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Elections Commission attempts
to combat low elections turnout

# The Elections Commission prepares
to tackle low voter turnout with new
ideas and new procedures,

Ayren Jackson
News Editor

The rumors suggested that there would
be free T-shirts, free amphetamines,
computers on the brickyard and even a
free lunch with the Chancellor for those
who decide to vote in this year’s student
elections.

But what is the N.C. State Elections
Commission really planning on doing in
order to combat a low turnout to student
elections-a problem which the elections
board faces every year?

and Tuesday, April 9

But before the official announcement
of candidates, before the campaigning
begins, and way before the actual elec-
tion day, the Elections Commission has
an important role to play

Members  of  the  Elections
Commission are chosen by the Student
Body President and confirmed before
the elections begin

The Elections Commission runs the
entire election. They are in charge of the
election’s publicity, the voting proce-
dures and the election’s overall organi-
zation

According 1o Devore, this year, pub-
licity by the Election’s Board will be in
affect full-force.

Not only

will the Elections

“We [the Elections C ] are
starting early this year,” said Amanda
Devore, Elections Commission chair.
“We are more organized than before.”

So, maybe there won't be free amphet-
amines or a free lunch with the
Chancellor, but  the  Elections
Commission does have a few new ideas
in the works this year to get students out
10 vole

This year, general clections will be
held on Monday, April 1 and Tuesd.
April 2. And, il needed. run-off el
tions will be held on Monday, April 8

U. Maryland
student
speaks out
on eating

disorders

# This week is National Eating
Disorder Awareness Week.

Jaime Malarkey

The Diamondback (1. Maryland)

(U-WIRE) COLLEGE PARK. Md. -
University of Maryland junior inde
pendent studies major Liz Erlich used
to wake up and decide what kind of
day she was going to have based on
how her stomach looked in the mirror.

As the nation launches into National
Eating Disorder Awareness Week, the
focus of many health organizations
turns toward eating disorders that
affect more than 7 million women and
1 million men worldwide, according to
the University Health Center

Eating Disorder Awareness Week
also aims to celebrate positive out-
comes that can be derived from these
otherwise dangerous situations, such
as Erlich's venture to publish a book
offering support and encouragement to
others combating eating disorders.

Erlich remembers the frustration of
dress shopping for her 16th birthday
She decided to return to the store after
losing a few pounds, but Erlich had no
way of knowing that a cute dress
would be a heavy price to pay for what
was to come. Although this diet was
her first personal encounter with nega-
tive hody image, Erlich’s weight-loss
scheme led 1o an arduous six-year-bat-
tle with anorexia and bulimia

“You don’t know when exactly that it
happens, but I just stopped eating. It
got to the point where I was afraid of
chewing a piece of gum — there were
too many calories. You just don’t think
right; you lose touch with reality.”

Erlich struggled through the remain-
ing years of high school, becoming
increasingly reclusive and often feel-
ing “too fat to go out.” Her lack of
nourishment left her lethargic, and she
more and more withdrawn
from her friends.

*“You go from such
.. 1o death,” she said.

Erlich eventually sought help in ther-
apy. where she says she started focus-
ing on who she was rather than what
she looked like. She began to eat more
and became more active in her Glen
Rock, N.J.. high school to avoid
relapsing. Erlich joined the cross coun-
try team and won the Citizenship
Award at graduation for her senior
project working for a battered
women's shelter, a project that also
contributed to her appointment as
homecoming queen.

Less than three years later, Erlich

crazy, happy girl

« position strate-
gically throughout campus to inform
students about the ions, but they
have also employed aid from outside
sources

Papa John's Pizza will be passing out a
flyer with every pizza ordered on cam-
pus. Free T-shirts will be given to the
first 450 students who vote at a poll site.
Featured guests, to include the Male
Dance Team, Chancellor Marye Anne
“ox and varsity sports coaches, will also
be visiting the poll sites.

And, in addition, the Commission is

slated to have approximately seven pol
ing sites to include the Atrium, Fountain
Dining Hall and the D.H. Hill Library

“The library is good because it will be
open 24 hours,” said Devore. Other poll
sites will include Nelson hall, Case
Dining hall and the Wolve's Den

“Voter turnout was about 10 percent
last year,” said Devore. “That’s just
ridiculous.™

According to Devore, Appalachian
State University had a voter turnout of
approximately 40 percent last year and
this year, UNC-Chapel Hill had a voter
turnout of 25 percent

Devore said that one of the Elections
Commissions goals for this year is to get
a higher rmout than UNC-Chapel Hill.

The Commuission will also focus on
outreach.

They will soon propose a college stu-
dent council challenge, in which the col-
lege with the highest voter turnout will
be rewarded.

“We want the colleges to take pride in
getting people to vote,” said Devore.

According to Devore, very low voter
turnout has been a consistent problem at
NC:!

“We really want every student to know
that there is an election,” said Devore.
“And if they choose to vote or not, that
isup to them.”
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giant climbing wall in the brickyard. The event in which the
climbing wall was part of, was sponsored by VW. (see A&E page 4

enrolled at the university, continuing
her extracurricular involvement to
avoid focusing on her body. In particu-
lar, she became a legislator in the
Student  Government  Association.
More importantly, Erlich spoke out
about her ordeal as a volunteer peer
educator at the University Health
Center, teaching health classes and
sororities about the dangers of eating
disorders

However, things took a turn for the
worse during her sophomore year.

Erlich’s parents divorced and sold
their home, and Erlich found herself
depressed. It was then that her eating
disorder resurfaced.

“I was throwing up not even for
weight loss, but more of a void. To me,
it was more of a lifestyle than a prob-
lem,” she said. Her condition gradual-
ly worsened to the point where she
couldn’t get out of bed and eventually
withdrew from the university.

Erlich’s best friend finally persuaded
her to check into the Jordan Center, a
ward at St. Joseph's Medical Center in

MEALOI

PHOTO COURTESY OF HALLER
Meredith Schaller, right, pictured with her 92-year-old grandfather, who
is a retired mechanical engineer. Schaller has returned to school after
about 10 years for another swing, and this time anticipates a win by

knock out.

Faces in

4 From waitress to biomedical
engineer, Meredith Schaller converts
her wishes to reality,

Phillip Brenneis

staff Reporter

Editor's Note: With more than 28,000
students  artending ~ N.C State
University. there are more than 28,000
different names, faces and stories. This
semester, the news staff will randomly
pick students from the NCSU directory
and rtell their storv. Who knows? You
could be our next story

Meredith Schaller, 31, is living proof
that a second chance is always avail
able for those with the will to reach out
and grab it

This outspoken student was nitially
claimed as a casualty of college life
when her inubility to decide which
direction she wanted to take, along
with the new freedom afforded by the
college experience. combined in caus
ing her to drop out. In the meantime
she ook a job as a waitress as her
search for a career went on

“1 was waiting for my passion to hit
me in the ass,” she said

Years later. Schaller said she realized
that she was 30 years old. and it was
time (o get 4 move on

Sitting down with paper and a pencil
she charted her future. Focusing on her
interests and the aspects of her job as a
waitress she enjoyed most.  she
attempted (0 arrive at a career choice
She decided she enjoyed the fast pace
of herjob and the human interaction.

