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Football 1997: the season in review

W A blow-by-blow, game-by-game
review of the season so far.

James CURLE

s Edtor

August 30, 1997: Syracuse

INCSU 32|
|Syracuse 31|

The Wolfpack started off the
season with a bang aganst the
then-13th-ranked Syracuse
Orangemen. Few people in the
country gave the Pack any chance
of pulling off the upset up North,
widering that going into the
same  quarterback  Donovan
McNabb preseason
Heisman candidate and that a
week earlier they had completely
destroyed Wisconsin

But Mike O’Cain had the
strength of the rubber band on his
and the unity that those
bands symbolized materialized in
the form of the first big upset of
the NCAA football season, a 32
21 overtime victory

Things started shaky for the
Pack, as McNubb connected with
Quinton Spotwood on the very
first play of the game for a 68
yard touchdown pass.

At the end of the first quarter.
Syracuse had a 14-0 lead and 1t
appeared that Syracuse was on
the way to its second decisive
victory in as many weeks

But Jaime Barneue was not to
be denied

Following a Chris Hensler field
goal, Barnette connected with
junior Torry Holt for a 37-yard
touchdown strike and the Pack’s
first T.D. of the season

After trading scores throughout
the rest of the game, State and
Syracuse found themselves tied
at the end of regulation 24-24,
and about to play the first over
time period in the history of the
ACC

was  a

side.

After McNabb connected for a
18-yard touchdown pass to put
the Orangemen on top. it was the
Pack’s turn to either win it or lose
it. Barnette, after the Pack was
forced into a tough fourth-anc
scrambled for 10
keep
Tremayne Stephens punched in a
score from one yard out several
plays later and State was down by
ne

O’Cain  shocked the entire
10.000+ n attendance at the
OrangeDome when he decided to
» for the two-point conversion
instead of playing it safe and
Kicking the extra point. Syracuse
obviously didn’t expect it, as the
entire bench screamed to its play
ers on the field to call ume out,
but no one saw and the ball was

seven situation

vards 10 State  alive

snapped. Barnette went through
his reads. found Holt open at the
goalline and placed a perfect pass
into his hands for the two points
and the win.

The upset captured the attention
of the press across the country
and the Pack looked like it as on
the road to finally digging out of

the bottom-half of the ACC
standings,

September 6: Duke
[NCSU
Duke

Basking in the the

national attention, O'Cain headed
into his team’s matchup 2

glow of

conference rival Duke very cau
that if

tiously, for he knew
Pack didn’t have the r
set, team members ¢
themselves falling
upset just as easily
did a week before

O'Cain needn’t have worried,
however. State made short work
of Fred Goldsmith’s young foot
ball team on Duke’s home field.
where the stands were ironically
filled with Wolfpack fans in their
red and white.

Duke played tough for the first
quarter, matching Suate's first
score with a touchdown of
itsown. The first period ended in
a 7-all te, and it appeared that
Duke wasn’t just going to curl up
and die right away

The Blue Devils decided to save
that for the second quarter.
tate simply pounded the Blue
Devils into the ground as three of
the Pack’s running backs each
scored a touchdown in the period
Both Carlos King and Stephens
punched in scores, but the big

victims 1o an
as Syracuse

news was sophomore tailback
Rahshon Spikes scoring the first
touchdown of his young coll

career.

The Pack posted 21 unanswered
points in the second quarter, and
put the game out of reach at that
point

Both Stephens
would find the
placekicker
addded insult 1o in
the final points of the
32-yard field goal
score at 45-14

Duke’s only points of the game
came on two scrambles from
quarterback Bobby Campbell

The press was now buzzing
about the upstart Wolfpack
thatin a brief span of two weeks
had notched two convincing
wins.

All of Raleigh was jumping as
the Pack headed home for its
home opener against the ranked
Clemson Tigers

ind  Spikes
endzone again
Chris Hensler
ury by scoring

and

same on 4

leaving the

September 13: Clemson
NCSU 7
Clemson 19

Carter-Finley was rocking that
Saturday afternoon in anticipa
tion of a Textile Bowl showdown
between two of the hottest teams
in the country

The Pack seemed unstoppable.
and Clemson was playing its nor
mal hardnosed football. so it
seemed only fitting that neither
team really seemed to have the
upper hand through the §

State struck first, on a five-yard
touchdown run from
Stephens. Clemson lay dormant
throughout the rest of the first
quarter and State wartched the
opening period wind down own
ing a 7-0 lead.

State played the part of oppo
sum, however, for the remainder.
as Clemson was the only team to
score for the remainder of the
half. The Tigers, though not dom
nant nor running up the score
board, nevertheless put the first
points on the board in the form of

i

Tremayne

4 25-yard Mike field
goal
That trademark  Clemson

defense came up big in the third.
as Rahim Abdullah returned a
fumble 74 yards for the go-ahead
score

The Pack responded in the
fourth in the form of a Hensler
field goal and a Bamnette-to-Holt
touchdown play, but the Tigers
Padgett owned the rest of the
game. He kicked three field goals
over the course of the period,
including the game-clinching one
with 19 seconds remaining in the
ball game

So the ended with the
Pack losing a tough one at home
19-17. But spirits were still up.

