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Governor-elect Mike Easley celebrates his victory Tuesday night at the Democratic headquarters at the North Raleigh Hilton.
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Bonds pass easily

¢ N.C. State will receive $468 million
for facility upgrades,

Nicole Zaebst and
Jack Daly
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This is @ yery important
by the citizens of North Caroling it
support of their university and com
munity colleges,” said Molly Broud
president  of the UNC  System

There's no doubt about it

N(C State  will  be
$468.256,655 with the passage of the
bond. Chancellor Marye Anne Fox
celebrated the evening with almost
200 others at the Brownstone Hotel
She stressed her pride in NCSU stu
dents for their active participation in

ampagning for the bond

Obviously it's very important
Fox said. "It reflects a strong advoca
¢y, It emphasizes the importance of
education.”

Althot the bhond was favored 10
win, it has encountered opposition in
the past, In 1999, opposing view
points kept a hgher education bond
from reaching a vote in the General
Assembly
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Chancellor Fox gets the thumbs up for the Higher Education Bond.
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also with the extension services in
each of the 100 counties,” Broad said

It wis o powerful message to all
parts of the state about the importance
of the university.”

Ben Raffin, chairman of the LN
Board of Governors, said that this
was the largest education hond ever
passed in the United States. He samd
the bond passed because everyone in
the state recognized the importance of
improving educational fucilities

Andrew Payne, an NCSU student
who is also the only student on the
UNC Bourd of Governors. was excit
ed ahout the outcome. “They voted 1o
keep the doors of opportunity open.

Payne said. “The only way to do that
is 10 keep tuition as low as possible.”
NCSU's College of Engineering is
set to receive §79.371,700 - almost 20
percent of NCSU's total
If you've ever had classes in un
engineering building. you already
know why,” said Shu Fang
of industrial
NCSL
In the Park Shops building, some
windows are cracked and broken with
little or no insulation, and the ceilings
in the computer lab leak. destroying
equipment when it rains. The class
rooms are crammed with 35 10 40 sty
dents in rooms intended for 15 to 20,
Both the professors and the students
in engineering are proud of their
departiment, Fang suid. They do feel,
however, that this money 1s needed to
create a better leaming environment
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Confusion at
Witherspoon voting

4 Disappointment, confusion mars
Witherspoon voting experience.

Donna Myers
The onslaught of signs at Precinet 0
23 wvoting polls at N State’s
Witherspoon Student Center waned on
Election Day by 6:30 p.m. Twelve hours
deep into an Election Day that 1s a cap
stone 10 a tight presidential race, the only
visible sign for
Witherspoon was R
missioner Steve Troxler’s
The polls were much less
hefty line of young people w

candidate outside of

lewred

win in the neck,”
Cahle customer
Jenell Ephran
campus voting

. I discour
where to
Y 10 register in
ere tonight and
suid Ephran as she

on - oceurfence at
Withersp
Other partly responsible
for the ¢

[to North
said

1 was lazy when I move
Ruleighl, 1 did
Donald Gaye, 21

not re-register
Now I'm waiting to

¢ WITHERSPOON. Page t

Election a thrill for

Republicans

¢ With a series of close and historic
races, North Carolina voters eagerly
awaited election results.

Kathy

Wilhclm

After eight years in the presidential
wilderness, local Republicans could
almost smell the lund of milk and honey
just aver the last hill. Campaign fatigue
forgotten, they conyerged on the down
town Raleigh Sheraton Tuesday eager
for a victory party

Betty Joe Shepherd, 48, a lifelong
Republican, was ready to celebrate

I can't see how anyone from a tobac-
co state could vote for Gore,”

Dressed in blue denim covered with
pins and stickers for various candidates
and wearing a belt cinched with two gold
elephants, she looked at the early returns
showing Bush with an early lead. “This

she smd

is nerve-racking
long

Sheraton was lined with re
blue
backed the dais at one side of the room,
where Repubhican Party Chairman Bill
Cobey was welcoming the crowd. At the
other side of the room the television
cameras were lined up. backed by blind-

, Democrats

0 2V DANEL LLESHEM
Republicans react to the elections.