On the other hand, “steak and wine
just don’t interest [her].”

Her choice? Biomedical engineering

While this choice may not follow the
most obvious path of logic. a look at
her background sheds light on her deci
s10n.

Schaller said she comes from a long
line of engineers. including her grand
father, father and uncle. She believes
she inherited her interest in engineering
and the mathematical side of academ
ics from her family

Her appreciation of the applications
of technology w the human body, such
as artificial organs or pacemukers,
along with her fascination with the way
math and physics can be used to model

the pack

the way the body works were |
parts of her decision to go into biomed-
ical engineering.

Butin keeping with her enjoyment of
interacting with people, she hopes to
20 into the sales end of the industry

So. back to college she went

Schaller, now in her fourth semester
at N.C. State, said she now has a com-
pletely differemt perspective from her
first attempt at college

“I always got s0 annoyed by the older
persons in my class staying after and
asking questions.” said Schaller. “I
pronused myselt I'd never be that per
son.”

School was simply a “catalyst for
fun™ as she made her first try at college
she said

While that older classmate was ask
ing questions, causing the whole class
to be held over for two or three min-
utes, the younger Schaller just wanted
to get out of class and get on with the
fun

That has all changed.” she said

She has been challenged by engineer
ing classes at NCSU. as opposed 1o
what she called “rote classes” that only

fequire memorization

*1 like that 'm using my mind
Schaller. *1 can feel my cognitive skills
improving,”

As far as settling back into the college
routine, she said that she fit hack in
fairly well “after [she] got used to
being asked if [she] was a TA

She said that she even has a better
attitude about her job, which is sup
porting her as she pays her way
through school. now that she can view
it as @ “means to an end.’

Schaller’s choice of books says as
much about her as anything else

The arguments presented in Miguel
Ruiz’s “Four Arguments” have given
her goals for which to aim. According
to Schaller, the book addresses “the
power of your word” along with advis
ing “don’t take anything personally,”
“always do your best™ and “don’t make
assumptions.”

It's hard to change your thinking,
she said, speuking of the difficulty of

suid

Schaller said that she plans to stay in
the Triangle area after she finishes
school in May of 2004, She said she
likes the people and the weather here
and just feels comfortable overall

N.C. State Alumni Association initiates
Student Ambassador Program

¢ Benefits of the Student Ambassador
Program have already been seen
through alumni enthusiasm and
connections.

News Staff Report

One of the main goals of the N.C
State Alumni Association is to in
visibility on campus and increase sup-
port from current members.

One way the Alumni Association is
maintaining this goal is through its
newly established Student Ambassador
Program.

Beginning this past fall, a select
group of NCSU undergraduate students

became part of the Alumni
Association’s goal
Brookl Winters, director of

See EATING, Page 2

Constituency Programs, and senior

Tracy Wood, former president of Alpha
Delta Pi Soronty, worked together to
initiate the Alumni Association Student
Ambassador Program

“The program was designed by care-
fully considering the N.C. Suute
Alumni Association’s current goals and
by incorporating information provided
by members of the student ambassador
program at Georgia Tech,” said Wood

Thus far, student ambassadors have
assisted with activities such as the
Alumni Association’s hospitality tents
at football games, welcoming alumni
and talking to them about the great
things happening at NCSU. The
ambassadors have also been involved
in various fundrwsers and leadership
seminars

Alumni Association student ambussa-
dors, who were chosen through recom-
mendations from campus officials, rep.
resent a diverse mixture of campus life.

The ambassadors come from Student
Government, Greek Life, Inter
Residence Council and varsity sports,
10 name a few

“Each student was carcfully selected
based on leadership potential, commu-
nication skills, enthusiasm and involve-
ment in 4 variety of outstanding aspects
of the N.C. State University communi-

ty.” said Wood.
According 1o representatives, many
of the benefits of the Student

Ambassador Program are already evi-
dent. Alumni have been excited about
the current student body at NCSU, and
the ambassadors have established
many new connections with alumni
Students interested in becoming an
ambassador in the future can fill out an
application online at http:/www.alum-
ninesuedu/sa or pick one up at the
Alumni Association office.
Applications are due March 8




The Foundation for the ﬁ)
Defense of Democracies
presents:

“Defending Democracy,
Defeating Terrorism”

The Foundation for the Defense of Democracies is
seeking qualified undergraduate applicants to
participate in a fellowship program entitled
“Defending Democracy, Defeating Terrorism”.

The fellowship program will commence August 3*
to the 21* in Tel Aviv and will allow participants to
interact with academics, diplomats and military
officials from India, Israel, Jordan, Turkey, and the
United States. FDD fellows will be provided will all
room, board, and travel expenses.

FDD is a non-profit, non-partisan and non-ideologi-
cal think tank that promotes informed debate about
policies and positions that will most effectively
abolish international terrorism.

Questions? Email fellows@defenddemocracy.org

For additional details and application visit:
www.defenddemocracy.org
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Grad students to face changes
in GRE testing

# The GRE Board recently Frm writing _\\1’{' et

decided to eliminate the toee ; nt. believes the ir

multiple-choice analytical % oo rting portion is a g

reasoning section and replace ¥ # LIepe

it with the stand-alone writing
assessment.

Wisniewskl.  Latin

Alejandra Duarte

on or preparatior
sit the GRE's Wek
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Union Actvities Board

Presidential Applications are now
available in the UAB office located on

the first floor of Talley Student Center.
bl Applications are due by Thursday,
February 28 at 5:00pm in the UAB
office. For more information, please
stop by or call 515-5918.

