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SAAC promotes cultural

Shavonne Hendricks
Staff writer

As African-Americans, we
have an obligation to both our-
selves, and our ancestors, to
research and celebrate our her-
itage and culture. This proves to
be a difficult task since much of it
was stripped from us decades
ago through the enslavement,
devaluation assilmilation of our
people.

In an effort to regain what was
once stolen from African-
Americans, many organizations
have been established here at
NC State. Many of these group
work to escalate African-
American success here on cam-

pus, as well as the outside com-
munity. One of the most well-
known of these group is the
Society of Afrikan-American
Culture (SAAC). SAAC is the old-
est student-run African-American
organization on campus.
SAAC was founded in 1968 to

enhance academic growth. It
even promoted cultural and politi-
cal awareness of African-
Americans attending NCSU and
surrounding areas. In addition,
the founders sought to establish
an African-American identity on
campus. These objectives
remain constant still today.

see SAAC, page 2

School leaders work

to promote diversity
Ayren Jackson

Staff writer
Many colleges and universities

share a common belief, born
from experience, that diversity in
their student bodies, faculties
and staff is important. The rea-
son is to fulfill their primary mis-
sion of providing a quality educa-
tion. NC. State is a university
with that belief. Through its dedi-
cated community, diversity com-
mitment is ever present here on
campus.
Kermit Hall, former NCSU

Provost, proved this devotion to
be true. The hiring of Rupert
Nacoste, Vice Provost of
Diversity and African-American
Affairs, and Eureka Daye,
Coordinator of Diversity
Programs, strengthens this devo-
tion. The development of a com-

prehensive diversity plan has
ensured NCSU that the momen-
tum to carry the university for-
ward is present. .

"Hall was enthusiastic about
implementing initiatives to
enhance diversity at NC. State,"
said Marye Anne Fox, NCSU
Chancellor.

Hall, the new president of Utah
State Univ., and his ideas hope
to be not forgotten but fostered.
He was NO. Provost for 16
months.

"Hall set up a new structure by
which to handle the issue of '
diversity, a structure that is going
to expand a grow," said Nacoste,
who proclaimed himself an
activist for diversity.

see Diversity, page 2
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Maya Angelou to speak

heritage with SAAC Week at Role Model Leaders Forum

Keon Pettiwa
Staff writer

On Feb. 1, the UAB’s issues
and Ideas Committee will intro-
duce Maya Angelou as the guest
speaker for the Role Model
Leaders' Forum. Angelou will
deliver a speech on diversity con-
cepts that will emphasize the sig-
nificance of religious, ethnic and
economic diversity in today‘s
society.
"The conception of organizing

the Maya Angelou event has
been determined for at least half
a year, and we have been plan-
ning ever since the summer. This
has been a fairly long goal for the
Issues and Ideas Committee,"
says Brandon Buskey, chairman
of the UAB Issues and ideas
Committee. "The reason why we
chose Maya Angelou is because
she is well known, and she has a
message that everyone can iden-
tify with."
Angelou was born on April 4,

1928, in St. Louis, Mo. Although
she is known as Maya Angelou,
her birth name is Marguerite
Johnson. She acquired her cur-
rent alias after her debut as a
dancer at the Purple Onion
cabaret.
Angelou's first and most

famous published literary work is
"I Know Why the Caged Bird
Sings." The famed writing was an
account of Angelou's disruptive
childhood. it contains a recollec-
tion of memoirs detailing her
hardship of being a rape victim at
the age of 8.
Many people recognize

Angelou because of her poetry
and published books. But
Angelou is also a historian, con-
ductor, actress, singer, song-

writer, playwright and film direc-
tor. She is also a civil rights
activist.

message, because she has
accomplished so much," says
Buskey.

Famed Poet, Writer Maya Angelou
will speak at NCSU next week

Angelou was the first black .
,female conductor in San
Francisco. She was the first
black female to have an original
screenplay produced in 1971.
Among other accomplishments,
she is fluent in French, Spanish,
Italian and West African Fanti.
Angelou even spoke at the presi-
dential inauguration of former
president Bill Clinton in 1992.
Angelou's lecture hopes to

impose an everlasting affect on
the NC. State community. Her
views on diversity will challenge
people to think deeply about eco-
nomic, religious and ethnic diver-
sity in today's society.

"I think the people will be
moved just by her presence and

Economics, religion and ethnic
diversity have become key politi-
cal components. N.C. State han—
dles diversity issues in the form
of workshops and programs.
Diversity issues are rarely dis—
cussed personally between peo-
ple here on campus. This is a
result of the pressure of initiating
conversations about these types
of issues.

Hopefully, Angelou's speech
will open up the doors for people
to discuss race and culture. It
may lead to people feeling more
comfortable talking about diversi-
ty on a daily basis. The forum is
intended to be a learning experi-
ence for all.

For tickets and more informa-

NCSU Celebrates MLK's Dream

Keiise Taylor
Staff Writer

Cloudy skies and cold rains'
didn't dampen Saturday's Dr.
Martin Luther King, "Jr. Cultural
Festival. Hundreds of people
turned out to participate in the
16th annual celebration. '
The event was sponsored by

the NCSU African-American
Cultural Center, Shaw University
and St. Augustine's College. it
was held at the McKimmon
Center where swarms of people,
ranging from toddlers to elders,
attended to reflect on King's lega—
cy.

"I'm here because it's the least
I can do to show my respect to
Dr. King," stated Amanda Barrios,

16.
"if it had not been for Dr. King,

we wouldn't have all these oppor-
tunities," said Ebony Morring, a
Forest-Rolesvilie school student.
"That's why I feel it's important to
come."
The theme of the event was

"JusticesLove and Respect for
All." And judging from the positive
responses of the youth, that
theme was a perfect fit for the
2001 festival.
The ceremonies began with a

soul-stirring rendention of the
Negro National Anthem, "Lift
Ev'ry Voice and Sing." It was fol-
lowed by welcomes from Dr. M.
lyailu Moses, director of the
NCSU African—American Cultural
Center, and Dr. Rupert Nacoste,

NCSU Vice Provost for African—
American Affairs. Dr. Quincy
Scott 0 fShaw University, also
brought greetings.

