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Hervesting Soybecns in Nobth Ceroliss,

by D B. wPEVEOr.
sgriculturel Engineer, [.C, "tcoto College, Raleigh,

Sorth Ceroling, 6ace tho coun%ry's lergest producer of soy beans
for sced is sgein iuruiuf %0 noy begns a8 & purt ia ite progrem of
permeneant agzricul ture,

' 48 in meay orops, harvesting methods nresont the prectest problem
in eAOnomical pro¢uction so in eoﬁ becn growiag, the efficiency of hors
vetiqg methods often delermiue the profit or ioae.’ Until the combine ’_'
wap first used in soybesns the best the verious harvestise devicesn could
4o wee to get seveuty serceat of t%e beans and most hervesters feiled
to get over fifty perceat. This tremendous loss is avoided, however,
with the coming of the combine tnd iis contifined use in thp'eoybean

sections of this snd adjoining ste@es is espured, 'I% also is destine _‘

'

4o pley e large pgrt ia our smell grain hervest as more vheat, osts

sud rye are auﬁatituted for cottoa. : s
An outatanina exémple of the combine's ‘ossibiiitiesrin soy hoea |\

production is found in the develorement of $he “ake lattamuskest pro-l

jeet in Tyde'county. About fivg thousand scred . of this droined 1:2%e

bed were planted to soybesns this yeor , the three predomincting ver-

ieties plenbed being Laredo,,lemsoth Yellow end pilemi, This grea,

necessarily cut into fie]dy for efficiecnt droinage, wilch muct be

maintsinnd by pumping, es the lake bed is below sea~level, is ;51F

out in blocks or tracte contuiniing somevhot less thad %en scres ecch.

‘ This years erop 111 /roduee about one huandred thouscnd bhushels |

of beaus, epproximately thirty five nercent of which sre %o be sold

for seeod end ‘the baihncc fd oil mills, The harvestiug of thie enorous

crop is being donme with thirteen combines, of several different.makas b
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eith the help of eighteen troctors of medinm size, It.is predicted
thet future purcheses of treectore will be of the lerger models,

As is easily 'imegined the leke bed has preseanted some peculisr
problems, one of the mést perplexing beilng that the neture of soil
necessiteted lerper supportins cres for the mechinmes than the wheéls
provided, This’ difficulty wos over come by the use of a treck laying
wheel gimilar to thoao’qgad on Cene Certs in the suger plantetions.

With 211 this equipment the hervestiag of those besas will con-
$inue well into December as frequent roins ianterfere moterielly with
repid progresa.'iithout the combine, thisg sayﬁean project would never
bhave been attempted as harvesting this laxge aereage of beaus by aay

other method would be next to impossible, ‘ p



