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New season, new attitude for Wolfpack

B The 1993 and 1994 men’s
basketball teams are about as
different as the two nations
they opened their schedules
against

By Owen S. Goop

SeoRIs EDaoR

How far is this year's men’s bas-
ketball eam after its first exhibi
tion game — apart from last year’s
team at the same time?

A world apan.

“There’s just no comparison
between Australia and Poland.” head
coach Les Robinson said, referring
10 the 1993 and 1994 exhibition
openers, respectively

He's nght. This year's Wolfpack is
so different — in terms of confi
and experience — from
last year's it's like comparing
er to polish sausage

For starters, State sends out four
seniors, all with significant playing
experience. all having seen the worst
that the best conference m the nation

dence, pla

Foster’s |3

can dish out. Since the 1991-1992
year — State’s first losing season
since the 1970-71 season, the Pack
never had more than one senior it
could count on by the time its ACC
gamies began

This season the team can lean on
Lakista McCuller, Mark Davis,
Bryant Feggins and transfer Ricky
Daniels, who have all had big
moments in conference play

We've got seniors who've been
through the wars in the ACC.”
Feggins said. “And last year was my
first year back in a while — I was
just getting to know the team last
year. With most teams it’s not the
talent that wins, it’s the chemistry,
and we've got more chemistry this
year”

Feggins spent last year re-accli-
mating himself o college hasketball
after losing two years to a gunshot
wound

I a severe knee injury
Daniels spent his first year with
State in 1994 as a junior-colle
transfer. McCuller and Davis
been together since the beginning

including the character-building

1992-93 season. when they had only
six other teammates at times
Curtis Marshall would make five
seniors, but the point guard will like
ly be redshirted after suffering a
severe cut on his right arm
Regardless of who's leading the
charge, many players agree that the
team is much more confident head
ing into this season than it was head
ing into last year
The number one thing seems o
be the commitment of the players.”
suid guard Jeremy Hyatt. “The
seniors have seen the bad and good.
and ovescome a lot of adversity, and
we're all coming together now with
the younger players.”
e've got a new attitude; we've
been working hard and concentrat
ing on playing together.” McCuller
Sa We do not doubt ourselves.
This is our y what we've
got (0 do. ot the person
nel 10 do it
Aside from the semors, and solid
juniors Todd Fuller and Marcus
Wilson, the Wolfpack introduces two
highly-touted freshmen. The arrival

and we

Rebuilding continues, but
Robinson feels caught up

W After four disappointing and
turbulent seasons, Coach Les
Robinson faces the upcoming
season with the fewest sethacks
since he became coach.

BY AARON MORRISON
SiarF WanER

Four
xetball p

ars after taking over a bas
gram seemingly destined
N.C. State head
coach Les Robinson finally feels
caught up

Over his last four seasons,
Robinson and his Wolfpack have
faced many hardships and sctbacks.
They have ranged from NCAA pro-
bation to major injuries 1o impact
players.

Through it all, Robinson remains
positive and can't wait to complete
the rebuilding of Wolfpack basket
bl

I feel like we're right now, for the
first time. on level ground,”
Robinson said. “Everything from
academic rules, 10 having a full sup-
plement of scholarships, recruiting,
everything.”

Robinson’s job, when he took it in
1990, was 1o rebuild the Wolfpack
men's basketball program from the
ground up. athletically and especial
ly academically

He has done it acadsmically, but
fans want the wins. And he knows it

“We receive a multitude of letters
coming in from people who are
more concerned with the academic
stature of the university commend:
ing us.” he said. “People who want
10 win, but who say, ‘We're proud of
what you have accomplished.’ But 1
say in the same breath that 1 know
the bowom line is winning games.
And that are going to do.

We b wrselves in a posi

for destruction

< what we
we put

tion to win games and win in the
classroom. and that is why this will
be the most satisfying rebuilding job
that 1 have ever been involved in.”

For the second-straight year, the
Wolfpack baskeiball team ranks first
in average SAT scores in the ACC
both Duke and North Carolina
were included in the list

Now that Robinson has rebuilt his
team academically and set the stan-
dard for other programs around the
country, he must make his team a
national contender on the basketball
court

“We had 10 go through this painful
process 1o accomplish what we have
academically, and we had 10 accom
plish a lot,” Robinson said. “Now
we are ready to be successful in both
areas. We have regained enormous
credibility in the academic world
Now. we want to gain that same
credibility once again in the basket
ball world.”