score

considering the Tigers were
ranked higher than the Pack and
t was such a close game. That,

and the next match-up against
Northern 1linois site frankly
wasn't expected to be much of a

game
September 20: Northern

Iinois

NCSU 14
No. lllinois 14

The Huskies of Northern
Ilinois University entered the
game ranked 112th out of 112
teams in the Division I-A league
In other words, they were the
worst team in the country
Coach O°Cain’s biggest fear

ing into the game was whether
the Pack would have the ability to
play tough against a team that
everybody expected them to beat

For the most part, the Pack

members did play like people
expecting them to. But
when you come off a close loss to
ranked in the top 20
nationally and then play the worst
team in the country Unter
Domination” should be men
tioned along with the win instead
of “An Adequate Job.
Nevertheless, the Pack did win
and by a fairly large margin, 41-
14. State shut down the Huskies
during the first quarter through
the air, as NIU had zero yards of
passing on a 0-5 performance at
quarterback By contrast
d already amassed
is on a perfect 7-7
pletion rate. If it weren't for tail
back Ivory Bryant’s 34 yards on
the ground. Northern lllinois
wouldn't have had any offense at

were

a team

con

State scored twice during the
opening period, and looked like it
was on the way 10 a shutout

But  quarterback  Frismon
Jackson e Huskies were
fetermined to put points on the
and it happened with a it

1 two minutes left in
the first half. Jackson found Deon
Mitchell in the endzone for NIU's
first score

After Stephens had hit pay dirt
opted 1o put in
tailback. Spikes
t disappoint the crowd of
more than 50,000, either. In the
fourth quarter, the sophomore
wilback erupted for a 46-yard
touchdown run, his second of the
game. It still stands as the longest
touchdown run this season for the
Pack.

Spikes finished the game with a
total of 91 vards, second only to
Stephens’ 93

By the end of the game, nearly
everyone on the field in
Wolfpack red was a second- or
third-string player. The game was
wer before that tm
arnved, howev and State
began to revel in ats third victory
ol the young

the total

and

b

tle more th

of the game.

well m

c

season. already

f each of the

n 1o won

blown NIl

i night, and doubts

not many, but a few began

ircle around the once-invincs
Pack

Wake Forest

18
19
Following a short week, the

Pack faced off aganst a much
stronger Wake Forest

September

[NCsu
WFU

fielded in the past. Iim
n his fourth year with
Deacons, built his
team around the impressive arm
of Brian Kuklick. The two quar

Caldwell
the Demon

terbacks matched up very closely
as proven by the meager 3-0 lead
the Deacs held after the first peri
od.

State charged back in the sec
ond quarter. however, as Holt
reeled in the only passing touch
down of the evening for the Pack
Followed up by a Hensler field
goal, State headed to the locke
room at halftime in command of
a 10-3 lead

But Wake quietly worked its
way back into the game in the
second half. Despite committing
five turnovers during the course
of the game, the Pack
put the Deacs away. Wake Forest
scored nine unanswe:
the fourth quarter. ¢
from a Mike Burdick fielc

couldn’t

ncludy

with only 48 seconds left in regu
lation

The Pack was unable to get
within Hensler’s range on the

insuing drive. and when his field

goal attempt in the closin

onds fell short, Wake
found uself the victor of a 19-18
home win

This was the second heart
breaking loss this season for
O’Cain and his troops. and the
second to be lost on ast- 1

field goal
The Pack would
week and a

nearly a
f until the game
against Georg and Pack
fans would have to wait just as
long to see if their hopes of a
bowl bid this season would have
10 be postponed yet another year

October 11: Georgia Tech

[NCsuU
Tech

7]
27|

The match-up against the
Yellow Jackets two weeks ago
would be the second big test for
the Pack in as many games,

Perhaps th eSt test
Georgia quarterback Joe
lethal

bi

wiis
Tech

He
as both
nirin

Harmilton was a

weapon passer

rusher 203 vards of

including an 18-yard touch

i rambie. His 364 yards of

total offense was 30 yards more
total output

But State far fron

throughout the ga Pack

camed a 10-7 lead into halftime

and matche e Yellow Jackers

lone score of the third quarter

with 4 touchdown of its own

George O'Leary’s squad hegan
1o pull away, however, in the
fourth quarter, scoring three

times to the Pack’s none

The game ended with Georgia
Tech owning a ry
27-17, and sent the Pack back to

10-point vict

Sce REVIEW, Page 10D
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Barnette
leads Pack

W Jaime Barnette enters his first
full season starting at quarter-
back

that the te do more t
Bamnette
as made
their by
We

time off the

far

Convenient locations to serve you

PUBLIC COPIER LOCATIONS VALUE ADDER LOCATIONS
FOR PURCHASING CARDS AND

ADDING VALUE

handicap
weekends
unge (adding value

feope:
Textiles Studen!

Veterinary Medicine Library

Textiles Student
Veterinary Medicine
Weaver Lounge

Raleigh, NC 27695-7226
5152131

Sale

20° 10 50™off

all merchandise

Don’'t miss i#!
Sale ends Sunday

Jaime Barnette enters his second season as State's quarterback. He won the starting job
last season in the Alabama game and has started every game since for the Pack.

He also me

ioned that the tea

that State h:
bowl

That d shot, hov
be helped out grea
against Florida State

ST

at Syrocuse:

18-29, 1 int., 279 yards
at Duke:

15-19, 0 int., 224 yards
Clemson:

14-28, 0 int,, 204 yards
Northem Hlinois:
16-25, 3 int.,, 233 yards
at Wake Forest:

21-34, 1 int.,, 209 yards
at ia Tech:

13-28, 1 int., 135 yards
North Carolina:

8-23, 1 int., 143 yards

Totals:
105-186, 1427 yards,
7 ints., 8 touchdowns.
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The

M Senior Mark Thomas heads a
cast of talented tight ends for the
Pack.

