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state brings new look into 2001-2002 season

with many new players

and a new offense,

the men’s baskethall team
hopes to tum around

a program that has struggled
over much of the past decade.

steve thompson

Po: Hi Crass
F R-Fr
2 « St
3 Iian Evtimov i Fr
4 Dovonte Edwards G 6
5  Brian Keeter G 6-2 St
] Archie Miller G 5-10 R-S
E Levi Watkins F 6-7 Fr
Will Roach ¥ 6-5 R-F
Scooter Sherrill G 6-3 So
24  Julius Hodge G 6-6 Fr
30  Clifford Crawford G 63 Jr
2 Jordan Collins ( 6-10 Fr
33 Josh Powell F 6-9 Fr
50 Kristian Jensen ( 7-1 R-Jr
54 Marcus Melvin F 6-8 So.

A FRESH LOOK TO THIS YEAR'S N.C. STATE MEN'S BAS
ketball team has brought Wolfpack fans hope of a return
to past glories

While

national championships in the 1970s and '80s

State has a storied tradition — winning
the
Wolfpack has not even reached the NCAA Tournament
since the early '90s.

After
Oklahoma State in 1991

being bounced in the second round by
State basketball sank toward

the bottom of the ACC during the tenure of Les

Robinson. Under current head coach Herb Sendek
the Wolfpack has made progress — but still no NCAA
appearances

We know it's been a long time since N.C. State’s

been in the [NCAA] Tournament. As much as we wa
s there for ourselves, we want to go for our fans
well. But it’s equally important that we coach for the

reasons and have the interests of our players at the
2 P

Hodge wa lementary school win
the Br x
It foctew ix tha ,
Fre the Ye y f (6
h frest ]
| asketball, wh ) !
he h handle it rs of the ACC sched
fi g fpack
R

Afte the NBA waters phon
Da was tald he Id not r v St
e fo McDonald Sck

1 then transferrec

B e Jiaves) I
1e departures have le
e r tea at will vt
flense. Sendek has used the term “interchangeable

scribe the team, as any given player can

tually any position in the lineup

1t's just going to show everyone's all-around game
get everybody the opportunity to be in a good position
1o score casy buckets,” said junior CLiff Crawford. "It

just gives you a great opportunity to use the floor, the

whole floor. as a team
Last year, State’s offense struggled and was near the
ACC in

field-goal shooting and free-throw

bottom of the many categories, including
points per game
shooting

Last year, 1 thi

k we were last in the league in free
throw shooting; we didn’t finish and put the ball in the
basket, " said Sendek
N.C. State

The first couple of years I was at
make no mistake about it, we tried to short
en the game. If | could make it a five-minute game, |
would have

Each year since then. we've played increasingly up

took an

although I'm not sure any

tempo. Last year. we sther step in th

tion myself inclu

felt that way because we had a hard time scoring

fonck

In running the 1

appes
time while st State. Seniors Anth
and Archie Miller anchor a team comprised of eight

reshmen

SENIOR ARCHIE MILLER, ONE OF THE NATION'S BEST
LONG-RANGE SHOOTERS, WILL HAVE

WITH EIGHT FRESHMEN Jason Ive

TO LEAD A TEAM
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them
Whil

the abilities of Grundy, Miller and Crawford
are well-documented. it is the potential and uncertain
ty surrounding the younger players that makes this sea
son one that could either be boom or bust

Sophomores Marcus Melvin and Scooter Sherrill
played sparingly last year. showing flashes of brilliance
along with signs of their inexperience. Joining Hodge
in this year's freshman class will be Jordan Collins
llian Evtimov, Josh Powell, Levi Watkins and Michael
Bell, who redshirted last year

Afier starting strong last season by scoring 18 points
vs. Charleston Southern and 16 vs. Penn State, Melvin's
playing time tapered off as State got into the ACC
schedule and used more experienced players

This year, however, Melvin ix the experience in the
frontcourt. In State’s first exhibition game, Melvin led
the team with 2

points. Although he didn't have the

same production in its second game, he will definitely

be one of State’s key interior players

We're very different [up front] this year.” said
Sendek. “The elder statesman this year is Marcus
Melvin lly. we don't replace seniors with fresh

men and come

ay with the same presence. But we do

Also

skill level with our frontcourt players

wproved from last year is Sherrill, who spent
AFTER LEARNING

THE ROPES LAST SEASON, MARCUS much of the off-season working on his outside shoot
MELVIN STEPS INTO THE LINEUP AS THE WOLFPACK'S ing. A McDonald’s All-American in high school
MOST EXPERIENGED POST PLAYER. — Juson lveste Sherrill shot only 37.5 percent from the field and 27.9
percent behind the three- point arc a season ago
1 n everything [this summer]. but mostly
al Y ) she rrill. “1 was a real
 the players ir nference. evi-  shooter last year to help the te
fer the last two ACC All-  year, | had 1 more consistent, s

memory

5 15 one of the

Sendek warns

y expectations on its performance

when Wilkins entered as the No. 1
ng 57.5 perce e nat any were surprised when he
3 i diately turn ind the program
th fell into a rut it Sendek we such mytholog

lity ¢ w . even when they
State’s offense a )4 pointsand we leave with a feeling of 1
ma " o 5 ¢ any see as this "Superman
k St. Rayn High School
ve ' A All- Ay A7y, ESoRt-t
xp k M ketball and
’ f playe nid H
o hey're guard. small forwa
sall. We « fw i nywhere coach savs. | would
EGHNACIAN

prefer to play point guard, but it really doesn't matter
as long as I'm the court.”

The rest of the freshmen will also be looked to for
major contributions

Collins and Powell are two players who add size 10
the team and have the back-to-the-basket capability
seen in the departed frontcourt players

Although Bell and Watkins also have a lot of height
their games focus more on facing the basket — combin
ing a perimeter game with the ability to slash to the bas
ket

In Evtimov, the last member of the recruiting class
to sign, the Wolfpack has a versatile player who is capa
ble in all aspects of the game

Rounding out State’s lineup is a quartet of walk

Keeter

n Dovonte Edwards (who currently plays as a

ons: senior Brian junior Kristian Jenson

freshm

wide

eceiver

freshman Will R

State's football team) and redshirt
h

State’s season begins today with the BCA tourna ’
ment. The Wolfpack will face Prairie View A&M at 7
p-m. While State doesn't have the most challenging
non-conference schedule in the ACC, it does have a
number of high profile games

with Ohio State, M

including matchups

chusetts, Syracuse and Temple

son ACC media poll, State was predict

ath in the conference. Last year, the

Wolfpack finished seventh with a 5-11 mark in league

play. The Wolfpack will open the ACC portion of its

schedule against Maryland on Dec

SENIOR ANTHONY GRUNDY WAS THE TEAM'S TOP SCOR

ER DURING THE 2000-01 SEASON, AVERAGING 14.6
POINTS PER GAME losster

» 15[




despite injuries,

the n.c. state women's
baskethall team should be
a force in the acc.

jemy moore

No. Praver Pos Crass
2 Rachel Stockdale G Fr
10 Liz Bailey G Fr
12 Terah James G R-So
14  Nanna Rivers G 5-8 So
21 Daphne Hutcherson G 5-8 Sr
22 Adeola Olanrewaju F 6-2  So
24  Kelly Greathouse F 6-3 Fr
30  Kendra Bell G 5-5 Fr
3 Amelia Labador G 5-9 Jr.
32 Ivy Gardner G 59  Jr
42 Amy Simpson G/F 6-0 Jr
44 Carisse Moody F/C 6-1 Jr
45  Talisha Scates F 6-1 Sr
50  Kaayla Chones c 6-3 R-So.

pack opens season with halance and power

As THE CURTAIN RISES ON A NEW SEASON FOR THE
N.C. State women's basketball team, head coach Kay
Yow will again direct a talented cast of characters.

The Wolfpack opens the season ranked No. 10 in the
nation — returning three starters, including All-ACC
performer Carisse Moody, from a team that progressed
to the Sweet 16.

In addition, Kaayla Chones makes her comeback
after missing last season with an injury. and a quartet of
freshmen joins the team to bolster an already deep ros
ter.

But as Yow begins her 27th campaign at the controls
of the Pack, she will have to deal with the loss of two of
her leading ladies. Together with the Hall of Fame
coach, the 2001-02 edition of the Pack must cope with
the absence of projected starting guards Terah James
and Ivy Gardner

James. who redshirted 1

reconstructive knee surgery

the second dev
n Oct. 31

guard, wasn't ak

early this season because of re

limited minutes in State’s f
underwent arthroscopic surgery on Sunc
lefi knee debridement. She is expected to miss the next

three 1o six weeks, depending on the speed of her
recovery

Gardner, named to the ACC All-Defensive team
after last season, was also the Pack’s third-leading scor
er. averaging 8.1 points per game

Facing injuries to key players is not a new experience
for State, however, which played all of last season with-
out James and Chones.