J.CREW WAREHOUSE SALE
MARCH 5 -9

MOTIVATED WORKERS NEEDED

FORMER ECKERD’S DRUG STORE
2712 HILLSBOROUGH ST. RALEIGH, NC

$7.50 PER HOUR, AM /PM SHIFTS
AVAILABLE, 4 HOUR SHIFTS

CALL (732) 974-1051

Also, please recycle.
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HOLLYWOOD -
legendary anin
artist
Warner Br
Tunes™ cart
gestive
Marian
his side
Mar

In & career spann
Jones made
films, winnin
tor and in 1996 received an ho

Oscar for Lifetime Achieven

Chuck Jones,
on director and
for his work on the

best know

he

r 60 years

ammated

Among the many awards and recog
nitions, one of those mo: alued
was the honorary life membership
from the Directors Guild of Americ
During the Golden of anir

tion, Jones helped bring to life ma

most famous charac

Bunny, Daffy Duck

of Warner Bros

ters Bugs

Elmer Fudd and Porky Pig. The list
of characters he created himself
includes Road Runner, Wile [

Coyote, Marvin the Martian, P
Pew, Michigan J. Frog and r
ers. He also produ
wrote the screenpl
How the Grinch St
television classic

ture-length film
Tollbooth.” In additi

prolific artist whose w

exhibited at galleries and museums
worldwide
Jones often recalled a small child

who. when told that Jones drew Bugs
Bunny, replied: “He
Bugs Bunny. He draws pictures
Bugs Bunny.” His point was that the
child thought of the character as
being alive and believable, which
was, in Jones™ opinion, the key to
true character animation

Born on Sept. 21, 1912 in Spokane.
Wash., Jones grew up in Hollywood
where he observed the talents of
Charlie Chaplin and Buster Keaton
and worked occasionally as a child

draw

extra in Mac Sennett comedies, After
graduating from Chouinard Art
Institute in Los Angeles (now
California Institute of the Arts)

Jones drew pencil portraits for a dol
lar a piece on Olvera Street. Then, in
1932, he got his first job in the fledg
ling animation industry as a cell
washer for former Disney animator,
Ubbe Iwerks

In 1936, Jones became an animator
for the Leon Schlesinger Studio
(later sold to Warner Bros.) and in
1938 directed his first film, “The
Night Watchman.” Heading his own
unit, Jones remained at Warner Bros
Animation Dept. until it closed in
1962. During that time, he and sever
al other directors developed and
refined the personalities and charac-
teristics of Bugs Bunny, Porky Pig,
Daffy Duck and many others.
He moved to MGM Studios, where

Academy Award-
winning animation
director Chuck
Jones dies at 89

he created new episodes of the Tom
and Jerry cartoon series. While there
in addition to “The Phantom
Tollbooth™ and “Dr. Seuss” How the
Grinch Stole Christmas,” Jones
directed the Academy Award-win
ning film “The Dot and the Line
Jones established his own produc
mpany Chuck
Enterpr 1962 and produce
nine hulf-hour animated films for te
vision including Rudyard Kipling

on ¢ Jones

ses, in

Rikki Tikki Tavi” and “The White
Seal

In the late ‘70s, Jones and his
faughter. Linda Jones Clou

neered @ continui
turing limited edition images created
by Jones depicting scenes from his
enduring of
films was the Wagnerian mini
< Opera, Doc?" which
as inducted into the
Film R for be
the most ¢

most

lrally, histori
cally and aesthetically significa
films of our time

work
festivals
the
including e-man retrospective at
the Museum of Modern Art in New
York City. His autobiography
Chuck Amuck.” appeared in 1989
and is now in s fifth printing
Chuck Reducks.” his follow-up to
the first published two

In recent years, Jones
cen honored at film

roughout

and
world

book

ars later
Two years ago, Jones established

the Chuck

gned 1o recogmze

s Foundation
support and
continued excellence in the
art of classic character animation
Plans for the Foundation include
scholarships, library tour-

g exhibits, access to films, notes
and drawings

Director Peter Bogdanovich once
explained the enduring appeal of
Jones’ work: “It remains, like all
good fables and only the best art,
both timeless and universal.”

Jones is survived by his wife,
Marian, daughter Linda (by his first
wife, Dorothy Webster), three grand-
children, Todd Kausen, Craig
Kausen and Valerie Ericsen, and six
great-grandchildren, Alex, Brittany,
Charley, Jessica, Jake and Jamie
Kausen, brother Richard Kent Jones,
as well the daughter Rosalin
Bellante, son Peter Dern, and three
grandsons, Jason, Scott and Kevin
Bohrer, of his wife (by her previous
marriage)

inspire

esources.

A memorial event will be held in
Newport Beach at a later date.
Private services will be held for fam-
ily only. In liew of flowers, contribu-
tions may be made in the name of
Chuck Jones to the Motion Picture &
Television Fund or to the Chuck
Jones Foundation. For more infor-
mation go to www.chuckjones.org
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Volkswagon comes to school

Jon Morgan

It's Monday affernoon, and I've
been ask kswagen's
Rockin

Hoedown
Volkswager
put

Atrium.

o cover Volk

p.m.. which is

because the posters say

until Nov. 2. this. Perhaps 1 w

ut

ng way off!

isappointed, however

ad ulterior motives wher
which

Volksw

g e gether ©
ostensibly seemed to exist to provide of our camg ke t
ittle recreation for N.C. State st Now, I'm as good & consum t M s
nts. It seems that this w in fact  next K \ Frisby

— some sort of advertisit you don’t buy thing

nder the facade of fun and a terrorist, or rse « 1 v
ames! | was as shocked as you are son. Nevertheless, the
If 1 had realized earlier what charla-  of our school shilling i t i
tans the people at Volkswagen were, bile manufacturer put vrile i pape
perhaps I would not have attended sort of thing is 1w I 15t Gap

Ryan Hill
Dragonfly
Kevin Cosmel;

Tom Shadyac
*

I miss the Kevin Costner of the
early '90s, “Dances with Wolves

JFK." “Wyau Earp;” these films
were quality. Then again, for every
one of these, there's three of
“Waterworld,” “The Bodyguard
other crap. Then again
maybe Costner never that great
He just has been lucky enough to have
good f for three bad

he does

and

all sorts of

one every
one

The last good film Costner starred in
Thirteen " about the
Cuban Missile Crisis. Since then, he's
been in “3,000 Miles to Graceland”
now “L onfly.” This means
rotten Costner

see another

Days

more
ght get to

“Dragonfly”™ s about a doctor
named Joe (Costner) whose wife dies
while she’s doing Red Cross work in
e. Her favorite thing was a

some jun

dragonfly, and € ad a birth
mark that looked like one, Next thin,
you Joe starts hearing weird

know

v cross-looki
by some of her
en in the dirt

kes the mistake of telling

Wi

everyone about this, including his
a-lesbian-but-not-real
it ghbor Kathy Bate

who cuts all her hair off

son. So, now we also have Ba
ing about someone close 1o b
fied, but we're not really sure
15 because she looks butch. Nothing is

d

So Joe 1s heanng things. people that

wt her orientation

knew his wife are getting messages

from her and it's supposed to be real-  the He's I houndaries of my
ly scary. But it's not; at's just stupid.  ing 0 ' t | r he obvious reply
Plus, anyone who thought about it for  him. Unfortunately, he fails, and L st give us another
two seconds would halfway figure out  just want to smack him de th lamn A ntura’ m we don’t
what these messages were for and  face. He's no longer just failin ire ahout th

where Joe was supposet The erably at an English accent; he’s fail From ghetto music that completely
filmmakers, instead of this. ing miserably at acting ps oft “The Sixth Sense™ 10 piss
decide 10 torture us with bad actng He'’s not the only one to blume POOr writiy firecting and acti
writing and direct for about 90 though. Director Tom Dragont « dud of the highest
minutes. What could have been a given us such gems as “Ace Ventura:  order. It's predictable. shoddy and
nice, easy-to-watch 20-minute short  Pet Detective,” “Liar Liar” and “The tupnd. Surely something better will
film has been made into a 100-minute  Nutty Professor.” Why would he even or out soon, but until then I'm
hell. It just isn't right demean himself with this? If asked. st home and watching “The