T'im HUNTER

Just don’t call him selfish

Senior star Mark Thomas
knows what it takes to be a win
ner, on and off the field

The 6-5. 236 Ib. Thomas has
started every game since his
sophomore year, and comes into
the 1997 season as a legitimate
All-ACC candidate.

Thomas is having a banner year
at tight end. posting several per-
sonal bests already. He started the
'97 season off with a bang, catch-
ing all seven passes thrown his

son-opening
Syracuse

As a semior, Thomas has been
through many ups and downs.
and understands that “the mind
champion involves
put and mistakes
behind you." It is this type of
leadership that has given the
Wolfpack reasonable success in
the early going

“I consider myself a leader on
the field,” Thomas said

As a junior, Thomas improved
by leaps and bounds, having his
best game against UNC, in which
he caught four passes for 66
yards, a career high. Thomas was
presented the Most Improved
award at the season’s end. and
also was the recipient of the Bob
Warren Award, given to the play-

set of a

the ]mw\

Torry Holt:
Playmaker

B Jaime Barnette has quite a few
talented targets to throw to this
season.

Tim HUNTER

Midway ugh the 1997 se
son, N.C. Stale receivers have
continued the proud tradition of
Wolfpack

Opposing

The receiving corps is as talent
ed as ever here at NCSU, and that
is quite a statement. The group

includes All-ACC candidate Tory
Holt, big-play sophomore Chris

Coleman sur
prisng fresh- M

man Eric Leak
not to mention |

the fastest man [

lvis can
outrun any

in the league, with an average of
18.7 yards per catch.

“Holt is one of our best
weapons on offense.” Coleman
said.

Holt hauled in 24 cawches in

seven games last year before sus
cumbing the aforementioned
injury late in the season.

He's a special guy
coordinator Jimmy
He can do 1t ail

nner

offensive
Kiser

and he's

sad

a real

\v\h six touch

zone down carches
this season. If Holt keeps up his
current pace. he will break Eddie
Goines’ single season record of
11 touchdow ches

Lining up on one side of Holt is
sophomore Chris Coleman. The

6-2 200
pounder shone

in the ACC, | . .7 | year. Cole
senior  Alvis |defensive back in [ man's  first
ed

Holt heads up | the league.” |

the group, a
true star in the
league as a
junior. Holt has
more than fully
recovered from a broken collar
bone sustained against UNC
Chapel Hill last season.

The 6-2, 186 flanker was first in

the ACC with 481 receiving
yards going into the Georgia

Tech game, on 23 catches. The 23
grabs were good enough for third

On teamate Alvis Whitted

collegiate
touchdown
catch was the
stuff legends
are made of
Coleman
pulled down a 72-yard pass
against No. 8 Alabama in front of
the home crowd at Carter-Finley
stadium.

Coleman is a great blocker, and
sees himself as a “dependable
big play receiver.” Coleman went
on to say that, “I have been in the

~ Chris Coleman,

er who displays integrity and

leadersk

i
espite his consic
vidual awards, Thomas under
stands that teams win games
together, as a unit
s a ream game Coach
O'Cain stresses that,

said. “When one guy isn't dum"
well, it’s up to the rest of us 10
pick him up, on and off the field.”
Tho! Thomas 1s clearly the
most experienced tight end on the
team, he was challenged for his
starting role in spring practice. 6
5. 241 Ib. Michael Foushee and
245 Ib. Devon Smith give the
Pack three players that would
start for most teams in the ACC,
Foushee, a redshirt junior, saw
limited action last year in all 1
games. Originally joining the

s a walk-on, Foushee has

ed into a solid blocker.
A junior as well, has
n both

! les
of the ball, having played defen
sive end all of the

96 season
Mark and Devon are as athlet
ve had.” proclaims
Brain \mmn ns, assistant coach

as we

saw considerable
action in (hx Syracuse game, as
well as the Northern Illinois
game

As Foushee battled injuries last
season, Thomas was forced to
play almost every down, and is
benefiting from the extra rest the
duo can give him.

Winning, not individual accom
plishments, is the most important
thing for Thomas, however.

“If 1 don’t get a lot of catches,

last dance for Mark Thomas

that's fine, as I
That's t
team,”
Thomas entered the Georgia
Tech game two weeks ago with
138 yards on 14 receptions, good
enough for 10th overall in the
ACC

“We know we
know we can be successful.”
Thomas said, visibly confident
even after the tough losses so far.
“The team is like a family, we're
all riding in the same boat

ndset we have as a

can win, we

“We either sink or swim togeth-
er.

So far, Thomas and the Pack are
doing just that. With his kind of
leadership and unselfishness,
State can reach its goal: finishing
at 1-0 after each week

Torry Holt reels in a pass for tough yardage against the Yellow Jackets. The Jumov has made
quite a name for himself, considered to be the next big receiver for the Pack.

atching

shadows as far as ¢

pass
es.” which is not hard among this
talented group.