The highlight of the opening
session came when guest speak-
er, Alex Jerome Smalls, gave his
tribute to King. Smalls, a
Delaware judge since 1991, cen-
tered his speech on the young
people. He told them to "become
more active and involved" in
order to bridge "the racial divide."
Smalls concluded his impas—
sioned remarks by stating that
the young people can make it if
they never despair and if they
"believe that (they) can achieve."
Adedayo Banwo, an NCSU

student and “Nubian Message”
editor-in-chief, participated in the

collegiate oratorial contest.
Banwo responded to the crowd
with a message that focused on
three points. First, he talked
about loving our children and
responsibility in the black com-
munity. Next, Banwo stressed the
importance of respecting our
elders. Finally, he commented on
justice in the new millennium.

"It's important that we first love
ourselves and our community if
we are to make a difference in
our community,” asserted Banwo.
He continued by stating that it's
important that black people
remember the benefits that "we
are reaping from our ancestors
and that we should never "turn
our backs on them."
Banwo concluded by saying

that festival attendees should
take something back from the
event to use in their daily lives.
"...because if you don't," Banwo
said, "you have learned nothing."
The MLK festival was a result

of hard work from it's planning
committee. Many people in atten-
dance headed to the Stewart
Theater after the celebration at
McKimmon. At Stewart, a gospel
concert served as one of the
post-festive activities.
The 2001 Dr. Martin Luther

King, Jr. Cultural Festival served
as a clear remembrance as
King's work on earth. The event
symbolized motivation to keep
his dream alive.
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Powell’s son to head FCC

Bobby Guthriel ||
News editor

Michael Powell has been cho-
sen by President Bush to head
the Federal Communications
Commission. Powell is the son of
Colin Powell, who will also be a
new addition to the Bush cabinet.
Colin Powell is the new Secretary
of State.
The FCC is the agency that

oversees communication ser-
vices like the telephone compa-
nies. It is largely responsible for
implementing rules to deregulate
and promote competition of these
services. Broadcast and cable
services are also under the FCC.

Powell, 37, is currently on the
FCC five-member panel. He first
became a panel member in
1997, filling a Republican slot.
His term expires in June 2002.
Lawmakers and industry lobby-
ists feel good on the choice of
Powell, and many people view
him as a fair policy-maker. They

Chinwe Ekwuribe
Staff writer

On July 1, 2000, after 38
years, South Carolina removed
the Confederate flag from atop
its Capitol dome. The flag didn't
go far. It was moved to a
Confederate soldiers museum on
the Statehouse grounds. The
flag's removal came after months
of protests and boycotts for flags
opponents and supporters.

In April of that same year, the

hope that Powell will be stem at
deregulating competitive commu-
nications markets.

"Michael is going to define his
role and his vision, and l have
great faith in the way he will man-
age the FCC," said Billy Tauzin
(R-La.), House Commerce
Committee Chairman. Tauzin is a
hard critic of the Democratically—
led agency.
Powell has taken limited

approaches at imposing compa—
ny requirements. His Democratic
counterparts are skeptical about
some of his decisions. Fears are
also arising'from public interest
groups. They believe that Powell
will shy away from addressing
critical new questions during the
context of merger reviews.

"For 70 years, the FCC has
regarded mergers as an appro—
priate forum for considering new
regulatory issues," said Andrew
Jay Schwartzman, Media Access
Project.

Confederate flag remains a 3.6. controversy

S.C. Senate passed a compro-
mise to move the flag. The move
was to commemorate Martin
Luther King, Jr.'s birthday and to
also enact an official
Confederate Memorial Day. But
to the NAACP, the compromise
wasn't good enough. They have
promised to continue their boy—
cott of SC. The organiztion feels
the flag should be encased and
put into a museum. The NAACP
disagrees with the flag’s visibility.
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The Media Access Project also
is concerned that Powell won't
push for greater requirements on
broadcasters in exchange for
their free use of the nation's air-
waves.

"(Powell) seems uncomfortable
exercising the commission's
power to require broadcasters to
carry programming that meets
the needs of the public," said
Schwartzman,

Still, many people have faith in
Powell's overall leadership.
"What people like about

Michael Powell is that, agree or
disagree, his positions are well
thought out," said Scott Cleland,
analyst with Washington, D.C.'s
The Precursor Group. "What you
see, is what you get.

Powell will become FCC chair-
man five years after the passage
of a landmark law. This law
allows cable and phone services
to compete.

To flag opponents, the flag is
an ugly reminder of the region's
racist history. They believe it
shouldn't be public, let alone on
governmental ground.~Ronald
Walter, government and politics
professor, Univ. of Maryland,
commented on the flag on an
interview with Online Newshour.

"Well, I think the flag is a sym-
bol of the most terroristic and
oppressive period in the history
of black people in America," said
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Killer of civil rights

leaderdead

Bobb Guthrie ll
News editor

The killer of civil rights leader
Medger Evers, died this week.
Byron De La Beckwith, VI, 80,
died Sunday at the University of
Mississippi Medical CenterIn
Jackson. He fatally shot EversIn
the back outside Evers homeIn
1963. Beckwith managed to
escape from prosecution for 31
years before being convicted in
1994.

Beckwith was pronounced
dead in Miss. on Sunday at
10:12 pm, according to Hinds
County (Miss) Coroner, Sharon
Grisham-Stewart. The cause of
death was unknown when
Beckwith died. This led to an
autopsy of his body. But
Grisham-Stewart did report
Beckwith complained of chest
pains.

"He was under 24-hour obser-
vation," said Grisham-Stewart.
"He had a history of heart dis-
ease."

After his conviction on Feb. 5,
1994, Beckwith spent his time as
a prisoner. He was sentenced to
life at the Central Miss.
Correctional FacilityIn Rankin
County.

Beckwith was previously tried
twice before his life sentence.

~. The retired. fertilizer, salamanhad
two court precedings in the
19603. The courts found him not
guilty both times for the death of
NAACP field secretary Medger
Evers on June 12, 1963. After
those two trials, Beckwith went
back home to Greenwood, Miss.