To many fans, the basketball world
is what it is all about. and Robinson
knows that all too well. In his past
four years at State, he has struggled
w0 a $1-67 overall record, with 20 of
those wins coming in his first sea-
son

ready for a wrnaround
The NCAA has made that very hard
for the Wolfpack

For example, State had to reduce
the coaching staff for a couple of
years. reduce scholarships and
reduce recruiting time.

Because of those
recruiting has been
Robinson and his staff were able to
recruit a top 25 player — Chuck
Korne, for example — he
became academically incligible at
N.C. State
been ¢

sanctions.
a problem. When

However, he would have
ligible 10 play at any universi

ty in America. including Duke or
Stanford

Robinson said that is an abnormal
circumstance but one that he sup
ported from the beginning. He was,
however, unaware of some of the
unforeseen circumstances the rule
would bring

“It was something we had to do,
but that made our job much
tougher.” Robinson said. “Had we
had that top 25 player along with
three or four others. we wouldn't
have been going backwards at
times.”

Those problems along with some
other unpredictable events, includ
ing injuries both on and off the
court, have made Robinson's tenure
rocky 10 say the least

“I think we could have handled the
injuries if we had had the foll sup-
plement of scholarships and we had-
't lost players to academics.”
Robiason said. “If you are deep in a
position and you lase & guy, it's not
as bad as if you are three or four
deep and two guys flunk out. That's
when you're hurting

Now that freshmen players will be
able 1o get their feet on the ground
and get adjusted to college life
before they are evaluated — a luxu-
ry just acquired this year —
Robinson hopes it will take some
pressure off of his younger players.

“We have every reason 1o believe
that all our guys will fair well acade-
mically.” he said, “but we also know
that if a freshman on a final exar
slips up, he doesn't have that pres-
sure

of Ishua Benjamin and C.C
Harrison, both guards with a boat
load of awards from high school,
leaves the team confident and opti
mistic knowing a successful future
could be in the works.

“Any time you bring in new guys
who can get the jub done cenainly
adds confidence.” McCuller suid
“Ishua and C.C. can certainly get the
job done.”

The two gave good reason for high
expectations after their exhibition
with the Polish National Team
Benjamin's first assist was an alley-
oop pass 1o Wilson: Harrison had a
nice transition score off a fast-break
pass from Benjamin

And Benjamin understands his

me I'm supposed o get
it 10 the
peaple with the hot hand,” Benjamin
said. That he did, four times. and
almost had another alley-o00p to
Wilson had Wilson not been fouled
on the wisy up

“He gave us some good sparks.”
Robinson said. “You saw the passes

he threw — it wasa't luc

While State may need luck sgainst
conference heavyweights, it can
count its skill more often this year.
Robinson said the 1994 team made
great strides in conference play by
winning five ACC games and play-
ing defending national champion
North Carolina tight at home
Barring injury 1o last year’s major
players. and all return, the Wolfpack
should build on that success.

“We made a lot of progress ion the
league last year,” Robinson said. “In
December, we weren't a very good
team. In January and February we
miade major progress.”

Still, non-conference losses 1o
Davidson, Campbell and Florida
Atlantic — and all three should have
been victories, no matter how down
the team was — stunted the team’s
growth. This year's slate features
Prairie View A&M, Radford and
Howard in the early goings. bul the
team should reasonably win all its
games before Kansas and be 8-0
before receiving the Jayhawks at
home

\¢‘
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Fuller solid in the pivot

W After last year
performance, Todd l'nller

to become a leader by
example and help the team
improve its record.

By Rich O’Keg
Sware Wi

ressive

It seems a bit ludicrous 1o recall
N.C. State fans and critics were wor-
ried last year about losing center
Kevin Thompson to the NBA

If there is one thing State has the
fewest worries about and can rely on
this year, it 15 the center.

Todd Fuller, 2 6 11" junior out of
Charlotie in his first season as a full
ume starter not only filled
Thompson's shoes, he made a name
for himself. With the departure of
players like Eric Montross and
Sharone Wright to the NBA, there is
a new crop of emerging dominant
centers in the ACC. And Fuller is in
company with Maryland’s Joe Smith
and Duke’s Cherokee Parks near the
top of the conference

The only player on the
stan every

team to

game last year, Fuller
posted team-high averages of 11.8
nis and 8.4 rebounds (good for
fourth in the ACC). For that, he was
third-ieam all-ACC selection

1 have a goal of playing after
school is done,” Fuller said
“Whether it be overseas, the CBA or
the NBA, | don't care right now
I've got two more years left hei
and thar's most important.”

