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@ A botany study hz an NCSU student has
been chosen by NASA to be sent out of this
world,

Jimmy Ryats

Staft Writer

To many, John Glenn may be a national
hero the first man to orbit the earth, a
U.S. senator from Ohio and soon to be the
oldest man ever to return o space o partic
ipate in a NASA (National Aeronautics and
Space Administration) mission.

Reathel Geary, a junior in botany at N.C.
State, will soon have something in common
with Glenn. The 77-year-old Glenn and the
26-year-old Geary will both be part of
MNASA's Oct. 29 STS-95 mission.

On the same mission where Senator Glenn
will be making a return visil to outer space,
Geary will be conducting an experiment that
he designed for a competition sponsored by
Instrumentation Technology Associates,
Inc. (ITA) and the American Society for
Gravitational and Space Biology (ASGSB).
Although Geary will be at the Kennedy
Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Fla., he
will remain at mission control to handle the
ground control work on his experiment.

cary's proposal was among one of three
selected in the nationwide search. Students
at Oregon State and Brown Universities
designed the other two. His proposal centers
on the effects of microgravity on the regen-
eration of plant DNA

According to Geary, included in all cells
are enzymes called ligases, which are
responsible for repairing discontinuities and
breakages in a cell’s DNA. Geary will sever
a segment of plant DNA on carth. The astro-
nauts onboard the space shuttle Discovery
will later introduce the ligase enzyme to the
cut strand, allowing a reaction to take place.
After 24 hours of incubation, the managing
astronaut will insert the lyst compound
EDTA, thus ending the reaction

Once the shuttle lands, the DNA segments
will retun to NCSU for analysis, Geary's
proposal said. The results of the experiment
could provide clues about whether plant life
will survive in space and could eventually
aid in the use of plants to feed astronauts on
long-term space missions, according 1o
Geary

Designing an experiment to be performed
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Student’s work heads to space

A person d

onboard a space shuttle provided a unique
challenge for Geary

“Doing a space lab experiment is very dif-
ficult because of all the limitations,” Geary
said. I had very little control over the con-
ditions of my experiment.”

The ITA announcement secking applicants

hel Geary
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ancient lands. See page 2.
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working on for his experiment that is headed to space.
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Diggin’ it

NCSLU professor excavates

72

o 60

for the research requires that all experiments
use amounts of fluid small enough to be heid
in a 125 to 250 milliliter container.

Geary conducted his research through the
use of on-campus NASA Specialized Center
of Research and Training (NSCORT) labs.
provided to the university through a five

year, $5 million NASA grant. He leamned of
the ITA competition from Sarah Wyatt, who
has supervised his research since he arrived
at NCSU during the spring 1998 semester.
Should Geary’s experiment produce the
expected results, offering preliminary proof
that plant life can exist in space, he may

someday have one more similarity with
Glenn, his septuagenarian counterpart. For
now, though, ry is content to continue

with his schoolwork

“The opportunity to do undergraduate
research allowed me to carry out this
research.”

A contrast of styles

The poster sale has reinvented itself. Hurry students, get your Pink Floyd or
John Coltrane posters before supplies run out.

Brian Burgeyn Stafl

NCSU hopes to combat
ineffective advising

# A proposed advising center
expects to assist the thousands of
students left ineffectively advised at
NCSU.

SARRH MIAND

Staff Writer

The numbers are in,
Approximately 3,826 N.C. State
students per year are not being
advised effectively for various rea

sons, according to the University
Committee of  Undergraduate
Advising

The total of ineffectively advised
students was derived from the
approximations of the advising
coordinators in each of the 10 col-
leges. The advising coordinators,
goal was to project the sum of stu
dents who met certain criteria, mak
ing them in need of additional ser
vices, as set forth by the university
committee

University Registrar’s office improves academic

 NCSU changes academic difficulty
report process so students can receive
guidance throughout the semester,

EmiLy Towntey

Staff Writer

The University Registrar’s office
believes that a new system for issu
ing academic difficulty reports to
students is the most effective
method to date of promoting com

munication among advisors, faculty
members and students
Students realize they will not be
allowed to simply slip through the
cracks,” said Louis Hunt, associate
registrar

For years, faculty members sent
reports of academic trouble, includ-
ing multiple absences and failing
grades, to students via mail. All fac
ulty members sent the reports on one
date, which fell after the last day to
drop classes. This made the reports
minimally effective, as students

were forced to stay in their classes
and oftentimes had too little time to
make drastic improvements in their
performance before the end of the
semester.

Changes in this procedure have
been gradual over the course of the
last three to four years. The initial
change was in the report date; facul
ty members mailed necessary acade
mic difficulty reports to students
before the last day to drop classes,
reversing previous problems.

However, the changes did not stop

there

Staff members in the department
of registration and records saw a
need for the evolution of academic
difficulty reports into academic
progress reports — enabling faculty
members to issue words of encour
agement as well as difficulty reports
as many times as necessary through
out the course of the semester.

“The new academic progress
reporting system is easy and effi
cient, encouraging faculty to give
good reports and helpful sugges-

“This is not necessarily poor
advising,” according to James
Anderson, vice provost and dean of
undergraduate studies

Rather, Anderson said, it is an
indication of a lack of resources and
the need for a new approach in
assisting those students. This new
approach, developed according to
the needs shown on the initial sur
vey, is already in the works.

“We are trying to develop a cam
pus-wide academic advisement suc
cess center,” Anderson said

A subcommittee has been formed,
headed by Andrea Irby, director of
advising for the College of
Management, to develop the forma
tion of a “virtual advising center.”