Going into the Georgia Tech

.. Coleman had pulled down
3 receptions for 132 yards.
The Shelby, N.C.. native also has
seen time on special teams, col
lecting eight tackles and retrn
ing & punt for 37
son
Senior

yards last sea

Alvis Whitted has the
undisputed claim as the “Fastest
Man in the AC Whitted fin
ished sixth in the 200 meter dash
in the 1996 Olympic trials, and
knows how to use his speed on
the field

Whitted has shown consider-
able progress every year, and had
a breakout game in the Wake
Forest loss, pulling down a

career four catches for 38
yards
Alvis can ou urun w\ defensive

back in the ACC,” Coleman said

Whitted also Yack on
special teams as their star kickoff
return man

A big question for the coaches
going in to the 97 season was
concerning who was going to fill
the fourth spot in the rotation.
Freshman Eric Leak has stepped
up and filled this role quite well
Leak is averaging 10.0 yards per
catch on six catches. Leak is
mproving game by game, and
considerable action in the
loss to Clemson

The 5-8 flanker moved up in the

assists the

saw

depth chart after a spectacular
spring practice
“He's a quick, elusive runner

add some th

Kiser said.

who could really

o our offense

Sophomore Quentin Neals has
also seen action, catching one
pass for 10 yards

This four-man rotation is one of
the best ever at NCSU, and gives
quarterback Jamie Barnette some
great targets on the field

Our versatilty is
threat,” Coleman said

Continuing the unselfishness of
this year’s squad, the guys don't
care who the star is

“If we have to throw to Torry all
day, or all four of us plus the tight
end, that’s fine if it's what it takes

> win,” Coleman said

Look for Holt and this group ¢
new standards before
the season is over

our best

set some
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Seamus Murphy anchors the O-Line

W The Pack's front five look to
give Jaime Barnette all the time he

bad day, it can mean disas-  from the 1996 season with a
for the scoring chance of that  and-a-half of experiel

team AIl-ACC selection last sea-  Pa. started every
nce already  son. son for the Pack

me last
nd has be

team under his belt. Raff is looked Alex Santos owns the guard one of State’s most consistent
needs. Under Robbie Caldwell, assis- at as one of the leaders on the spot on the left side. Standing at performers
tant head coach, this year’s lin line 6-3, out of Orlando, Fla.. Santos Of these five, Rafferty, Gilbert
one of the Pack’s most tal Boyle is the Pack's No.1 choice  brings 316 pounds of toughness  Santos, and Murphy started all 11
and thick in the past few ye. at right tackle, sharing time with up to the front line games last season
For the 1997 se: fellow red-shirt sophomore John Six-foot-five red-shirt freshman Boyle replaced 1996
The overlooked and under Wolfpack line is anchore by  Fletcher, while Rafferty i backs up Ibert Tom Dombalis, and has show
appreciated. seniors Lonnie Gilbert nd up by red-shint freshma yan Knudtson is sec be tougher than ever in the 1997
That is one of the b vays Seamus Murphy he talent Borum, who sat out last season nd on the depth chart behind season.
describe the offensive line of any  that lines up in of State’s  with a foot injury Santos Backing up the group are a solid
football team. These are the guys field g ns deep. Gilbert is State's top pick in the Murphy completes the out-of- core of freshman and sophe
who do their jobs day in and day At tackle are lan Rafferty and guard spot on the right side. state lineup for the Pack mores, ready to step in the next
out, rarely seeing any press, but  Todd Boyle. Gilbert, a 287 Ib. guard Retrning for his fourth year, time that Jamie Bamnette need

at the same time

they are hav-  Rafferty is a rewming starter from Miami, Fla.. was a second the 6-5 senior from Pittsburgh protection in the pocket

Running backs with a mission

M Meet the “other” men in the with him. Junior Joe Johnson
; rounds out the fullback roster
backfield for the Wolfpack. Hubbard, at 6-0, 260 pounds,
MES CURLE is one of the largest fullbacks in
Assistant Sports Edtor the league. and provides extra
strength up the middle when the
Jayne Tunning gets tough

With stars like Tre
Stephens and Carlos Kin, A He’s a full 30 pounds heavier
ing the list of names on the than both
backfield roster for the Hubbard
Wolfpack, it's easy to for
that State even h h

ning backs dressed a

Those backs in question Came aga v
would like to change that as last year. He sco 0-yard
soon as possible suchdown in the fourth quarter

the game out of re
bard saw

Equal to the task
ack  positior

ing time  teams this sea
iors Thet
Smith
Smith (6 i on special teams
mber of Many f the

he ability to start at many of
T'he ust

is ju h depth  Divisior I-A
acking up Carlos King at the Combined with
fullback positior Stephens and hard-charging
o | K I

rm one of the

Sophomore tailback Rahshon Spikes runs for toug}u yardage
against Duke.
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Stephens and King: One last chance

M Senior running backs Tremayne
Stephens and Carlos King are giv-
ing it their all in their final sea-
sons with the Pack.

JAMES CURLE

Assista

Ima;
10 live

How would you live it? One
110 percent, right?

Well, that's not an unfair com
parison of the career of a football
player. He has only four years in
which to do all that can be done
at his position, and hopefully
enjoy a good deal of success
along the way

Trying to accomplish so much
in such a relatively short span of
time means lots of hard work,
enjoying the victories as they
come and learning as much as
you can from the mistakes as they
happen

Both Tremayne Stephens and
Carlos King are prime examples
of players living their four
to the hilt. but from two different
angles

Tremayne Stephens

Not too much more can be said

ine only having four years

about the storied career of
Stephens’ that hasn’t already
been discussed at great length.
He sprung onto the ACC scene
with about as brazen an entrance
as one could make, rushing for
189 yards in his very first game
against Wake Forest. He contin
ued 1o rack up 100-yards games
throughout the season (four, in
fact) and shot his way through the
record books for total rushing

yardage. He also eamed second
team All-ACC honors for his
work during his first year in the
league

His second season came with
great expectations heaped upon
his shoulders, from those hoping
he would repeat the same kind of
success he enjoyed the year
before

But Stephens didn't have the
ally of anonymity on his size his
sophomore season, and conse.
quently the defenses around the
league were keying in on him
from play one. His per-carry
average dropped nearly two
yards, and despite the fact that he
carried the ball 60 more times
than he did in 1994, he had two
fewer 100-yard games.