Costner needs to wake up and smell  he would probably say “I'm trying 10 | lust kidding

Union Activities Board

Issues 30 “ommitte e

Topic: "Racial Climate on College Campus”

B;i;iiamln Chavis
Muhammad

Director, NAACP, 1993 - 1994

FREE

w/ NCSU ID

Tuesday, February 26th
T:=30 pm

Stewart Theater

Talley Student Center

Tickets Available NOW @@ NCSU Ticker €

enteal (919.515 1100)
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Easely right to
ease warning

GOV. EASELY, HAVING WARNED ABOUT THE
POSSIBLE REVOKING OF UNUSED HURRICANE RELIEF
MONEY, IS RIGHT TO LEAVE THE BURDEN UP TO

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

a month ago, the state of
North Carolina threatened to sweep
away unused Hurnicane Floyd relief
money as fast as the damage was
inflicted if it were not put to use
soon, The state is now backing away
from this strong-arm position. but it
seems they needed to make a state
ment, the most part, that
statement has gotten through

On Jan. 16, the head of the state
hurricane recovery effort, David E

Just over

and for

Kelley. sent letters to 12 local gov
ernments informing them that, at
Gov. Mike Easley’s request. the

repairing  of  hurricane-damaged
homes in low-income areas needed
to be sped up. Or risk being cut off,
period

The state had planned to send offi-
cials 1n 1o regulate the disbursement
of the aid by local governments, but
as a last result. In many cases, this
has not been necessary. “If they keep
muking progress, like they tell me
they're going to, then I'm not going

to send anybody,” Kelly told the
Associated Press
Gov. Easley’s warning seemed 0

motivate many local governments to
ot their relief programs in gear or to
wrap them, but, nevertheless, some
have done all but ignore

areas
Easley’s message
“We have

some counties doing
absolutely nothing,” said Kelly
Dare. Hyde, Robeson and our very
own Wake county have vet to com-

plete work on projects. Still,
although the end result of Easley's
statement is not what was intended
(The ideal situation would have all
local governments well on their way
toward relief effort completion.). the

any

ZOVErnOr's warning was necessary to
get some type of result

Some local officials are complain-
ing that lawyers are not available to
complete title work, nor are contrac-
tors for construction. But Kelly says,
“that just ain’t 50." And, echoing Mr.
Kelly's sentiments, at some level, we
must hold local governments respon-
sible

For some N.C. citizens to go with-
out receiving needed relief funds
would be a horrible shame, but, as
Easley points out, if local govern-
ments do not get these repair projects

to be funded with state money

underway there may be no
money in the Kitty. Facing the largest
state budget deficit in recent years,

soon,

the N.C. General Assembly has its
eye on the Hurricane Floyd relief
fund

Easley was right to send his mes-
sage of do or die to local govern-
ments, and now he is right to back
off. The fate of citizens affected by
Hurricane Floyd will be in the hands
of their elected officials, as it should
be. Let us hope these are confident
and concerned hands attuned to the
urgency of this situation.

It’ll be easier to quit, yet
you'll keep smoking

What is one crop

that you would
expect to follow
corn and other

genetically
enhanced plants

obacco, of
course! Or maybe
you just never

thought about it
This spring, a new

kind of biotech
tobacco is being
released and put

into cigarettes pro-
luced by L u-,,;u Group. whose parent
ompany is Vector Group. Liggent
Group makes the Eve-brand cigarettes,
ilong with other generic and discount
ines.

The tobacco, tested on 5,200 acres of
land last summer, was genetically altered
10 block nicotine production in the roots
of the plants. Conventional tobacco has
20-30.000 parts per million of nicotine,
while the biotech tobacco has only 400
10 1,000 pants per million. However, this
should not lead more people to jump on
the smoking bandwagon

Nicotine is a major chemical in tobac
o that causes addiction. but the actual
cancer and other disease-causing chemi
cals are still in cigarettes. With less nico-
tine in the tobacco, there may be an
increase in smokers because they may
feel that it is safer to smoke and not get
hooked on it

In reality, there will still be addiction to
tobacco. Some people may try it now
that they hear that it’s not going to catch
them in a trap they'll have trouble get-
ting out of. They then might find out that
they enjoy it and keep smoking, just as
though they were smoking normal ciga-
rettes that have the amount of nicotine
that chemically keeps them smoking
Another scenario is that people wall try it
and keep trying it because it seems like
they aren't addicted because how can
they be? There isn't enough nicotine to
addict them! Yet another scenanio is that
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people will be too wary of the newly
genetically enhanced tobacco to try it
and they will just keep fighting the ones
who are already smoking

On the other hand, this biotech tobacco
could help people quit smoking. The
study showed that the test subjects who
lit up said they light, smoke and taste
like regular cigarettes, This could
encourage people who are addicted to
1o throw out the old and try the
new so that it will be easier for them to
quit. It would be a sort of withdrawal
type of quitting, just as it would be for
the folks trying nicotine patches and
gum.

A worry that emerges is whether the
genetically altered plants are able to con-
taminate conventional tobacco. The
developers of the new leaf don't believe
it will because they remove the flowers
to prevent cross-pollination. They also
grow the biotech tobacco isolated from
other tobacco so that it is also unlikely
for it to become a weed or harm the envi
ronment in some other way

Overall, the benefits of the new biotech
leaf seem substantial. 1t does not harm
the environment and could be used to
help people quit smoking. On the other
hand, though, it could escalate the
recently lowering rates of smokers in the
United States by seeming harmless to
people who were afraid of regular tobac-
co because of its addictiveness. Also,
smoking only now and then can stll
harm the respiratory and circulatory sys-
tems and create major health problems.
A new, possibly favored crop could
adversely affect farmers. It could cause a
loss of genetic variety in tobacco, just as
any genetically altered crop encounters.
It is this loss of genetic diversity that
could lead to a fall in the future.

Holly suggests that smokers walk
behind a fellow smoker to see what it is
like to get a puff of cigarette smoke in
vour face to hack and gag upon. E-mail
her with questions or comments at
paz_rata@yahoo.com.
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Go to Hell Tarheels!

| think we all know what

Expression Tunnel is really there for.