Not only is Fuller following up on
that statement with his effonts on the
court in practice. he is doing it in the
classroom. At last check, he has
posted more than his share of semes-
terly 4.0s and has been named
Academic All-District.

He has a simple approach to his
school work ethic

“While I'm here, | might as well
put in some hard work,” Fuller said

That same hard work is evident in
his play. Fuller has been called
everything from a throwback to
another era to a workhorse.

“I try to limit myself 10 a few post
move try and do 100 much, and

Todd Fuller

3 500 773
994 3029 482 000 753
Tomis 57-32 475 167 759
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a mid-range shot.” Fuller said of his
game. “1 don't have any fear of tak
ing it (the jump shot),”

Fuller scored most of his points off
tough moves in the paint and a soft
shooting touch from his hook. the
free-throw line, and out on the floor
when opposing centers wouldn't
step out. As far as his offensive
game is concerned, don't expect 10
a big difference

“My role really hasn't changed too0
much in the offense.” Fuller said.
“Of course 1 would like w0 improve
in all aspects of my game. but I'm
not being asked to do too much dif

ferently as far as my game is con
cerned.”
One thing’s for sure, many will be

looking to Fuller for leadership. He
sees his role as being less vacal, but
equally important

“1 think there are
leaders.” Fuller said
ones and the leaders by example and
hard work. We've got some seniors
who are more su

two types of

ed for the first, so
I feel it is my job to work hard. I've
been here two years now and 1 know
what is going on, so | am exj
o contribute more in that are:
The expectations come from his

cted

team, as well as the students and

fans who support the team

There is pressure for us 10 win
more this year, because of the n‘uh
tion and expectations at N.C. State,
Fuller said. h (Les] Robinson

y gene! with his
goals for now hu ause we are only
three weeks into practice. We need
W muk hard and the rest will take
care of itself.”

Despite the dismal predictions for
the Wolfpack, Fuller feels something
< m be done about it

Preseason polls don’t mean any
thing.” Fuller said. “It’s the teams
that get their chemistry together and
keep it that will succeed

“Looking back at last year and the
[79-71] home victory against
Maryland, it really showed what we
are capable of.” Fuller added

1f we can play 80 percent of what
we did in that first half, we can be as
good as anybody

nior

The Law Offic;sTf
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Year ' G-GS

Bryant Feggins

FG Pct.  3PT Pel,

Senior

FT Pt Reb. A

1990 300 485 000 553 75 12
1991 3131 535 000 783 160 45
1992 Injured
1993 Injured
1994 30-23 491 400 400 134 24
Totals 91-55 512 167 660 369 81

Captain and fat

O §

134

23 2 7 126 42
51 15 11 413 133
60 17 11 275 92

52 814 89

her, Feggins setting

example for more than his team

WA summer full of condition-
ing, dieting and playing bas-
ketball has Bryant Feggins
ready for his final season at
State.

BY KEVIN BREWER

+ W

s comeback wasn’t
h for Bryant Feggins.
it was

Sure
nine

s good stan: he scored
and grabbed
rebounds per game it was just
the first step. This year has (o be
another step forward

In fact, if last
was the
would k

My high

yints five

if that
he

come back at all

1£ 1 didn't feel like | could do
the same things on the court, | would
have given up.”

This summer, Feggins didn't give
up. He knew he was out of shape last
season. And he didn’t want to come
into practice this year in the same
shape.

He lifted weights every day, build-
ing up to a 350-pound bench press
He stuck 1o a diet of mostly chicken,
fish. pastas. salads and vegetables
He ate at certain times and never kate
at night

Now, Fe,

ns has lost

about 15

Daniels ready to

B The senior forward hopes to
improve on last year's perfor-
mance and become a leader for
the Wolfpack.

By ANNA MARSHALL
We

Entering his second year at N.C
State, Ricky Danicls is ready to push
hard for several things. But not for
the second-rate.

Daniels” playing for State is a
dream turned reality, but the senior
sees this year as a time 10 do more
than live out a childhood ambition.

“Iam going to be more of a leader
this year.” Daniels said. "It looks
like I'll get a lot more minutes, and
I'm fighting for a starting position. |
just think I'm going 10 be a better
leader.”