Most players would get discour

d going from such a stellar
season straight into a frustrating
ly mediocre one. But Stephens
kept plugging away, working
harder than ever in practice and
not dwelling on what could have
been

His junior season saw a mild
improvement from his sopho
more campaign. He touched the
ball fewer tmes than he had a
season before, but his per-carry
average rose a bit and he notched
four more 100-yard games, all
the while scoring five touch-
downs for the second year in a
row

But more importantly, Stephens
accomplished these feats behind
an untested quarterback, and his
solidarity at the tailback position
held the team together through
another rough 3-8 season.

Stephens entered this season
seventh on the Pack’s list of all
time rushing leaders, and some of
the weight he felt on his shoul
ders in 1995 was translated into
the form of a push from tailback
Rahshon Spikes

The sophomore had a tremen
dous spring practice and it was all
Stephens could do to stay in front
of him to avoid relinquishing the

starting job. The push provided
by Spikes was just the thing
needed to spur Stephens on 0
success once again on the grid
iron. He has already put together
two 100-yards games this first
half of the season, with only three
gamie in which he’s rushed below
90 yards.

Stephens will more than likely
finish this season third in the
Wolfpack tankings in career
yardage, third or fourth in career
touchdowns and in the mid-teens
for career yardage in the ACC
standings. Pretty heady stuff for
just four years of work.

Stephens has o be proud of
what he has accomplished. for
most players rarely get to enjoy
that type of success as consistent
ly as Stephens has during their
careers.

Carlos King

While Stephens spent nearly
every game of his collegiate
career under the scrutiny of the
public eye. King's career has
been one more of patience than
performance

King came to N.C. State from
Hargrave Military Academy rid
ing the fence between a large tail
back and a small fullback. His

BT WHANGEO/S T

A
Tremayne Stephens goes the extra mile against Georgla Tech. He rushed for 105 yards against the Yellow Jackets that day.

ALBERT WianGBo/STaes
Carlos King has made the
most of his newfound start-
ing job this season.

lack of size at the fullback posi-
tion contributed partially to his
not starting his freshman year,
but the major factor preventing
his playing time came clad in
#35

Rod Brown entered the 1993
season as a true freshman, and
saw playing time at fullback in
nine of the games that season for
the Pack

A1 6-0, 243-1b., Brown easily fit
into the role of fullback and the
blocking duties that came with it

As the years progressed, Brown
eamed more and more respect for
his ability to play the fullback
position and saw his playing time
increase from a backup role t
dedicated starter

And all the while, King could
only watch from the sidelines
game in and game out, hoping for
scattered playing time here and
there

Last season, however, as Brown
was winding down his care
King saw increased action.
big game of the season c
against Duke, when he ran for 89
yards (including one 62-yard
rush) and caught two passes for
68 yards. Both totals surpassed
his previous career highs. He also
scored two touchdowns that day,
adding further credence 1o his
ability to play a position that tra
ditionally has been held by larger
players ]

He entered this season com
pletely out of the shadow of
Brown, and has performed as
well as anyone — fan, coach or
otherwise — could have hoped
for.

In the tough loss against
Georgia Tech two weeks ago,
King showcased his explosive
ability, turning out a 74-yard
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Bringing the rush
to quarterbacks |

W The D-line for the Pack hopes
to make oppesing quarterbacks
pay.

Ryan KELLOGG
Staff Writer

The Wolfpack defense this sea
son hopes a combination of expe-
rience and determination will
help improve on last season’s dis-
appointing performance. This
new initiative is no better repre
sented than by the warriors in the
trenches — the defensive line.

“I felt personally that after a lot
of games (last year), it was the

1

for part-time

Lifeguards i
Swim instructors |

Posl opening (5 a.m
and day shifts are availsdle

cortification with an emplogment

]

| The YMEA will provide lifegaard |
|

| commitmert.

Misimum starfing pay for calloge
stadeate is $5.7540.
Cortifind lifoguards with
axpurinses ey qualify for mare

To apply call Bean Mathix,
$48-9622 ext. 130.

9216 Bailopwick Rosd
[joot sorth of Six Farks & Stieklnad)

defense’s fault why we lost,”
commented senior tackle George
Williams, “Those days are over
It’s a new season — our season.”

Comprised entirely of players
with two or more years of experi
ence, the Pack’s front four have
proven thus far to be a stiff barri
er for any opponent. Through a
combination of field time and
additional work in the weight
room during the off-season, this
veteran defensive line is brim-
ming with confidence.

“This year’s team is a big
improvement, a very big
improvement,” defensive end
Bobbie Cotton said. “] feel that
there was a lack of togetherness
that was a big problem with last
year's team. We're so close now,
everything is connecting.”

Cotten, along with senior Brad
Collins, start at the defensive end
position for the Pack.

In terms of leadership and
togetherness, one need look no
further than #93, Collins.