“There 15 a significant number of
students who want and need help,
but they want and need help not nec
essarily when someone has office
hours,” Irby said

This new center will not be a phys
ical place on campus but an interac
tive Web site in which students will
be able to have their questions

answered by an online staff 24 hours
a day. Not only that, but users will
be able to locate their advisors via
the Web, see their pictures, access
their e-mail accounts and become
familiar even before their initial
meeting

Other features will include wtorial
services, mentoring, workshops,
academic skill enhancement, time
management and coping with stress
and test anxiety. It will also be help
ful for those off campus and taking
classes through the Web. Additional
services may come about through
the committee’s solicitation of stu
dent input

Behind the scenes, Irby envisions
an advisor and a Web technician
who will work in close conjunction
with each university department
through a key advising resource
“someone who knows their stuff.”

When all the details are worked
out, the committee will present them
to Undergraduate Studies and hope

Sce Advisor, Page 4

difficulty report process

tions,” Hunt 1. “It also helps stu
dents feel less anonymous, as they
are beginning to see that their pro-
fessors do take notice if they miss
veral classes in a row or if they
drastically improve in test scores.”
Another dramatic variation of the
old system is that all reporting is
now done via the World Wide Web.
The computerized system allows
faculty members to efficiently
access a “student history page,” pro
viding a comprehensive listing of all
reports they have issued to a specif-

ic student on their roster. They can
then generate e-mail messages that
are sent to the students concerned

Advisers may also communicate
via e-mail messages, as a means to
better understand exactly how their
advisees are performing in their
courses.

“This new system is wonderful to
allow communication among advis-
ers, students and faculty members,
said University Registrar Martha

sce Process, Puge 4
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dream most.”

Stephen Leacoc

NCSU professor does ‘INDIANA JONES'

# Finding the oldest church in the
world,

NeiL Hegenr

When N.C. State history professor
I'homas Parker set off for Aquaba
Jordan, in June, he didn't expect to
end up on NBC nightly news. Or to
need a literary agent by fall
Parker, an archeologist
returning for the third summer to the
site of an ancient trading city called
Aila, located at the northern tip of
the Red Sca. His research focused
on the economy of a port city that
linked Rome and its empire to
Arabia, East Africa and India
The project, started in 1994, was
quietly moving forward dccording
10 his research plan. And then,
Parker found a church the oldest
church in the world. Parker believes
that the Christians of Aila, which
sits on the edge of the modern city
of Aquaba, built their church
between 260 and 303 AD. The
structure is distinguished from other
ancient churches in two ways: it was
originally built as a Christian
church, rather than converted from
some other use, and it was aban
doned following an earthquake in
363 A.D., escaping the centuries of
remodeling that have left virtually
nothing original intact in such
famous  ancient churches as
Jerusalem's Church of the Holy
Sepulcher
Though Parker feels lucky to have
uncovered such a unique and monu
mental structure, he hasn't changed
his research plan and continues to
study the city of Aila as a whole

His project began in 1993, shortly
after he completed the post-dig
analysis and publication of the
results of his first major excavation
a Roman legionary fortress adjacent
to the Dead Sea. Having specialized
in Middle East archeology since his
grad school days at UCLA 20 years
before, Parker knew from surviving
texts that there was great
international port at the head of the
Gulf of Aquaba

The port was a transfer station for

luxury goods, such as frankincense
myrrh, spices and ivory, which were
unloaded from ships coming in from
India, South Arabia and East Afric
The goods were hauled by camel
caravan across the Sinai peninsula to
the coast of Israel, where ships took
them to the Mediterranean ports of
the Roman Empire. Having decided
to recover the ruins of Aila and hav
ing secured the cooperation of the
Jordanian  government, Parker
turned to locating the site

*Where, precisely

was

once a

was open to

considerable doubt,” Parker said in
an interview last month. “There
were hints, We looked at aerial pho-
tographs, particularly taken
before the buildup occurred

The buildup he refers to is the
rapid expansion of Aquaba, which,
though still only about 70,000 peo
ple. is quickly devouring the unde
veloped land on Jordan's tiny sliver
of Red Sea coastline. When Parker
initiated the dig in 1994, he knew he
had o act quickly before the land
was made available to developers.
OF the five initial dig sites, three
were yielding nothing but the saline
Jordanian sand after a week of exca
vation. Heading a work force of 50
American and Canadian specialists
and students, ker grew con
cemed

“1 started to panic a little bit 1
had brought all these peaple over for
two months,” he said. But two of the
initial sites began turning up arti
facts right away. By the end of the
second week, all five teams were
digging out the rich remains of Aila.
The Jordanian government soon
declared a large area of what had
become precious land as a perma-
nent archeological garden, which
Parker thinks will be studied by oth
ers for decades to come.

Aila was founded by a Semitic
people called the Nabatacans, who
were absorbed into the Roman
Empire as it spread through the
Middle East, said Parker. They built
their city mostly of mud brick, with
some use of stone for foundations
and with a wall surrounding the city
For the first two summers of his pro-
ject. Parker found a great deal of
mud brick domestic architecture, as
well as the remains of a military
fortress established around 300 A.D.
for Roman soldiers and their fami
lies. Because of the cosmopolitan
nature of the city, the artifacts found
are from many corners of the ancient
world. Pottery manufactured in
Tunisia, African red slipware,
Italian ceramic wine containers, 12
different types of imported marble
and stone, glass, coins, carbonized
grains and hundreds of copper and
bronze pieces tell the story of Aila
and its trade

Along with luxury goods, griins
and vegetables came Christianity
which tended to thrive in the urban

ones.

centers of the Roman Empire
Parker knew from documentary
sources that Christians inhabited

Aila; indeed, they sent their Bishop
to the first Ecumenical Church
Council in 325 A.D. He didn't
know, however, of the existence of
their church building

It was Mary Louise Muscle, a col
league of Parker’s from Carlton
University in Ottawa, Canada, who
first proposed that a partially-exca

Dr. S. Thomas Parker examines a 2,000-year-old

carried Ital

vated building measuring 80 feet by
50 feet was 4 church. The building
t mud brick, with
the foundation

wils constructe

some

Seven stone intact, sug

gesting a

 tiles, lead
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1 brick roof, scaled

There were
ing Parker tc
had a vaulted r
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ered part floor. The shattered
remains of glass oil-burning chande
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363 A.D., were also found. The

ch measured 16
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walls, some of
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Our changing economy

# The economy new, explained,

CanL KERCHMAR

Staff Weiter

Last week Alan Greenspan, a
member of the Federal Reserve
Board, lowered interest rates, but

what does this action mean for our
economy?  Generally, lowering
interests rates increases the money
supply because borrowing from the
bank  has become cheaper
Lowering the interest rate, therefore

increases private investment like
buying new capital, upgrading tech
nology or buying a your first house

Therefore, lowering interest rates
stimulates economic growth. This
seems like a timely strategy since
Asian markets have been on the
downside and Europe suffers from

high unemployment; not to mention
the economic disaster in Russia.