This 6-6 forward needs 1o continue
his late-season stride. He broke free

Ricky Daniels

pounds — down to 238 pounds and
12-percent body fat

He also played in three or four
summer leagues. and with former
State players Kevin Thompson.
Chucky Brown and Cozell McQueen
and former Duke player Kevin
Strickland

“ICs the first time I've felt good
about my game in two years,
Feggins said. “I've always felt like |
Last year, it took me

Id compete

half the year 10 get in shape. This
year I'm coming back in shape
Sometimes [ couldn't go after 4

se | was tired 1 would
nake 4 move. but I'd be 100 tired to
!vnM. it. And then I'd have to move

down the court and §

w0t playing basketball for two
seasons. His last season was 1990,
91, when he averaged 13 points and
five rebounds.

Al the beginning of what was sup
posed to be his junior year. he tore
his anterior cruciate ligament in his
left knee. Out one season

Then on April 25, 1992, he was
shot in the right shoulder during a
confrontation on North Carolina
A&T's campus. Out another season
For a while, he lost the feeling in his
right hand

And he considered not
attempting a comeback at all. He sat

once

for 20 points off the bench against
Florida State in January, and started
the final 15 games.

Three games later Danicls joined
State’s starting lineup. He hit double
figures in points four times, and was
a three-point threat, finishing 18 of
56 behind the line. He averaged a
modest 5.6 points per game last year,
but most of that was due (o poor per
formances before his breakout game
in January. He averaged 4.5
rebounds a game and was the team's
leading rebounder in eight games
His 67 assists were the second-best
on the team.

But there is still a lot of room for
improvement
not oo satisfied with fast sea
Daniels said. “I think if 1 have
a real. real good season, | can look
farther on playing ball somewhere
That's what I'm working hard for

1 think my game is going to pick

Senior

Year G-GS EGPct. 3PTPet.  FTPch = "Rebi A

1994 30-15 .388

.321

579

with his mother and told her he did
't want to. Just like that. She
witlked away from the table.

“She was disappointed.” Feg
e couldn’t believe 1 said

said

Feggins credits his mother for his
successes. She raised him in a tough
neighborhood in Winston-Salem
She tied his shoes and zipped his
pants when he couldn’t. She
always been there

Now Feggins wanis o be
Four months ago, he became

something he grew up without

Now chasing his dream. playing pro-
fessional basketball, involves his
daughter Brandi. too

“I want 10 be able 0 g
the thing I didn’t have,” Feggins
said. “1"d rather be a good man and
good father to my child than an all
star hasketball player.”

or the season and this N.C

State team, he is the only
10 a successful past,
Wolfpack ady
Tournament in 1991
oldest player on the te
years.

there
a father

my child

connection
when the

And he says he will assume a lead
ership role — but not too much

“They have
selves,

to want it for them
Feggins said

lead

up in all arcas, defensively and
offensively. I'm pretty much work
ing on everything. 1 think everything
has gotten a ot better

With many milestones in the shad
Ricky Daniels focuses throu
the tunnel

Looking forward and letting the
past stand on its own, he is concen
trating on the days to come

“I'm working hard for this team
for us to win a lot more games and
then for my career after State,
Danicls said. “I want to play ball
possibly overseas. I | play well and
with a little luck. the NBA

At Anderson.
17.3 points. 7
and 2.3 steals to earn all-conference
and all-Region X honors his fresh
man and sophomore years. As a
sophomore, he was recognized as an
honorable mention for the JUCO all
America team

ows

Daniels averaged

rebounds, 5.6 assists,

Avg.
168 5.6

9

23
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Wilson working to

reach the

B Marcus Wilson strives for
new levels with his play, while
giving of himself to his team
and the community.

By MicuageL Tobp
Stase WhnteR

Practicing with the men’s basket
ball team has stretched Marcus
Wilson's drive and determination.

He wants 10 see how far it can go.

“IU’s been kinda intense,” Wilson
"I want it 10 be more intense.”

One of the Pack’s most athletic
players, Wilson drives himself to
become betier

trying to work on

handling. shot selection. Everything
1 think everything is my weakness. |
don’t think 1 have one strong point
yer

Many people could argue with
Wilson about that, but no one can
deny what he means 1o this team

A junior swingman, Wilson stated
14 games last season. He was the
Pack’s fifth-leading scorer, averag-
ing just over six points a game.
Wilson scored in double figures six
times, including a career-best of 16
in a close game at home against
North Carolina.