“We got knocked down pretty hard last year, and we
really had to work hard to come back,” Yow said. "This
year, we've already got some knocks early, but I have a

arted at center as a fresk
7.9 rebounds per game
ng chosen as a member of the ACC
All-Freshman team. Chones was looking to break out as
a sophomore but suffered the injury in preseason pra
tice and was forced to redshirt
Chones’ setback opened the door for Moody to

excel. and she took full advantage of the opportunity
Although undersized at center, Moody took control in
the post and led the Pack by averaging 14.9 points and
7.1 rebounds per game

This season, Moody will shift to the power forward
spot to make room for Chones at center. The duo gives
State a formidable presence around the basket

Moody. who faced frequent double teams last year

2001-02 TECHNICIAN
BASKETBALL PREVIEW




welcomes Chones™ return new |
I think teams will to play
e basket, " Moody said. "We'll ha
They won't be able to focus the ¢

of maturity. She's also penetrating a lot more

¥ more and finish around the basket

Along with Rivers. a trio of backcourt players will see

essur

n  time at the point. Freshman Kendra Bell has played

e partic well in practice and exhibitions Senior
Yow also believes Moody will find more room to  Daphne Hutcherson and junior
maneuver. both inside both experienced players who started games as State's

a lot inside,” Yow floc

n there. She Fresk

kdale w

ut the shots eter, especially when t

Pack on the

spark from

has seen extensive court time in the

mes and could start ar sk

ting

y rounds our the list of new

bit : vr v
r f ¥ 4 k
Saphem a will assur
point guard role. River red ir She has
Pack as a freshman, and her teammate Yow said. “She i a lot more things. She's scor
her improvement and aggressiveness in practice this  ing. penetrating, going to the boards, running the
s floor well lly working hatd on defense. It would
She's grown a lot out there.” said forward Talisha  be hard 1o keep her out of the lineup
Scates. “She’s seeing sart a lot better. There's a a senior forward who started 30 games last

1. will be Yow's first substitution off the bench Ivy GARDNER, A MEMBER OF THE 2001 ACC AL

She is 4 solid defensive player and shot 54.8 percent  DEFENSIVE TEAM, WILL MISS THE FIRST THREE TO SIX
from the floor last year WEEKS OF THE SEASON WITH AN INJURY. — Juson lvester

Chones, Moody, Olanrewaju and Scates will give the

Pack a menucing

it line. Yow feels that each player’s at to Duke. This year, the k will try to

unique attributes afford her the flexibility apt her stn 1o the title game of the annual Greenshorc
lineup to in-game situations event, which will be the 25th in cc nce history
of them have different strengths, but they Yow. who has won 611 games
complement each ery well,” Yow said areer, is one of theee coaches d
b will he e 1l of th ts. De 1
Ly b k Welle f Ma: ad a
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youth will be served

n.c. state’s top-five e
recruiting class fi_gures toget ™
a lot of playing time

this year.

Jeremy ashton

Ifpack

he sights and sounds emanating from

the Pack’s heraldec cruits

t eht
ate-night sessions

trying to e 1o the w

pt as quickly as pos
1

I don't know if I've ever been

lege basket

nd a team that

we've had to kick out of the gym as

h as this group
head coach Herb Sendek said

Bringing in a group as highly touted as State’s fresh

McDowNALD'S HIGH SCHOOL ALL-AMERICAN JuLius
HODGE 1S THE MARQUEE MEMBER OF N.C. STATE'S
STELLAR FRESHMAN CLASS. — Jason [vester

an the
Sp ' blems w
Helicate al a I
er. | 1 h Pow Watkins, |
( od Tian Eviis i
hi A ™ with th

Th great attitudes shou 1

2 whiz with the ball

K i
knock dow

He's the most taler

and he's the hardest working

He is one of thase magical people tha

a while you're bles:

is @ terrific person. He has an aura a

nature that makes you want to be around him,

you want 10 be on his team. n

s you want to coach
him

At one point in the fall, Sendek said the Pack play
ers were running a routine line drill that they had to
complete in a certain amount of time. As Sendek
counted down the seconds. Hodge dove head-first
across the baseline just to make sure he would finish in
time

I've always been a hard worker and always tried to
work harder than everybody since | was about eight
years old,” Hodge said. "My brother said, "You're not
going to be anything in this game if you don't work
hard and concentrate,’ and I've been doing that ever
since

Hodge has been hailed by some as the Pack's best
recruit since the legendary David Thompson. a
moniker that was also placed on the now-departed
Damien Wilkins. Wilkins, the nephew of former NBA
star Dominique Wilkins and son of former NBA player
Gerald Wilkins. put up reasonable numbers during his
two seasons at State but never fulfilled the high expec
tations placed on him. After scoring 11.7 points per
game last season, he tried to enter the NBA Draft and
was told by scouts to return to college. Sendek then told
him that he wasn't welcome back an the team following
several critical comments that he and his father made in

the media

Like Hodge, Wilkins had to bare the burden of

l 2001-02 TECHNICIAN
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first member of the class to sign

school records at Riverd:
mark:

Powell averaged

cer scori

is per game and was named the Metre
of the Y

typic

ar

Powell is a

ple of e versatility hal
nple of th ility that

Sendek has tried to bring in with this recruiting class
He has the she

floor. but he also has an array of post moves

oting touch of a guard and can run the

I've been working on [shooting] for a while, just

m

d hit open

trying to become a versatile player.” Powell said

still be in the post. but | can come out 3
shots when I'm
lot

In the Red-White G

for blocking shot

wpen, so | had to work on my shot a

me, Powell showed a penchant
swatting away four, although three

were called for goaltending. Even if his timing was off

Powell got the message across,

He's impressed me the most because. for 6 8

he can get off the floor like Vince Carter Jr. out here

sophomore Marcus Melvin said

Watkins, a 2001 Parade All-American, scored 23.2
points and grabbed 11.2 rebounds per game during his
enior year at Rockville (Md.) Montrose Christian
High. whick tked No. 25 in the country in the
USA The 67 forward immediately

in the Red White G,

hintin

ne

ng f

3 three-p.

h Ser

eme of versatility

uld see time at e

d position this

that wherever Coach puts me | can play that

being anointed “the savior of N.C. State basketball.”  position,” Watkins said. "The 3 and 4 are my main

But team co-captain Archic Mill s some key dif-  positions. 1 probably prefer to play the 3

ferences between Hodge and Wilki Collins, a 6-10, 262-pound center, and Adrian
[Wilkins] came in with a lot of hype obviously. but Dantley are the only two players to ever start all four

I think a lot of his hype came from a lot of family years at DeMatha High for Morgan Wootten, who has

attraction, too. with the name Miller said. “Juliu: also coached players like Sidney Lowe, Danny Ferry and

coming in solely on his game. He 15 the real deal Joe Forte. During his senior year, Collins averaged 15
If Damien didn't produce, it was always like he was  points and 10.3 rebounds per game, leading DeMatha

failing the university or something. whereas Julius isa 1o a 27-5 record

guy on thi body e If Collins, who started the Pack's first exhibit

t a1 + game, fought with weight problems during his time at

freshm to him  DeMatha. He spent the off-season working on his con

that much ning. trimmed 20 pounds and replaced that with
While lge a large majority of the press, the  muscle

rest of the freshmen have talent to burn and the versa It's definitely easier to run down the court

tility that Sendek has been searching for Callins said. “In practices, 1 feel a lot quicker.”