It was going to be a
2 night

The convention room upstairs at the
i, white and

balloons. A Bush-Cheney poster
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Etheridge wins

S€con

# North Carolina's 2nd congres-
sional district seat went to
Democrat Bob Etheridge for his
third term.

Brynn Dutton

Carre G

The winner of the
Curolina 2nd  cong
District was incumbent B¢

Etheridge, going into his 1k
term in the U.S. House of
Representatiyes.

Commonly known as the only
tobacca farmer in the House.
Etheridge previously voted
against the Bulanced Budget
Act because it contained a ciga
rette tax incre. also
refused to sign a trade bill with
China until the bill supporter
dropped a 12-year ban on
importing U.S. tobacco
Etheridge, 59, is a native of
North Carolina, where he was

se. He

# Polls running since August
accurately predicted the
gubernatorial victory of
Democratic candidate Mike
Easley.

Catherine Taylor

Correspondent

The results of the North
Carolina Governor’s election
are in, and Mike Easley has
been declared the winner —
but did this result reflect what
the polls have been saying?
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prionties election
include farm fami
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Security and Medicare for sen
iors and paving down the

national de

According to resulis as of 9:13
pm. Tuesc Etheridge
led with 65.7 percent, Mark
Haynes with 33.6 percent, and

sley polls were right

T ure many methods
people use to predict election
results, Some say that if a cer.
tain football team loses the
Saturday before the election,
the current president or vice-
president will loose as well

Halloween mask makers
believe that the presidential
candidate who sells the most
masks in his image will be the
next president of America. As
there are no Halloween masks
of Mike Easley or Richard
Vinroot (are there?) we
should probably just look at
the polls to see who they pre-

here

d term

Jackson with 0.8 percent

The Republican opponent
Haynes, 41, of Rocky Mount, is
also a supporter of education

reform, agricaitu reducir
the national debt und protectin
Social Security and Medicare
programs.

Haynes, however, strongly
support promoting the environ:

ment, rebuilding the military
and affirmative action  pro-
grams

The Libertarian opponent,

Mark Jackson of Sanford,
lost his fourth attempt for
ing a seat in the House. Jackson
supports refurning power to the
individuals to prioritize their
personal lives and resources.
He hoped to eliminate Social
Security, federal income taxes,
U.S. foreign aid, federal regula
tions on trade, the U.S
Department of Education, and
the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol.
Tobacco, and Firearms

dicted would be the next gov
ernor of North Carolina

The Eyewitness News Flash
Polls have been predicting a
victory for Basley since
August. In August they pre-
dicted that Easley would tri-
umph with a large margin, 53
percent of the vote to
Vinroot's 38 percent

But, like the presidential
election polls, the Democratic
candidate’s lead was slipping
On September 19 Easley’s
lead had slipped to S per-
cent. Vinroot too lost
votes, he was given 37 per-

had

Ward

¢ Democratic incumbent David
Price defeated Republican chal-
lenger Jess Ward for North
Carolina's 4th Congressional
District House seat.

Mark L.Harrison

Corresponden

With Democratic incumbent
David Price the apparent winner
on Tuesday evening, it appears
that the 4th Congressional
District House seat will remain
under his control

Price held a consistent 10 per-
cent advantage over Republican
challenger Jess Ward at 9 p.m
and appeared to have his office
easily locked.

Even though Price was heavi-
favored to win this clection,
some did feel that Ward should
be considered a dark horse in
this election. Libertarian C
Brian Towey was also running.
factor in
Price has
always been confident in this
office and has demonstrated that
1986 when he first
the House of

ayed no major

ever since
ook office in
Representatives.
always a supporter for a
N.C. educational sys-
tem, emphasized the importance
of education as one of his top
priorities. Price told the News &
Observer Voters Guide that

cent. The Libertarian candi-
date, Barbara Howe had
entered the polls with a 6 per-
cent share of the vote. By
October 23, Vinroot had man-
aged to climb up in the polls,
gaining 45 percent of the
vote. Howe slipped slightly
and lost two percent, and
Easley’s full continued. He
was still in the lead but had
only 49 percent. On Monday,
Oct. 30, Easley had again lost
points; he had only 46 percent
of the vote. Vinroot had
stayed on 45 percent and
Howe had gained 1 percent