Campui is a crock

This past
Friday night, 1
took part in a
long-standing
basketball tradi
tion. After a one-
year probation,
campout is back,
but not with a
bang more of
a whimper. No
fires, no gener:
tors and no alco-
hol lead to cold
students .m.l little partying. To be
honest, | was excited about the new
rules because 1 knew it would sepa-
rate the men from the boys. Fewer
people camp out with these new
rules, and that means more tickets
are available to the hard-core
Wolfpack fans

Also. | had assumed that the fans
who battled the cold weather and
lack of sleep would be awarded the
best seats in the Entertainment and
Sports Arena. The N.C. State fans
who had put in the most effort to
obtain tickets surely deserved good
seats, right? Oh, how wrong [ was
On Saturday morning, 1 packed up
the camping
leader went 1o pick up the tickets. He
approached me, making a face and
looking pretty pissed off. When |
asked where were, he
opened the envelope to show me that
our tickets said section 316. Not 10
sound too melodramatic, but I
crushed. Here it is, my last home
game ever of my college career
inst a team 1 have hated since the
and I have to watch

Dea

Telephone oper-
ator Dorene
Stubblefield
received an unusu-
al call last year. On the morning of June
20. & woman phoned her Houston 911
center requesting the police be sent o
her house, When Stubblefield asked
why, the caller became cryptic and
avoided answering the question directly

a

Llnger‘felf

our seats

was

day 1 was born,

Bill
Cleeland

Stubblefield: "Are you there alone? Is
your husband there with you?"
Woman: “1 just need them (o come.”

Stubblefield:
alone?"

"Are you sure you are

Woman: "No, my kids are here."

Stubblefield: "How old are your kids?"
Woman:

months,

"They are 7, §, 3. 2 and 6

Stubblefield thanked the woman for
providing the information and dis-
patched a patrol car to her address. It
was a strange conversation, even by 911
standards. Many callers are excited or
flustered when they dial for assistance
This woman's voice was flat, lacking
emotion — especially for someone so
insistent authorities be sent.

When police arrived at 942
Bu.uhmmhur Lane minutes later, a
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like" woman the
door. Hcr clothes were drenched with
water, her hair soaked. "I just killed my
kids," Andrea Yates told the officers.
They went inside to find all five of her
children dead, drowned by their mother
in the family's bathtub. Killer moms
aren't exactly a recent phenomenon. In
ancient Greek mythology, Medea slayed

it from the nosebleed section. I can't
see the court, much less run onto it
after we win. How could such a thing
have happened?

Well, dear friends, it is the all-too-
familiar story of students getting
screwed over by the administration
Those in charge came up with a sys-
tem that they felt was fair, without
informing anyone what the new sys-
tem was and without asking any of
the students what they thought. The
seats on one sideline of the ESA are
reserved for the Wolfpack Club, and
the other sideline is delegated to
ampout only. The remaining seats.
however, are split in half between the
campout and voucher systems. This
means that one half of the first level
along with half

and the same

seats go to campout,
the third level
with vouchers
Is this a good system? No. People
who camp out all night get shafted
with third-level seats when they
deserve first-level seats. None of the
people camping out even knew this
was possible. We had assumed that if
we do the most work, we get the big-
ger reward. According to the tcket
distribution plan mandated by the
Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs
Tom Stafford, however, that would
not be fair

1 am sick of being fair with ticket
distribution. I live in the United
States of America, and the last time |
checked, this was not a communist
country. Perhaps the NCSU adminis
tration thinks otherwise. Basketball
tickets should be given out on a first
come, first-serve basis, and the stu
dents who put in the effort of getting

seats

up early or camping out all night
deserve the best tickets. Fair weather
fans. who could care less about the
outcome of the game, need to be
shoved into the uppermost tier of the
ESA because they are a complete
waste of space. You don’t get an “A”
for a class just by showing up; you
work hard to earn the good grade

The administration has messed up
again by not informing the students
who did camp out that many of them
would be sitting in the upper level.
This lack of information is exactly
what started this whole campout
debate two years ago. Many of the
students who camped out then were
not even told that they weren't
ting tickets, and this demonstrates a
lack of respect for the student body
As students, we tell the
administration that we are not satis-
fied with their system

need to

Here is a list of people to contact

Tom Stafford, vice chancellor of
Student Affairs
(tom_stafford @ncsu.edu); Lee
Fowler, athletics director
(lee_fowler@nesu.edu); Darryl
Willie. student body president

(shp@nesu.edu): or contact your stu
dent senator. Basketball ticket distri
bution and the campout policy needs
a serious overhaul with student (not
Student Government) input. The stu-
dents are willing to work out a com:
promise if given a chance

Kate wants to congratulate the bas
ketball team on their win. E-mail her

at jklinger@unity.ncsiu.e

mom walking

her children to get revenge on her hus-
band, Jason, for cheating on her. But
until recently, it seemed to be a rare,
unthinkable occurrence.

The 1994 Susan  Smith
changed that, bringing national publici
ty to the problem of mother-child homi
cides. Smith claimed an African
American male had stolen her car and
kidnapped her two boys. For days. the
story gained national attention as the
weepy mother begged the carjacker 1o
return her children alive. Then cracks
appeared in Smith's story before it final-
ly came out she had strapped her two
sons into their safety seats and allowed
her car to roll into a lake, drowning
them,

case of

As with Medea, twisted love was at the
root of the incident. Smith had hoped
the deaths of her children would make
her ex-boyfriend fall in love with her out
of pity. Since then, other media reports
involving murderous mothers have
popped up, some even more gruesome
than the Smith case. Stories emerged of
mothers shooting their children, stab-
bing their children. Remember that old
urban legend about the psycho mom
who microwaved her baby to death?
Well, it's not an urban legend anymore.
It happened in Virginia in 1999

Then, just as society was becoming
desensitized o killer mothers, along
came Andrea Yates. A woman who did
n't just kill one child, or two, or three,
but five. A woman whose oldest son
actually saw her drown his younger sis-
ter and tried to escape before dear ol'
mom dragged him back to the bathtub
and drowned him, (00, Prosecutors say
Yates knew what she was doing and
have charged her with two counts of
capital murder.

Yates and her defense attorneys claim
she's not guilty by reason of insanity. If
convicted, she could face lethal injec
tion or life imprisonment. If found inno-
cent, she would be committed to 4 state
mental hospital. It's understandable why
many people believe lethal injection is
the only proper punishment. If there
ever was in which the death
penalty is justified, this would seem 1o
be it. After all. if you don't execute a
woman who murdered five of her own
children, who are you going to execute?

a case

But it's not that simple. Even prosecu
tors admit Yates was a mentally sick
woman at the time of the murders. For
years she suffered from a severe case of
postpartum  psychosis, a condition
which afflicts one in every 500 women
who give birth.