One of the

St engaging asg »f our team right While the other four committed months before the
ek said. "We have

a lot of guys who are interchangeable and versatile

now is our positionless nature,” Se

recruiting deadline, Evtimov didn't sign a letter of

and intent to play at State until the spring. Evtimov was

we've b

n able to construct a motion type offense that  originally thought to be a small part of the class after

really takes advantage of that kind of interchangeabil beginning the year ranked No. 261 in PrepStars.com's

ty rankings. With some impressive performances on the

court, he moved into PrepStars’ final 1o

1
He ¢

the ball up there with Archie, and he can dribble

Llian is very versatile,” Hodge said

d really has very good post-up moves. He can play any

position

Evtimov, who averaged 21.5 points, 14 rebounds and

5.2 assists per game

as a senior at Winston-Salem
is the

Evtimov, a former North Carolina player. The younger

Bishop McGuiness High brother of Vasco

Evtimoy has been able to draw on his brother’s experi

ences 1o case the transition to college basketball

He's giving me advice all the time and telling me to

listen to the coach and do what he wants me to do,”

Evtimov said. “He'll always be there to support me

The success or failure of Sendek’s sixth season will

depend largely on how quickly this group of freshmen

he's assembled matures

Critics have pointed to the

n's youth as a weakness, but none of the Pack play

ers are looking at it that way

1 don’t think anyone on our team buys that,” Miller

said. "There's enough talent, and there's enough versa

tility on the court to compete with anybody

THE 2001 METRO ATLANTA PLAYER OF
THE YEAR, QUICKLY IMPRESSED TEAMMATES WITH HIS
LEAPING ABILITY. — Dylan Wilson

Josu PoweLL

2001-02 TECHNICIAN
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the last man

little-used brian keeter is

among the most popular players
on the men’s baskethall team.

jimmy ryals

IT'S LATE IN A BLOWOUT WIN FOR N.C. STATE AT THE
Entertainment and Sp

Doesn't matter. What doe

the upper bowls of the

student section bre a refrain that's beer

the end of every State blowout that's
ESA
Keeter! Keeter

And where is the

Keeter!

sbject of

crowd's affection? |

Br ? Does the sel

n Keeter checking into the

dom-used senior guard know that he's the most popu
lar man in the arena?
It's hard not te Keeter said

I'm pretty

shy about it, so 1 kind of try to hide and not listen to it
but you can't help but hear it

To the average State men’s basketball fan, Keeter
As Student Wolfpack Cly

President Chad Flowers puts it

human victory cigar

if he goes in, every

body's going to be happy because, more than lik

we're winning by a lot

Keeter could have gone elsewhere and seen more
playing time. An all-conference and all-region guard
his

last year at Cary High School, he chose walking on at

who averaged 18 points and seven assists per g

State over scholarship offers from Division 11 and
smaller Division | schools

Ultimately, a desire to play for the Wolfpack team he
watched on TV growing up and to stay close to his Cary
home led him to State. A piece of that home walks the
same State campus as Keeter every day. Keeter's father

KEETER 1S A CROWD FAVORITE AT THE ESA. — Jason Ivester

ForMmER WALK-ON Brian KEETER Has

EARNED A
SCHOLARSHIP AT N.C. STATE. — Jason loester
State alumnus Kernmut

Weather

is a meteorologist with the

National Service branch on Centennial

Campus

So, home kept him at State. And then there was bas
ketball

1 figured I might as well see what 1 could do coming

here and take a chance,” Keeter said. "I wanted 1o sec
what big-time basketball is like.”

The decision has paid off, as Keeter has earnied a
scholarship for this, his final year with the Wolfpack

Keeter counts as his personal h

hlight an off-bal
ance, banked-in three-pointer hit at the buzzer of a
game his freshman year against Army: that game was
also Keeter's highest scoring performance. He hit 3
of -5 shots for seven points in four minutes.

A communication major. Keeter has averaged 1.6
points per game: he's appeared in 23 carcer games
starting none. He's hit 56.5 percent of his shots at
State, 57.1 percent of his three-point attempts.

Keeter sees himself as a good shooter who does
whatever the coaches asks him to do and works to make
teammates better

Head coach Herb Sendek values Keeter's experi
ence

[Hel's one of our older guys; he knows the ins and
outs of the program,” Sendek said. "He's just a really
good. solid guy to have on our team

For all his experience, Keeter still hasn't completely
adjusted to being so popular among State students

[It]'s nice 10 be recognized, but 1 am shy, so I get
embarrassed pretty easily,” Keeter said

2001-02 TECHNICIAN
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chones and moody provide power in the post

n.c. state’s combination in the
paint should offer opponents
quite a headache this season.

justin sellers

A MAJOR REASON THE N.C. STATE WOMEN'S BASKET

ball team opens the 20¢ ason ranked No. 10 in

the nation is the talents of center Kasyla Chones and
forward Carisse Moody

Last season, Moody provided an inside force for the
Wolfpack, and the return of Chones from injury gives
the Wolfpack

Chon

additional pre

AC(

low-post threat
All-Freshman
but was forced to sit out all of last

ft knee

w earned Team

honors two years ag

season with a torn qu

ps tendon in her

was a consistent player, starting every game as a fresh

man. She was the team’s second leading scorer with 1.4

ed to clean the

She

game and she m

[
-3

averaging 7.9 rebounds a contest
had a total of seven double-doubles on the season and
ranked fifth in reb nd blocks in the ACC

r. Che

back and worked hard in the off-season 1o prepare for

unds

After missing | anxious to get

CaArisse MOODY BLOSSOMED IN CHONES
LAST SEASON. — Brent Horton

ABSENCE

her return to the court

It was tough sitting out last year.” said Chones. "1

in't want to, but with the shape I was in with my knee

suldn't play like I wanted to play for the team. Even
though I was out, I never gave up on the team
In the

I learned a lot

off season, | just started working on my

game and | got 10 see a lot while 1 was
sitting out, and that's helped me, I think. Even though
we've only had exhibition games, 1 can tell that I've
improved on a lot of things, but I still have a long way
to go

With Chones back healthy and playing next to
Moady

games in the conference and maybe even in the coun

head coach Kay Yow has one of the best inside

try
Although Moody didn't receive much playing time

1wo years ago as a fresh

wan, she proved to be one of the

leaders of last year's team. Last season. Moody led the
team in scoring with 14.9 points per game and
rebounding with 7.1 boards per contest. She also
exhibited her consistency by leading the ACC in field

goal shooting at 51.8 percent

Injuries to a pair of starters and poor play caused the
Pack 10 go 2-6 the first time through last year's confer
but the t

ence schedule am bounced back to win seven

of its final eight league

I think the biggest thing we did last year was that we

overcame a lot of other people’s expectations,” said

M

Terah (James] were going to be

dy. "After they found out th

t Kaayla and [guard]
d
year. a lot of people thought our season was just going

to be a fluke

shirting the whale

It started out that way, but Coach Yow

really got us focused that second ha

and we had the
biggest turnaround in the AC(

This season will be the first time Chones and Moody

will be playing side by side as State starts its quest for a
respect
At the center position, Chones will be Yow's anchor

in the middle and a defensive terror 1o

hole

any opponent
At the

se of her speed, Chones can get up and down the

who dares to drive to the same time

beca

court quickly, which will be an advantage on both sides
of the ball
"One th

said Moody. "O

out Kaayla is that she is very long

the defensive end, 1 think a lot of
people misjudge her for her length, and she utilizes
that a lot, especially blocking. When she has her hands
straight up in the air, a lot of people can't shoot over
her. It takes a really good jumper to get a shot off on
Kaayla

“On the offensive end. she can pull off some amaz
ing shots, especially when her body is underneath the

AFTER SITTING OUT A YEAR DUE TO INJURY. KAAYLA

CHONES RETURNS TO THE PACK LINEUP. — Kyle Rodgers
basket. That helps out a lot because when your oppo
nents think they have you. you know that really you have
them

Kaayla is often in that situation, and with her

being so long in her arms and her being left-handed, it
just helps her out a lot to be a great offensive threat
Meanwhile, Moody also provides problems for

because she

is such a physical player

hough she rarely has a height advantage, she has the
knack of getting herself open close 1o the basket for easy

Defensively, h

layups tenacious play makes it hard

for of

onents 10 seore against her

I think Carisse said Chones. "She

can pretty much post up anybody and, like she said, she

s just 5o strong,

s have a pretty quick first step. She’s got a nice
looking outside shot, and she can handle the ball

1 just think it's going to be hard because if a team
tries to double-team one of us, she can just step out
Even if she's inside, they can't double-team us either
She's going to rebound offensively and put it back up
Defensively, her being so strong and taking up space
and a physical player, it's going to be hard for people to
score against her.”
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men's
ace
previews

duke
blue devils

Heap Coacu
2000-01 RECORD: 35-4, 13-3 ACC

A Champion

KEY PLAYER: Jason Williams (21.6 ppg, 6.2 apg)
PreDICTED FINISH . 1st

dynasty 101:
a lesson in repeating

AS THE SECONDS DISAPPEARED FROM THE CLOCK IN

Mike Krzyzewski

2000-01 POSTSEASON: N

the Metrodome on April 2, Jason Williams dribbled
the ball, as if in & dream. just waiting for the final
buzzer 1o sound

Soon. the All-American would join his teammates
in celebration, as Duke completed its run to the cham
pionship by defeating Arizona 82-72. For the first time
since 1992, Duke was the king of zollege basketball

Williams has watched that celebration, savoring the
feeling of victory nearly 40 or 50 times, he said. It's an
inspiration to him, and it motivates the junior Player
of the Year candidate to get that feeling back again at
the end of this season

"I have a tape of the last 20 minutes after the game
Williams said. “And seeing the emotion ... that's some
thing that | never want to forget. It’s a feeling you can't
really describe. | keep watching it because | know that |
want to have that feeling again this year. It makes me
laugh and cry at the same time. and not many things can
do that.”