If it not for Evers' death, some
could say Beckwith was heroic.

a ceiehration of the tenth anniversary of the African Amerimn Euttumt Center at
North Coraline State Universiit'

He won a Purple Heart for his
bravery in World War ll. Several
dozens pellets remained in
Beckwith's left thigh from an
attack at the Battle of Tarawa.
But because of Evers' killing,
Beckwith will be unable to be
buried in the Arlington National
Cemetery in Va. Evers‘ body is at
rest in Arlington, but Beckwith
will be put to rest in Miss.

Evers' death became one of
the factors leading to the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and the
Voting Rights Act of 1965. During
this time, the nation was in the
midst of the Civil Rights
Movement. Mississippi was a
state deeply—rooted in segrega-
tion and discrimination at this
period.
One historian stated that

Beckwith didn't want to change
his views along with the rest of
the nation.

"(Beckwith's) a tragic figure,"
said Neil McMillen, professor of
history at the University of
Southern Miss., referring to
Beckwith's racial views and opin-
ions. "He was someone stuck in
time."

Beckwith grew up in the
church. He was a part of the
Episcopal church. His racial
views caused him to stray from
the church. However, Beckwith
later became an ordained minis—
ter. Hejoinedthe Christian 2. .
Identity Movement, a white
supremacist group.

Beckwith denied to killing
Evers in 1990. He even went on
to say, "I didn't kill him, but he's
sure dead.

"He ain't coming back."
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CornerKeesha Dover,
Sports Editor

As the media has succeeded
in making our African-American
athletes look worse then they
sometimes are, we are still
seeming to give them more and
more to nag about. Rod
Strickland, a guard for the NBA's
Washington Wizards was
charged with a DUI recently. This
is not the first of Strickland‘s run—
ins with the law.
After he was pulled over,

Strickland refused to take a
breathalyzer test. He was
charged with driving under the
influence and failing to stay in his
lane. in 1998, Strickland was
convicted of DUI and completed
1 year of probation and 30 hours
of community service. in 1999,
he was acquitted of the same
charge. Drinking isn't the only
problem Strickland has. In
November, he was charged with
refusing to leave a nightclub after
it had been closed by fire mar—
shals. Those charges were
dropped.

Strickland, who is not a happy
worker lately, hasn‘t played in

Sende

Jennifer Bringle
Staff Writer

They gave Mike O’Cain seven
years. He gave them four overall
winning seasons, two ACC win-
ning seasons, and three bowl
appearances. But, when push
came to shove, that just wasn’t
gobd enough;
Now the fate of yet another NC

State coach is in question. In
recent weeks, speculation has
begun circulating about the job
status of Men’s Basketball Head
Coach, Herb Sendek. After start-
ing 0-3 in ACC play, and only
improving to 1-4, Wolfpack fans
have started suggesting that per-
haps it is time for a change.
Sendek, who is in his fifth year

as the coach of the Wolfpack,
has posted a 73-58 overall
record and a pitiful 21-43 record
against ACC opponents in his
first four years. Combine that
less than impressive record with
the fact that during his tenure,
Sendek has yet to lead his team
to the NCAA tournament and it is
obvious why the Pack faithful are
talking termination.

In college athletics today,
when the fans and alumni are not
happy, that spells trouble for the
school’s athletic program. In the
past few decades, college athlet—j

over two weeks partly because of
a shoulder injury, but also
because of complaints coming
from higher authorities about his
work habits. The Wizards have
the second worse team in the
NBA and he wants to be traded
badly.
Also in the media spotlight is

Anthony Mason, a player for the
Miami heat. Mason was relieved
last week when riot charges were
dropped against him. Mason was
arrested for fighting over a
woman. When the police tried to
break up the men, Mason
allegedly hit the officer and then
encouraged the crowd to act vio-
lently also. He then fled.

In a calm effort to encourage
professional athletes to become
role models to the children in
front of the TV, they Seem to be
getting worse every day. it's
starting to become a problem for
the players, their teammates, and
their teams as a whole. What
they don't realize is that not only
are they giving themselves a bad
reputation, but they are spread-
ing it on to athletes all over
because they look like them.

I'm sure quality players like
Grant Hill andCharlie Ward don't

laces c

ics have become a big business
in America. When teams win,
schools make money and when
teams do not win, the school
loses.
A substantial amount of profit

is brought into major colleges
from ticket sales and advertising
associated with "revenue" sports.
These "revenue" sports, which
are most often fobtball and men’s
basketball, are such an important
means of money making for a
school that if a team consistently
loses, you can bet there is likely
to be a change in command.

Aside from records and dollars,
there are other reasons that
maybe it is time for Sendek to
move on.

in the past four years, five
Wolfpack players have trans-
ferred to other schools. Some of
these players, such as Adam
Harrington, who was an ACC
rookie of the week and leading
scorer several times during the
1998-99 season, were talented
contributors to the team.
And, while Sendek has recent-

ly been applauded for bringing in
some of the best recruiting class»
es in the ACC, the rash of trans-
fers leads us to wonder how
many of these blue-chip players
will actually stay.

appreciate the fact that they have
a strong resemblance to these
guys who want to go out and
drive under the influence, fight,
continuously create illegitimate
children, and God-forbid kill peo-
ple. it is absolutely ridiculous
what money seems to be doing
to our athletes. if you have been
following the Rae Curruth case, it
was all about money. The trigger-
man keeps saying that if he didn't
do it, he wouldn't get the money
he needed for drugs. Well if Rae
Curruth didn't have the money to
buy drugs then he wouldn't have
been able to hire someone to kill
his girlfriend that easily.
The number of crimes by top

sports figures needs to decrease
by the handfuls. More and more,
young athletes are going to turn
on the TV and see an idolized
figure in handcuffs or sitting
beside their lawyer in the court—
room. They will think it is ok to
commit crimes when you make
millions of dollars. If this doesn't
change, we will start to see a
nasty trend in our rising athletes.
The bottom line is that our ath-
letes need to do their job, which
is to entertain sports fans not
entertain juries. . . . .