North Carolina needs to reduce
class size so that elementary
students are more likely to suc-
ceed in the basics of reading,
writing, and arithmetic. “We
need to recruit and hire more
well-trained teachers and sup-
port the construction of new
facilities,” Price said
Furthermore, Price already has
already made moves to support
his educational stance. He wrote
and passed the Price Education
Affordability Act, which made
interest on student loans tax-
deductible and allows penalty-
free withdrawals from
Individual Retirement
Accounts, thus sllowing indi
viduals to pay for higher level
education

Price began his college career

Most other polls have shown
similar results to that of the
Eye Witness News Polls
Polls conducted for The News
and Observer and television
station WRAL have shown
similar results, with Easley
having a double figure lead in
August and then slipping to
almost equal figure with
Vinroot

The WRAL poll gave Easley
a larger lead in the polls on
October 21. His poll numbers
were 50 percent, Vinroot's
was 37 percent and Howe had
1 per ent

David Price won another term Tuesday evenin.

at Mars Hill College and as o
junior transferred to UNC-
Chapel Hill, where he received
his bachelor’s degree. He con-
tinued his education by attend
ing Yale University and receiy
ing a bachelor’s degree in divin-
ity and a Ph.D. in political sci
ence.

Price has taught political sci-
ence and public policy since
1973 at Duke University. Price
was elected to Congress in 1986
and he has served for more than
11 years in the House of
Representatives serving on two
of the most influential commit
tees Appropriations  and
Budger. Price has been married
for 32 years to Lisa Price, and
they have two children, Karen
and Michael

According 1o this poll
Easley was leading in every
section of the state except in
Charlotte, Vinroot's home
town

Were the polls correct or
would it have been better to
see how many Halloween
masks  were sold? Well,
Easley defeated Vinroot with
51 percent of the votes com-
pared to 48 percent. Howe
only received point five per-
cent. The most accurate poll
was the WRAL poll of
October 21
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mike sure I can vote.” Gaye.
dong with others, sat and worn
dered whether they would even
be able to vote. Others in lin¢
were unsure if they were proper
ly registered o if
even at the correct voting

I definitely think it coulc
lot smoother. T was confused at
first,” said Derek Wilson, a 20
year-old, voting for his first
time. Wilson used the extra time
on his hands to make
minute decisions. “The candi
dates | support, [George| Bush,
[Ralph] Nader and [Richard]
Vinroot, I support for economic
reasons,” he said. As he moved
forward in the line, he decided
on Bush

“I'm independent with a slant
towards the Democrats,” said
Gaye. My true vote is with
Nader, but I'll vote for Gore. 1
can’t let Bush win.” The cam
paign issues are not us important
to Gaye as candidate conduct. “I
don’t listen to candidates.
regardless of promises, they
can’t get it, regardless of what
they want.”

Independently employed
Internet  marketer,  Duniel
Zacharias, supported Bush and
let the other North Carolina
Republican candidates ride the
presidential candidate’s coat
tails. “T don't really care about
Vinroot, 1 really just voted for
Bush, the others just came with
the package.” The Bush views
that Zacharias supported were
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1 hope they will more
scholarships so more students
can attend colle Watkins
stated. “When they get there. I

hope the bond will allow them
1o sit in @ historic building that’s
been restored. not falling ]

she sad

wal 1o the
whom she catled the fut
are the future, I don't know why
they didn’t focus on implement

ounger

ing and doing things that affect
us.” Watkins said. “their focus

was adulis
As the Precinet 01-23 polls
30 p.m. Tuesday

people walked
with 4 little. disappoint
ment. “I didn't get 1o vole,” was

all one student said as he walked
away
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environmental
y supported tying state
funds 1o local government
s1ons regarding mass transit
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on new hog
mandating a reduc-
from

the

farms
tion of
fired plans

Vinroot called transportation
local affair and
ban on new hog
lations on

emissions coul

policy &
opposed 4

farms and new r

utilities

In health care, Easley support
ed prescription drug coverage
for legal Tiability
against managed care compa
nies. Vinroot argued that such
policies would raise health care
costs. He supported George W

seniors and

Bush's plan of creating a med-
ical savings account which
would allow employers to place
tax-free funds into an account
and let workers make health
care choices.