As the preseason No. 1, Duke returns six key con
tributors from last season. Joining Williams in the
Devils' quest to repeat will be fellow juniors Carlos
Boozer, Mike Dunleavy and Casey Sanders.

Sophomare Chris Duhon. who will start alongside
Williams in the backcourt, is returning after spending
the summer leading the U.S. World Championship for
Young Men Team to a gold medal in the FIBA World
Championship for Young Men Tournament

Also back is Duke’s lone senior, Matt Christensen.
who provided coach Mike Krzyzewski and the Devils
with quality low-post minutes last season

Likely to join Williams, Duhon, Dunleavy and
Boozer in the s

Jones, who sat out last season after coming to Duke

rting five will be transfer Dahntay

from Rutgers. In team practices last season, some ana-
lysts viewed Jomes as Duke's best player. The 6-6
guard/forward should flourish in Duke's motion
offense, especially playing alongside his boyhood pal,
Williams.

NATIONAL PLAYER OF THE YEAR CANDIDATE JASON
WILLIAMS WILL TEAM WITH CHris DUHON TO Give
DUKE ONE OF THE MOST POTENT BACKCOURTS IN THE
COUNTRY

Jason loester

The talent doesn't stop there

Daniel Ewing, a silky smooth freshman guard from
Missouri City, Texas, was ranked by most recruiting
gurus as one of the best shooting guard prospects in the
nation. Also looking for minutes will be sharp-shoot
ing junior Nick Horvath, who sat out most of last sea
son with a foot injury

Perhaps Duke's main obstacle this season will be
adapting to life without Shane Battier, who will be
remembered as one of Duke's all-time greatest players
Also gone is Nate James. a gritty defender and capable
scorer

"That's a really big loss. You can never replace a
Shane Battier,” said Boozer. "Not just the player, but
also the intangibles that he brought — his voice, his
presence. No matter what you did, he was always there
10 back you up, like a big brother. We have to rely on
each other this year a little bit more.”

Even with the loss of its emotional and spiritual
leader, some believe that the Devils could actually be
better this season. It wasn't until Boozer's foot injury
last season that Duke found its true strength, which is
forcing the tempo with their ultra-quick guards and
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forwards

Dunleavy. whose torrid three-point shooting in last
season’s final helped earn Duke the championship,
should help fill Battier's shoes nicely. And with the
addition of Jones, the Devils have yet another talented
quick ball-handler who can score from anywhere.

Then there's the talented backcourt tandem of
Williams and Duhon. It could be one of the best com

bina

ns of guards on a team in the history of college
basketball

Our team starts with those two guys; there’s no
I think about

question about that,” said Krayzewski

how good they could be together all the time. That's
exciting to me. They're great players, but they need

ther Andrew B. Carter

maryland
terrapins

Heap Coacu

time toj

Gary Williams
o1 REcORD: 25-11, 10-6 ACC

20006-01 PoSTSEASON: Final Four
KEY PLAYER: Juan Dixon (18.2 ppg, 2.6 spg)

PrepicTED FiNisH: 2nd

dixon, baxter ready to run back
to final four

EVEN THE BEST MARYLAND BASKET

ball teams have played second fiddle to a particular

Historicatty

ACC opponent
In the '70s, '80s and most recently in the 2001 sea
son, great Terrapin teams have been overshadowed by a

rticular ACC foe. In last year's first-ever trip to the

Final Four, Duke downed the Terps for the third time
that year

With both teams returning a nucleus of players that
led their respective teams to the Final Four. the ACC
figures to be a two-horse race between Maryland and
Duke, and the Terps are more than capable of overtak
ing the Blue Devils
titles

winners of the last three ACC

The expectations have grown exponentially for the
Terps this season. as they find themselves ranked No. 2
in the country in the preseason Associated Press poll

Trying to lead Maryland out of the enormous Blue
Devil shadow will be the inside-outside combination of
Juan Dixon and Lonny Baxter, both first-team All-
ACC selections a year ago.

Dixon is a wiry guard capable of knocking down a
three. creating his own shot or dumping the ball down
low 1o the bulky Baster. who has a surprisingly soft

S—

touch around the hoop for such a big man

Despite his thin body structure, Maryland head
coach Gary Williams believes Dixon's strength is under
rated

“He is very strong,” said Williams. "He doesn't get
knocked off the ball very often. He can get it inside. get
hita little bit and still make the shot. A lot of guys at his
size can't do that.”

Returning to set up both Baxter and Dixon is point
Blake

guard for the Terps, is easily the ACC's second-best

guard Steve Blake a two-year s

rter at point

point guard behind Duke’s Jason Williams

Former N.C. State recruiting target Byron Mouton
had a successful 2001 season for the Terps after trans
The true definition of a role
{ defend

er who will aid Dixon and Baxter in senior leadership

ferring from Tulane

player. the often-emotional Mouton is a s

roles

Filling the final spot in Maryland's rotation will be
any one of a trio of players. Junior guard Drew
Nicholas possesses a deadly three-point shot and adds
experience to the Terps’ back court. Sophomore Chris
Wilcox possesses unlimited potential and showed flash
es of brilliance in a limited role last year

Forward Tahj Holden creates a match-up problem

for most teams with his size and excellent shooting

Junior RoGer MAsSON, VIRGINIA'S LEADING SCORER
LAST SEASON, MAY TAKE OVER AT POINT GUARD AFTER
DONALD HAND GRADUATED AND MAJESTIC MAPP WAS
LOST FOR THE SEASON. — Jason Jvester

range. The 6-10 junior is capable of banging in the
post with most big men yet is able to step outside and
shoot the three

The Terps also welcome three newcomers who will
try and compensate for the loss of Danny Miller (trans
fer) and Terence Morris (graduation). Perhaps the best
of those players will be junior-college transfer Ryan
Randle, who comes to the Terps from the same junior
college as NBA star and ex-Maryland guard Steve

Francis.

While setting the bar so high for some teams can

Maryland

playing its final sez-on in Cole Field House

lead to dissension and underachievement

seems

powsed to head back to the Final Four with lofty

mind
We're definitely a program on the rise,” said
Dixon. “Hopefully, we can keep it going in the right

virginia
cavaliers

Pete Gillen

direction.”

Heap Coacs

2000-01 RECORD: 20-9, 9-7 AC(

2000-01 POSTSEASON: First round of NCAAs

KEey PLAYER: Roger Mason (15.7 ppg. 44.2% 3-pt.)
PrepicTeD FiNisH: 3rd

cavs searching for leader
RETURNING FOUR STARTERS OFF OF LAST YEAR'S

fourth-place ACC team, many would expect a similar
style of play from Virginia this year

Cavalier head coach Pete Gillen is not one who
shares that belief, however

It's a whole new team I'm coaching.” said Gillen
Even though we've got a lot of the same players, we
don't have a lightning-quick point guard to run the
show

With the graduation of point guard Donald Hand
and the injury 1o backup Majestic Mapp's knee
Virginia enters the season in point guard limbo

“We have a chance to be better, but once again, the
said Gillen. "Roger
but that hurts

point guard is the key position,
Mason’s a good player — he can do it
our team because you're losing a good scorer.”