The 6-6, 7-1b. fifth-year
senior provides the much-needed
guidance that last year's team
sorely missed. A three-year
starter, Collins has been the back-
bone of the defense this year
coming up big down the stretch
With his 20 tackles. 11 of which

George takes a

Arowew Dars Tuoxes /St

superb season this year.

came against Georgia Tech, Brad
also has been key in stopping the
run this year.

Starting with Collins is Cotten.
2, 240-1b. junior who, until
last spring, was a mainstay in the
linebacker position. The switch,
brought on by his potential at the
position, must have Coach

Avoren Dars Tuexen/Se

George Williams chases down a Wake Forest running back.
So far this season, Williams has amassed 30 tackles, 18

of which were unassisted.

CHECK OUR LOW DISCOR

OPEN 7 DAYS

5115 WESTERN BLVD,
RALEIGH
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859-1338
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during The senior

O'Cain  smiling. Cotten has
thrived at his new position, nail
ing 22 stops and leading the team
with three sacks through the first
half of the season.

Sharing time with Collins and
Cotten is Kyle

lineman is having a

Wray, a teammate of fellow
Garden City alumni Derrick,
brings much needed experience
to the tackle position. Wray has
proven himself 1o be a quick
study to the Pack’s game plan

having con

Blalock, a 6-4, \—Li — ] tributed 16
249-1b. senior (g § hose days tackles and a
who at the | - sack through
beginning of are over. It’s | e firt six
the season was X games.
only expected |d IEW S€ASON —our| = ,
to play a limit S
ed role. But an season.

injury 1« — —

starter Greor 1
Simon On the weak

forced Blalock year's defe 1
into  full-time that's
action. He’s more than lived upto  paid off with 12 for the
expectations, thou, contribut
ing 15 tackles and three sacks. serve are two red-shirt
In reserve are defensive ends eshma Jobn Barksdale and
Clint Johnson (Fr. 6-4, 249), Will  Jeff Kuh, who see limited
Johnson (Fr. 6-2. 207), and a playing time throughout the sea

transfer from Garden City, Kan.,
Community  College, Greg
Derrick (Jr. 6-5, 265)

Plugging up the middle in the
defensive tackle position is a
squad of seasoned veterans and
relative newcomers.

Leading the team at the tackle
position is Williams, a 3-year
starter from Roseboro, N.C. The
6-3, 287-1b. senior is fifth on the
team in tackles with 40 stops, six
of which have been behind the
line. Williams is the workhorse
on the line, having started 2|
games the past two seasons while
providing all-star caliber perfor
mances,

Alongside the veteran Williams
in the trenches are transfer Andre
Wray and letterman Tom Loughlin.

son

This combination of able lead
ership for the defense leads
Cotten to believe that all the hard
work will pay dividends down
the stretch

“I think we're going to finish
strong. We've had some tough
losses, but the losses we've had
are nothing to be ashamed of "
Cotten said

At 3-4, the Wolfpack defense
will be hard pressed to contain
the explosive offense of Florida
State to have any hopes for a
bowl bid. Still, Cotten insists the
defensive line is ready for the
challenge i

“Our strength is our confidence.
We're confident that we can stc p
anyone we play.”
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Linebackers: stopping the run

They are the last
line of defense

M The defensive backs are out
to prove they can dominate the
opposition.

CHIP SOUCY
ntegral part of
fefense and ar
part of any defense
back posit
0. 1 wk
r with the pote
] fominate opposin

ing starters, junior
I-Deen fro
Ga. and sophomore
from N
Shamsid-Deen has played well
this season despite having an
injured hand
good in man
ilso play the zone well

Lawndale Hassan

Hassan s very

overage and can
His leadership and experience

1 and will continue o

ther starter, Tony Scott
equally talented as Deen
ornerback  position
Although Scott is just a sopho-
more, he has seen a lot of play

ing time and has brought valu

it the

ible experience to his position
He and Deen provide a very

strong duo at their position

Scott and Deen are backed up
by senior Kevin Russell and
sophomores Marcelle Hou

and Lloyd Harrison

f comerbacks 1s

and has looked good

en brilliant at times, but they

um at making themselves bet

We ¢ made a lot of men

tal errors,” Hassan Shamsid

Deer said We haven’t
ached our goal yet

Mental errors could be due 1«
the you f th but
there seems to be fewer errors
each game

position

s the players con

inug row. The comerbacks
look d with continued
improvement constantly frus

trate OPPOSING passing games.

They have had a good season
as a unit and will need to con
tinue their strong play for the
rem

yet

ler of the season

aven’t had my best game
Deen said, and that senti
ment seems 1o be the common
theme of the defense this sea
son

Look for Deen and the rest of
the comerbacks to have great
games as the season continues.

interceptions last season with four and has alread:

Tony Scott, poses a formidable

M The State linebackers are
among the ACC's best.

CHIP SOUCY
cam )
Vas pr fe
996 tean ne but' b
tion. Virgin Sta
North ¢ T
W A

This se ha

W

defense ha
je pa M
fense te mug
mproved linebackers. This sea
son, as opposed to the previous
two seasons, the linebackers have

dominated the op
running
played well in passing coverage

teams

games e also

to

Brown, Du;

leadership t
adership

Brown

Hassan Shamsid-Deen (No.7) at a recent practice. The Junior cornerback lead the team in

in the league.

Carpenter bring

S season, we

lon Kee explained

w Dats Tuokm/Stws

ly made two picks this year. He, along with
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Raleigh with its second straight
loss of the season. State had lost
all three of its games so far by a
combined total of only 13 points.