iticism

Some may argue that these
transfers had nothing to do with
Sendek, which may be true. But,
if you think back to what hap-
pened to former Wolfpack for-
ward Tim Wells during his final
season last year, then you can
see’ why a player might want to
leave.
After recovering from injury

early in the season, Wells, a for-
mer starter, saw very limited
playing time. This is not uncom—
mon, however, what happened to
him at the final home game of the
season should be.
The final home game of the

season, which is senior day, is
when the seniors are recognized
and honored. it is customary at
most schools, including rivals
Duke and UNC-Chapel Hill, for
the seniors to start on this day.
With only two seniors on the
squad, it should have been a
given that Wells would start. But
he didn’t.
This total lack of respect for

Wells as a player and as a per-
son came with no explanation to
the public from Sendek. This
type of behavior, along with the
less than mediocre performance
from his teams is precisely why
NC State needs to start looking
for a better man for the job.

is that what]
think it is?
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Michael Harrell
Staff Writer

The year 1988 was a very
influential for US Presidential
Politics. The time had arrived to
finally "just say no" to Ronald and
Nancy. America was to select a
new leader of the free world. The
choice would serve to shape the
final decade of the millennium.

Republicans selected the Vice
President of the Reagan era,
George Hubert Walker Bush.
Bush secured the nomination
almost effortlessly. He was the
former head of the CIA and
viewed as a WWII hero. He
chose Senator Quayle of Indiana
for his running mate. Ironically,
the World War II aviator's selec-
tion had used his family's influ—

Remembe

Mlchelle Reed
Staff ertor
An entire month and twenty-

two days have gone by since
famed writer Gwendolyn Brooks
died of cancer in her Chicago
home. An entire month and
twenty-two whole days. The rea-
son emphasis is being put on the
time span of her death is
because recently learned that
not too many have heard of her
passing. When trying to commu-
nicate to a friend about the death
of Brooks, my friend showed no,
noO. What word am I looking
for? Emotion. Yes, emotion. No,
I did not know Mrs. Brooks per-
sonally, but when learning of her

, death via the Internet (because
the news channels I watched did-
nit mention her death the way
they blasted the deaths of Tupac
or Biggie), my heart did skip a
beat. My jaw did drop.
Something in me stirred. But not
an ounce of emotion in my friend.

Did many people have a reac-
tion when hearing of her death? '
Is it that some people donit know
who Gwendolyn Brooks is? Or it
may be that they donit under—
stand the importance Brooks isto
African-American literature
because it wasnit taught or
stressed in their schools. But
how can being the first African-
American to win the Pulitzer
Prize not be important? How can
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ence and wealth to avoid
Vietnam. The usage of influence
and wealth is a reoccurring prac-
tice among this group.
The Democratic nomination

involved a bit more of a struggle.
Initially, there were several
democrats bidding for the oval
office. The contest ended in a
struggle between civil rights
leader Jesse Jackson and
Governor Michael Dukakis of
Massachusetts. Although
Jackson's odds seemed promis-
ing with a victory in the Michigan
primary during March, he was
soon overtaken by the well-
financed Dukakis.
The campaign to follow was

nasty. Dukakis conducted a non-
charismatic campaign and chose
not to promote the traditional
social programs of previous
democratic presidential candi-
dates that began with FDR.
Bush used attack ads and scare
tactics to wage his political war
against Dukakis. The most dis-
turbing ad displayed a mug shot
of Willie Horton. Mr. Horton was
a black prisoner convicted of
rape while on weekend furlough
from a Massachusetts state
prison. Bush blatantly appealed
to racial prejudices with this ad. lt

' Gwen

pride not be taken in this
achievement, especially winning
the award in an era that was
filled with undisguised racism?
How can the death of such a
remarkable writer be so silent?

Gwendolyn Elizabeth Brooks
was born in Topeka, Kan., on
June 7,1917 to Keziah Corine
Wims and David Anderson
Brooks. However, it was on the
South Side of Chicago where she
grew up. Before she was a
teenager, she began writing
poetry, and when she was 13
she had her first poem published,
iEventide," in American
Childhood. Brooks’ mother,
being one of her huge support-
ers, encouraged her daughter to
send her poems to Langston
Hughes and James Weldon

' Johnson. Both men responded
with encouragement, and
Hughes became her friend and a
longtime supporter. By the age
of 16, she became a weekly con-
tributor to the Chicago Defender,
an African-American newspaper,
where she published more than
seventy-five poems. In 1936 she
graduated from Wilson Junior
College in Chicago, and at the
age of 20 in 1937, two antholo-
gies featured her work. On
September 17, 1939, she mar-
ried Henry Blakely and the cou-
ple had two children, Henry, born
in 1940, and Nora, born in 1951.

Brooks is often praised for her

proved very effective for him. He
won the election. Bush secured
426 of 538 electoral votes.
Many black leaders and

democrats alike were outraged
by the bigotry of Bush. In 1991
he nominated Clarence Thomas
as a Supreme Court Justice.
Many felt that Bush was partici-
pating in tokenism. Justice
Thomas was the only Justice that
failed to participate in oral argu-
ments concerning the vote count
in Florida during the 2000 elec—
tion. This earned him the nick-
name "Uncle Thomas" by some
of his critics.
We are all too familiar with the

circumstances surrounding the
2000 election. Recently, we wit-
nessed a protest organized by
the Congressional Black Caucus
during the joint session of
Congress that officially certified
George W. Bush the winner of
the 2000 election. The
Representatives rose to their feet
one by one. The protesters were
silenced by Gore and subjected
to mumbling by Republicans.
George W. Bush has followed

in the footsteps of his father by
nominating the racially biased
Senator John Ashcroft of
Missouri for Attorney General. It

ability to combine the African-
American experience into bal-
lads, sonnets, and other forms
that are traditionally European.
She won numerous awards for
her ability to capture the
African-American experiences,
every day life and social con-
cerns of the African-American
experience. Brooks began
receiving recognition in 1943,
winning an award at the
Midwestern Writers’ Conference.