But don’t think that Wilson can
just score. He was second on the
team in blocked shots with 20,
fourth in steals with 22 and M...Lu:
three rebounds per game last

Wilson was named to the all A(‘(
freshman second team and played
with the all-ACC team that toured
Canada two years ago,

“That was lots of fun and we faced
some really good competition in the
nes.” Wilson said
Wilson's intensity is also
expressed on the practice court with
a hutle bit of trash-talking

1 try 1o be (vocal).” joked Wilson.
“You've got 10 have fun while you
are playing. You're going to see it in
4 game. so you might as well see it
in practice.”

us Wilso

Weor GG FORL  WTPe AR Rebi. © KT T

w3 277 357 350 552
1994 3014 43 00 595
Towls 57-21 403 304 577

next level

His talking can be seen as a sign of
leadership, something that Wilson
has shown plenty of in his basketball
career

Last year, Wilson led the Pack 1o
victory over Oregon State by scoring
14 points on seven of 11 shooting
He also played a key role in other
games, with 13 and 12 points in
wins over Hawaii and UNC
Asheville, respectively,

But what Wilson may be best
known for is his dunking ability

Wilson has been the architect of
many of the State dunks seen in the
highlight reels.

“Llet it happen,” Wilson said about
his dunks. “If you think about it,
then it won't happen. | try not 1o
think about dunks: it’s just part of
the game.”

In high school, Wilson earned
first-team all-state honors by the
Greenshoro News & Record follow-
ing his senior year in which he aver.
aged 24.5 points and 6.5 rebounds a
game.

As a sophomore, he scored 14
points and pulled down 6.5 rebounds
10 help his team (o a state runner-up
finish.

But there is another side to Marcus
Wilson that many students don't get
to see. Born in Monroe. N.C., he
was raised by his grandmother since
he was three weeks old.

Wilson is a soft-spoken. polite
young man who prefers to avoid
attention whenever possible, which
isn't easy being a high-profile bas
ketball player

In his free time, he finds ways to
give back to the community. This
past summer, Wilson worked at a
basketball camp back home. Back in
high school, he was the supervisor at
his local community gym for two
years. Wilson has also been a moti-
vational speaker to youth in the area.

“Talking to young kids is some.
thing I've really come 1o enjoy.”
Wilson said. I talk to them about
setting goals and believing in them-
selves.

Junio

2 7 a
% 31 3 2 2
W2 58 7

87 62
U 2 97 52

HEY STATE FANS
HERE'S A CHANCE FOR YOU
TO SUPPORT

WOLFPACK ATHLETICS
THE TIME IS NOW TO JOIN THE STUDENT
WOLFPACK CLUB

HURRY & JOIN NOw!!!
CALL 515-2112

Jeremy Hyatt

Yeor G-GS
1994 293

F.G Pct.
234

3PT Pet.
140

FT Pet.
667 30

Reb. A
37

Sophomore
T0

35 23 8 44 15|

Hyatt will be needed at point

] Jtrl-n? Hyatt will be looked
to for help at point guard this
season.

BY MICHAEL PRESTON
Swr Weanter

With all the talk around campus
about “the backcourt of the future”,
people are beginning to overlook
one small detail.

The backcount of the present

So. when you make the journey to
Reynolds Coliseum to watch the
Wolfpack this year, don't expect
Ishua Benjamin to come trotting out
when the starting point guard posi-
tion is announced.

That job will be filled by sopho-
more Jeremy Hyatt

“I wasn’t expecting it [the starting
job], but 1 was expecting to play and
contribute to the team, and help it
win,” Hyatt said about his new role.

Hyatt only averaged 12 minutes a
game last season, but this year will
be different. With Curtis Marshall
out for the season. Hyatt is going to
be a big contributor, no matter what

“I'm not really worried about start-
ing or not starting, or anything like

" Hyatt said. “1 just want 1o play
and help the team win. Whatever
position they put me a I'm going to
do the best that | can.”

Most of the time, the reason head
coach Les Robinson inserted Hyatt

into the game was for defensive rea-
sons. Despite his lack of playing
time, he was tied for third on the
team in steals with 23. For that,
Lindy's ACC Handbook awarded
him with an A, the highest mark on
the team, for his his stellar play on
defense. But defense was never a
problem for Hyatt, who had 141
steals in_high school

If there is any concem, it is with
his offensive productivity. In the 29
games he appeared in, his shooting
percentage was a dismal 234, and it
went down 10 140 from beyond the
three-point stripe. The result was a
scoring average of just 1.5 per game

In the off-season, Hyat addressed
the probiem in his old stomping
grounds.