In Yates' case, the illness manifested
itself for two years before the murders
Voices in her head would tell her to "Get
a knife!” and harm members of her fam-
ily. On other occasions, she'd perform
self-mutilation, such as scratching bald
patches on her scalp and slashing her
legs and arms with her fingernails.
Twice she tried to kill herself

Clearly Yates was a messed-up woman
when she drowned her children
Whether that means she should be
spared the death penalty is for a jury to
decide. But given the vicious nature of
the crimes, at the very least she should
never see freedom again.

Mental illness should not be an auto-
matic "get out of jail free card."
Especially when five innocent lives are
lost
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Associated Press Top 25 Men’s Basketball Poll

The Associated Press Top 25 college basketball poll, with
number of first-place votes and record in parentheses,
total points and previous ranking: (Records through
February 24, 2002)

TEAM PTS PVS
1. Kansas (51) (25-2) 1,769 1
2. Maryland (14) (23-3) 1,726 2
3. Duke (7) (25-2) 1,686 3
4. Cincinnati (26-2) 1,578 4
5. Oklahomo (22-4) 1,486 6
6. Alabama (23-5) 1,395 5
7. Gonzago (26-3) 1,362 7
8. Florida (20-6) 1,184 8
9. Marquette (23-4) 1,178 9
10. Pittsburgh (23-4) 1,148 n
11, Kentucky (19-7) 1,000 12
12. Oklahoma State (22-6) 940 13
13. Oregon (20-7) 867 15
14. Arizona (18-8) 801 14
15. lllinois (21-7) 795 16
16. Georgia (20-7) 727 18
17. Stanford (17-8) 449 10
18. Ohio State (19-6) 437 19
19. USC (19-7) 380 20
20. Western Kentucky (25-3) 343 24
21. California (20-6) 322 NR
22. Miami, Fla (21-6) 308 17
23. Connecticut (19-6) 274 NR
24. Wake Forest (18-10) 244 20
25. Indiana (18-9) 225 23

Others Receiving Votes: UCLA 159, Texas Tech 134,
Xavier 74, Hawaii 70, N.C. State 55, Pepperdine 44,
Mississippi State 43, Notre Dame 39, Kent State 33,
Virginia 31, Butler 30, Syracuse 9, Tulsa 9, Wisconsin 9,
Georgetown 8, Southern lllinois 8, Michigan State 7,
Memphis 4, Central Connecticut 3, Mississippi 2, Utah
State 2, Pennsylvania 1, Utah 1, Wyoming 1

Associated Press Top 25 Women's Basketball Poll

The Associated Press Top 25 women's college basketball
poll, with number of first-place votes and records in
parentheses, total points and previous ranking: (Records
through February 24, 2002)

TEAM PTS PVS

1. Connecticut (44) (29-0) 1,100 1

2. Stanford (28-1) 1,053 2

3. Tennessee (24-3) 980 4

4. Duke (24-3) 963 5

5. Oklahoma (23-3) 950 3

6. Vanderbilt (24-6) 875 ]

7. Purdue (22-4) 820 8

8. Baylor (23-4) 787 9

9. lovisiana Tech (20-4) 710 7

10. lowa State (21-6) 637 13
11. Colorado (20-8) 620 1
12. South Carolina (22-5) 589 10
13. Texas (18-8) 588 15
14. Kansas State (22-6) 533 12
15. Texas Tech (17-9) 388 17
16. Old Dominion (21-5) 367 18
17. Minnesota (21-6) 356 14
18. Boston College (21-5) 306 21
19. North Carolina (22-7) 288 19
20. Colorado State (21-5) 286 20
21. Notre Dame (19-7) 276 22
22. Florida (18-9) 269 16
23. Cincinnati (23-4) 137 25
24. Georgia (18-9) 91 23
25.TCU (22-5) 61 NR

Others Receiving Votes: Florida International 53, UNLV
35, Mississippi State 34, Penn State 33, LSU 22
Villanova 19, Arkansas 14, Arizona State 12, lowa 12,
Virginia Tech 10, Washington 9, George Washington 5,
New Mexico 5, Drake 3, Houston 2, Santa Barbara 1,
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run that put the Tigers shead 41

it doesn't have to
can win the game
game, the Tigers also

assists and 2.3 steals

She scored 20 or more points
in all three contests while shoot
ing 28-0f-48 from the floor
ard has a season total of 11

games with 20 or more points,
and with the three victories, the
Blue Devils finish the ACC reg

ular season 16-0
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wrestling poll, will try to keep his
ACC record unblemished. At the
same time, Duke’s Mike Mitchell
is also hoping 1o stay perfect in
the ACC. The
match between the two will prob.

winner of the

ably get the top seed in the
upcoming conference tourni
ment

Things are looking good for
the tournament,” said Guzzo, “Of
course, we have Duke coming
up. but we feel very comfortable
going into that match. They have
some good kids, but overall, but I
think that we've prov hrough
out the year that we're lot
i Duke, and we're
t ahead to the ACC

Tournament next weekend

stronger the
trying (o jx

SGl’C

Rookie of the Week honors
were claimed by
Whitley. The

aged 12
rebounds and |
ing Duke to three le

fies.

freshman
points,  seven

7 steals in lead

ainst FSL
a career-high
pulled down a

Whitley posted
19" points and
high eight

rebounds. She wa: f-10
from the floor 2-0f-2 from
three-point range. This is the
first ACC Rookie of the Week

selection for the forward

The NC State University
Computer Training Unit
is now offering any one
day class for $75,
of materials, to all
faculty, staff and
students of NCSU. The
CTU offers a wide
variety of classes from
basics to specialty
workshops to
certification classes, Please

or cost

class schedule or visi
website at
www.nesu.edu/ctu

National Eating Disorder
Awareness Week
February 24-March 3., 2002

In the United States 5-10 miilion girls and women suffer from an eating
disorder

BUT

nillion MALES also struggle with eating disorders

it's not only a problem for females

About |

WARNING SIGNS
Restrictive, unusual, or compulsive eating habits
Compulsive or excessive exercise
Feelings of isolation, depression, irritability
Intense preoccupation with weight
Skipping meals

1f you or somcone you know needs help contact

s Awareness ind Prevention Hotline 1-800-93
NG State Student Health $ 157107

33. The lead grew to I1 when
Marci Glenney followed in a
Floyd airbull with T:58 to play
Giveaways  continued  to
plague the Pack as the Tigers
pulled away down the stretch
State  finished  with 22
turnovers, and Clemson scored
26 points off those miscues.