At first glance, it appears as
though Greenspan might be lower
Ing interest rales as a counter mea
sure against the sluggish Asian
economies that are having a nega
tive effect on international sales for
U.S. firms operating abroad
However, N.C. State professors of
economists Michael McElroy and
John Lapp both agree that
Greenspan isn't really thinking 100
much about the recession in Asian
but, rather, that he is looking domes
tically

Lapp explains, “The logic is peo
ple are unwilling to invest in Asia
compared to the safety offered by
the U.S. economy. Dropping interest
rates won't effect Asia.”

McElroy points out that “there is a
lag time between six and |8 months
upon implementing new monetary

. INFLATION

Greenspan is looking past
and thinking

policy
recession al recovery
more about fears of inflation

The United States has kept a
table inflation rate with
ince 1992
Greenspan's

remarkably
unemployment droppir
but as inflation falls
biggest concern will be the implica
disinflation. If the dollar
then borrowers today will

tions of
deflate:
be paying back more in the future.
In most everyone's lives, inflation
is experienced. For example, a dol
lar in the '60s got you a drink and a
burger for lunch. Today. that same
dollar probably doesn’t get you a
big beefy burger and you can

nice
forget about tha

Deflation, however, works in the
opposite direction.  Imagine you
take out a 10-year loan for $100,000
to buy a house and the economy is
experiencing deflation. For the next
10 years there is 10 percent defla

tion.  Correspondingly, that same
$100,000 is worth more at the end of
the 10 year loan period by tenth per
was when you taok the
ereal for the lender, but

thouse and & tenth,
but still only gota k lative to
the beginning year of the loan
$100,000 in 10 years would buy as
0.000 would at the start

cent thar
loan. This
you just paid for

much as $1

The last time our economy saw
deflation was during the Great
De n the "30s and after
wards steady inflation persisted

at |3 percent
ation has brought

until reaching its pe
in the ‘80s. Disin
the inflation rate down to 4 percent

Money

a from the at

n wine to the ancient city.

ing up Muscle’s hunch soon began
chipping away at his doubts.

“As the plan of the building slow
Iy emerged from the sand, the pieces
fell into place one by one. The nave,
in the main assembly hall; the chan
cel, where the altar table probably
stood; the side aisles appeared — but
we didn’t have the apse on the east
ern end.” When the apse was finally
uncovered, Parker knew the struc
wre was the oldest purpose-built
Chrnistian church in the world. Soon
the world knew, too. Television
crews came to interview him; NPR

lephoned for an “All Things
Considered” interview; book pub
lishers came calling. Though he had
appeared in the past on A&E'

Ancient Mysteries with Leonard
Nemoi and several other televisions
programs as an archeological expert,
he had never been so celebrated for

The
Cu

4 13th International
festival is a success,

his own work

NATALIE DUGGINS

Senior Staff Writer

Imagine being given the opportu
nity to travel to 40 different coun
tries.  You could travel to Jamaica
and sample some jerk chicken
Afterwards you could jaunt over to
Greece for a gyro filled with your
favorite meat and some delectable
baklava for desert. And all this for a
few dollars!

This past weekend the thirteenth
Annual International Festival was
held at Raleigh’s Convention and
Conference Center. A program
sponsored by the non-profit organi
zation International Focus, Inc., the
International Fest seeks to promote
an awareness and appreciation of
the diverse cultures in the Raleigh
area
Many people are oblivious to the
culture that surrounds them every
day and International Focus seeks to
bring the Triangle’s own cultural
diversity to the forefront. More than
40 Triangle associations joined in
this year’s festivities, bringing not
only samples of their native foods
but also insight into their cultures

through song, dance and story
telling
The doors to this year's

International Festival opened at six
o'clock on Friday night. From the
tset, fe al goers were bombard

Just as happy over the find as
Parker the Jordanian
Government, which has turned the
country’s archeological heritage into
a vital part of the Jordanian econo
my.

The site is sure to attract tourists
celebrating the tumning of the millen
nium in the Holy Lands. The
Jordanians will build a permanent
shelter to cover the church once
Parker completes his research

For now, Parker is analyzing his
findings and preparing for the final
dig in 2000. He is looking for stu
dents from all majors to make up his
final team in Aquaba, The working
conditions can be grueling: up at 4
a.m., at the site by 5 a.m., dig until
noon, at which time the temperature
is often over 110 degrees with high
humidity. Workers take a midday
break, and then start a second work
period from 3:30 p.m. until 6:30

International Fest

a. The vessel probably

with dinner and leisure time

p.m.,
those who can stay

afterwards for

awake
Weekends are free, and

Parker takes his workers on week

however

end excursions to Israel and a
medieval castle on the coast of
Egypt. And the housing, in apart

ments on the top floor of a down
town Aquaba apartment building, is
ompared to what his

luxurious
workers suffered throu,

1 in duning
Lejjun, the

mers at
fortress near the

his five s
Roman Legionary
Dead Sea

There, he said, “We
in the desert like animals for
In Aquaba, a Pizza

lived in tents
two
months a ycar
Hut is right down the street

wrker predicts a quiet summer for
his last digging out Aila, I think
this is minutes of fame. |
ng that I'll ever have this
kind of luck again

ture for everyone

ed by folk dance on the main stage
by groups representing Rwanda,
Turkey, Korea, Argentina and
Bangladesh, just to name a few