Coming off a tremendous year for the Cavaliers at
shooting guard, Mason will be asked to play the point
guard position early in the season. Last year, Mason led
the Cavaliers in scoring (15.7 points per game) en
route to being named third-team All-ACC and earn-
ing a spot on the USA Men's Basketball World
University Games team.
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NF1

en has suggested that Mason will start ear
take some pressure off freshr

Keith Jenifer. who r

year 1o guard

ard duties

take over the point gu

midway through the season [E r] is

Adam Hall

ACC

Filling in at the two guard will be a6 It's sc

All

and Travis Watson will

senior who has med to the

Defen

n twice
Chris William:

ive team

occupy the forward slots for Virginia. The Cavaliers

* position is up for grabs

19th in both

ur four veterans have all gotten a little bit better

vd and Vir

to build on last year's

said Gillen. "Chris Williams put on about eight 10 10

pounds of muscle. Mason played over at the World  onship, they have some

University Games in China and was their [third]-lead We don't have to

ing scorer. His confidence is very high now Doherty reminds us abe

One major addition to the Cavaliers will be the 6-9

265-pound Elton Brown. Brown

eadlines Virgini we all know wh
recruiting class and will likely challenge sophomare

J.C

Mathis for a starting role

We're going to be a little better inside,” said Gillen

ave Elton Brown who can score inside and has

ds, so I think that'll help us a little bit

a was picked third in the ACC's prescason

ind Duke and Maryland

They're definitely better than us.” said Gillen

They're elite teams. We're not at that level. | think we
have a chance 10 be very good, and | think we could beat

them on a given day. But they're a cut

the

will have to improve their play

If Virginia is going to challenge for AC

C title

on the

Last year, Virginia was a paltry 2-6 on the road in

ACC. Virginia also lost in the opening rounds of

ACC and NCAA Tournaments

We put in
said €

the

the
a resolution not 6 play on the road this
llen. "The NCGAA is checking it out. Right

now, it's in ¢ but I don't think it'll pass

ymmittee

Steve Thompson

north carolina
tar heels

Matt Doherty
00-01 RECORD

Heap Coacu

26-7

AG(

Sweet 16

13-3

2000-01 POSTSEASON

KEY PLavee: Jason Capel (1
sth

tar heels face uphill struggle

WHERE'S JosEPH FORTE? HE'S PLAYING 1N THE NBA

4 PPR. 7.3 apg)

PrepicTen FiNisn

Brendan Haywood? Also playing in the pros this
season
Ronald Curry and Julius Peppers? They might not

play basketball so they can prepare for a chance to play  SEASON. — Jason Ioester

pel ax

leave North Ca n the for the Wood (

d Kris Lang

something | am totally enjoy also ar werica candi

ymething I'm used 1o. | love 1 Jate

o me because | feel very confi tan Bersticker and Orlando Melendez are the

an help them out a lot two seniors m. Bersticker will get some
el and Lang lead a Tar Heel team that has been  time in the post this year with the depar of

reseason polls, trailing Duke sod, and Melendez will probably see more action

in the ACC. If the Hee ter playing in only 10 games an ring only eight

ACC regular-season champi nts last season

we're going to hear 1t all the time

walk about it: Coach [Mat] hopes brighten. Curry would probably return
Jut it every day, so that'sone way  reclaim his spot as the sta it guard
said Capel. "1 think pers could become a starter as opposed 1o the

are expecting from us. We  man, which he has been for the last two seaso

: people
know the talent we have

and we know what we have to do to be successful

Melvin Scott. Jackie Manuel and redshirt fres
Lang and Capel, both seniors, are the backbone of a  Neil Fingleton

Williams was a highly touted recruit who played in
the McDonald's All-American game at Duke last year
Fingleton s listed at 7-5. making him the tallest Heel
on the roster by half  foc

Apparently. the pollster at the loss of Forte
and Haywood will be tao much to overcome. UN(

WITH THE 10ss OF BRENDAN HAYWOOD AND JOSEPH
FORTE, JASON CAPEL WILL HAVE TO ASSUME A LEADER

SHIP ROLE IF THE TAR HEELS HOPE TO AVOID A SUBPAR

work to do

I Curry and Peppers do play this season, the Heels

ability we have

we know the Jawad Wil

This year’s incoming class features

doesn’t seem 1o be fazed by all the doubters

that the Heels are vulnerahble

People are picking

and | can understand why th

everything we've lost and what

other teams stil

Doherty said. "That doesn’t mean we can't use it for

motivation. Our team is going 10 try to prove people
wrong Jay Kohle

HEeAD CoacH: Skip Prosser

2000-01 RECORD: 19-11, §-8 AC(

2000-01 POSTSEASON: First round of NCAAs

KEY PLave: Josh Howard (13.6 ppg, 2.0 spg)
PrepicTED FINIsH- 5th

wake forest speeds

into new era

WAKE FOREST STARTED HOT IAST SEASON, CREEPING

all the way to No. 4 in the country. To open 2000, the
Demon Deacons bolted 0 3 12-0 record. including a
23-point thumping of No. 8 Virginia and a win over
No. 3 Kansas.

But then, Wake lost on the road by  point to 13th
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O next two weeks De
Tech 1, Duke and Cis
porta the swagger
isoh build. The rest

struggled, ultimately losing

the N(

in the ape

AA Tourr by 26 1o Butler

different than

in past years for

Wake. Not lowered. by any means, but just different

But then again, most things have changed in Winston
Salem.

For one. Dave Odom, the Deacons’ coach since

1990. left town for the head job at South Carolina

The team is also mussing several key
Robert O

s all-tim

mpon

from last season ey, a four-year starter

ed

h Shoemaker and Rafael Vidaurreta, two

vd one of Wal
So too did Je

leading scorers, grad

big men who accounted for much of the Dea

ans
rebounding and overall post presence

Skip Prosser. hired away from Xavier, is the new boss
in Winston-Salem. and if nothing else, the new head
man promises to bring an up-tempo syle of play to

rence Joel Coliseum this season
Any time there’s a coaching change, there will be
some differences.” Prosser said. "I've said many times
I'm a big Dave Odom fan. I think he was very, very suc
cessful at Wake. But I also think there’s a hundred ways
10 do things, and we just do things in different ways in
terms of how we want to play. We're going to try to press
more, and maybe that'll be a big difference.”

Returning to lead Wake will be forwards Josh
Howard and Darius Songalia. as well as shooting guard
Craig Dawson. Senior point guard Broderick Hicks will
also be a key to the team’s success

In Hicks,

three players who can play solid defense, run the court

Howard and Dawson, Prosser inherits
with quickness and finish on offense. Hicks has already
made & positive impression on his new coach

“He's

been a good leader, and he’s bought into everything

‘I've been thrilled with him,” Prosser said

we're trying to sell. He's done very well so far.”

Songalia and Howard should anchor the frontcourt
Howard. a junior, is coming off a season that landed
him on the All-ACC second team, as he led the
Deacons with 13.6 points per contest

Songalia, a senior who has made great strides in his
career. will provide production as well as leadership to
a Wake squad that fits the definition of what a team
should be

"We don't rely on just one player,” Songalia said
"Sometimes, even the best players can fail. and right
now, when you have five or six guys who can go out
there and produce. there's no pressure on any one
player. Everybody shares the same responsibility.”

If there is one player on Wake's roster capable of

becoming that go-to guy, then Howard is it

He's very gifted athletically,” Prosser sad. “Bu
sometimes athleticism is a curse. He's never really had
> work on the nuances of his game because he's always

been able

un past guys, jump o but if he

guys
wants to become a great player, he's going to have to
embrace those little things.
Although it will certainly be
Odom Wake

Deacons seem eager to start a new era, a new style

strange not to see

the of the

d

roaming sideline, many

find new successes
"We're going to play 94 feet of defense,” said Hicks

"We're not going to give away freebies, and that's going

10 ere:

an up-tempo style. But when it comes down to

it, you're still playing the same game.”

georgia tech
yellow jackets

Heap Coacn
2000-01 RECORD: 17-13, 8-8 ACC
2000-01 POSTSEASON: First round of NCAAs
KEey PLaver: Tony Akins (14.5 ppg, 4.3 apg)
Previctep FiNisH: 6th

georgia tech out
to continue progression

LAST ¥EAR, GEORGIA TECH SURPRISED THE ACC BY
going 17-13 in the regular season and 8-8 in the ACC
First-year head coach Paul Hewitt took the Jackets into

Andrew B. Carter

Paul Hewitt

the NCAA Tournament for the first time since 1996

During the off-season, however, the team’s five sen
iors departed. including All-ACC first-team player
Alvin Jones. Jones and graduated senior Shaun Fein
were both among the top 15 scorers in the conference
Tech will still have the potent scoring of guard Tony
Akins, however, who has returned for his senior sea
son

“This is a team that needs to get off 10 a good start
and get our confidence,” said Hewitt. "1 really like the
team, Tony Akins in particular. He's our senior point
guard, by far the best player, and he has proven that
every day in practice

As you look at what he did the second half of last
season on, he's been one of the best players in the
ACC. and I think he's going o continue with that this
year, not just from a statistical standpoint, but just
communicating with his teammates on the floor.”