During the next two years, she
receives three more awards from
the same organization. The year
her first book appeared in 1945,
she is selected my Mademoiselle
as one of its Ten Young Women
of the Year. She is awarded a
$1000 award from the American
Academy of Arts, as well as a
Guggenheim fellowship, which is
also given the following year. In
1968 she is named Poet
Laureate for the state of Illinois.
She becomes the first black
woman to be elected to the 250-
member National Institute of Arts
and Letters in 1976. From 1985-
86 she is Consultant in Poetry to
the Library of Congress. In 1988
she is inducted into the National
Women's Hall of Fame. In 1989
she receives a lifetime achieve-
ment award from the National
Endowment for the Arts and
another from the National Book
Foundation in 1994. She
receives the Society for

is the duty of the Attorney
General to enforce civil rights
laws. Senator Joseph Biden of
Delaware says that Ashcroft has
fought against civil rights for the
past 20 years. Biden said that he
may oppose the nomination of
Ashcroft.
Ashcroft possesses an anti-

black record. He has voted
against hate crime legislation.
The Senator has criticized
desegregation lawsuits in
Missouri. The Rev. Jesse
Jackson is organizing opposition
against Ashcroft. Jackson cites
the instrumental role of Ashcroft
in blocking the appointment of
Missouri Supreme Court judge
Ronnie White to the Federal
Bench as a primary objective of
the opposition. White, and many
others, is convinced that Ashcroft
could not see past the issue of
ethniticity to allow equal opportu—
nity. Ashcroft also opposes affir—
mative action.
George W. Bush chose to

announce the potential members
of his cabinet in a very strategic
fashion. He attempted to pad the
shock of the Ashcroft nomination
by initially announcing minority
members of, his cabinet. Bush,
also opposes affirmative action.

Literature
Award from
the University of
Thessaloniki, Athens,
Greece in 1990, being
the first American to receive this
award. She is the recipient of
more than 50 honorary degrees.
Some of her books include

Children Coming Home (The
David 00;, 1991); Blacks (1987);
To Disembark (1981); The Near-
Johannesburg Boy and Other
Poems (1986); Riot (1969); In the
Mecca (1968); The Bean Eaters
(1960); Annie Allen (1949), for
which she received the Pulitzer
Prize; and A Street in Bronzeville‘
(1945). She also wrote numerous
other books including a novel,
Maud Martha (1953), and Report
from Part One: An Autobiography

Bush claims he favors "affirma-
tive access."
Since George W. Bush has

been the governor of Texas 135
people have been executed.
Disgracefully, 130 of these have
been minorities. He allowed the
first execution of a woman in the
state since the 1860is. After
receiving a call from religious
leader Pat Robertson asking the
execution of this woman be post—
poned George W. Bush ordered
the act to be carried out without
hesitation. A short time after the
execution Bush mocked the con-
demned woman's plea for life in
an interview with Talk Magazine.

It is certain that both Bush Jr.
and Bush Sr. have made huge
mistakes. George W. Bush is
now allowed to capitalize on the
success of his father. If the 1988
election had favored Dukakis do
you think George W. Bush would
be moving to Washington DC?
Once again a member of this
group is capitalizing on influence
and wealth.
George W. Bush has already

been the demise of a multi mil-
lion-dollar oil business purchased
by his father. We must give him
credit with his success as an
owner of the Texas Rangers. He

(1972),
and edit-

ed Jump
Bad: A New

Chicago Anthology
(1971).
An entire analysis of the works

of Gwendolyn Brooks cannot be
included in this article. To fully
understand the messages of
Brooks and the legacy she left
behind, onewould have to read
the works of Brooks for them-
selves. The fire and energy has

. to be within the individual to want
to understand the messages,
because it is obvious many
schools lack the fire to teach stu-
dents about such outstanding
writers such as Bro‘oks, We [can’t
letth‘at fire did- one month and "
twenty-two days is far too long
for a great writer not to be cele-
brated.



culture and arts

Philly heads making it Hottttt!

Michelle Reed
Culture Editor

Following along the same path of
success with fellow Philadelphians
such as The Roots, Beanie Siegel,
Eve, and Jill Scott, Taalib Johnson,
better known as Musiq Soulchild is
blowing up the scene with his debut
album Aijuswanaseing (I Just Want
To Sing). His first single, "Just
Friends," which was first seen on the
multi-platinum soundtrack, "Nutty
Professor II: The Klumps," rocketed
the 23 year—old Soulchild up the

music charts.
Released in Novemeber, the

album has received great reviews.
The single, Just Friends, is blasting
the airwaves, and recently the sec—
ond single from the album, "Love,"
is making its way through the air—
waves seeking even more success.

In a BET interview, Musiq
reveals that his name is derived from
the terms "muse" and IQ. Such
influences on the young artist
include Donnie Hathaway, Stevie
Wonder, D‘Angelo, and Erykah
Badu. Musiq's laid back style is
honest, sweet, energetic, and full of

passion, and this is definitely seen in
track titled, "Love."

For all you romantics, Musiq's
CD communicates the issues of rela-
tionships and love. He expresses the
joys and pains of love. In the song
"143" he develops a code for telling
someone "I love you." The song
"Seventeen" talks being deceived by
a young woman who lies about
being older than she really is, and
ending the relationship before it goes
any further. Such tracks as "You
and Me," "My Girl," "L is Gone,“
and "You Be Alright" are sure to be
enjoyed by listeners. If you have found yourself

Musrq shown chilling on his album coveer

singing the catchy
chorus (I'm not try—
ing to pressure
you/Just can't stop
thinking about
you/You don't even
have to be my girl-
friend) from the
song "Just Friends,"
go out and buy
Musiq's CD. Bop to
the jazzy and funky
beats heard in the
CD. Be on the
lookout for much

more from the Soulchild!

