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The past year has been full of ectivities end beset with many problems
effecting ferm people, With the end of the war, we naturally expected
restrictions to be removed and shortages to disappear, Instead of an easier
situation, in reny ways, these problems have been more ascute, and harder to
endure because the war was over.

“ The above mentioned conditions have made this & very busy year for your
State Office.
MO ~S0He—of -our-members-who-do-rot-look-et-the dromé ptcture mizht feel
inclined-be—biini-4k bpmebhi et or—ihat AW o
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This report covers briefly some of the highlights of the North Caroline

Farm Bureau for the past yeer. Our membership is now approximetely 60,000
ferm ferilies and associate members, This represents an increase of 21,000
nembers.8ince our effectiveness in every way depends on the strength of our
membership, this is a great advence in Farm Bureau. This growth has been due
to the fine support we have had from our loyel members back in the counties,
Special credit ehould be given to the Ed, 0'Neal Parity Club Members who are
the Marines for farm bureau membership drives. We have added nine new comnties
in the last year end have had splendid increases in a large number of the old
ones,

Ve have hed one addition to our staff in the last yeer, lrs. Dorothy
Boswell, previously employed by the Southern Service Company.

We had the largest delegation of farm people in Sen Francisco zttending
the Twenty-Eighth Annval Convention in the history of our State. Around 350
people travelled by special train all the ‘ws.:' scross the continent to lerd
their support to this important Americen Ferm Bureau Meeting. We were proud
to learn that North Carolina exceeded all other states in membership growth
and thet we are now the largest farm orgsnization of any of the thirteen

southern states.
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Again this year, we have been able to set aside a little reserve which
tends to further stabilize our Organization,

The North Carolina Farm Bureau is nroud of its members who are serving in
the PEfté/1lé¢tfldfHf¢ General Accenbly from their respective counties. 4 very
large number of importent committees sre headed by members of our official staff,

There msy have been times in the past and probebly will be in the future

.\-rhen some of our members who do not look at the brosd picture might feel
inclined to think they ere not getting much for their membership, I realize that
if we expect to hold our 60,000 members hentioned above and to obtzin the
100,000 members which we have set as & gosl for this year, we must maintain

2 sound business-like agricultural program, To do this, I think it is higbly
important thet we look rather carefully at the economic picutre and try if
possible to determine just where jff we ere week in our besic principles and

then try We to focus the attention of our membership on these important

points, As I observe the picture at this time, the two most émpartant spects
of our entire farm sconony sre to do a good educational jo‘cj \ﬁ %opel
s 7

zpplied would emphzsize, #gmmt, the importance of agriculture to the econcmim’

velfare of our nat

n£ as @ whole in providing farm people with sufficient
income to purchzse industrial goods that would help stsbiliz® labor, irdnstry
end the conswmption of ravw material. Beyond that, in the field of edueation,

we have the responsibility of trying to educate the farmere of the other sections
of the country on the importence of protecting the type of Agriculture thet we
have to live with in the South that cannot be liquidated from year to yesr snd
is highly suceptible to over—production end the loss of foreign markets, 211 of
vhich go to make up a most difficult situstion es we attempt to adjust our geeat
national agricultural economy. Furthermore, and in many ways just as importsnt,
we need to educate our membership on the type of program that the Ferm Buresu
should do thet will mesn most %o them. In order to do this job, through out
limited resources snd persomnel, we are forced to depend to a very larze

extent on written matter supplieg by the state end nationsl offices
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end voluntery leadership in county orgsnizetions who will help to amplify

the importsnce of each member reading very ecarefully such msterisl as we are
eble to supply, dealing with these broesd fundamental principles, In connection
with this statement, I would like to mention the importance of consistency in
menbership. Uhen the mailing address of a memberfis once established and he
begins to receive his mail, he is not =pt to have much trouble unless he goes
off the mailing list end then has to be renewed, &ll of which is very expensive
for the State Office and sometimes means that he will miss some of the most
important news items coming out for the year,

This brings me to the subject of legislation, which I think in meny

instances, is of fa:/ ore importance to the individual farmer, in that beginning
about 20 yesrs ago we began to write laws thst would remnve the money from the
pockets of one group of people to thet of another, independently of the
ineviteble laws that had once governed our Nation. Time will not permit my
going into much detail on this ;ssrticular'ﬂbjec't. I will only mention

twp or three of the highlizhts of the American Farm Burean's Record of
zccomplichment in thiés field. First, I wish to quote from & statement \:,’f\'i\‘\'v
Congressman Glsrn:nca Cannon, taken from the Congressionsl Hecor\i‘r\\n vhic;x he
ssid, with reference to the 85% of parity loan legislstion," Who gecured

the legislation gnaranteeing the farmer 85 per cent of parity.

Ask: Senstor Benkhesed of Alsbama, who-led the remarksble bettle for that legisletion,
and he will tell you that without Ed 0'Nezl and the Farm Bureau it counld not have
been pessed.” I am wondering how many of our farmers know how much of the
legislation since that time has been tied to this basic principle. This act
chenged the price of cotton overnight from 9 to 16¢, moving that amount of money
from the speculative trade into the pockets of farmers. In our own stzte of
Horth C?ro}im;. and in the immedizte past, the tobacco market of 1945, a
stabilization progrem upheld by this nrinciple, sponsored by the North Carelina

Ferm Buresu, znd hesded by one of our own men, Cerl T, Hicks, Chairmen of the

Tobacco Committee of our Orgenizetion, has added hundreds of thomsands of
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@ollars to the income of farm femilies this year. The only way legislation
of this type can possibly be obtained is thromgh h{f orgenized help ﬁf/# on &
national scope. If our membership could only understand the importance of being

< ae '
sble to delegate their strength snd give their cooperation, = =

sadept, first, the idesls for vhich the organization stends,/fffd second its
princinple ni: o?eratinn,and,third, its democratic processes, - nfficient

W L‘Aimhpolanc to justify them to not only maintein their membership but to work for
zn increased membership, inspired bty the determination agesinst any odds or
repercnssions that might develop in succeeding yesrs to see that ferm people
would be zble to share proportionately in the income of our great nation,

In closing, may I say thet as the organization moves forwerd with such
& program, it is my belisf that one of *he greatest opportunities end
responsibilities of the North Caroline Fzrm Burean would be to assume leadership
that reaches into every county of this state in an effort to reconvert and bring
shout an uncompromising conviction of the American people that you cennot bring
in prosperity by discouraging thrift. You cannot help small men by tearing down
big men. You cannot help the poor by destroying the rich, You can't get out
of trowble b spending more then your income, You can't further the
brotherhond of man by inciting class hatred, Yon cannot estzblish sound
security on borrowed money. Yom c%r.not buaild cheracter and courage
by tsking awey & man's independence, and you cennot help men nermenently by
doing for them what they could end should do for themselves,

I womld like to express to Fresident Eagles, our Eoard of Directors,
Business Advirory Comrittee, Ed O'Neal Club Members, County Officers and the
entire membership, my hesrtfelt thenks and the apprecistion of the State 0ffice
for your fine support. This 60,000 farm femilies znd business zasocistes mske
e grest team workinrg togehter. This is your organization, and we are a pert of
the great Americen Ferm Bureeu, with 1,128,000 farm families, reaching fort¥Pive

states end Puerto Rico. The part we play in the National Picture will be

determined by how well yon keep informed erd the interest you tuke in helping
For in the final analysis gne number of members we have will determine
us to grove our ability to meet the challenge in the future.
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