Akins will head a team made up of four freshmen
four sophomores and only two seniors

Senior forward Michael Isenhour was diagnosed

POINT GUARD TONY AKINS AND GEORGIA TECH WILL
HAVE TO FIND A WAY TO MAKE UP FOR THE PRODUC
TION OF FIVE DEPARTED SE
TEAM ALL-ACC

10RS, INCLUDING FIRST

ALVIN JONES. — Jason luester

LECTIO

with leukemia in October and will be undergoing
chemotherapy treatments during the season. Without
his presence, the Yellow Jackets' Ed Nelson is the tallest
man on the roster, listed as a 6-8 forward. The loss of
Jones will definitely have an impact in the paint
Now we've got to concentrate a little more on keep

ing the ball out of the paint,” said Nelson. “Instead of
posting {Jones] up exclusively, we'll post up a variety of
inside guys. Because it's basketball, you've still got fo
have an inside game, and we're going to have an inside
game by committee.”

The freshmen that Hewitt has assembled for this
year's team are slowly coming into their own. Hewitt
realizes, though, that these young players aren't going
to become successful overnight

As the year goes on, and as they get older — | wish
they're going to show
more and more what they can do as basketball players,”

they could get older a lot faster
said Hewitt. I'm moving a little bit slower, probably
two or three days slower than last year, but it's OK as
long as the effort level remains high.”

Nelson knows this season could be interesting

"Basketball-wise, [the freshmen] have shown flashes
of good play. and [they have] shown flashes of being
Jay Koler

totally lost,” Nelson said.
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florida state et
point guard to lead
. George McCloud
seminoles B e
pre ductive season
HEeap CoacH: Steve Robinson rebounds per game

2000-01 RECORD: g-21, 4-12 AC(

2000-01 POSTSEASON: None point attempts
KEY PLAYER: Delvon Arrington (11.5 ppg. 4.8 apg Cummings was th
PREDICTED FiNisH: 8th bench last s

despite getting o

erve role

ted to do much in the ACC Rot
In the ACC's preseason poll, the Sem

isn't exp

inoles were  ent ways

picked 1o finish near the bottom of the conference, & All those gu

notion they are anxious to disprove level.” said Robins
One of our strengths is depth,” said team points and rebe

tain Delvon Arrington. “There are not too man

ple in the A

own the line and throw

yone out there Cu

The Seminoles have four seniors listed on their ros forced 1o sit out las

ter: Arrington, Antwuan Dixon. Monte Cumn

and David Anderson Robinson has ade
started 88 of 89 career games  incl

Arrington. wh ng Anthony

for the Semin ame the league’s first American from Leesv

| think Anthony

qualifi hasketball to gain his fourth

¢ in men

he'll definitely have
hroughout the year
Although FSU ha

schedule, it

< ope

a winn

the past couple of sea

“Tho

clemson
tigers

Heap Coacn Larry

000-01 RECORD: 1

D FiNisn

TONY STOCKMAN, WHO LED ALL ACC FRESHMEN IN  FOR THE FIRST T1

sk
FOR THE DEPARTED WILL SOLOMON. — Jason lnester going into the 2001

SCORING LAST SEASON, WILL HELP P!

JK UP THE SIACK  Clemson men's

back by graduating this summer. At

,-captain, is coming off k

on, averaging 23.1 minutes per g

sne start, He was FSU's third

AFTER A DISMAL 2000-01 SEASON, FLORIDA StaTe With all the veteran

have to come i

should add an offensive spa

an opportunity to win

season, Arrington was the first

the Seminoles in scor

He

ng 8.7 points and

» improved his perimeter

ing. knocking down 35.9 percent of his three

e Seminoles’ top player off the

d

fou loaded with depth e 1 o e

on the team. head coach Steve

nson believes leadership will come in many differ

and play at a high

n. "Higher el doesn’t mean

It m

s making better deci

ions. being in the right place at the right tin
C: that have as much depth as us. 1 think Sophomore J.D. Bracey should

challenge

ings for the shooting guard spot. Bracey was

v year as a partial qualifier but

k this season

ded three freshmen to the mix
Richardson, a McDonald's All
ille R High in Raleigh

ented player, and 1 think

an opportunity to help us out
said Robinson

s a relatively soft nonconference

n the season against in-state vival

Florida. This schedule gives the Seminoles a chance at

g record, something Robinson hasn't enjoyed

sons

guys are hungry for success and want to have

said Robinson

Shyatt
). 2-14 ACC

y Stockman (12.0 ppg. 83.6% f

ith

pieces of the puzzle

ME IN RECENT HISTORY, THE
etball team will be without a star

02 season after Will Solomon was

drafted into the

With the absenc

Adam Alle

ad coach Larry

ach in the

will be s a5 he attempts 1o find ¢

right | spen spots

i with injuries. Ed Scott comes

t is known for his

as his tenacious

defense
Joining y Stockman. who won over
Tigers fans + late three- pointer that
d clinch an \ n over then-No. I North
olina last season. Stock am
in scoring last year, traili He also led

the team in steals (44) and free-throw shooting (8¢

percent) and was a threat from downtawn. hitting 75

three- point baskets son

Big men Ray Henderson and ACC All-Freshman

« Chris Hobbs will offer strength in the paint

At 6-8 and 250 pounds. Henderson is  solid force

down low and averaged 5.4 points and 4.8 rebounds a
eason ag

Hobbs, however. has shown the most promise and
sho intinue 1o earn opponent ¥
ame he plays. Last season, he led the ne

n class in reboundin € .

contest. Hobbs also connected nt of
his shots an his way to averaging 7 g

I've r been happier with f ud
Shyatt never been more excited about
I've never had more focus or aggressiveness at pra
We'll still get it up and down as fast as we car

think because we are a very

freshmen, three sophomore n
en there for two years. That
most any there
So. because balance or unpredicability are
our best two sources right now, and we should | ¥
a team. We'll fenie, where we rel
e chioiies o
The Tigers ented fresh las
th cen ranked in the top 15 nationall
polls. Highlighting that class are i Chey Christi
and big man Sharrod Fe both played b
nited State nt Games over 1} )
Christie exhibited hi g1

points a game while b tanding 61 pe

from behind the arc. and Ford

percent
the field
We've got five freshmen; four of them right now

I'd looke

ery honestly to

don’t start,” said Shyatt. "I think our eight underclass

men are as good as

vy underclassmen in this league

right now.” — Justin Sellers
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duke
blue devils_

H
HEeaD Coach: Gail Goestenk

Ke AYER: Alana Be 7.0 py 2
Pue ED 1

heard, devils
take aim
at another title

PERHAPS NEVER IN ACC WOMEN'S BASKE
ry has such a young team been picked ©
ference

The never seen a
young team with Duke Blue
Devils

With only one se J n Duke was still
picked to win t ¢

The Devils are

both the
We

re 2

team

said

oung
We

Gail Goestenkors. feel as the se:

we'll continue to get better and better
all

was named the p

Duke's best arou

i player, g
ason AC(

Playe

most

recently & preseas
d Press

which earne

American by the Heiate

duplicate last year's seasan
Freshman of the Year honors

At almost 6

tall, Beard creates problems with

guards who are not strong enough to stop her ability 1o

penetrate. Also a ious defender, Beard set the

Duke single-season record for steals a year ago as a
freshman

Opposite Beard at guard
fill

Year Georgia Schweitzer. Mosch. a deadly shooter from

Sheana Mosch has some

big shoes to those of departed ACC Player of the

the three-point arc. started all 34 games last year and

earned third team All-ACC honors

The Devils’ lone senior, Krista Gingrich, teams with
Michele Matyasovsky to further bolster the depth of
Duke's guards

Duke's other highly regarded freshman of the
2000-01 season was forward Iciss Tillis
the ACC All-Freshman team, Tillis started 25 games
and is a very athletic shot-blocker. She is expected to

garner a majority of the playing time at power forward

A member of

Center Crystal White is expected to start at center
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early season injuries to her ankle have dowed her We've got an outstanding freshman class.” Harchell

. .
»ff-season development. The 6-5 White and 6-4 Tillis nurth carull"a i, TThey ae g -seally well, iLiesh. Metcald tin
! '

played unbelieva

excited about the wh

Nikita Bell

her on-the-court success la

Goestenkors also inked a highly touted recruiting class tal’ heels

that includes two players who are capable of playing

freshman elass. « ust Lea

Wynter Whitley Heap Coact; Sylvia Hatchell

Currie and

right away. Both Monig
were second-team Parade Prep All-Americans 200(¢ 1 RECORD: 15-14, 7-9 AC(

tel POSTSEASON: None

With such a g. talented squad and ano

Key Praver: Coretta B

lar recruiting »n the way, Goestenkors

m that rivals that of the men’s pi PREDICTED FINISH: 2nd

powerful

at Duke. However. as talented as the Devils are, repeat

e e s e oo cniacc - ar heels look for resurgence

s] the anced |conference] race | can

HE NorTH CAROLINA S BASKETBAL

Goestenkors said. “Every team in the con

Mott Midd v without Nikki

improved team, competing

ated

was a lot like
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Hatchell. "I want everybody to remember that the last

game she played in, she scored 33 points and was

SN terraping

Teasley. a 6-0 guard, tack a leave of absence from

1 season, citing a stress-related illness Heap Coact: Chris Weller
50-01 RECORD: 17-12, 8-8 AC(
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Leading the way for the Terps is senior Deedee
Warley. who will be a strong scoring asset for Weller
down in the paint. Warley averaged 13.8 points and 6.4
rebounds a game last year, earning her a spot on the
All-ACC third team

Teaming up with Warley will be center Rosita
Melbourne, who at 6-3 adds size under the basket for
Maryland. Although her offensive contribution isn't
what Weller would like it to be. scoring an average of
only 7.6 points a game, Melbourne does a good job of
cleaning the boards with nearly six grabs a game

In the backcourt. the Terps feature three talented
players in Marche Strickland, Renneika Razor and Kiki
Wimbush. Strickland, who was the team’s leader in
scoring last season with 13.9 points per game, gives
Weller a solid shooter from behind the arc. with 2 33.3
percent mark in conference play.