Though the other exhibits are
interesting, the biggest attraction at
the International Festival is the main
stage. With performances lasting
only 10 minutes, a person
insight into Filipino, India and
Peruvian cultures all within the
course of thirty minutes. A view of
culture could be attained from the
style and pace of the dance and the
type of clothing that the performers
wore

Among the hosts of entertainers
for the thirteenth Annual
International Festival was Flamenco
Vivo, a well-renowned dance com
pany that performs nationwide as
well as teaching Spanish dances 10
young school childven

gains

There was non-stop entertainment
10 be found on the main stage at this
years event, which lasted from
opening  to  cilose  everyday
nwhile, down-tairs at the cof
feehouse, people were entertained
by music and int matic
from all walks of life
musical performances

wal coffees
This year's
included a

“Celtic Jam," repeae and Chronis
Festival
There was somerhing for all to be

discovered at this year's
International Fest'val. Young festi
val goers were kept entertained by
the series of stoiytellers and bal
ladeers. Native American cultural
groups came out the share the sto

ries of their respective tribes
Chinese groups entertained the chil
dren with a puppet show

The International Fest seemingly
touches on every aspect of the
world’s cultures. One-hour lan
guage lessons were given through
out the course of the festival, allow
ing visitors to learn a few words of

German, Spanish, Arabic and
French. Unfortunately, those who
wanted to leamn to make the dishes

G

many “side
cafes were limited to a few
demonstrations given by
representatives from the Lebanese
Chinese, ltalian and Turkish cultur
al groups

Visitors

found at any of the

walk
cooking

were also able to
numerous cultural exhibits. One of
the most intriguing additions to the
festival over the past few years is
the Computer Family Research
Center, where one could go 10 dis.
cover information about their
genealogy. The research center is
even equipped with genealogists,

visit

Fest, page 4
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Respect
for all

¢ NCOD brings about many issues.

he month of October is
known for various things:
Halloween, pumpkins and

football games, to name a few. But
what many may not know is that
October also holds a different
meaning for some: today, Oct. 6, is
National Coming Out Day.

T'he purpose of National Coming
Out Day (or NCOD, as it has come
10 be called) is for gay, lesbian or
bisexual individuals to entrust their
identity to at least one person they
previously had not. It is also a
means of providing a day of sup
port and recognition to these indi
viduals

In honor of this day, an informa
tion table will be set up in the
Brickyard from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
And while this display will provide
support, advice and facts to those
who truly seck these things, it will
also undoubtedly draw a very dif
ferent kind of attention

Not that controversial issues are
new to N.C. State's campus — just
look at the divided crowd of
onlookers and participants that
Gary the Brickyard preacher
always draws. But when dealing
with such sensitive issues, it is
imperative that all students keep
just a few things in mind

First and foremost, this is a col-
lege campus. Which should mean
an environment of mature individ
uals who respect one another's
beliefs and ideas, no matter what
they might be. At a university of

The court

27,000, there is going to be a great
deal of diversity, in terms of race,
religion, social background and,
yes, sexuality. The latter 1s no dif
ferent than any other issue in terms
of importance or difference n
beliefs, yet it seems to provoke a
deluge of arguments from all sides.

Which leads to the second point
Everyone has a right to his or her
own opinion. Whether you agree
with it or not isn't the issue. The
First Amendment guarantees every
American the right to freedom of
speech and the right to express his
or her own beliefs and values,
NCOD touches on a very impor
tant aspect of this amendment
Gays, lesbians and bisexuals, as
well as those who support them,
have every right to tell others
about themselves, who they are
and how they feel. They deserve
the same respect as any other per
son.

On the other hand, there will nat
urally be those who disagree with
them and their lifestyle. And these
people are allowed to express their
sentiments as well

But what is important is that, no
matter which side a person takes,
expression of beliefs should be
done in a mature, logical and non
antagonistic manner without a bla
tant disregard to the other side. In
other words, vandalizing someone
else’s work (i.e. fliers, paintings in
the Free Expression Tunnel) is not
going to help anything. Respecting
others — and allowing them to
express themselves in an open
minded environment — will

will decide

if Microsoft is

becoming

¢ Appeal court will rule on
charges against Microsoft,

¢ Thomas Penfield
Jackson will begin presiding next
week over a trial intended to bring
some law and order to the Wild
West of cyberspace.

The question before Jackson may
seem legalistic: Has Microsoft, as
the Justice Department and 20 state
attorneys general assert, engaged
in a “broad pattern of anti-competi
tive behavior” since 19917 But
Jackson’s eventual answer will
help resolve key issues of the
Information Age, such as whether
Microsoft will be allowed to
charge a taniff for every financial
transaction conducted on the
Internet

I'he case against Bill Gates’ com
pany began with the Justice
Department’s charge last year that
the Redmond, Wash., software
giant illegally pressured computer
companies and Internet providers
10 use its Internet Explorer browser
instead of a rival browser called
Netscape Navigator. It has since
expanded to include new Justice
Department evidence that
Microsoft might have exerted more
than pressure, For example,
according to the Justice
Department, a 1991 e-mail mes
sage from Microsoft executive
David Cole endorses a plan to “put
competitors on a treadmill” by
using a computer bug that “would
surely crash” programs installed on
a non-Microsoft operating system

Understandably, Microsoft is now
asking Jackson to limit the trial to
the original browser charges, but
Jackson should resist. The aim
shouldn’t be to gang up on
Microsoft but rather to do what all
parties in the lawsuit say they
want: to focus the trial not on nar
row legalisms but on the larger
question of how 1o ensure that
competition thrives in cyberspace

monopoly

The public interest and
Microsoft’s self-interest are not
necessarily at odds. After all, if
Microsoft loses on any one of the
dozen or so charges against it, that
could set off a flurry of lawsuits
against the company, thereby
depressing its stock, which has
been a blue-chip bulwark in
today’s volatile market