“If you look at the stats, they
got 26 points and we got

For the g

he Pack 15-4 in sec

The State offense fell apart in
the second half, shooting only
30.1 percent from the floor
Chones was the only player to
reach double figures with 11
points

Floyd finished with 26 for the
Tigers, and Krystal Scott added
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SCORES

Clemson 63, W. Basketball 52

Wolfpack wrestlets prepare for Duke challenge

George Cintron and his (eammales
hope to pin Duke tonight.

Pack

@ N.C. State fell to Clemson 6352 but
will get a rematch with the Tigers
in the ACC Tournament.

Jerry Moore
Assistant Sports Fditor
For a game that meant so much, it
really meant very little
The outcome of Monday night's
contest between N.C. State and
Clemson at  Reynolds Coliseum
would decide the third, fourth, fifth
and sixth seeds in next weekend's
ACC Tournament
The Tigers (17-10, 9-7 ACC)
stormed back from an early deficit to
win 63-52 and claim the No. 3 spot in
the final regular-season conference
stundings, Its reward is another meet
ing with the Wolfpack (13-14, 7-9) in
the first round of the tournament in
Greensboro Saturday at 7 p.m

2 Final
40 63

Clemson
N.C. St
Statistical Leaders
Clemson
Points

Rebounds
Assists

Floyd
Andrew
Scott

N.C. State
Points

Rebounds
Assists

Chones
Chones
Rivers

Player of the game

Chrissy Floyd scored 26 points on
10-0f14 shooting as Clemson
blazed past the Wolfpack in the
second half

Wolfpack/

Men’s golf moves up in

second round

N.C. State’s men's golf team stands in
eighth place after the second round of
the Puerto Rico Classic

The Wolfpack started Monday in 14th
place in the 15-team field after an
opening round 303. The second round
was a 21-stroke improvement over day
one as all five Pack golfers fired rounds
under orgven pat to finish at 282 and
six places higher in the team standings

State was the only school in the sec
ond round to have all five golfers shoot
par or better. The team score for the
second round was the third lowest of
the day. trailing only overall leader
Georgia Tech (275) and third-place
Purdue (278).

Junior Jason Moon is the highest
placing Pack golfer after the comple-
tion of two rounds, firing a second
round 69 (-3) to place him tied for 17th

# The N.C. State wrestling team will com-
mmwwm

Jay Kohler

Stait Writer

The N.C. State wrestling team will look
10 continue its winning ways in the ACC
at 7:30 tonght at Duke,

The Wolfpack (10-8, 3-1 ACC) has won
three straight ACC matches against
Maryland. Carolina and Virginia. Duke
7. 0-3) will be State’s final hurdle of
the season before the start of the ACC
Tournament. which will be held on March
9,

(5

In recent actvity, the Pack traveled to
Pennsylvania to take on nationally ranked
Lehigh and East Stroudsburg. State lost a
close match to Lehigh 26-15 but later in

falters
in finale

Because of the ACC’s tie-breaking
formula, a State win would have
moved it to No. 4. Clemson would
have fallen to the fifth spot, and the
teams would have met at 2 p.m

Although Monday’s game didn’t
decide much other than the time and
color of the jerseys the teams would
wear in the first round, it was the

egular-season home game for

State’s lone sen-
NSIDE

ior Talisha
Scates.
®Basketball "1 jignt end

Rankings #7 quite how |

wanted 1t 1o
end,” Scates said. “We could have
used this win going into the tourna-
ment. but I'm thankful for being able
1o play for [N.C. State] Coach [Kay]
Yow and play in Reynolds, | have a
lot of good memories.™

Yow seemed more upset about
Scates losing her last game at home
than about her team dropping to the
sixth seed

“That’s the part 1 hate about this
evening.” Yow said. *I just wish we
could have won on Senior Night.”

The Pack looked like it was on its
way to getting the win in the early
going. The game started slowly on
the offensive end. especially for
Clemson as the Tigers failed to score
in the first six minutes.

The Pack offense wasn’t blistering
either, but a Nanna Rivers putback
gave her team an 11-0 lead with
13:59 1o play in the first half

The Tigers got back into the game
with a trapping defense and the hot
shooting of AIl-ACC candidate
Chrissy Floyd. At one juncture,
Floyd scored 11 straight points for
the Tigers, and her 3-pointer with
1:45 remaining gave the visitors their
first lead at 23-21

State answered with a 3 by Amy
Simpson and a long jumper by Rivers

ACCNotes

Sophomore Fernando
also shot a 69 1o finish in a tie for 21st
Juniors Justin Walters and Garth
Mulroy chipped in 72 each. Walters is
locked in for 35th, and Mulroy
currently stands in a tie for 54th.

Freshman Banks Wood finished the
second round tied at 42nd. Wood's
rounds of 77 and 72 at the Puerto Rico
Classic were season-best rounds for the
freshman, who had competed in only
one other tournament this year,

Play resumes this morning at 8 a.m.
for the final round at the Rio Mar
Country Club

a tie

Scott, Akins share men’s
ACC honors

Clemson guard Edward Scott and
Georgia Tech guard Tony Akins were
named ACC Players of the Week for
their recent performances,

Scott, & 6-0 junior, had 47 points, 16

the evening blew out ESU 38-3.

“We wrestled very, very well,” said
head coach Bob Guzzo. “Our team is
competing exceptionally well. We beat
East Stroudsburg pretty good. Lehigh
was ranked ninth in
the country, and we
lost a real close one.
We really had an
opportunity o win
that one, and I felt
our kids wrestled
well enough to win."

The Blue Devils
are coming off a 23-
16 loss o
Appalachian State, a
team the Pack
defeated in their first
dual match of the
season 17-16. Duke is currently in the
midst of a five-match skid

The leading wrestlers for Duke

WHAT:
WRESTLING
AT DUKE
WHEN:
TONIGHT,
7:30 PM.
WHERE:
DURHAM

include 125-pound Tommy Hoang, who
is 20-7 this season. Last year, he made it
to the ACC finals, losing 3-1 to State’
George Cintron.

Duke’s Dacgan Smith is hoping to
break Jason Gore's 4-0 mark in the ACC.
Smith has won four matches in a row and
is 2-1 in the 197-pound class

“They have a couple tough kids,” said
Guzzo. “It's going to be somewhat
important as far as who gets a seed in the
tournament. Tommy Hoang, whom
George beat last year, went on and did a
very good job at the NCAA Tournament
and was ranked nationally at the begin-
ning of the season. They're strong at 197
Overall, they haven't been doing that
good in conference. Probably the weights
they are the strongest are 125 and 197."

State’s Pierre Pryor, who is ranked 17th
nationally at 165 in the latest Intermat

See WRESTLE. Page 7

e
Nanna Rivers brings the ball up against the Clemson defense. The
p in losing to the Tigers.

to retake the advantage at the inter-
mission.