October 18: North Carolina
[NCSU 7
iUNC 20

This was the game that Pack
fans had waited for since the sea
son began. Carolina, ranked
fourth at the tme. entered the
game at 6-0 and owned the sec
ond-longest winning streak in the
country behind Penn State. The
Tar Heels also owned a four
me winning streak inst the
k. including ast two
mes in Carter-Finely. Add to
all that the fact that Mike O’Cain
had never beaten Mack Brown's
squad and the odds seemed pret
ty stacked against the Pack
Nevertheless, the spread was
only 15 points against the Pack

think our best game is still to
come.”

This could sum up the attitude
of this year's squad and their

and after the kickoff State played

erous

State stormed down the field o
their first possession behind the
running of Stephens and punched
in a score with 8:19 left in the
first quarter. The defense played
extremely tough the remainder of
the period, and as the first quarter
came 1o a close State found itself
in command of a 7-0 lead

But that would soon chan;
Carolina’s tailback Jonathon
Linton took over. He ran for a
career-high 177 yards on 34 car
ries, the highest totals vielded by
the Pack this season so far.

And while Linton was tearing
State apart on the ground, the Tar
Heel defense was consistently
getting to Barnette, forcing bad
passes and preventing any kind
of consistency through the air

When the passing game fell
apart, the UNC front could then
focus on shutting down the run
which it did quite well. State fin
ished the game with a mere 47
yards of rushn

So when the final whistle blew
O’Cain crossed the field 1o con.
gratulate Brown on yet another
win at Carter-Finley, a 20-7
sion

deci

mentality. The linebackers have
done well, but feel they can still
do a little bit better

The Pack stll has the biggest
test of the season ahead of it. This
weekend the Pack takes on the
high-powered offense of Florida
State. This game looks to be the
true test and will determine the
toughness of the Pack defense.

Seniors Freshmen vie
for action

( § from Pag

rushing performance, highlight
ed by a67 yard run that set up an
easy Pack score.

His per-carry average for the
season of 6.4 yards outclasses
the next-closest running back on
the team by nearly a yard-and-a
half, and is even further testimo
ny to his ability to pick up big
chunks of yardage when the Pack
needs it most.

King won't finish as one of the
Pack’s top rushers, granted, but
10 say that his fou rs weren't
productive or well spent because
of that is a falsity

chance to
prove )mnwil over the past three
seasons, King has spent his time
well: studying film, working on
blocking techniques, condition
ing. These were the seeds for
success that King is now reaping
on the football field this season.
Stephens and King
Two backs livi ut their four
vears to the best of their ability
And both th equal ally successful

\L.)m this
linebackers
and will

me will be the
best of the
please

season
everyone in
Carter-Finley, save little
section on the end filled with
supporters of the opposing team
With the talent and the experi
the linebackers possess
State could be able to neutralize
the running game of FSI

for a

ence
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W The Pack’s fresh faces look to
contribute this season.

JAMES CURLE
Assstant Sports Edtor

Comin;
1997

into the Wolfpack’s
campaign, Head Coach
Mike O'Cain and his staff have
brought in one of the most deco
rated recruiting classes in recent
history. This 23-man
comprised of 21 freshman, as
well as two junior college trans
fers

class 1s

Not suprisingly,
dominated by
defensive

the class is
offensive
linemen, one of the
weakest areas of the Pack in
recent seasons. Eight of those
new recruits play on the offen
sive side, and five on the defen
sive

Also new to the team are three
wide receivers, two linebackers,
and one of each of the following
positions: defensive back, tight
end, fullback, place kicker, and
punter.

Leading the way for this talent
ed crop of recruits is a defensive
tackle, Derek Allen. The gifted
Allen (6-4, 270). was named to
USA Today's “Super 25 K
and has the potential to con
tribute this season.

Joining Allen on the depth chart
at this position is Rashad Streets.
The 6-3, 280 Ib. tackle was an
All-American  selection  at
Hargrave Military Academy,
which also produced current
State stars Carlos King, Torry
Holt and Duan Everett, among
others.

Other new defensive
include William
260) and
253)

Linebackers Nathaniel
Goodson (6-2 and Corey
Smith (6-3, 225) are talented and
aggressive, continuing the Pack's
tradition of having the finest line
backers around.

Defensive ends Paul Whitaker
6-%. 235) and Andy VanDerVeer
(6-4. 245) bring some local fla
vor to the defense, both hailing
from North Carolina ’

Defensive back Anthony
Carson (5-9, 175) brings consic
erable speed 1o the defense

The offensive side is headed up
by 4 pair of wide receivers, Ricky
Collins and  Willie Wright
Collins, (6-4, 195) runs a 4.4 in
the 40, and was a top-10 basket
ball prospect in the state of
Georgia. Wright (6-4, 200) is a
speedy wideout from Greensboro
Page, which also produced for-

tackles
Brown (6-4,
Darius Bryant (6-2,

250)

mer Wolfpack great and Houston
Oiler Haywood Jeff

ies.
David Stringer (6-1. 190) and

tight end William Pannell com

plete the hist of freshman in skill

positions.

fullback

245) joins

Bruising
Jamison (6-1,

Harold
e N.C

State backfield as the No. 7 run
ning back in the northeastern
United Swutes coming out of

Wilkes-Barre, Pa. Jackson bring
1 rare combo of strength and
quickness, benching 400+ while

running the 40 in 4.6.

