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w3, Redmurs

g()ﬂ\ ! ?Q(Uw’ﬁl("ld (e s ConeerndiN &

—e  Mames  oF Do DS A

A o C'/O(_Lg&:é_




This biographical sketch was prerared by a special commitbee
appointed by Dr. W, T, Gibbs, Fresident of The Agricultural and
Technical College, These members were selected because of their af-
{iliation with Mr, Simmons end his work,

Hr, Arthur P, Bell, former N, F, A, membur, teacher of voca-.
tional agriculture, ana a presént member of the Agricultural ¥due-
cation Department at the Colleze, was appointed chairman, Other
menbers of the committes were Messrs, C, B, Dean, Teacher-Trainer,
Agricultural Edueation; W. T, Johnson, District Supervisor of Voca-
tional Agriculbure and Executive Secretary of the New Farmors of
America; and Lee Alan Yates, former N, F, A.. student and member of
the Agricultural Engineering Department at the éollege.

This sketch was prepared by the committes during the school

year of 1958-1959,
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Sidney Britton Simaons, 1894-1957, son of a presiding elder, was
born in Heecklenburg County,; MNorth Carolina, bubt spent his early boy-
hood days and reccived his firsb training in Fayetteville, North Caro-
lina.

Later he attended Lincoln Acadewy in Ki

25 Hountain, and was

aiong the first students to study at Fayetteville State Normal School,
now Feyetteville State Teachers Collegza, Having received degrees in
Agricultural Education from both the Agricultural and Technical Colliege
of Horth Carclina at Greensboro and the University of Illinois, he did
Turther study at the University of California, Kansas State and Colo=
rado State Colleges,

He held teaching positions at Dowington Industrial Schocl, Dowing-
ton, Pennsylvania, the Topeka Industrial School, Topeka, Kansas, and he
served later as Teacher-Trainer for vocaticnal agriculiure at Tuskegee
Institute, Alabame; Itinerant Teachsr-Trainer ab the Agricultural and
Technical College from 1924 to 1930; and Assistant State Supervisor of
Agricultural Bducation in Negro Schools from 1930 to 1957.

' Simmons, having the longest rucord of service of any Hegro in the

nation's program of Agricultural Education » brought this wealth of

training and experienct to North Carolina when he accepted his position
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in 192k at which time there were only twenty=~three (23) departments
of voeational agriculture with tuenty-four (24) teachers in the state,
Through nis efforts and close cooperation with county and state offi-
cials, at his death in 1957, there were 14/, teachers in 142 departrents
in the state, many with modez;a facilities mnd equipment for the train-
ing of rural youth and adults,

One of the early enthusilastic founders of the New Farmers of Amer-
ica, he participated actively in planning the first mecting and rendered
outstanding service as the National Executive S@cretax;y from 1935 to
1955, He was one of the motivaiting forces responsible for the develop=
ment and growth of the Naticnal NFd Urganization, He organized also the
Horth Carolina Association of New Farmers ‘of America, The Annual ﬁe&»;
Farmers of America Conventions held at the Agulculturel and Technical

College were hizhlizhts of his work with rural youth. Through the

teachers of vocational es

riculture, he brousht NFA boys from the high
schools of the state to participate in the various contests on the
state level, These contests helped develop boys into socd citizens and
worthy leaders,

Under his supervision the prozram of voecational agriculture in the
Negro schosls of Horth Carolina was rated as one of the best in the
naticn, The NFA Summer Camp at Hamuocks Beach, Norﬁh Carolina, valued
at $80,000.00 and named the S, B, Simmons Camp in his honor, iwms one
of his latest accomplishments. His camping ideas date back to 1927
vhen the first camp was held ot the Pitt County Training School at

Grimesland under his leadership. Having no NFA Camp for the boys, he
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made arssnsemends o hold tewporary caps ab Alfferent noints in the

#oobe from tine to &

tine, His Inbterest in a cump for the EPA bLoye cone

tinued to grow ond bis offorts were devobed do semuring

sanp site Sharps of Hew York Uity dueded 4,500

seres of i in Onelow Couaty to bhe Hawmcks Heach

Corsorat which reprasonts the North Caroling Teachers Asaoolistion

and cther eduestional groups. Mel ong syocseded in seguring o

s on 27 acres for the establishment of the present NFA

He sorved as o wewber of the Board of DMrectors for ths Colored
Orphanase of Horth Caroling for many years, and during thot Lime the

Home dwde rapid ,m'-mns, and nors nesrly sppromchod the stendard

for work with children than ab any other similer peviod in the

sevmiy-five yosr history of the Orphasaze, It wse dheough his efforts
that the vosoblonal budilding wns sonsbrw ,ed fmﬂ amipned, 11ic labors
in behald of the Urphanaze wore worth close to $100,000,02,

With the passing of Publle Law _'M: by the United States Gcm"

LS,
following World i‘x’ar II, the Institubionsd on-Farm Training Program

16 come inbo existence. Mr. Slmmmons wag insbrumentsl in pvow

mobdng Shis ghaege of the vocablanal sgrisuliurel program, and Forth
Carelinale progran wag the larg: set in the Bouth, Through this progran

and My, 8

wongt efforts, meny wiberang seoured humes and booane Yo

sslvely wobablished in faraing.

In addition to his w

Bhate, he wms o

ture in the Shat




asset in get'ing increased approvriations for the vocasional progran
from the Federal Govermment,

Among his contributions on the national level to agricultural
education was his appearance, with two tcachers of vocational agricule
ture in 1946, before the Committee on Education of the United States
Congress which greatly influenced Congress in passing the George~Barden
Act, His public relations program on local, state 5 and national levels
was always of the highest type.

Hr, Bimmons! contributions and services were not confined exclue
sively to agricultural education, Presidents Franklsn D. Roossvelt and
Harry 8, Truman honored him with certificates and medsls for his sere
vice with the Selective Service during World War II. Governor R, Gregg
Cherry appointed him to serve on the State Appeal Board and each suc~—
ceading Governor reappointed him.

The teachers of vocational agriculiure of the State of Horth Caro-
lina horiored him in 1949 for his twenty-five years of successful. service,
Subsesuently in 1954k, he was honored by teachers of vocational agricul-
ture, former students and friends in a testimonial dinner for his thirty
years of distinguished and outsbanding service to the State and Nation.

In an executive capacity, he served on a number of commitises in
the interest of the State, and was a member and Chairaan of the Trustee
Board of St, Matthews Hethodist Church, Grecnshoro » Horth Carolina, He
vas a member of a number of professional and educational organizations

and made contributions to many leading sducational magazines,
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As a grosh spord fun, he ofbd Lo o

in oxdoy to pive teachers

Ly, and on suveral ooon

nie supsrvision, the Hew Faruurs of Awerdesz, and obhise an oppop-

tundty to witness sons of the natd asport ovenbe, Ho felt that

inepire a nunber of pobbh bo toke adimn

e opporiimdty in sports for adwanconant of life.

The sdueabinal bours planned and conducted by Hr,

nald aerieulture for profsesd nal and technicel. dme

touchers of ’mcat

provesent carrded then inbe many seetions of the country.
Ly ]

« Simmong willl long be resombered fov wonbe and

s of Yife,

for his sinesrs {riendliness o »