What's key is that the trial be
open and impartial, which is why
the Circuit Court of Appeals
should not accede to Microsoft’s
request that Gates' three-day-long
deposition, recorded on videotape
in August, be kept private

Since 1913, federal law has man
dated that pretrial testimony be
‘open to the public as freely as are
trials in open court.” That law is
especially relevant here, for Gates’
testimony provides key evidence of
what's really being assessed by the
court: his way of doing business,
which, by imbuing Microsoft's cul
ture, sets the tone for much of the
information industry

The best measure of the trial’s
success will be whether it inspires
Microsoft 1 show more respect for
customers and competitors than it
has in the past. The Justice
Department’s most compelling
argument is that by eliminating
competitors, Microsoft has under
mined innovation. For instance, the
company’s signature product
Microsoft Word, does not allow
users to perform one of the most
basic of all word processing tasks
searching a document for more
than a single word or phrase at a
time. That's an astonishing omis
sion for a product used by more
than 70 million people and one that
would have never happened had
Microsoft focused less on silencing
its compeltitors and more on listen
ing 1o its customers

Distributed by the Los Angeles
Times-Washington Post News
Service

Thompson Gymnasium
1923

During World War I, an imposed system
of military drills and exercises kept the
general population in a state of
wellness. (And some thought that PE100
was bad.) After the war, the department
of physical education was created.

To expand and improve on this

program, a new gymna

| In 1925 Thompson Gymnasium opened

| its doors to students.
| named for Frank Thom

leader, sports hero and coach, who was

killed in action during
gym included a 35-by-
and two main gymnasi

The larger gym is pictured to the right.
You can see the indor running track

bordering halfway up the wall.
basketball games, the maximum

seating was 2500. Oth
gym included dances a
registration.

| In 1962 Carmichael Gy

in 1964 Thompson Gym was remodeled

| and became Thompson

Ryan P. KELLoss

Staff Columnist

Last Monday will be forever
remembered as a dark day on the
campus of N.C. State. Oh, it started
off innocent enough, like any other
Monday; the sun was shining, the
birds chirping and every student
went to class with the satisfaction of
knowing UNC-Chapel Hill's foot
ball team had lost once again.

But beyond this happy exterior
lurked a simister plot at work.
should have seen the signs earlier
empty drink machines, long lines of
the thirsty, an abundance of soft
drink trucks on campus. It all
seemed to reck of tactics unseen
since the McCarthy era. But it was
n't until I laid my eyes on the red,
white and blue symbol of “the taste
born in the Carolinas™ that I knew
the end was near. My lifeblood, my
holy carbonated water, Coke, was
being replaced by that sorry excuse

Americans

AMANDA GUTHRIE
Staff Columnist

Why does it seem that everyone
gets so worked up over sexual
harassment?

It appears there are new accusa-
tions every day. I know such acts are
not a pleasant experience, but if they
oceur in a non-threatening environ
ment, I really don't see the need to
bring such occurrences forward.
There are such unpleasantries in life
that cannot be avoided or prevented.
I cannot begin to recall the number
of times sexually suggestive com-
ments have been thrown in my
direction, and I didn't once run off
to the authorities. I've even seen a
few unwelcome exposed body parts,
but I got over it. I cannot believe
that the people who have been
“harassed” in D.H. Hill Library felt
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for a soda, Pepsi. After falling to my
knees and asking God why such a
horrible fate could fall on my
beloved Coke and Coke-related
products, 1 realized that something
was underhanded about this whole
deal.

A decision of such magnitude you
would think would have involved
elaborate surveys of the number-one
consumer of soft drinks on campus,
students. Now tell me if I'm wrong,
but 1 don’t remember getting such a
survey or even an announcement
about this colossal change before
the “Pepsi Nazis” moved in on
Monday. You would think that the
“powers that be" didn’t even care
what its 25,000 most loyal con
stituents thought. But hey, why
should they, when they can save one
penny per fountain drink, the report
ed amount that gave Coke the boot.
Of course you and | won't be seeing
this “huge” savings, but who needs
it when we can enjoy the satisfying
taste of 7-Up and Diet Pepsi. Mmm,

mmm.
OK, so maybe I'm a little too vigi-
lant about the whole soft drink issue,
but this is only the latest in a long
line of decisions on campus where
student opinion has been shuffled to
the side. For example, a couple
weeks ago the university announced
the establishment of the plus/minus
grading system for all classes. This
much-beloved policy was the result
of a three-year “experiment” from
1994-97 where professors could
choose between plus/minus or the
traditional grading systems.

A report submitted by University
Planning and Analysis showed that
33 to 35 percent of undergraduates
had a lower GPA in these
plus/minus classes during the length
of the study. When you consider,
also, the study’s finding that the
minus was used twice as much as
the plus in grading, it becomes

See Kellogg, P

victimizing themselves

in any way threatened. The article 1
read today made it clear that the
man didn't even speak to or
acknowledge the victim. She simply
turned around and he vanished.

Now, I'm more than willing to
concede that the behavior was com
pletely inappropriate and probably
pretty disgusting, but it's a lite dif-
ferent than if the event had occurred
in a dark alley at midnight.

It seems to me that Americans, in
general, are too willing to be victims
these days. If it's not sexual harass
ment, it's someone suing someone
else or otherwise blaming them for
something. I would like to live in a
world with people who are willing
to “suck it up™ and get over stuff.
I've lived my life with the goal of
being mature, and I have tried to the
best of my ability to take care of
myself. I greatly admire those who
can take care of themselves as well

and try wholeheartedly to fix their
problems before they cry to society
about how they've been victimized
or otherwise mistreated. The fact of
the matter is that Americans have
become too dependent on others to
solve their problems and administer
solutions to their complaints.