Two offensive linemen also
strengthen the Pack. as well as
bringing in some much-needed
size to the front. Keith
Cartwright and Tim  Turner

talent
campaign
320) was select

showed very promising
coming into the "97
Cartwright (6-4

Ist-team All-State out of
Person High School, where he
played with Jamie Barnette

Turner is by far the
newcomers at
Additional lineman joini
this year include Matt Broel (6-5.
280), Tommy DeFoe (6-3, 290),
and Keegan Weir (6-6, 270)
These three round out the new
linemen, giving the Pack consid
erable size and strength

Coming from the same junior
college (Garden City, Kan.),
transfers Greg Derrick and Andre
Wray have helped State’s defen
sive line immediately, competing
for a starting job. Both were rated
in the top 16 JC prospects by
SuperPrep magazine. Derrick (6.
5,250) was an all-state performer
in South Carolina in high school
Wray (6-7. 272) was also recruit
ed by many Division-1I schools to

play basketball. Both said that
they are still adjusting to ACC
football, and are excited about

this year’s squad. Wray also stat
ed he was
rookie whole
both agreed that the “fu
very bright here at State
noted that “socially. there is a |
more 1o do in here (in Raleigh
than in Garden City. You have to
be careful.”

ipressed with the
class as a

and

Also joining the Pack
kicker Kent Passing
punter Jesse Wade

This class is highly touted as
one of the most well-rounded,
versatile recruiting
years,

are place
am, and

classes in

It doesn’t take a prophet 1o see
that the Pack's football rmun
looks mighty bright with this 2
man class.
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The specialists
of N.C. State

W Members of the special teams
squad are often overlooked but
equally important.

Ryan KEeLLOGG
Staff Writer

The Wolfpack special teams
remain a source of explosive
potential this year. Coming off a
96 season that featured an All
American place kicker and a
nationally-ranked punt returner,
the 97 team has some high stan
dards 1o live up to. Fortunately,
thanks to many returning starters,
the Pack has the ability and expe
rience 1o continue its success.

Leading off in the place kicker
position is senior Chris Hensler.
For Hensler, the task of filling the
shoes of a player like Marc
Primanti the first team All-
American and the NCAA's most
prolific kicker for a single season
— is no easy job. But Chris has
used his skills as last year’s kick-
off man to do an adequate job
Midway through the season
Hensler is 7 of 13 for field goals
and a perfect 20 of 20 for point
after attempits.

Jason Biggs. the 5-11 senior,
takes up double duty for the '97
eason as the team’s punter and
place-kick holder.

Biggs was a freshman walk-on,
but through the years has devel
oped into one of the leaders on
the team. In preparation for his
duties this season, Biggs has
focused on his kicking accuracy
and placement while hoping to
cut down on last year's blocked
punts. So far this season Jason is
averaging 38.8 yards per punt
and has had no blocks

Providing the snap for the kick-
ers this year are semior Larry
Daughtry and sophomore Andy
Mallard

Daughtry, a three-year starter at
the long snapper position, has
had a career of excellence. In a
position where a bad snap means
disaster, Larry has been the
model of perfection, never miss
ing his target. As proof. Daughtry
was the one who provided all the
snaps for Primanti’s record
breaking season in 1996,

On the return side the Pack’s
specialists this season are 4 veter

Ar talented offensive

nd defensive pl
speed.
gth is no

s with one

emphasis

This stre better

embodied than leadi
returner, Alvis Whi

Whitted, the fastest man in the
ACC and a potemt receiver on
offense, remains just 202 yards
short of overtaking Ralph
Stringer’s (1973-77) record of
1.991 career return yards. Last
season Whitted amassed 455
yards returning including a
Wolfpack record 174 yards in a
single game against Florida
State. So far this year Whitted
has 14 returns for 349 yards, an
impressive average of 24.9 yards
a return.

Even if opponents wisely kick
away from Whitted, they still
have to deal with Rahshon
Spikes.

Spikes, the sophomore tailback
from Meriden, Conn., was a ter-
ror in the games he returned
kicks in last season. His marks of
158 and 144 return yards against
Clemson and East Carolina,
respectively, were both good
enough for placement in State’s
top five kickoff return yardage in
a single game. Spikes has contin
ued his success through this sea
son's first six games, averaging
19.4 yards per kick-off retumn.

Taking up punt return duties are
starting cornerback Tony Scort
and, as of recently, leading
receiver Torry Holt. Scott, a 5-11,
186-Ib. sophomore, was last
year's number-one punt returner
for the Pack, averaging 9.71
yards per return. An average
which was good enough to rank
the freshman 43rd in the nation
last season. So far Scott has had
five returns for 25 yards this sea-
son.

kick-off

Holt’s role has emerged just
recently as a punt returner but
early signs indicate he may be
used more down the road. Torry
was first used in the role in the
game against Georgia Tech, but
his two returns for 77 yards,
including a 56-yard barn-burner,
are proof enough of his potential
ability

Clearly this year’s special
teams have a good chance to
influence the team’s ultimate
success. As the Pack fights
through the daunting part of its
schedule against natonally
ranked defenses, field position
and field goal percentage will
become increasingly important, a
challenge special teams hopes
they can live up to.

Thanks to everybody who made this tab pos-
sible. We couldn’t have done it without

University Towers
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Better Ingredients.
Better Pizza.

834 - 7272

NOW OPEN FOR LATE NGHT MUCHES!
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