“1 did a lot of shooting at my old
high school. 1 just tried 10 practice
some of the things that I needed to
work on, especially my shooting,”
Hyat said. 1 also worked on my
passing, and my ball-handling, but
mostly my shooting. I think it's
picked up a lot”

Whether or not it has remains to be
seen. Hyatt will have to improve on
his .219 shooting percentage in ACC
contests in order for the Pack to be
truly successful this season.

However, the pressure for this
team 10 succeed will not be placed
on his shoulders alone. That would
be a lot 10 ask from a man whose
career high in assists is four. Most

likely, Hyatt will split time at the
point with Benjamin, the highly-
touted freshman from Concord, N.C

“He'll put on a linle show,” Hyatt
began. “He's got a lot of abilities, he
made some nice passes and some
nice decisions, but he's young. So,
you know, he’s a little loose. A little
wild. He rcmmkd mie a little of me
last year™

Versatility is another advantage
Hyatt has going for him. While he'll
start at the point, his 6’ 6" height
allowed him to record four blocks
against Maryland last year. He can
also get in and rebound, and aver-
aged one a game, even with limited
playing time

Most importantly, Hyatt’s main
objective this year is 10 contribute 10
the team’s success. He feels like he
can help N.C. State reach the expec-
tations that they have set out to
achieve.

“One of our goals is 10 go 500 in
the ACC,” Hyatt said. “We have to
win all the games we're supposed to
win, and then go 500 in the confer-
ence. If we do that, we'll be where
we need 10 be.”

Patience is the key for both Hyau
and the fans this season. He has the
potential 1o be a key player for the
Pack, especially while it grooms
Benjamin and C.C. Harrison for the
future.

But the future has arrived for
Jeremy Hyatt

Davis won’t waste final season

M Mark Davis will get one last
shot at a season like the one he
had as a freshman, and he’s
determined to make the most
of it.

By JoE GiGLIO
Siars Wenier

Come back.

In his senior season, Mark Davis is
determined to do just that

After a promising rookic campaign
that included 57 three-pointers and a
11.0 scoring average. the 6-5 swing
man endured subpar sophomore and
junior seasons. “People expect me to
produce. 1 accept that challenge and
1'm looking forward to having a
break out year.” said Davis.

But duc to physical and mental dis-
tractions, Davis’ play was below the
standards he had set in his initial

season
During his sophomore year, Davis
suffered a broken bone in his shoot-
ing wrist and Jast season a sprained
thumb slowed his physical progress.
Davis doesn’t feel his lack of pro-
duction is solely due 1o the injuries.

A combination of the injuries, media
pressure, and expectations have hin-
dered his psyche.

“There is pressure from myself,
my family, my friends and the
media. But I'll accept the grief,”
Davis said

Davis believes that the past two
seasons ure unfairly compared 0 his
freshman year.

“In my freshman year, when 1
played with Tom Gugliotta, he drew
double-teams that freed me up for
open shots. This past two season’s
teams could focus more on me and
the open shots were not there as
often.” stated Davis

Also Davis pointed to the minutes
played in the ‘92 season compared
1o the last two years. Davis logged
836 minutes in 92 compared 1o the
467 last year.

In the off-season Davis worked
hard to physically prepare for the
upcoming season. His workouts
included extra hours in the weight
room and on the track.

Davis feels he is in “the best shape
of my career” and believes the extra
effort will pay dividends on the

court

“I want 1o help this team win. I'll
do whatever it takes, whether it is
scoring points or playing defense.”
said Davis.

Davis also feels that his leadership
can be a contributing factor to the
team.

He said, “As a senior on this team,
Ifeel it is my job 1o help the younger
guys make the transition 10 the col-
lege level ™

As for the possibilty of being the
first class in twenty-five years o fail
1o reach the postseason, Davis is not
worried about that far off in the
future.

“We have 1o take of winning bas-
ketball games, and if we do that, the
postscason will fall into place,” said
Davis.

Davis is looking forward to his
senior campaign. He is in the best
shape of his career, and he is a little
older and wiser than when he first
got here from Utica, Miss.