Black Mothers, the other side of the story

An Opinonated Manifesto by the “DarkChild”
DarkChild

Mystery Columnist

The psychological and emotional
ramifications of the "broken"
African—American family have been
well documented in terms of the
absence of the black father, but what
about the failures of some'black
women? Before, you vote to kick
me out of the club, let me explain. I
fully understand and agree that the
lack of substantial leadership'an’d
responsibility on the parts of many
brothers has often placed us sisters
in the role of both mother and father.
It is often a difficult and uneasy bal-
ance though many accept these addi—
tional duties with a level of grace
and determination that I can only
aspire to attain. In addition, without
the integral role of black grandmoth—
ers, I shudder to think what the black
family would have become.
However, my daddy, although lack—
ing in certain social graces, is my
dearest friend. He's my sharpest
critic other than myself, and yet he's
also my hero. Not that our relation—
ship could ever be defined as per-
fect, but still there is an ease that
fills me just knowing that I'm in his
prayers. We often argue but seldom
fight. When we do, it's often about
misunderstandings or about the way
I continue to try and please my
mother, an insurmountable feat for
me and a lesson that I should have
learned long ago. Which leads me
back to my earlier question: what
about the failures of some black

women as mothers?
I was about fourteen when my

mother stopped loving me. Even as
I remembered having watched the
same tragic metamorphosis befall
my sister some nine or so years
before me, it still caught me like a
stone right between the eyes. I had
always been a sensitive child, and
affection-starved no less, but I had
also been relatively good-hearted.
Now in my early twenties, my age of

' reason having long since‘p‘assed’me ’
by, I often now ask myself the kinds
of questions that only people at the
end of their lives ask as old age
wraps its arms around their lingering
bodies. Why doesn't my mother
love me anymore? I mean, I'm
almost positive that she did once;
love is one of a mother's many lots
in life. But why then, did she sud-
denly stop? ' .«
Thank GOD, I'm basically well

adjusted enough to grieve the loss
privately because if nothing else,
I've learned that the world rarely
cares about year: problem’s. Still,
there is a certain sadness, or perhaps
it's melancholy, that, resides near
your heart when you've resigned
yourself to never knowing the
warmth of your mother's love again.
For me at least, my view of the
world is no longer of the rose-col—
ored variety. Youthful innocence is
wasted on me, and I recognize nei—
ther the carefree black girl of my
former days nor the hardened black
girl of my: present‘ones. I often
teeter—totter along that fence, trying
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to incorporate some measure of sig-
nificance into the shadow that is now
my life. Don't misunderstand; I'm
generally happy, I think. I have
every reason to be anyway. GOD is
my best friend and my favorite com-
panion. I have my health and
strength, a very minimally dimin-
ished mental capacity, and a niece
and nephew who love me with all
the ferocity born of broken hearts.
In me, I suspect, they have found a
"kindred spirit.

I‘m not one to hold grudges
because life is either too short or
entirely too long. There's no thera—
pist with a dwindling clientele or a
recently graduated psychologist that
has force-fed me an army of excuses
on why my mother is to blame for
any unhappiness in my life. Still,
after another failed attempt at love i
with the wrong guy at the right
moment, I'm left wondering ifI
would have preferred the lash of her
belt rather than the sting of her
tongue. At least the pain of the
leather eventually fades.
Meanwhile, I'm still carrying the
scars of one too many "not—good—
enoughs" and disinterested stares.
Maybe these scars are less visible
than others, like the constant
reminder of a foot race gone bad that
is the permanent gash on my left
knee. But I can feel them beneath
my clothes as I climb these Raleigh
hills everyday on my way to classes.
I catch myself, head bent and bowed,
self-conscious, my eyes blank. Even
now, when I suspect I should be

closer to tears or feeling some level
of emotional turmoil, what I feel
most is the familiarity of my numb—
ness. Sometimes though, I admit I
make my feeble attempts at identify-
ing the exact moment that 'it' hap—
pened . . . you know, this change in
her. Was it something I said, some-
thing I did? But I can think of no
evil strong enough to constitute such
a dramatic removal of affection.
Perhaps I was too much of a burden
or disappointment, but she had gra-
ciously waited until age would soft—
en the blow. After all, we were very
poor then. I used to think that if I
hadn't eaten as much or grown as
fast, then the financial burden
wouldn't have been as difficult for
her. However, thoughts like those
don't bring much peace. Anyway, if
time travel were a reality, I would go
back and tell her to wait a few more
years before she delivered the lethal
blow. I wasn‘t as strong as she
apparently thought. Because the
other reality, that my mother recog-
nized my weakness and chose to
withdraw from me anyway, is a truth
that I still cannot bear, even at twen—
ty—one.

I can continue to speculate, but
knowing my family history and how
madness and us women are often
peculiar allies, I prefer not to dwell
on these things any longer. I mean,
I'm graduating soon, and I've been
thinking lately of how wonderful it
would be to have a family of my
own one day. I have always been a
little afraid of having daughters

because maybe my mother's lack of
concern for me is contagious.
However, the love of my beloved
nieces and nephews, as well as the
love of God that passes all knowl-
edge, has proven to me that love is
therapeutic. Certainly, writing this
has helped. My daddy too. For
every product of a "normal" home
environment, there has to be at least
two of us.that have had to become
mythological phoenixes, rising from
the ashes of our unfulfilled dreams.
It may sound strange, but I'm actual-
ly thankful for what has transpired
between my mother and me. She
has inadvertently given me the best
years of my life so far. I know my
daddy now in a way that I probably
wouldn't have had she continued to
be a mother to me. I began attend-
ing church regularly, and in the
process, found God there. Every girl
needs a mother, and over the past
seven years or so, I've found many
willing to adopt me. Floating in and
out of my life like the seasons,
coworkers, teachers, and the parents
of my friends have all decided to
have mercy on me.
Do I miss my mother? Sure, and .

we talk sporadically, occasionally. I
think she feels dutiful towards me.
Most days, she has meaningful
intentions, but I think that I mystify
her because I am not like her. I
know that she is atypical of the pre-
sent—day image of black mothers, but
my dad has redefined the role of the
21rst century black father.

From Diamond and the
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New Books

ficflnn
All of me: a voluptuous tale.
Far from the tree.

Virgina DeBerry. iii
Please, please, please.

Renee Swindle. . ‘1‘
Something extra.

Patty Rice.
This just in: a novel.