I've scen a lot more intensity and energy in our
said Strickland

practices this year,” Because we have

SENIOR DEEDEE WARLEY IS PART OF A MARYLAND

LINEUP THAT RETURNS ALL FIVE STARTERS FROM LAST

SEASON'S FIFTH-PLACE TEAM. — Dylan Wilion

more players out there. it's more competitive, and that
will help us in the games.”

Meanwhile, Razor adds an average of 2.31 steals per
contest, the fourth-best mark in the conference, and
Wimbush, an All-ACC freshman a year ago, adds some
much-needed depth

“We're going to play a much faster-paced game than
we've played in the last couple of years,” Weller said
"We have more players. so I can make more substitu
tions. Hopefully, if we can dictate the tempo more.
our field-goal percentage will go up dramatically.”
— Justin Sellers

clemson
tigers

Heap CoacH: Jim Davis
2000-01 RECORD: 21-10, 10-6 ACC

2000-01 POSTSEASON: Second re d of NCAA.
Key Praver: Chrissy Floyd (16.9 ppg. 1.9 spe
PrEDICTED FINISH - 5th

clemson deals

without batth

high wome askerba
How th w 2
were two leading rebou
Forns, and neven w
veterans vs. ne 5
On the experienc
Floyd, a second-team

All-AC(
court. Floyd and Kryst,

preseason

group of guards with three sophomo .
Queen, Lakeia Stokes d Julie Aderhold als:
returning to the team

The Tigers will have to find some consistency. how
ever, with some inexperienced post players. Marci

Glenney and Heather Crowe, both 5-11 players who are
more comfortable facing the basket, return this year
Sophomore Maggie Slosser is expected 1o pick up
some of the rebounding slack left by the graduation of
Batth. Beyond that. Clemson has signed two small for
wards, Leah Roper and Khaili Sanders, The Tigers also
picked up Lacey Shafer, Monica Blackmon and Tia
Andrew to play the power forward and center positions.

"I need to grow some post players in a hurry,” said
head coach Jim Davis. "But we've got great depth on the
perimeter. Krystal Scott will probably start for the third
straight year, which is a good thing. She's very impor-
1ant to have on the court.”
The Tigers will also have to deal with Khaili Sanders’
torn ACL, which occurred during practice. Sanders
will redshirt this season. The loss of another frontcourt
player means that Clemson will probably be forced to
depend on its guards, especially early in the season.
Ve'll probably use a four-guard lineup at some
points,” said Davis. “That will help our pressing and
trapping. The problem with that is that last year we were
. and that
is a concern. If we have to play three or four guards,

the next-to-last rebounding team in the A

they've got to do a better job rebounding.”

After finishing so low on the rebounding scale and
losing Batth, rebounding will be a challenge. Glenney
who averaged 4.3 boards per game in ACC play last sea

son. will try to fill the void left by the graduated seniors

inst some of the in the AC(

L had 1o

st post playe

Glenney said

florida state
seminoles

HEAD COACH: Sue Semra

TED FINISH. 6tk

PREDI

seminole
accomplishments

THE FLORIDA STATE WOMEN'S PASKETBALL TEAM HAD
its breakout season, and now it wants even more

Picked to finish eighth in the ACC a year ago, the
Seminoles quickly turned into the conference’s most
surprising team and placed fourth.

Head coach Sue Semrau led her team 1o a 19-12
record that included nine league wins and an ACC
semifinal Then  the

Tournament appearance.

2001-02 TECHNICIAN
BASKETBALL PREVIEW




Seminoles received their first NCAA Tournament invi

tation since 1991 and beat Tulane in the first round

It was a great feeling of accomplishment,” Semrau

said. “Right then we could start to see some of the light
at the end of the tunnel. It came out of four years of
very hard work, and I felt very proud for all the players
that helped in our program

After the season, Semrau was selected as the ACC
Women's Coach of the Year, becoming the school's first
coach to garner the honor

When 1 first got to Florida State, | had to convince
a group of young ladies that they could win,” Semrau
said. “That's not the case any more. Now we expect to
win

National recognition and high expectations have
come with last and the

season’s success, however

Seminoles will no longer sn

up to grab wins from
unsuspecting opponents

This year, the Seminoles are picked to finish sixth in
the ACC

the nation

one of the mos!

mpetitive conferences in

*I know peaple do respect Florida State when we go

to play.” said starting guard April Traylor. "They know

we are a team that can win some games. | don't think

people will overlook us too much.”

FSU returns three starters from last year's team
including guards Traylor and Lakesha Springle. Traylor
averaged 15.1 points per game and is the squad’s top

returning scorer. The senior guard also led the

Seminoles in assists per game., with 3.77. and steals per
contest, with 2.42

Center Katelyn Vujas started all 31 games for FSU

last year and will patrol the lane again this season
Tasheika Morris, a sophomore who transferred from

national powerhouse Tennessee, figures to get a lot of

playing time at the forward position

This year's squad wants to become the first
Seminoles’ team to reach the 20-win plateau since
1982. And obviously, a return trip to the NCAA

Tournament is at the top of the priority list

T wish [ could say that we've gone from zero to hero.

but [ can't say that yet." Semrau said. "We have gone
from a bunch of players who worked hard to a bunch of
talented players with a vision. We really see clearly
now

FSU opens the season with the Virgin Islands

Tournament in St In addition

Thomas this weekend

s ACC
13 Florida at home on Nov

to playing the rigarc

face No

schedule, the Seminoles

will also 29 and
will travel for games with Auburn and Indiana later in
the season

Our motto this year 1s

And Then Some. " Traylor

said. "We set a goal last

r. and we fel that we reached

it. This year, we want t

even more Jerry M

georgia tech
yellow jackets

Hean CoAcH: Agnus Berenat
2000-01 RECORD: 14-15, 5-11 AC(
jackets ready to dance

Tech's frontcourt, where she will aid the duo of Sonja
Mallory and Tamika Boatner in trying to control the
boards for Tech. Last season. the Jackets were 1-9 when
outrebounded by their opponent

She’s

of the best defensive players in the con

ference, as well as nation, " said Tech head coach Agnus

Berenato. “She will add instant credibility to our team
both offensively and defensively
Tech’s leading returning scorer Niesbs

has been suspended for the first semester of

junior
Butler
action. and Berenato will reevaluate her status at the
end of the semester. Butler was the unanimous AG(
Rookie of the Year in 1999 and was a third-team all
league selection last year after averaging 15.6 points per
game

Niesha, academically. is eligible,” said Berenato
She just violated a team policy within our academic
system

In the meantime, filling the void at the guard posi
tion will be senior Milli Martinez
¥

rebounds per game

who averaged 13.2

1s per game last year to go along with seven
an exceptional number for a

guard

Milli has really taken her gar

to the next level

said Berenato. "Her three-point attack will really help
our team go to the NCAA tournament
The Jackets' back

Ashley Ebert and juniors Nina

»urt remains deep with senior

arlin and Alex Stewart

returning to aid Martinez

ither off-guard or point

g
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Debbie Rya
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That's not the case anymore. as head coach Debbie
Ryan returns only two starters from an NCAA

Tourna

nt team that went 18-14 last season

The most noticeable loss for the Cavaliers is would
be junior Schuye LaRue, who decided to try her luck in
the pros in Europe. LaRue led Virginia in almost every
statistical category last season, averaging 18.1 points and

