AN INQUIRY INTO THE CHANGES IN THE WORK* OF FARM WOMEN
AND GIRLS CAUSED BY LABOR SHORT.LGES

STATE NORTE CAROLINA

NAME OF PERSON (Sumpary frem 24 home agents)

ENSWERING Bath Cur rand Seote Edne [:‘;: snh :

Sinece many farm women and girls are doing different work from
what they did before Pearl Harbor, or are doing extra farm and house-
hold work, please give us your opinion and that of members of your
State staff on the following questions.

1. F/RM WORK: What farm work are farm women and girls in your
State doing MORE of this year than last? Specify by type of farming and
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the combine. 2. Estimate the percentage of farm women and girls in your State
who are doing (a) farm chores, (b) field work, (c) operating power
machinery in 1942 and 1941. TUse the following table.

Estimated percentage
in '
1942 1941

Farm work

a., Farm chores customarily done by men

b.  Field work (planting, hoeing,
cultivating, picking, and harvesting

. erops).

. C.. Operating power‘machinery‘(tractors and At S
trucks). s -2/

g

* See definition of terms on page 3.
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3. How have changes listed under questions 1 and 2 affected

household work? -What household -problems- -have. become harder? What

ones easm:c">
of time 21 ysisal

heve gausaed

o il i

meny

5" . 1 ;]
meres o ey 1 F
sousane L 4l .‘mu._i 28

.1:([1(

ach "1f§. cad .Lw“, 3

E B S )

u'.i"l.‘j aPfard e by sow avs
- - -

Ldokhes

Dome geving is requlred 4y

L. &
TR OO [ T 0 45 A 3 - T & A REH s iR 4

~ 4, Uhat 'is the Extension Service doing to help farm women and

girls adjust to changes you have indicated above? If you have

 publications aimed specifically at these problems, enclose. copies when

you return the 1nqu1ry blank.
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Question 3 (Answer contimued from pags 2)

Hotisehold Problems that Are Basier

Amount of work has decreased when seversl members of family have
left home to work or serve‘in armed forces and this has meanmt less work
in mesl prg;paration, house cleemix;g, laundry, and merketing.

Those who have labor-suving slectricsl equipment have found this
& boon in this day of labor shortage and mors time glven to famming.
Rural electrification has greatly eased the homs duties in Hany Comle

munities.

guostionﬁ (Answer comtinued from page 2) : ‘  A
havs besn carried to the rural pecple by home agents as well as b
information on the various rationing programs, Civilian Defense, stc.
Through regular home demonstration club mestings and demonstrations.

Turovgh food conservation demonstrations in every neighborhood for

all.

Timely hints' to neighborhood lesadsrs sach month. They in turn pass
these along to their neighbors.

Reighborhood meetings at which helpful sugg;ssti'ons are made on (a)
Improved storége, (b) Gardening methods, (c) Improved home and fam

practices, etc.

Question 5 (Answer continued from page 2)

We should instill into our people the desirs to sacrifice willingly,
to work diligently as rossible in order that we and others might enjoy the
privileges of democracy. We ars still a pampsred set.

Our farm agents could train our girls and wemen in repair Jobs abouﬁ the .
house =nd farm and in certain farm managsment problems. Home Vagents could take !
special training in these problems.

Our wemen and girls should be trained in home defenss, actual use of

~
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fireamms, according to one of the leading club women in Currituck County.
Farm prices should be high enough for the famm family tc have the
things in the same proportion as the wags earner. As long &s farm incomes
are foo léw to meet the need? of the family more and more of our young people
will seek highqr wages elsewhers. Im many cases our young people go off to
work and make from $35.00 to §50.00 per week, vhile those who stuy at home
cammot get much cash in many months. Ws have in mipd a very fine rural
girl who remained at home and worked a whole year and only had $20.00
in cash. |
Poultry feeds are higher than the finished poultry products. Cotton
is nearly alweys produced on rising vrices for fertilizer apd day labor, when

the selling price in the fall is low.



6. Make comment regarding how big the problem of changes in work
of farm women and girls looms in relation to all problems handled in
the entire extension progrem. S
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7. How can the Federal Exten51on Service help you with this
problem? Be specific. If through literature, what type and sub ject,
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*DEFINITION OF‘TERMS: This inquiry is concerned with changes in
work of the unpaid working women and girls of farm operators® families
as distinct from the hired worker.

WORK: -Farm: Care of livestock,. poultry, milking, planting,
hoelng, cultivating, picking, harvesting, marketing,
repair of farm equlpment, plannlng, ete.
Household: Preparation and serving meals, house cleanlng,\
care of children, washing and 1ron1ng, sewing, bread, butter,



Tl
. and cheess.making, -canning, preserving, repair of equipment, -

planning, etec.

Pleasé return to Mary Rokehr, Extension Economist, Home Management,
Extension Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. G5

by September 15.



Question 6 (Answez\' continued from page 3)
gservation of all home equipment.

Fed-era]. Extension Service can help by by preparing bulletins that
give more specific infommation in a shorter and more concise form.

More pa::-riotic appeal to the myral family in regard to the value of
agriculture in our National Defense program. A greater realization of women's
part 4n winning the war, espselally in relation to Agriculture, food production
and conservation, better nutrition.

A deeper sense of responsibility in holding our farm life togethsr for
the future and in kesping the farm home intact for the time when the fathers
and brothers return.

The Federal Extension Ssrvics could provide more monsy for trgvel
of its agenﬁs into the rural sections so that they may further the education
of famm people who cannot get information otherwise. More transportation
facilities would permmit agents %o visit homes where lack of such facilities
do not pemmit the‘women to attend club mestings. (This suggestion has come from
one of our Negro Lome agents).

The Federal Extension Service can help the local sagents by providing
speciacl institutes in 'energency mothods and procedures for meeting the problems of
'change of women's work apd other prcblems which kave been brough about by the
war. (This suggestion has come from one of our Negro Agents). .

Because of the low educational standards of the masses of our fam
women, the Federal Extension Service can help by publishing simplified editions
of some of the more essential Extension bulletins, especiall'y those on home
managememt, food znd nutrition, ehild care and develoyment, clothing, and

personal improvemsnt. (This suggestion has come from one of our Negro Agents).