Yolanda Joe. ,

Black image in the white mind.Heart health for black women.
I may not get there with you.
To keep the waters troubled:
the life of Ida B. Wells.
Without sanctuary:
lynching photograpy in America.
SAAC continued '

from page 1
According to Kim McNair,

SAAC president, "the overall goal
of SAAC is to serve as un
umbrella organization for all stu-
dents, aiding the community and
as the student political voice in
regards to African—American
issues."

McNair has been a member of
SAAC since her freshman year
and feels that her participation is
a great way to both serve the
community and influence deci~
sions made by the university
regarding African—American stu—
dents.

Venise Berry.

‘ Robert Ent.Beverly Yates.
Michael Dyson.
Linda McMurry.
James Allen.

Diamond Lesane, SAAC exec-
utive board member and Political
Action chair, joined SAAC a year
ago. She wanted to get more
involved in campus politics and
the NCSU community.

"l've gained much more than
I've given or would ever have
thought possible," said Lesane.
"Beyond experience in working
with a diverse group of people
towards the common goal of jus—
tice and unity (however political
that sounds," said Lesane, "the

7 best part of SAAC is the relation-
ships.

"Friendship or strictly academ-
ic, being involved has given me
an opportunity to know many

an-H rilian

T— Shirt

advertisement

The Nubian Message
Diversity continued

from page 1

"The creation of a mix of ideas
in the African_American through diversity can form inter—

cultural center llllrarv
est and learning on a college
campus.

Nacoste, a psychology profes-
sor, has plans for diversity-cen-
tered programs, education and
dialogue that are extensive and
powerful even in their sugges-
tion. He has plans that are
already becoming reality.
Nacoste created a program in

which the different colleges on
campus are given the opportunity
to compete forlrewarded money
based on their own diversity pro-
posals. This encourages the col-
leges to implement the use of
diversity.
Nacoste has also piloted a

study in which the departments

great people. l think that the affili-
ation alone has opened the door
to many opportunities, such as
being a Symposium Counselor
for 2000."

In the ongoing tradition of
increasing cultural awareness,
the annual SAAC week will be
held Jan. 29-Feb. 2. One of the
events highlighting the five-day
affair will be the 10th annual cele-
bration of the African-American
Cultural Center. SAAC will be co-
hosting this event, along with the
AACC, on Wednesday, Jan. 24,
at 4:30 pm. The keynote speaker
will be Dr. Margaret Burrows, an
international known poet and
artist.

. 11 entries are due on February I

in room 1200 of Talley

can include diversity into their
curriculums. The psychology
department, along with the
mechanical and chemical engi-
neering departments, are cur-
rently participating in this study.

"Diversity is about the intellec-
tual climate and integrity of a uni-
versity," said Nacoste.

Student engagement in diversi-
ty issues is also of importance for
the university. Besides training
students to participate in diversity
forums, Nacoste has suggested
a program. The program,
Wolfpack Lair of Diversity, allows
students from different organiza—
tions to discuss cultural issues.
Student groups like AASAC,
Asian Students Association,
Black Students Board, College
Democrats/Republicans and oth-
ers can converse openly with
Nacoste and each other.

in addition, Dr. M. lyailu
Moses, AACC director, will help
commemorate the anniversary by
presenting the history of the
AACC. Several performers will
be featured, as well as guided
tours and refreshments.
SAAC will also host the Ebony

Harlem Awards on April 16. it will
also sponsor programs address-
ing topics of interest to the
African-American student here at
NCSU. Topics addressed will be
"Ethnicity and Cultural Identity",
"How the Media Affects Culture",
"Racial Programs" and "Racism
on Campus."
Every African-American at

NCSU is automatically a SAAC

ny Questions Contact Kim Harrill @ 515.5918

or kim_harrill@ncsu.edu

bsolutely NO late entries will be accepted.

The Winner will receiVe a pair of tickets to

All Pall-H “ha“ events held on campus.

January 25, 2001
"Discussion is essential when

it comes to diverSity relation-
ships," said Nacoste.
Many experts agree that

accomplishing diversity at col-
leges, doesn't require quotas.
Nor does diversity warrant
admission of unqualifed appli-
cants.

"The University is committed
to advancing diversity on our
campus and our initiatives
require the attention and support
of every member of our commu-
nity," said Chancellor Fox.
The diversity that NC. State

seeks to gain requires the univer-
sity to reach out and make a con-
scious effort to build a healthy
and diverse learning environment
appropriate for the university's
stated missions.

member. To become an active
member, and a part of the politi-
cal voice on campus, attend the
general body meetings. The
meetings are held every other
Thursday at 7:30 pm in room 375
of the AACC.
"The key is to become an

active member," said Lesane.
"Stop complaining about the
problems or talking about the
problems. Let's be about han-
dling our business."



I’m sorry

‘ Ms. Jackson!

Keon Pettiway
Staff Writer

Last Thursday the Rev. Jessie
Jackson made an announcement
that stunned many of us who sup—
port his efforts in helping the black
community and the United States.
Jackson admitted that he had been
involved in an extramarital affair
that had taken place approximately
two years ago and a child had been
born as a result of the affair. Rev.
Jackson committed this adulterous
act with Karin Stanford, an employ-
ee of the Rainbow—Push Coalition.
This announcement came as no sur-
prise to his family whom he
informed of the affair before the
child was born. ,

Although Jackson is a
religious figure and was the spiritu—
al adviser to the Clintons after
President Clinton had relations with
Monica Lewinski, he is still human.
Many times religious officials are
expected to maintain superhuman
strength and be able to escape the
same temptations that the rest of us
sub come to daily. According to my
Bible, Jesus was the only man to
live on this earth without sin. Ii’m
not condOning Rev. Jacksoni’s
behavior, but he is a man. his like
Chris Rock once said, ia man is
only as faithful as his optionsi. Leti’s
face it; a man with Jessie Jacksoni’s
power, money, and influence has
many options. Aside from natural
good looks and money, power is
probably the next most attractive
attribute of any individual. Men and
women can deny it, but the fact of
the matter is public figures are often
attractive to others because of their
status. For instance, many of the

, men and women in Peoplei’s 50
Most Beautiful issues would not be
there if they were just an average
person on the street. They would
probably be in the clubs or bars
searching for someone just like we

“I Am Fo’ Ream”

do.
I think that we should

continue to support Jessie and his
organizations, because of the past
contributions that he has made to
the black community. At least he
was man enough to admit his
wrongdoing and apologize. Jessie
was probably going to be exposed
by the National Enquirer this week,
but he couldi’ve denied the allega-
tions. Jessie said, iThis is no time
for evasions, denials, or alibisi. He
also said, champions have to learn
to play with pain- to handle their
contrition with both dignity and
couragei. These statements are
proof that Jessie is willing to accept
the consequences of his actions and
continue moving on.