11.8 rebounds p

game

With forward Marcie Dickson out for the season due
to medical issues, the Cavs return only four letterwin
ners. The junior from Maplewood, N.J
g

started 15

1es and averaged 6.2 points and 2.4 rebounds

The Cavs’ backcourt should be a strong suit. return
ing both starters from last season, Telisha Quarles and
Anna Prillaman

arles, the lone senior on the team, averaged 11.6

points per game last season. She is a threat from any

where on the floor, conne

g on 35 percent of her
three point attempts last season, the fifth-best mark in
the AC(

Prillaman > guard, hit 51.9 percent of her
shots fr ich translated into 6.2 points
per game

Ju iz Sahin will add to the depth of th

k ffa vin wh
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Pril [ g tin

Déspi ; b, th lack
Star Bask
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Blue and Lynetre
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" ither forward or guard and should compete for

1 and Brandi Teamer also join

interesting year in terms of what

I have work with.” Ryan said. "I'm confident that
we're not going i lot of the things Virginia bas
kethall teams have done in the past because we aren't
goir e time to teach it. But what we're going to

do, we'll do very well

Despite the team's youth, there is still plenty
enthusiasm among the Virginia players
We

re definitely eager,” Quarles said. "We're ready

10 play this year.” — Billy Freeman

wake forest
demon deacons

Heap CoacH: Charlene Curtis

2000-01 RECORD: 11-17, 3-13 ACC
2000-01 POSTSEASON: None

KEY PLAYER: Eafion Hill (i1.4 ppg. 5.9 rpg)
PREDICTED FINISH: gth

deacs
ready to
move up

Guarp TELISHA QUARLES, VIRGINIA'S LONE SENIOR

WAKE FOREST HAS NEVER BEEN KNOWN AS A MAJOR
hub for women's college basketball

In the program’s 30-year history, Wake has an AGC

record of 72-246 (.226) and has advanced to the
NCAA Tournament once, making an appearance in
1988

Since Charlene Curtis took over the program in
1997, the Demon Deacons have shown slight signs of
improvement. Last season, Wake upset North Carolina

and NCAA Tournament participant Florida State and

100k top-seeded Duke to overtime in t

the AC(

first round of

Tournament. The end result, however, was

still a last-place finish in the ACC

After four years of slowly trying to bring her 1

along. Curtis is hoping to start moving up the confer
ence pecking order

We have a good group of seniors who were

ny first recruiting class, and they have been throu

lot.” Curtis said. "Our mission this year is not only to

be competitive but to fin e season with more win

The senior cla

» Wake Forest 1o
fifference, but t

than losses
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WILL HAVE TO ANCHOR A YOUNG TEAM THAT WILL BE
WITHOUT STAR SCHUYE LARUE. WHO LEFT COLLEGE

EARLY TO PLAY IN EUROPE. — Kyle R,

2001-02 TECHNICIAN I 21
BASKETBALL PREVIEW




e

1. Duke
2. Maryland

4. Virginia

$. North Carolina
5. Wake Forest

6. N.C. State

7. Geargia Tech
8. Clemson

9. Florida State

ALL-ACC Team

Jason Williams, Duke
Mike Dunleavy, Duke
J

Lonny Baxter, Maryland

Dixon, Maryland

Travis Watson, Virginia

PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Jason Williams, Duke

FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR
Julius Hodge, N.C. State

Jeremy Ashton

1. North Carolina
2. Duke

3. Maryland

4. Virginia

5. N.C. State

6. Wake Forest

7. Georgia Tech
8. Clemson

9. Florida State

ALL-ACC TeAuM

Jason Williams, Duke

Jason Capel. North Carolina
Juan Dixon, Maryland

Josh Howard, Wake Forest
Carlos Boozer, Duke

PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Jason Williams, Duke

FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR
Julius Hodge, N.C. State

Joy Kohler

Maryland
Duke
Virginia
Wake Forest
Georgia Tech
N.C. State
North Caroli

P

8. Clemson

9. Florida State

ALL-ACC Team

Jason Williams, Duke
Chris Dubon, Duke
Juan Dixon. Maryland
Lonny Baxter, Maryland
Roger Ma:

n. Virginia

PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Jason Williams, Duke

FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR
Jawad Williams, North

Carolina

Steve Thompson

1. Duke

2. Maryland

3. North Carolina
4. Virginia

5. Wake Forest

6. N.C. State

7. Georgia Tech
8. Florida State

9. Clemson

ALL-ACC Team

Jason Williams, Duke
Juan Dixon. Maryland
Lonny Baxter, Maryland
Travis Watson, Virginia
Dahntay Jones, Duke

PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Jason Williams, Duke

FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR

Julius Hodge, N.C. State

Matt Middleton

technician’s men’s preseason

1. Duke
Maryland

3. North Carolina

4. Virginia
5. Wake Forest
6. Georgia Tech
7. N.C. State

8. Clemson

9. Florida

State

ALL-ACC TEaM

Jason Williams, Duke
Juan Dixon, Maryl
Lonny Baxter, Maryls
Carlos Boozer, Duke

Jason Capel, North Carolina

nd

PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Jason Williams, Duke

FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR
Julius Hodge. N.C. State

Jerry Moore

1. Duke

2. Maryland

3. Virginia

4. N.C. State

5. North Carolina
6. Wake Forest

7. Georgia Tech
8. Florida State

9. Clemson

ALL-ACC Team

Jason Williams, Duke
Juan Dixon, Maryland
Lonnie Baxter, Maryland
Mike Dunleavy, Duke

Travis Watson, Virginia

PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Jason Williams, Duke

FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR
Julius Hodge, N.C. State

Jimemy Ryals

icks

Duke
Maryland

3. Virginia

4. N.C. State

5. North Carolina
6. Wake Forest

7. Georgia Tech

8. Clemson
9. Florida State

ALL-ACC Team
Jason Williams. Duke
Mike Dunleavy, Duke
Chris Duhon, Duke
Juan Dixon. Maryland

Lonny Baxter. Maryland

PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Jason Williams, Duke

FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR
Julius Hodge. N.C. State

Andrew B. Carter

Duke

2. Maryland

3. Virginia

4. North Carolina
5. N.C. State

6. Georgia Tech
7. Wake Forest

8. Clemson

9. Florida State

ALL-ACC TEAM

Jason Williams, Duke
Mike Dunleavy. Duke
Lonny Baxter. Maryland
Juan Dixon. Maryland
Chris Duhon, Duke

PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Jason Williams, Duke

FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR
Julius Hodge, N.C. State

Justin Sellers

1. Duke
2. Maryland

3. Virginia
t Wake Forest
5. N.C. State

6. North Carolina
7. Georgia Tech
8. Florida State

9. Clemson

ALL-ACC Team

Jason Williams, Duke

Juan Dixon, Maryland

Mike Dunleavy. Duke
Darius Songalia, Wake Forest

Lonny Baxter, Maryland

PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Jason Williams, Duke

FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR
Julius Hodge. N.C. State

Billy Freeman

(O 0
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OPPOSENT
BCA Jnvipaticmil
Prairie View AGM
BCA Trvitational
TBA

BOA [rvitational
TBA

James Madison
The Gitadel
ACC-Big Ten Chal

@ Ohio Stase

Massachusetss
Woffo
Syra

Chatlésion Southern

Florida Suté
Duké
i Clesmson

Date
Nov

Nov

Feb.

Feb

Mar. 1-4

14

.18
.21

25

OPPONENT

N.C. State Tournament
Radford

N.C. State Tournament

Drake or UAB
George Washington

@ [ESA]

@ Indiana
Old Dominion
Charleston Southern
Honda Elite Classic
Tennessee

@ [Orlando, Fla.]

@ Wisconsin
Georgia
Sunsplash Shootout
Mississippi State

@ [Cancun. Mexico]
Sunsplash Shootout
Pittsburgh

@ [Cancun. Mexico]

@ Wake Forest
Virginia
Geargia Tech

@ North Carolina
Duke

@ Florida State

@ Clemson
Maryland
Wake Forest

@ Virginia

@ Georgia Tech
North Carolina
Florida State

@ Duke

@ Maryland

Clemson

ACC Tournament
@ [Greensboro]

TiME
6:30 p.m
TBA

6:30 p.m
7p-m
7 pom.
7 p.m.

1p.m.
1p.m.
1pm

4p:m

4 p.m
1pm
7 pom.
2 pm.
7 pom.
6 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 pom
7 p.m.
12 p.m.
7:30 p.m
2 p.m.
7pm
7p.m
7:30 p.m.
7p.m

TBA




