dominate. He scored 20 of his career-high 34
points in the last 10:44 to stave off the Pack
charge. When he hit two free throws with 4:27
remaining. UConn appeared in total control.
up 67-57.

“He is the real deal,” Calhoun said of Butler.
“1 have had some pretty good ones at UConn.
He does so many things with his power and
strength.”

State remained resilient and put together &
14-5 spurt to close the margin to 72-71. Melvin
hit two 3-pointers and Miller added a 22-foot -

e 10 lead the way. In the end. though, the Pack
came up one call short.

Seniors Grundy and Miller ended their State
careers. Both went out in style as Miller canned
three 3-pointers, and Grundy overcame his cold
first half to lead the Pack with 17 points

“Looking back, it's been a heck of a time.”
said Miller. “To play at N.C. State, with the tra-
dition and a lot of passion at the university. you

just hope to represent them well. I think we did

that all season.”
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Ir addition to “Insomniac,” Attell is also one
the nation’s top stand-up performers. per
rming at clubs all across the country, includ
g a three-night run at Charlie Goodnight's
irting on February 28

About stand-up Antell says. “It's the only

with “Insomniac”

Mints and Comas are “Better
than drugs!

John Boles
September 13, 2001

nee than pr

eloquent lead ve

words and »
ecial.” Luckily though. ¢

rowd — and finished their set

Starlight Mints are & quintet ow
Norman. Okla. still riding the crest of the
slbum’s baroque-pop hit. “The Dream That

Stuff Was Made OF." Surprisingly. they managed

to include all of the mtricacies that come with

harmony vocals and odd instrumentation from

their album

to a live show. At points, every

member of the band was singing different parts
playing their instruments, and they were all in

key!

The instruments that they did use covered the




There’s a new Mayer in town

Grayson Cumin
November 1, 2001

On July 21 at the packed House of Blues in
North Myrtle Beach, a young musician by the
name of John Mayer walked on stage. a single
guitar dangling from a strap. As he ambled onto
the stage, accompanied by a half-smile and a
casual wave 1o the crowd, he was greeted by an
indifferent audience (save the twenty to thirty
people hunkered down in the first two rows of
the hall). Those few, as if by a sort of mystical
prescience, knew they were about to see a song-
writer with  clear vision for his music, founded
in brutally honest lyrics and d good

you singing, "Oh, another social casualty/ score
one for me” from the song "My Stupid Mouth™
"I grew up really enjoying
. Whatever | was listening to was

before you know it
melody .
always melodic,”
makes this clear.

On September 18, Room for Squares was
released ... for the second time.
Columbia's idea actually ...

says Mayer, and his own work

"It was
we knew it was a per-
fect opportunity to revamp things that, the first
time around, were time-constrained ..
changes ...
record now,” Mayer raved to Technician.

In its original form, the album showcased

sonic
1 just feel 2 100 percent behind my

guitar playing.
After ripping through an eight-song set
alongside trusted bassist David LaB

Mayer al ng between electric and acoustic
guitar, backed by the steady march of Nir Z's
drumset and LaBruyere's bass. An array of back-

Mayer walked off the stage with a widening smile
as the crowd of 2000 seemed 1o say with their
overwhelming cheers,
be a star!”

This scenario has been gleefully observed by
Mayer dozens of times over the past year as the
Aware Records musician has mured Amenu

“Hey. this kid's going to

almost

y. Mayer, a C
24-year-old. has garncred a national audience
with his phenomenal stage presence and musi
cianship. His acoustic guitar playing quickly
reminds one of the complete efficiency of the
instrument, with its ability to coax a percussive

ground i including additional gui-
tars. keyboards and strings was turned down in
the mix, allowing the three basic instruments to
establish a sort of musical purism for the record.

“We remixed sbout seven songs and added a
brand new one ..... The sound became a lot more
lavish and a lot more lush,” says Mayer of the
new album. Up in the mix were Warlitzer and

guitar effects, revealing to the public a diverse
sound with ambition and drive suited for not
only critical success but radio play as well

The song "3x5." which Mayer had originally
intended for the new album that he is constant-
ly writing, takes the drumbeat of A

» successful person and do whatever you want to
do,” Mayer remarked to Technician

Mayer's ambition applies not only to his per
sonal life but to the lives of peaple everywhere.
He seems aware that his musical talent, defily
combined with 3 pleasant attitude and abound
ing wit, will take him places. When commenting
on seemingly perpetual comparisons to Dave
Matthews, John lets one know that he is not con-
fined by the manifest

He is not riding one’s coattails or the success
of a genre. but instead he is wrapped into his
own style and work. He is an individual — a true

milarities.

artist. He remarks, "1 have just as much oppor-
tunity to do what [ want to do.”

Mayer definitely enjoys his career and the
excitement it offers. Each night, he is presented
with the singular and unique opportunity to
touch people while pleasing himself and
expanding his own work. John loves the road
and the chances it holds for an artist and the
development of a song. “Each night it can be
different ... I have thirty seconds or three min-
utes if I want it ..... That incredible freedom | get
to take part in every night keeps me playing every
night.”

A wbulator book and the scheduled re-
release of his first album, Inside Wants Out, are

all conspicuous indicators of his own meteoric
ascension to pop stardom. With a song on the

tone while still finding time o be comp!
progressive with each strummed chord or each
picked note.

John told Technician that this style was “out
of the necessity” after not having a full band for
the writing of his first two albums. When Mayer
occasionally picks up an electric, the sweetest
guitar playing this side of Johnny Lang is quick
to fill your ears. With a steady style that calls not
for distortion but instead for a clean tone,
images of Stevie Ray Vaughan, Jimi Hendrix and
Albert King dance through one’s head.

Stellar. indelible guitar playing is not the
extent of John Mayer's repertoire. With lyrics
that seem to tell Mayer's personal stories while
allowing room for each listener to draw his own
meaning from the forceful verses and conta-
gious choruses, Mayer brings a special quality to
songwriting

His lines range from extreme romance
("One mile to every inch of/ your skin like
porcelain®) to utter nostalgia ("If heaven's all we
want it to be/ send your prayer to be/ care of
1983"). and Mayer allows a multitude of fans to
His
major label debut, Room for Squares, will have

empathize with his past and his stories

shuffle into well-framed verses. The chorus lays
a foundation of electric guitar behind strong
vocals. and the song is immediately appealing to
the public without forsaking John's trademark
musical complexity.

Each person, in some way, remembers high
school as a strict place, governed by too little
creativity and too much overbearing criticism.
Mayer responds to this in the Singles opener
and the album’s first single, entitled, “No Such
Thing.” singing. ""Welcome to the real world,’
she sid to me/ condescendingly/ “Take a seat,
take your life/ Plot it out in black and white,”™
from behind a silky drumbeat and guitar line.

Mayer continues with an almost transcen-
dentalist line. complaining against established
social ways by stating that “they love to tell you to
stay inside the lines.” John maintains that the
song is not a reflection of mistreatment by high
school peers.

“It's in response to the sentiments
of the older people who were trying to lay the
land out for me. None of that's true. being spo-
ken (0 in such absolutes when you are in high
school. | didn't understand it when I got out,
and [ felt that there were no absolutes. It's just

instilling a fear in young people. ... You can be

dtrack and nods on "The Today
Show” and Collage Television Network, the rest
of the world seems to be catching on.

So do yourself a favor. Run to the record
store, pick up a copy of Room for Squares, and
settle in for a ride into musical history with the
quick-flying fingers and the calming voice of a
musical wunderkind.