Steven Decillis is an assistant
distnet attormey from Oxford
He coordin asley’s cam-
in Franklin, Granville.
und Warren counties
along with District Attorney
David Waters

As the evenmng drew
close, Decillis reflected on what
an Easley victory will mean for
the peaple of North Carolina

He fought for people as dis-
trict attorney,” Decillis
“He fought for people as attor-
ney general. Now, the sky's the
limit in North Carolina. He'll
le: North Caroling into the
215t Century. There is no better
man o do it”
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BOND

or the students. The two phas.
es of the project for the College
of Engineening include a new
132,000-square-foot  building
on Centenmal Campus where

the computer science and elec
trical engineering departments
will be moved

The current engineering build
ings will be repaired and mod
ernized

The issue for this university,
really the purpose, is for the
students to be able to learn

things effectively,” said Fang,

smiling. “This is the bottom
line

A Select Legislature
Committee was named and

toured the UNC system, recom-
mending a referendum decide
the bond The General
Assembly announced the refe
endum on May 18, assuring the
bond’s on  North

issue

place

Carolina’s ballots.

And Engineering’s place in
the repair line-up.

“It will be a tremendous step
for

forward the College of
Engineering.” said the college’s
dean, Nino Masnari. “It's cniti-
cal for our future.”
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ingly bright lights
Cobey  thanked
for “as good an effort as we
have ever had™ and noted the
millions that local Republican
loyalists such as former U.S
Senator Lauch Faircloth had
raised in this election.

For a while 1t seemed that
there were more press people in
the room than Republicans, but
by 9 p.m.. 1t started filling up.
People clustered around the big
screen television in one comer
watching NBC. while smaller
televisions scattered around the
room carried other channels
Lieutenant-Governor candidate
Betsy Cochrane made an early
appearance,  surrounded by
cameras and reporters as she
greeted friends and supporters.

Not all the partygoers were
Republican  workers. Rusty
Games of Craven County was
in town for a Parks and
Recreation meeting and could.
n't resist the party. He swd that
he “was not feeling very confi
dent” about the results

The main event, between Vice
Presidemt Al Gore and
Govemor George W. Bush, was
still undecided at time
although Bush handily took
North Carolina. The groans
when Florida was called for
Gore early on were matched by
the  loud cheers  when
Tennessee, and later Wyoming,
went for Bush. The loudest
groans, however, were reserved

workers

the

press

for Hillary Clinton’s projected
win in the New York Senate
race.

There were plenty of close
fights in addition 1o the presi-
dential race. The Democrats
needed o win seven seats to
take control of the U.S. House
of Representatives, with two
North Carolinian Republicans

Robin Hayes and Charles

Taylor — in jeopardy. The
Republicans needed seven seats
to take the state House — g

necessity if they hoped to par-
ticipate in next year's redistrict
ing

The local candidates appeared
reluctant to comment as the
carly returns came in. Jess
Ward, trailing David Price for
U.S. District 4 in carly returns,
suid that he would have no com-
ment until later.

Doug McCullough, candidate
for the Court of Appeals, took
encouragement from the fact
that the Council of State ruces
were close — “the closer the
better” —for those further down
the ballot. He was unhappy with
the early national results:
Commenting on Gore’s win in
Michigan, he said that there
were 400,000 union workers
with nothing to do but haul peo-
ple 1o the polls.”

By 10 p.m. the room
packed, but most of the
dates had still to n
appearance. With few races
decided, George Jones summed
up the hopes of the crowd,

“It looks like we may be able
10 pull the national race out.”
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