I'm not suggesting violence, but
maybe those females involved in the
library incidents should have han-
dled the situation themselves with a
few embarrassing comments or
hand gestures towards their proud
“harassers.” | don't know the perfect
solution, but there would be a lot
less silly articles in the paper and
complaints in the air if people would
leamn how to take care of them-
selves

Care to have a word with
Amanda?  E-mail  her a1
alguthri@unity.ncsu.edu

Human beings are creating their own

Dowwi Lassimen

Staft Columnist

Considering the gross perplexity
with which fate has been treating me
lately, 1t seems only fitting that I
continue my trend of subtle morbid
ity and “deep thoughts" as one of
my readers has put it

A man named Robert Kiely once
wrote, “Man discovers and fulfills
himself through others and destroys
himself alone.” At this point in the
crazy roller-coaster ride of my life, |
feel there can be no statement out
there that could be any more true
than this one.

Man destroys himself alone
indeed. Having survived thousands
of years on this tiny little ball of
rock and water, humankind has dis

covered, designed and in some cases
even sought out ways in which to
destroy itself. War, crime, drugs,
sex, alcohol, racism and greed are
only a few of the more popular ones.

But amazingly enough, an unen-
lightened few of us have neglected
to recognize the single most danger-
ous and hideous weapon of destruc
tion ever unleashed — our own
minds and hearts, That’s right, folks.
It is my contention that no bolt of
lightening from the sky or terrorist
car bomb could be more harmful to
our individual well-being than our-
selves.

It seems to me that as we go about
the process of living our lives, we
often forget to account for failure,
rejection, heartache and all of those
other nasty tidbits of misfortune that
accompany our existence as human

beings. We stroll through life with
blinders on, seemingly unaware that
there are pitfalls around every cor-
ner and alligators nipping at our
heels. Only when we plunge into the
great mudpuddle of unhappiness
and regret do we realize that we
should have jouneyed down anoth-
er path.

Why is this, | wonder? Why do
human beings feel some strange
compulsion to walk down roads we
know hold extreme possibility for
negative outcomes? Why do we
allow ourselves to be fooled into
believing in that which is logically

prob. or even ‘phy y
impossible? How can the species
that (supposedly) possesses the
highest level of intelligence on the
planet function single-handedly in
its own destruction? Alas, I have no
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destruction

answers.

Throughout my 19 years, | have
done some pretty crazy things. |
once had the bright idea to test out
the power of my BB gun on the
water pipes leading to the garden. |
discovered that if you pump the
thing enough times, you can put a
perfectly round little hole in a piece
of l-inch PVC pipe.

One summer, 1 thought it'd be
great to see if you actually could set
leaves on fire with a magnifying
glass. My family, the local volunteer
fire department and a representative
from the N.C. Forestry Service all
assured me, as the brush fire in my
neighbor’s yard was being put out,
that it did in fact work quite well.

And, soon after being presented

See Lassiter, Page 5
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€ever Blisters? ’

If you suffer from cold sores or fever blisters you may be able

to be part of a research study for an investigational medication
without a prescription. Participants must be 12 years of age or older.
For more information about this study, please call 1-800-748-4808.

You will be referred to a pharmacy enrollment site near you

Learn Why Our Internship Program is
Ranked Among the Best in the Nation

And How to Make it Work for You at NC State

The 1998 edition of the Princeton Review’s “America’s Top Internships” ranks
Northwestern Mutual Life’s College Intern program among the Top /
10 in the nation—along with companies like Hewlett-Packard

and Ford Motor Company.

Join us at our Internship Information Session and learn how you
can gain valuable business world experience, eamn real money and
just maybe find the right career for you.

Internship Information Session
6:30pm on Wednesday, October 7 or Thursday, October 8
5:00pm Monday, October 19 or Tuesday, October 20

4020 WestChase Blvd.

Suite 275

Raleigh, NC 27607

Contact Courtney Ann Travis to reserve your spot
at our session 755-3254.

Mo ERe™
The Quiet Company*

www.northwesternmutual com/sales

Directions from campus: Take Hillsborough Road towards the
State Fair Grounds. Make a right on Blue Ridge Road.
The WestChase office complex is on the left about 1/4 mile
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Place: NCSU Bookstore
Time: 10am-3pm
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time openings for Security Officers
@ Free Health and Life Insurance
o College Tuition Reimbursement Program
® Paid Vacations & 401K Program
@ Professional/Corporal Work Environment
® Career Advancement and Growth Potential

ader in the security industry, has full-time and pan

No experience necessary- full paid training
50% of out officers are local college students
Apply in person: Monday-Friday 8:30-5:00pm. Must be 21
4601 Six forks Road, Suite 130
Raleigh, NC 27609

Visit Our Website: www.Guardsmark.com
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Degrees Offered in

Occupational & Physical Therapy

Information Session in Charlotte!
Saturday, October 17th, Starting at 9 AM

Join us to leam more about our entry-level, first professional Master of
Occupational Therapy and Master of Physical Therapy degree programs
The Program Directors will also interview prospective candidates on
Saturday. Interview appointments may be scheduled when you call. All
interested parties are welcome to attend

RSVP with the Admissions/Registrar’s Office at 1-800-241-1027!

Receprion Site: Charlotte Marriott Executive Park
5700 Westpark Drive, Charlotte, North Carolina, (704) 527-9650

UNIVERSITY OF ST. AUGUSTINE

o R A LT WS G S~

The University is located on Florida's northeast coast in historic St. Augustine, Florida

WEB SITE: wiwwi usa.edu E-MAIL: info@usa.edu
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Advisor
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to have it going next summer
“We'd like to see it extend to an
actual place on campus.” Irby said
However, the Web site alone
requires funding. The project is cur
rently part of the university’s
fundraising effort called the
Parent’s Fund, which will cnable
parents 1o see everything evolve.
This “shorter, faster, better maze,
while in its primitive stages, IS
called the University Academic
Advising Success Center
(UAASC), according to Irby

Those also on the subcommitiee
for the UAASC include Joyce
Hatch (Computer Science),
Sherwood  Bryan  (Registrar),
Michael Bachman (Counseling
Center), Barbara Soloman (First
Year College Studies), Susan Katz
(English),  Penelope Long
(Communication), Anona Smith
(Education and Psychelogy), John
Cudd (Adult Credit Programs) and
Susan Grant (University Housing)

Process

Continuied

Welch

Welch and Hunt have mailed
brochures complete with step
by-step instructions and illustra
tions for issuing reports online — to
over 1,800 faculty members and
students since the start of the
semester.