*“1 wouldn’t change anything I've
done here,” Davis said. “I've
enjoyed playing here and | don’t
regret any success or failures that

Mark Davis Senior
Yeor G-GS FGPd. 3PTPa,  FTPcth A
1992 30-29 461 413 542 126 39
1993 23-20 340 .340 583 103 48
1994 298 351 365 633 229 87
Tokals 82-57 395 3N 579 458 174

52 W 2 329 110
43 14 6 191 83
95 31 8 152 52
190 62 16 672 82
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The future is now

M A host of new players should
nake an immediate and dra-
matic impact on the Wolfpack

men’s team.

BY AARON \l()kkl\u\
Stare Wie

The future is here.

They've been called everything
irom the future of N.C. Stute basket
ball 1o a rebirth of “Fire and Ice.”

ey come in the form of two young
guards from North Carolina — 6-5
Ishua Benjamin and 6-3 C.C
Hamison

They have been labeled as State's
backcourt of the future, but with
starting point guard Curtis Marshall
out for the season, the future could
become the present

“They're gonna get minutes,” State
coach Les Robinson said. “But
nature will just have to take its
course. If their performance in prac-
tice is any indication, and usually it
is. they will get some quality min-
utes.”

Benjamin hails from Concord,
N.C. He comes off a tremendous
senior season with Concord High
School. In his last year he averaged
205 points, 6.7 assists. 6 rebounds
and 5.3 steals per game.

He shot 45.6 percent from the floor
and 71 percent from the free-throw
line as he led the Spiders to the 3-A
state semifinals. They lost the game
despite Benjamin’s 27-point effort

That great scason carned him
recognition as a fourth-team Parade
Magazine all- Ameri He was also
the leading vote-getter for the AP
all-state team, and was named “Mr
Basketball™ by the Charlotte
Observer. And Dave Bones of Cage
Scope rated him the nation's 49th
best player

Harrison arrived in Raleigh via
Reidsville, and is coming off & great
final season at Reidsville High
Harrison led his team to a perfect
30-0 record and a state champi-
onship his senior year. Not only did
he lead them there, he won it. In the
final two seconds, Harrison buried
the game-winning shot 1o defeat
Winston-Salem Parkiand.

Ironically, Parkland was the team
that ended Benjamin’s chances of a
title. Parkland upended
Concord in the semifinals,

During the season, Harrison aver

state

aged 24.1 poinis, 5.2 assisis and 3.4
steals per game. Harrison it it up
from deep during the season. He was
50 percent from beyond the three
point arc, 52 percent when inside it
and 80.6 percent from the free-throw
line

Harrison eamed Player of the Yea
honors in the Triad 3-A Conference
The Associated Press  and
Greensboro's News and Record
called him North Carolina’s best
player. He was named a McDonald's
All-American as well

Many high hopes ride on the
shoulders of these two youngsters,
and both coaches and players think
they will tum out just fine

The end resull is | think we're
going 10 be. we meaning the sta
the fans, the supporters, are going 10
be very happy with these two young
men,” Robinson said. “1 couldn't be
happier with their progress. their
awitudes and their work in the class
room.”
“They give us a lot of depth in the

backcourt,” senior guard Lakista
McCuller said Ty
who can really be stal
court and be quality ACC players.”

Three additions will also be added
to the Wolfpack's froricourt, and
only two of them will have to wa
year. Al Pinkins, 6-6 Tonxthan
Grissett, 6-7, and 7-foot Steve
Norton all transferred 1o State

Pinkins hails from Chipola Junior
College in Marictta, Ga. He will
probably be the only of the three
playing this ett, who came
in from Allegan ) Community
College, will most likely be redshint
ed. Norton was at Furman and is

Harrison (left) was the AP's
player of the year in 1994.
Benjamin is The Charlotte

Observer's Mr. Basketball.

ineligible this season because of his
wansfer. He will play next year as a
sophomore
Pinkins,
named 1

4 junior forward,
Blue Chip Hlustrated’s
junior college Dream Team. He
averaged l‘
rebounds per game.
1o rebound
and
Pinkins
from knee surgery
hopes in a fow w

was

points and 3
But Gnissett had
both a pre-season
ason ko
currently recovering
and Robinsor

¢ injury

ks he can make
an impact for his team
We know what he can do, and
he's two or three weeks from being
out there,” Robinson said. “But 1
think by mid 10 late December, he'll
be a contributor (o this team. People
ike him
Grissett led his team 1o a 23-7
record and the Region XX
Championship last He aver-
aged 17.1 points and 6.9 rebounds
per game in that campaign, and hit
50 percem from the floor and 70 per
cent from the line