Kaayla Chones, Rachel Stockdale
and Rivers led a balanced State attack
with six first-half points apiece. The
Pack shot 50 percent in the frame but
was hampered by 13 tumovers

Floyd led Clemson with 15 at the
break, but no other Tiger scored more
than four

“We got off 10 a fast start with that
run at the h«pnmn; of the game,”
Yow said. “When you're playing a
good team, you know they're going
10 have a run. We withstood that run

rebounds, 12 assists and four steals in
two games for the Tigers. For the week,
he shot 15-0f-22 from the field.

Scott scored 36 points, had eight
rebounds and seven assists in
Clemson's 87-78 win over Florida
State. He hit 12-of-15 shots from the
field, including 5-of-6 3-pointers.
Scott’s 36 points were the most by a
Clemson point guard in 32 years.

Against Maryland, he had 11 points,
eight rebounds and five assists

Tony Akins, a S-11 senior, averaged
21 points, 5.5 assists and 5.5 rebounds
to lead the Yellow Jackets to a pair of
ACC wins on the road. For the week,
Akins hit 9-0f-20 from the field, 7-of-
14 from three-point range and was 17-
for-18 at the free throw line.

Tech's B.J. Elder was named the ACC
Rookie of the Week. The 6-3 guard/for-
ward averaged 13 points, 2.5 rebounds
and 2.5 assists to help Georgia Tech to
a pair of ACC wins over N.C. State and
Virginia.

us just passing and catching the ball,”

game."”

AANSTAFF

in the first half. 1 felt good at that
point.”

The lead changed hands frequently
as the pace quickened in the first five
minutes of the second half. But the
Tigers defense clamped down again,

a series of Pack turnovers and
misfires.

“Their defense caused problems for

Yow said. “That’s where we lost the

Clemson took advantage, and a
Floyd steal and layup capped an 8-0

See CLEMSON, Page 7

Elder made one of the key plays in
Tech's 82-80 comeback win at UV,
With Tech trailing by six, he nailed a 3
pointer with 45 seconds left to pull the
Yellow Jackets within three points and
set the stage for the last-second victory,
He finished the game with 18 points
and four assists in just 25 minutes, hit-
ting four three-pointers.

Duke sweeps women’s
weekly awards ‘

Duke's Alana Beard and Wynter |
Whitley garnered this week's ACC |
women's Player and Rookie of the
Week honors, respectively.

Beard, a sophomore guard, earned
ACC Player of the Week recognition
after leading Duke to three conference
wins over N.C. State, Florida State and
North Carolina. On the week, she aver-
aged 24.3 points, six rebounds, 3.3 |

See NOTES, Page 7

SCHEDULE

M. Basketball @ Wake Forest, 32,

W. Baskethall vs. Clemson, 372,

Baseball vs. Appalachian St 227,
Wrestling @ Duke, 2/26, 7:30
Gymnastics, Wolfpack Invit,, 3/1,7
M. Swimming, ACCs, 2/28-372

oLY MPICS

Olympic triumph

admit that I was skeptical at first
IJAuuully. I was more than skeptical
was downright critical

1 just knew that the Olympics would
flop. There would be two weeks of figure
skating, the occasional skiing and luge
events and sappy puff pieces on the strug
gling athletes. But I was wrong

For an Olympics that began on the
wrong foot — with Salt Lake City
becoming the host city through nefarious
means — the games certainly proved ful-
filling. "

There were the
normal heroes and
villains. Figure skat-
ing once again pro-
vided controversy,
but not without tn-
umph. The home
team fought the
good fight and
emerged with its
best  performance
c\'cr I was even

en aback by
\B(‘\ excellent
Olympics.

In all, Americans won 34 medals, 21
more than its previous high. I am not big
into the whole “my country is better than
yours™ argument, but it is certainly more
fun to watch the Olympics when the
home country is able to do well. The per-
formances of Sarah Hughes and Apolo
Anton Ohno provided Americans two
new, interesting sporting stars. I'm all for
that

These Olympics introduced me to
short-track skating — perhaps the
coolest, most chaotic event in Olympic
history. The event shapes up as more of a
battle of attrition than a true sporting
event. In closely packed heats, a fall by
one skater takes down the entire pack

Steven Bradbury of Australia was able
to advance 10 the finals in the 1000-meter
event because two skaters fell on the last
lap. In the finals, he was skating in fourth
just meters from the finish when the three
people in front of him were taken out
Congratulations, Mr. Bradbury, you're
somehow an Olympic champion,

In the end, however, these Olympics
will likely be remembered for the contro-
versy. Jamie Sale and David Pelletier’s
performance in pairs figure skating capti-
vated the (western) world, but not the
Jjudges. The two won silver, but subse-
quent investigation raised questions as (o
the integrity of the judging,

Sale and Pelletier were given an addi
tional gold medal. Everything was seem-
ingly set straight, but then the real fun
began. The Russian delegation, upset at
the lack of respect given to its skaters,
grew discontented.

Our new allies began throwing conspir-
acy after conspiracy to the media, threat-
ening to boycott the rest of the games if
they weren't treated properly. They want-
ed a dual gold for cross-country skier
Lanssa Lazutina, who had been kept out
of a race because of increased hemoglo-
bin levels. They said she was not using
any drugs and received unfair treatment
because of her nationality. Later, she test
ed positive for a relatively new perform:
ance-enhancing drug that increases the
red blood cell count, allowing more oxy
gen to travel through the body.

After Hughes won gold in the women's
figure skating competition, the Russians’
panties got in a wad again. They demand-
ed a dual gold be awarded to silver-
medalist Irina Slutskaya. After the United
States beat Russia in the semifinals of ice
hockey, you guessed it, more protests
emerged from the Russian camp.

In hundsight, it was probably a mistake
to give Sale and Pelletier a gold medal
Maybe they got cheated. Maybe they did-
n't. Sports are settled on the playing field,
not in arbitration hearings

The second after Diego Maradona
scored his “hand of God™ goal against
England in the 1986 World Cup, the
entire world knew the goal wasn't legit
But the officials didn’t call the infraction,
and thus the goal stood.

The Russians certainly acted in poor
taste, but that doesn’t change the fact that
the awarding of a second gold medal goes
against sports and sets an atrocious prece-
dent

In addition to the Russians, the South
Koreans also protested Ohno's gold in the
1,500 short-track event. How many
protested results will we see in 20047 I'm
not looking forward to that

But in the context of these Olympic
games, the controversy made for quality
entertainment. It was fun to pull against
the Russians again because you can't get
but so upset at Norway. Even the “bad”
parts of these Olympics can be spun pos-
itively.

Am I becoming an optimist?

Steve
Thompson
the

coverage of

Steve Thompson’s columns normally
appear on Thursdays. He can be reached
at sbthomps@unity.ncsu.edu or 515
2411