In addition, the registration and
records department has held nine
information sessions in the training
rooms of the D.H. Hill Library with
the faculty of academic depart
ments to demonstrate the new
reporting process. Welch and Hunt
have also met with the deans of
each college to encourage them 1o
promote use of the new service
within their schools.

According to Hunt, the depart
ment has been very pleased by the
reception of the new system

“The system is being used in the
spirit in which it was intended
intervening soon enough so the stu
dents can truly be benefited

Money

Continued from Page 2

by 1986 and stands even lower
today at 1.8 percent

But by no means is this foreshad
owing the approach of another
depression! The U.S. unemploy
ment rate has continued to decline
since 1991 and stands at a low 4.5
percent today

“Greenspan's move (o lower inter
est rates has been right on line with
the interest rates of commercial
banks, who have been lowering
their interest rates,” Lapp points
out. This seems to change the
notion of Greenspan's influence on
the market interest rate and suggests
more of a partnership between the
market and Greenspan. Since
Greenspan closely follows the mar
ket interest rate, “We can expect to
see this drop be the start of a series
of many drops to guard against a
decrease in spending,” explained
Lapp. “Monetary policy in the
United States has been consistent.”

Consistency and lowering interest
rates is what firms and entrepre
neurs like to see because low inter
est rates makes borrowing more
attractive and consistency mini
mizes risk in projections for future
investment. Greenspan is looking to
encourage investment spending to
continue the US. economy's
growth.

So, graduation and all that invest
ment doesn't look so bleak after all

Fest

Continued from Page 2

ready 1o help visitors discover their
oW roots,

Intemational Focus, Inc. hopes to
remind residents of the Triangle
that you need not travel far and
wide to discover the splendor of
other cultures. Instead, the organi
zation seeks to promole the diversi
ty that lies among the other resi
dents of this arca. A majority of the
money raised during this weekend's
International Festival will go 1o
scholarships, educational programs
and the 14th Annual Internationa!
Festival next October.

!
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ftate Stat:

The N.C. State women’s soccer

team has finished with 15 or
more wins seven times in its

history.

)

Technician

i

Got a problem?

We’re halfway there? Living on a
prayer? Give us a ring at 515-

2411 or e-mail us at

sports@sma.sca.ncsu.edu.

# Wolfpack women will try to beat the
UNCChapel Hill soccer team for the
first time since 1988,

James BrroLey SMim

T Wit

Today at Method Road S
N.C. State women's soccer le
attempt 10 do what few
teams have done in the last

9 years

beat the UNC-Chapel Hill women's

soceer team.

The UNC-CH women'’s soccer tear
truly defines the term dynasty. In the 19
years of its existence as a varsity sport
it has put together a 417-16-11 record
for a winning percentage of 96 percent
Few wams in the country can match
that type of winning history

“They've got girls coming off the
bench that could be All-Americans,
Kemigan said. “There's not a weak
player on the team.”

The Tar Heels have reached the Final
Four every year since a national tour
nament began in 1980. This includes
14 NCAA crowns out of 16 overall
attempts.

When assessing the teams the
Atlantic Coast Conference plays, they
have won 10 out of the 11 total confer-
ence championships, with their only
loss coming at the hands of the
Wolfpack in 1988

Ironically, first-year Pack Head
Coach Laura Kerrigan was a member
of that team, which finished as the run:
ners-up in the NCAA Tournament
Kemigan's penalty kick proved to be
the difference in the game, which
decided the conference’s  first

Champion.

This season UNC-CH is 100,
extending its overall win streak to 55
games. The last the Heels lost was two
years ago to national rival Notre Dame.
This season the Tar Heels crushed a

strong Notre Dame team 50 in the
Nike Women'’s Classic Tournament in
Chapel Hill.

While UNC-CH lost several key
starters last year, it retums seven
starters and 12 varsity letter winners.
This year the team is led by All
Amenican Cindy Parlow, who was the
National Player of the Year last year
and the teams second leading scorer.
The Wolfpack will also have to figure
out how to stop Rakel Karvelsson who
is one of the Tar Heels leading scorers
this year and three-year varsity letier
winner

Fortunately, Coach Kerrigan has
proven to be one of the few people in
the country who knows how beat the
Tar Heels. As a player at N.C. State she
was accustomed to playing close
games against the Heels.

If we play our game like we did
today, there is not a team that we can't
beat,” Kerrigan said after the teams 3.
| win over American on Saturday
“We've got good confidence going
into the game.”

The Wolfpack team has now won its
last two games.

“When we play our game we domi-
nate like we did today,” Kerrigan said
Saturday

There is no question State will have
its hands full as they get set (o play its
toughest game of the year.

Game time is set for 4 p.m. at Method
Road Stadium and students get in free
with a valid Al-Campus card.

| The football team has already recorded two upset victories in iﬁe

1998 season. State welcomes Georgia Tech to town this Saturday.

‘ ¢ Coach Mike 0'Cain reflects on State’s vic-
tory over Syracuse,
|

| Aoeoayo A. BAnwo

Head football Coach Mike O’Cain called
Thursday’s victory against Syracuse “the
game of the year

Can’t say much more than that,” O'Cain
added. “It was the key to a great season. To

me, at least, this was the biggest game of
the season

“The media sees it as a big win, and so do
we,” said junior wide receiver Chris
Coleman, who plays opposite Torry Holt
and is N.C. State’s all-time leader in yards
per catch. “But it’s not a surprising win,
it's a win."