We are redshirting  him
[Grisseu].” Robinson said. “We have
seen a ot of good signs. He has

ny tools and skills

In the futy Norton will most
ely be the “big™ man in the mid
e is the Pack’s f
¢ Chuck Nevit

st seven-foot

We really like what we see in
him,” Robinson said. “He'll be ¢
in there with Todd [Fuller] neat y
He has three more years after
ne

Lakista McCuller

Yeor  GGS EGAE TR FT R
w2 27-1 152 325 689
24
149
341

Kista bent

ior captain Lakista
McCuller has accepted his role
as a leader and hopes to lead
the team to postseason play.

By Jok GiGLio

W

Teams go only as far as their lead
ers take them.

And team leader Lakista McCuller,
a senior captain
Wolfpack squad is he
postseason

With the prospect of being the first
class in 25 years 10 never go to the
postseason, McCuller plans to do
everything possible 10 have this
team playing in March. In his final
campaign, McCuller senses an
urgency for the team and its desire
10 reach NCAA or NIT toumnament
play

We have the talent and the ability
e, but it's now or never for
the seniors,” McCuller said.

The flashy 6-3 shooting guard
from Andersonville, GA is a lethal
outside marksman. He nailed 60
three-point baskets last season and
averaged 10.4 points per game. With
good ball-handling skills and the
ability 10 take the ball to the hoop.
McCuller is a triple threat on
offense

This season McCuller hopes to
take his game to new heights

I have high expectations for this
year,” he said. “We can play at the
next level if we are physically and

ally strong night in and night

says this year's
ded to the

to get the

mes, it is not unusual 1o

uller hitting threes or mak

als. Also, during conditioning

at the end of practice, it is not

unusual to find McCuller sprint
ahead of the rest of the team

Senior
[

on NCAAs

McCuller accepts
that comes with le

the hard we

etiing job done
on and off the coun.” McCull
I've accepted the
leader
One of his fir S is 1o groom
the youn s 1o fill the
left by the injury to his backcourt
mate, Curtis Marshall
The loss of Curtis puts more
weight on my should McCuller
ger guys have to step
up and wy to fill his shoes. They
lack the cxperience. but they have
the ability 10 produce.”
In particular. McCuller pointed t¢
Jeremy Hyatt and fresh

void

“Ishua is for real.” McCuller said
He makes the people around him
better. I definitely think he will help
replace Curtis

Another task McCuller feels is par
ticularly important is getting the
team mentaily prepared for each
game. McCuller felt that last year
the Pack had
the level of its cc

“We played real well in our big
games, but we struggled emotionally
in others,” McCuller said. “If we
beat the Davidsons and Florida
Atlantics, that is four or five more
wins for us. We have to play
same level each game regardless
they are an ACC opponent or not

“If we can accomplish that, ther
no telling what obstacles we
hurdle.”

This year McCuller believes 1f the
Pack earns respect on the court, then
the media and fans will follow

“People will respect us,” he suid

We have got a good squad, and we

tendency 1o play to
ipetition.

are coming together as 4 team

and UNC

N

/ADVANCE PICK-UP GAMES

There will be three camp-out lines for the
following games, with the exception of the Duke
games where there will be four li
The Coliseum Box Office will distribute tickets at
the three outside ticket windows from 7:00 AM
to 4:00 PM on the first day and from 830 A M. o
4:00 PM. on the second day if tickets remain

Distribution Dates
December
January 17

February
February 2

GAME DAY PICK-UPS

For the following games, the Coliseum Box Office
will distribute tickets at windows 3 and 4, beginning
two and one half hours before game time and
continuing as long as student tickets remain

Georga Toch (02

Palish Team
N C.AAL

Prairie View A&M
Howard Univ

Radford Univ
Charleston Southern
UNC-Asheville
Maryland-Eustern Shore
Winthrop Univ

Virginia

William and Mary

y /N
RiH

600 Bilyeu

For more info.,

GO WOLFPACK

from
Aquinas House
Catholic Student Center
4 CATHOLIC MASSES at
N.C. State Each Weekend
ALL ARE WELCOME!!

5:30pm Aquinas House

(across from Pullen Park)

9:00am Aquinas House

11:00am Student Center Annex Theatre
7:00pm Bostian Hall, Room 3712

contact Fr. John Wall,
Chaplain @ 833-9668
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