We doni’t have many
African—American figures with
Jessie Jacksoni’s influence and I
think it would be a tragedy to lose
such an ambitious and successful
leader. I also think that the media
needs to quit hyping everything up.
Even after Bill Clintoni’s affair and
lie were exposed he still had a 65%
approval rating. The media is trying
to take one of our strong 'black lead-
ers, and since assassinations are no
longer in style, killing their charac-
ter seems to be the in thing now.
They almost succeeded when Jessie
decided to retire, but thankfully he
reconsidered and is back on the job.
The best thing for us as African—
Americans is to just let it ride and
continue supporting Jessie.

Give Bush a c ance
Adeda o A. Banwo

Editor
The inauguration is over and

many blacks have, as in the words of
' pray forDick Gregory, vowed to

the white house but not pray for
the president. "

Despite huge voter turnouts
against
h i m ‘"
a n (1
despite
large
a n t i —
B u s h
protests
l a s t
w e e k ,
t h e
new president has attempted to
bridge the highly polarized elec—
torate in recent days. This is
because, of course, that polarization
falls largely along racial lines.
Should blacks give Bush a chance?
Bush will never see eye to eye with
many prominent black leaders and
lobbyists but can there be some
progress made?

I believe progress can be
made, specifically on the issues of
racial profiling and education
reform.
On education reform, this week

Bush showed ability to compromise
by coming down on his hard stance
for school vouchers. By giving
school districts the choice in regards
to private school vouchers, the presi-
dent reached out to the liberal base
that includes many black grass roots
organizations and lobbyists. In addi—
tion, the plan calls for increased fed-
eral funding for public education.

Bush at a MLK Celebration last
week in Texas

Bush also made a very powerful
selection for Education Secretary
which Rod Paige, former superinten—
dent of schools in Houston, Texas.
Paige had the support of
Representative and Congressional
Black Caucus member Sheila
Jackson—Lee D-TX, a strong propo-

nent of many issues concern-
ing the black community.
Paige has raised the bar in
Houston public schools the
right way, by working with
parents and families and sim-
ply asking more of the stu—
dents. At a Martin Luther King
Jr. Day ceremony last week,
Paige spoke about the day that
he learned Dr. King was assas-

sinated. Paige showed great poise
and a great concern for issues con-
cerning the black community.
The Paige pick and the back doWn

from his tough stance on school
vouchers are a good thing. However,
the education plan is still flawed by
its lack of focus on America's poor—
est school districts. Most of the
funding will go to poor schools,
however, there has to be a deeper
solution than simply throwing
money at the problem. Perhaps,
Bush could learn from his- '
Education Secretary and develop
more innovative ways to specifi-
cally target minority students in an
effort to increase college accep-
tance and graduation rates.
Testing is not the answer but per—
haps scholarships are. Simply put,
why doesn't the new administra-
tion take a page from the old one
and just create new scholarships for
minority and poor students?

Nevertheless, the flaws of his plan
cannot overshadow Bush's outreach.
On racial profiling, an Ashcroft

Justice department would "vigorous—
ly" pursue methods to end the prac—
tice. The strong stance on racial pro—
filing cannot be overshadowed by
the pick of Ashcroft as attorney gen—
eral. Ashcroft, like many of his
republican (and democratic) col—
leagues often time do, used a black
face and image (Judge Ronnie
White) as a scapegoat to prove his
merits to white voters. It was a cow-
ardly act and no matter what posi-
tion he takes on racial profiling,
nothing will outweigh that._
However, the stance is a good one
and it shows a willingness of the
Bush administration to build "one
nation."

Black leaders and lobbyists may
never fully support Bush. However,
it is time to end the partisan rancor
and attempt to co—exist politically on
a civil level for the next four years.
The poverty that exists in many rural
areas and inner cities will not cease
because of insults and accusations.

Rod Paige at his coruirmation
hearing last week.

Give Bush a chance, at least until
2004.

Roc La Familia Gets 0 Mics

Keon Pettiway
Staff Writer

Why is it that African Americans
listen to the rap music that degrades
our Black queens, creates a negative
attitude toward our brothers, and
promotes the killing of our sisters
and brothers. Most of the rap music

that we listen is negative, but we are
reluctant to disregard this type of
music.

Instead of inhibiting unification
of the Black community into their
music, some rap artist justify that
unification of all African Americans
is a concept of the past, and the way
to make it to the top is to get all you

can get for yourself.
I'm not knocking Sean Carter and

his—Dynasty or DMX and the Ruff
Ryders, because they do have the
illest vocals and the most hypnotiz-
ing beats. What I am opposing are
the lyrics that the artists produce. I
refuse to listen to music that
See No Mics on Pa e 6

Top Ten Seen and Heard at Club 1908

By: Miss Everything

10. Didn't Club 1908 feel more like Club Hades?
9. Wasn't it funny how the price went from $1 before 10:30 to $7 an hour later?

8. Didn't the no in and out policy make us feel kinda...oh, I don't know...TRAPPED!
7. Weren’t there enough Alphas there to form a Gold Mine?

6. On that same note weren't there enough AKA's there to form an Ivy League?
5. Don‘t NCCU peeps try to rule our parties with their "Eagle Pride" chants?

4. After the party didn't Public Safety get kinda pushy? (I guess they finally felt like they had ajob to do.)
3. Wasn’t the "Cha Cha Slide" segment of the party off da hook?

2. Speaking of the "Cha Cha Slide," can anybody tell me what he means when he says "reverse, reverse"? Cause
everybody seemed to be confused.

1.Wasn't waiting to the end of the

party to fight very courteous?