One of the most surprising aspects of the
Pack’s season that was evident Thursday is
the remarkable play of its freshmen
Freshman Adrian Wilson snaiched a
Donovan McNabb pass to record his first
interception and freshmen linebackers
Edrick Smith, Levar Fisher, William
Pannell and Corey Lyons have combined
for over 65 tackles this year

Pannell, a redshirt freshman with 10 tack
les, was named ACC Rookie of the Week
after the Pack's win over FSU. Smith leads

the group with 29 tackles.

1 don’t put expectations on them. Too
much pressure will most likely result in
disappointments,” O'Cain said when asked
about his freshmen's performance. “It is
surprising to me that they can be the type
of players they are without the experi
ence.”

Another positive to add 1o an ever-grow
ing list of pluses about this season is the
solid team leadership and unity

Real leadership is not verbal. Anybody
can flap their lips: real leadership is show
ing the team you can work, and we have a
lot of that this season,” Coleman said when
asked about the leadership on this year’s

team. “1 wouldn't take away any loss we
had, a team that can lose together can win
together.”

“As a freshman, we almost beat Alabama
that year and everybody was happy,”
Coleman added. “Now we're not happy to
almost beat anybody, we're expecting to
win. No one expects to lose, we're just
making big plays from all areas.”

Now the team must look forward to
Georgia Tech, who stands in the way of an
ACC Championship.

- Game of the year |

‘They're a good football team,” O'Cain

said. “They are talented and as good as we
are. The way we're playing at this point
and time, and where we are, we need to
take care of business.
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Men’s tennis sweeps Fall Classic

£ son Hanser st

The women’s
soccer team
? will try to

- defeat
nationally
ranked UNC-
Chapel Hill

v today at
. Method Road
SRS stadium.

# Men's tennis sweeps the Wolfpack Fall
Classic over the weekend.

Sports Staff Report

The N.C. State men's tennis team was not
a gracious host over the weckend as the
Wolfpack swept the Wolfpack Fall Classic.

The Classic was held at the Wolfpack
Tennis Complex and players from Duke,
Maryland, UNC-Chapel Hill, Campbell,
Davidson and ECU competed in the
events, among other area schools.
Sunday's matches had to be moved to
UNC-CH's indoor facility due to rain.

Junior Devang Desai led the way for the
Pack, defeating High Point’s Erik
Pettersson to win the Flight B singles title.

Desai, a 5-foot-8 Greensboro native, won
the Championship match by a score of 6-4,
6-2

Shaun Thomas, also a junior for the Pack,
won the Flight C singles title after losing
the first set 2-6. The 6-foot-1-inch Thomas
came back to defeat Taavi Suorsa, also of
High Point, in two straight sets, 6-0, 7-6

State's Ryan Boward won the Flight D
for the Pack in a tough match, defeating
teammate Desai 6-3, 6-7, 6-2.

The Flight A championship match
between State's Eric “EJ" Jackson and
Duke’s Sebastian Gobbi had to be post-
poned for two weeks while Gobbi returned
to Paris for a family emergency.

In the doubles championship matches,
N.C. State picked up another title as the
duo of Jackson and Desai downed Elon’s
Blacott and Moll 8-4. Jackson, a junior

from Stone Mountain, Ga., went undefeat
ed at the Wolfpack Fall Classic as a fresh
man in 1997

East Carolina’s Huez and Kirby won
flight B doubles with an 8-4 victory over
Ademek and Ferguson of UNC-Chapel
Hill.

The Pack and most other teams were not
fully represented in the weekend's Classic
Two other major tournaments were taking
place in different parts of the country,
including the National Clay Courts
Tournament in Baltimore and the All
American Championship in Austin, Texas.

Several of the area’s top players were
competing in these events

The Wolfpack tennis team will not be in
action until a month from now when UNC
Chapel Hill will host the Rolex Regional
Championships from Nov. 5 through §

o News and notes from around the

Atlantic Coast Conference.

Sports Staff Report

Clemson names first rowing team

CLEMSON, S.C. — The members of
Clemson's inaugural team were
announced by Head Coach Susie
Lueck at a press conference Thursday
evening in Jervey Gym. This year's
rowing team is comprised of 46 ath-
letes from 15 states. The Clemson
rowing program will be operating
without scholarships this season.

The Clemson oars were also unveiled
at the press conference. The white oars
contain an orange “Tiger Paw" logo on
the blade

Ross named Duke’s Associate
AD/Development

DURHAM, N.C. — Susan Cranford
Ross has been appointed director of
development for Duke University ath-
letics and associate athletic director,
Joe Alleva announced Wednesday.

The appointments come at a time
when Duke is preparing to launch a
major university-wide fundraising
campaign and Ross is expected to have
a key role in the effort,

Ross has been associate dean at arts
and sciences since 1992

Georgia Tech cross country wins
ATLANTA, GA Georgia Tech's
men’s and women’s cross country
teams successfully defended their
Division | titles at the Georgia
Intercollegiate Championships on
Saturday at the Georgia Regional
Hospital grounds. Yellow Jackets
Becky Megesi (Jonesboro, Ga.) and
Joe Stegall (Ryder, Ga.) both captured
individual Division I championships to
lead the way.

Tech’s men’s team won its third con-
secutive championship and eighth in
the last nine years. The Jackets also
captured their 19th team title since
1966 by taking first place and the third
through ninth places.

Maryland’s Janss earns Soccer
America Honor

BERKELEY, Calif. Junior
defender Emily Janss, who scored two
penalty kick goals in a pair of
Maryland victories last week, was
named to the Soccer America
Magazine women’s collegiate team of

the week. Janss scored against both

Texas and Colorado in the University
of Colorado Invitational to help the
Terps to a pair of victories,
Maryland’s record now stands at 6-3
0 overall. The Terps have won a sea
son-high five consecutive games.

UNC-Chapel Hill's Frey named
player of the week

CHAPEL HILL, N.C Junior
goalkeeper Nicole Frey has camed
ACC Player-of-the-Week honors in
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